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THE

EDITOR'S PREFACE,

IN prelenting the following Memoirs to the public, it will not be

incumbent upon me to make any remarks on the interefling

nature of their contents. It is fufficiently eftabliihed, that the author

was a man of ability, poffefled of a difpoiition Angularly calculated

for adventures, and brought up in a fchool of irregular warfare, in

which the intrepidity of his mind, and the power he pofleffed of agi-

tating and impelling the minds of others, were matured by a fevere

courfe of pradice. The obfervations and remarks, which might arife

from confiderations of this kind, are left to the reader : my talk will

confift in the fimple expofition of fuch fads as tend to lliew the authen-

ticity of the work, and the degree of credit to which it is entitled.

About the latter end of the year 1784, Mr. J. Hyacinth de Magellan,

F. R. S. 6cc. a gentleman well known in every part of Europe, by

the philofophical correfpondence he has for many years carried on

with the firft literary characters, Ihewed me a printed paper in French,

containing
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containing propofuls fOr publifhing the memoirs and voyages of the

Count de Bcnyowfky, in three volumes, by fubfcription ; a defign

whicli was afterwards given up. The Count was not at that time in

England, but had departed upon a private expedition to the ifland of

Madagafcar ; in the fitting out of which, Mr. Magellan had advanced

a very confiderable fum. This expedition was not, however, attended

with fuccefs : Mr. Magellan determined therefore to publifli this work;

and accordingly difpofed of the copy to the prefent proprietors, at the

iame time that he engaged to communicate the tranfadlions of the

Count, from theconclufion of the prefent Memoirs to the time of his

death. An unforefeen event rendered him incapable of performing

this engagement : for foon after Chriftmas, 1788, he was attacked with

a fevere illnefs, which affefted his memory fo much as to prevent his

attending to any literary purfuits, and has continued ever fmce. I

need not enlarge on this unhappy event any farther than to obferve

that it has deprived me of the expedled information, and obliged me
to give a detail of the fades from his correfpondence.

This fhort hiftory may ferve to fhew by what progrefs the manu-

fcript'came into my hands ; and in order to clear myfelf of the flight-

efl: fufpicion of ftanding before the public in any other charadler than

that which I profefs, as editor of the work, I have recommended to

the proprisjtors, to prefent the original copy and drawings to the Britifli

Mufeum, as a place of dcpofit peculiarly calculated for the fecurity of

the public in fuch cafes. To this they very readily agreed ; and the

original French manufcript has accordingly been prefented. It con-

tains all which is exhibited in the following volumes, except the draw-

ings of Plates 8, 9, 10, 11,15, and 27, which were loft by a fire that

confumed the houfe of Mr. Heath, the engraver. Proofs of thefe

plates happened to be preferved ; but the originals and engraved

plates which were numbered 3, 4, 12, 23, 24, 25, were irrecover-

ably loft by the fame accident, and do not thercfoic appear eiti'.er in

this
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this publication, or the original. They confilled chiefly of views

and figures. I have likewife thought it of advantage to divide the

matter which preceeds the journal into chapters, and have added the

titles, inftead of retaining the form of one undivided narrative, as it

is in the original.

The credibility of any work can be tried in two ways only

;

by internal, or by collateral evidence. It is from the internal

evidence, or the mutual coincidence of fa(5ls, that we judge of

the fidelity of any writer in the firft place : if this be wanting, it

is an infallible conclufion, that the author is either deceived himfelf,

or intends to impofe on his readers -, but if, on the contrary, this evi-

dence be perfedt, it is not fo ftrongly conclufive of truth, as the defedl

is of falfliood. Internal evidence amounts to an high degree of pro-

bability, and is the only dependance we can have when a writer fpeaks

of fads and places not known or vifited by others. I have not per-

ceived any defeft of this kind in thefe memoirs : they contain nothing

which is at all improbable or contradiftory. As far, therefore, as the

adventures of the Count de Benyowfky are peculiar to himfelf, we
muft depend on his authority. The greater part, however, is capable

of being fupported by collateral evidence. His fhare in the troubles

in Poland is a recent bufinefs : moft of the perfons he mentions

pofTefled eminent ftations in fociety, and many are flill living. We
are not now in the dark with regard to the land pafTage acrofs the

Ruffian dominions in Afia, nor the general pofition and other circum-

ftances relative to a confiderable extent of the North-Eaft part of the

old Continent. When we proceed to confider the fituation cf the

coafls and iflands of the Northern fea between Afia and America, it

is true that great difficulties * arife from the ignorance and inaccuracy

of the Ruffian accounts and obfervations made by unlkilful, and

perhaps in fome inflances unprincipled men, without proper inftru-

VoL. I. c ments,

* See Coxe's Ruffian Difcoveries, and the authors by him cited : alfo Cook, Gierke,
Gore, and King's Voyage to the Pacific Ooean. Ill, p. 262.
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ments, in a trad covered with fogs of fuch frequency, as to be al-

mofl: perpetual. Ilere, however, we have the ineftimable advantage

of recurring to the obfervations of thofe judicious navigators. Cook,

Clerke, Gore, and King, whofe labours have reflected fo much
honour upon the liberality and fcientific zeal of our fovereign. The
only part therefore of the Count's adventures whicii cannot readily

be compared with the collateral teftimony of others, confifts in his

vilitation of the iflands of Japan, Liqueio, and Formofa; and the

difcoveries which he made in the courfe of a voyage through an un-

frequented part of the ocean. On the evidence of thefe fadls, I

need not make any obfervations, becaufe they ftand exadly in the

fame predicament as all other new difcoveries do : they mufl be ad-

mitted on the credit of the difcoverer, until fubfequent refearches

fliall either confirm or difprove them.

Before I proceed to confider the degree of accuracy of the Count's

journal, I fhall prefent the reader with a paflage or two of Captain

Cook's laft voyage, which ftrongly confirm feveral particulars in

the narration of the former. When Captain Cook was at Oonalafli-

ka, feveral civilities and mutual communications took place between

him and Erafim GregoriofF Sin Ifmylofi^, who exhibits a confpicuous

figure in the following memoirs. After relating thefe [ vol. II, p.

496 * of his voyage ] he proceeds
[
page 499 ] to add the following :

** But a voyage which he himfclf [ Ifmylofi:'] had performed, engaged

"our attention more than any other. He faid that on the 12th of

*' May, 1 77 1, he failed from Boliheretzk in a Ruflian vefiel, to one

" of the Kuril iflands, named Mareekan, in the latitude of 47° where

" there is a harbour, and a Ruffian fettlement. From this ifland he

" proceeded to Japan, where he feems to have made but a lliort flay.

" For when the Japanefe came to know that he and his compar.ions

^' were chriftians, they made figns for them to be gone ; but did

" not, fo far as we could underftand him, offer any infult or force. From

Japan
* The Edition before me is the fecond.
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" Japan he got to Canton ; and from thence to France in a French

" {hip. From France he travelled to Peterlburg, and was afterwards

*' fent out again to Kamtfchatka. What became of the veflel in which

" he firft embarked we could not learn ; nor what was the principal

" objed; of the voyage. His not being able to fpeak one word of

*' French made this ftory a little fufpicious. He did not even know

" the name of any one of the moft common things that muft have

*' been in ufe every day while he was oh board the iliip, and in

" France. And yet he feemed clear as to the times of his arriving at

*' the different places, and of his leaving them, which he put down in

" writing."

In the third volume, p. 19?, it appears that IfmylofF, in a letter

to the commander at Bollheretzk, had reprefented the Englifli vef-

fels as two fmall packet boats, and cautioned him to be on his guard ;

and that it was not without the exertion of all the commander's

authority, that the inhabitants were prevented from abandoning the

town, in confequence of their fears, left their vilitors fhould prove

to be French.

" Their extreme apprehenfions," continues Capt, King, ** were

*' principally occalioned by fome circumftances attending an infurrec-

** tion that had happened at Bolcheretzk a few years before, in which

" the commander had loft his life. We were informed that an exiled

" Polilh officer, named Beniowiki, taking advantage of the confu-

" lion into which the town was thrown, had feized upon a galliot

" then lying at the entrance of the Bolchoireka, and had forced

" on board a number of Ruffian failors, fufficient to navigate her : that

" he had put on ffiore a part of the crew at the Kourile illands;

" and among the reft, Ifmyloff, who, as the reader will recoUedt,

" had puzzled us exceedingly at Oonalafka with the hiftory of this

" tranfaftion i though for want of underftanding his language, we

c 2 could
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* could not then make out all the circumftances attending it : that

** he pafled in fight of Japan ; made Luconia ; and was tliere di-

" refted how to fteer to Canton ; that arriving tliere, he had appli-

" ed to the French, and had got a pafliige in one of their India fhips

" to France ; and that moft of the Ruffians had likcwife returned to

** Europe in French fliips ; and had afterward found their way to

*' Peterlhurg. We met with three of Beniowiki's crew in the har-

" hour of St. Peter and St. Paul; and from thence we learnt the

" circumftances of the above ftory."

Capt. King mentions that the arrival of Beniovvfki at Canton

was confirmed by the gentlemen of the Englifli fad:ory there, and

obferves that from Kei-guelen's voyage, it appeared that this extraor-

dinary perfon had entered the French fervice, and was commander of

a new fettlement at Madagafcar, when that navigator touched there

in 1774.

The public prints of the year 1772 took notice of the arrival of

the Count de Benyowfky at Canton in the month of September, the

year before ( 1771. ) The Gentleman's Magazine for June, 1772,

page 272, contains an account which is too long to be quoted, nlore

efpecially as the circumftances are in fome refpedts improbable, and

in others unfounded. This account fays that a vcfTel of uncommon

appearance arrived at Canton with fixty-five perfons on board, five

being in women's apparel, commanded by the Baron de Benyorfky,

who was taken prifoner by the Ruffians, in Poland, and carried to

Cafan, from which place he made his efcape with others, by over-

powering their guard J that they dircdled their route to Kamchatka,

where he had a friend, who fupplied him with a vefTel ; that he failed

for China, but by ftrefs of weather was obliged to ftand to the Eafl-

ward, and made the coaft of America, in latitude ^y° ; was prevented

by contrary winds from proceeding to Acapulco, and then flood for

the Philippine iflands, but was again difappointed by contrary winds j

2 and
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and that laftly he reached Macao after five months pafTage from

Kamchatka.

A paper fubjolned to this account with the fignature of Benyorfky

afTerts, that he left Kamchatka in May 1771, and arrived at Macao

in September, after having put in at Japan.

This information from the Gentleman's Magazine is evidently no

more than the reports of the day. For it is not in the leaft probable

that prifoners at Cafan fliould imagine and execute a peregrination of

at leaft four thoufand miles, over the moft inhofpitable part of the

furface of the globe, with the hope of finding a friend who would

prefent them with a fhip : or that they fhould aftually obtain a fliip,

and then wander over the face of the ocean in the ftrange way they

are here faid to have done. It may be admitted however as an evi-

dence, that the Count did not arrive at China at an earlier period

than is fpecified in his Memoirs, and this fadt will be of ufe in con-

fidering the value of the information obtained at Kamchatka by the

Captains Cook and King.

I muft obferve therefore that Ifmyloff, who is not reprefented in

any very favourable light by the Count in his IVlemoirs, and was

guilty of a trick which feems in fome refpedt to degrade liim, by

writing an unfriendly and falfe letter to be carried by the Englifli

navigators to the Commander at Bolcheretzk, was probably difpofed

to conceal fome part of the knowledge he pofielTed,* and does

not appear incapable of perverting fuch fafts as his own views,

whatever they were, might require to be falfified j that it is by no

means probable that the Count, at the head of a fet of daring men

over whom he had no well fupported authority, fliould touch at the

Kurilles illands, for the rcafon he himfelf mentions, namely, the

probability

* II. 497.
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probability that they fliould change their minds and force him to

return to Kamchatka ; but on the contrary, that he fliould wifli to

render their return impradlicable by {landing for the Aleutian iflands

or American fliore, in the firft place, as being more remote ; and on

the other hand the difpofition of his crew to proceed to the North-

ward might have^been partly grounded on their fears of quitting the

peninfula of Kamchatka. Again, it does not appear how four

months could be employed in palling fimply to Marikan, touching

at Japan, and making Luconia in his way to Macao, even fuppofing

he had failed fo far out of his way as to that Spanifli fettlement. On
thefe accounts then, I think that Ifmyloff's information, with that

of the three Ruffians at Kamchatka, confidered under all the difad-

vantages of a want of language for mutual intelligence, which Capt.

Cook complains of,* are really valid, fo far only as to prove that the

Count Benyowiky did really exert his military abilities at Kamchatka

in a ferious infurreftion in which the Governor loft his lifej that the

inhabitants of Bolfheretzk were fo greatly affeded and the impreffion

of their fears was fo ftrong and permanent, as to urge them to think

of abandoning their habitations after an interval of eight whole years ;

an impreffion which the threat of burning their women and children

in the church may readily account for : that a very confiderablc time

having elapfed between his departure, which is corredlly given by

Ifmyloff, and his arrival at China, which is an objed of no queftion,

he could not have fubfifted without putting in fomewhere ; and that

after leaving the Aleutian iflands, there are no places into which

choice or neceffity could more immediately have driven him than the

iflands of Japan, Liqueio and Formofa. In a word, the collateral

evidence appears clear and pofitive where it fupports the credibility of

the Count's narrative, but confufed and uncertain in the particulars

wherein it difltrs from him ,• and the whole is of fuch a nature as

not to be put in competition with an authentic journal from the

hands of the author.

Without
* 11- 497-
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Without entering into any comparifon of the voyages of the Count

Benyowfky with thofe of others who have navigated the Northern

feas, I fliall confine my remarks to fuch parts of his journal as will

admit of elucidation from the voyages of our illuftrious countrymen.

But in the firft place it muft be premifed, that the Count's fkill in

navigation, whatever eminence it might have procured him in Kam-
chatka, appears to have been very moderate. In his journal we find

the latitude, longitude, wind, current and courfe. He never diftin-

guifhed the latitude by account from that by obfervation. I fuppofe

however that he may have had one of the old quadrants of Davis, or

perhaps a foreilafF^ but he certainly did not poflefs one of Hadley's*.

His latitudes in general therefore may be fuppofed to be within half,

or perhaps a quarter of a degree of the truth. I h'ave not paid any

attention to the winds and courfe made good, but apprehend that his

longitudes muft be fubject not only to all the ufual errors of the

dead-reckoning, but likewife to others, arifing from his not knowing

the variation of the compafs, (except perhaps by conjedlure) and

from his confidering the current as a daily element in his log-book.

He has no where mentioned the method he ufed to afcertain the di-

rection and velocity of thefe currents, and as every experienced navi-

gator muft be aware that no fuch method exifts, except fuch as may

be derived from comparing the reckoning with celeftial obfervations

or a time-keeper, it will follow of courfe that this element has ren-

dered his longitude more uncertain.

By tracing the Count's voyage to the Northward upon the cliart

numbered 36 in Cook's third Voyage, I find that he made Beering's

iHand when his reckoning placed the fliip a degree and a half to the

Weftward.

* Ifmyloff, or IfmaelofF, received an Hadley's quadrant from Captain Cook as a

prcfent, of which he in a very flioit time learned the ufes. Hence it feems probable

that Hadley's quadrant is fcarcely known in thofe parts, and that the Count in parti-

cular did not poflefs one.—Voyage to the Pacific Ocean, II. 505.
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Weftward. This is a natural confequence of the Eafterly variation

not* being allowed for, and the fame caufe muft have affeded his

reckoning flill more as he proceeded to the Northward. Hence I

conclude (with the fuppofition that his latitudes were at leaft half a

degree too high, and his longitudes very confiderably to the Weft-

ward of the fliip's true place, both which follow from the variation

being neglecfted) that he made Gierke's iflands on the 3d of June, and

ftood over for the land to the Northward of Tfuchotfkoi Nefs, where

he anchored ; again returned to Gierke's iflands ; failed from thence

to the Eaftward ;* made the American Continent, and coafted along

it between Point Shallow Water and Shoal Nefs, which was unex-

plored by Gook ; after which he ftood to the Southward and an-

chored at Oonemak, in latitude 54® i, the error of his reckoning

being about five degrees in longitude to the Weftward, an error

which remarkably coincides with that of Ifmyloff's chart,-]- and

proves almoft beyond a doubt that the Gount really arrived at the

Aleuthes by this circuitous navigation, and that Ifmy] off gained his

information by failing with him j more efpecially as fuch an error in

longitude could hardly have arifen in running diredlly from Awatfcha

Bay to the Aleuthes, which lie on the fame parallel, and are only a

fl:iort fortnight's fail afunder.

I do not pretend that there are no other caufes of uncertainty in the

Count's Journal, neither is it my intention to enter into a minute
difquifition upon it. The public poflefs faithful copies of the docu-
ments which have pafTed through my hands, and I have no wifh nor

claim to the abfurd privilege of direding their judgment. But it

becomes me to ftate the reafons which guided me in examining thefe

Memoirs,

* The note on page 330 is too general. The Count docs not appear to have
reached America in that latitude.

t Voyage to the Pacific Ocean before quoted, II. 502.
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Memoirs, and have convinced me that the veracity of the Count msy

be relied on ; that the difagreements of collateral evidence are mucli

more likely to arife from the imperfedions of that evidence, than

from his want of fidelity ; and that the real difficulties may be eafily

accounted for by any one, whofe fkill and experience are fufficient

to enable him to eftimate the probable errors that muft have refulted

from the want of inftruments, and Header knowledge of the Count

in marine affairs.

The other parts of the Count's Journal need no comment. That

he fhould fland acrofs the Pacific ocean and dired: his courfc for

China, are obvioufly the refult of the didates of common fenfe ; that

extreme diflrefs fhould follow the want of proper fubordination among

a fet of exiles, or men of defperate fortune and adventure, is not at

all wonderful; and that fuch men, without any fettled deftination,

and ading throughout from the impulfe either of neceffity or theif

own inclinations, fliould range from one iiland to another, where

their wants could be bert: fupplied, is what the flightelt ideas of caufe

and effed would have foretold. The difcoveries and adventures of

the Count on this pafiage and elfewhere muft fpeak for themfelves,

and I have no doubt will be found interefting, as well from the

nature of the incidents as the novelty of the places of adion.

It is ftill lefs necefiary to enlarge on the effed which the abilities

and acquifitions of the Count produced at the Court of France, and

the undertaking which was afterwards entrufted to his management.

The leading fads of this part of his Memoirs have fufficient collateral

evidence. Neither need I make any remarks on his political prin-

ciples with regard to colonization, of which I think the intelligent

fubjeds of our free and liberal government will be at no lofs to form

a proper opinion ; whether they be viewed in a civil or commercial

light. I will therefore only add on the fubjed of the Memoirs, that

d the



;6ii PREFACE.
the Count, in his fliort hiftory of Kamchatka, appears to have had

Kracheninnikow's voyage into Siberia before him, a work which

Captain King * confiders as worthy of entire credit. It will eafily

be fcen, however, that our author, by fpeaking always in his own-

perfon, and mentioning his authorities in feveral places, means to

confirm all the general facfts as from his own obfervation. I perceive

that the drawing of plate II. nearly refembles the tenth plate of the

French tranflation of Krafcheninnikow j but neither thefe nor that in

the original Ruffian appear equal to that in Cook's Voyage. The

plates 8, 9, 10 and 11, have fomc little uncertainty with regard to

their references and bearings ; both which imperfecftions are confe-

quenccs of the fire which confumed the Engraver's houfe. The

references on the plates will dired: the reader to fill fuch blanks as

were neceflarily left in the text. I muft likewife take notice, that

the W'Ord caftor, which I have every where rendered beaver, is ufed

throughout this work to denote the fea beaver or otter ; that the

word corvette, which I think denotes the kind of veflel called an

hooker, has been moflly retained, on account of my being uncertain

whether the French apply it to any particular veffel, or fimply to denote

a packet ; and that I have kept the Ipelling of proper names uniform,

though it is not fo in the manufcript, the Count's fignature in his

own hand being frequently varied. The charts of harbours on the.

coaft of Madagafcar are not particularly mentioned in the body of the

work : moft of them convey an account of their origin in their titles.

The harbour and bay of Eaft Cape, plate XXI ; of the North coaft

of Madagafcar in plate XXVI; of Vannembey in plate XXVIII;,

and of Louquez in plate XXIX. are found in Mr. Dalrymple's col-

ledion, where they are copied from M. D'Apres, and do not eflen-

tially differ from the prefent engravings of the Count's manufcript,,

I fuppofe therefore that the Count had them from the fame quarter as

M. D'Apres ; that is, either from the mafters of velTels at Madagaf-

car, or the French Government.

Mr.
* Voyage before cited. III. 205,
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Mr. Magellan's correfpondence on the Count's fubfequent adven-

tures, having been fubmitted to my inrped:ion, appears to require a

very confiderable fhare of deliberation and mutual comparifon of its

.parts, before the more particular events can be placed in a proper

light. Several of the letters from individuals concerned in this adven -

ture contradict each other ; and Ibme of them are written with fuch a

Ipirit of enmity towards the Count, as renders the impartiality of the

writers very doubtful. I will not here enquire how far it is probable

that the failure of this lalT: enterprize arofe from a want of principles

or prudence, either in the Count or in his aiTociates. The fmallefl

knowledge of the human mind will readily fhew, that when lofs and

wretchednefs are the only confequences of an attempt founded on the

mofl brilliant hopes; quarrels and mutual recrimination muft infal-

libly be the refult. For this reafon I fhall flightly trace the leading

fadts, with very few obfervations of my own.

The Count de Benyowfky and his family, with ibme of his afTo-

:ciates, failed for Maryland on the 14th of April, 1784, on board the

Robert and Ann, commanded by Mr. Alexander Mac Dongall. He
arrived at Baltimore on the 8th of July following, having taken with

him from London a cargo of the value of near 4000 /. fterling, confift-

ing it feems of articles intended for the Madagafcar trade. Two caufes

appear to have induced him and his friends to avoid a diredl voyac^e

to that ifland. In the firft place, they found it extremely difficult,

if not imprad;icable, to procure the flag of any European power j and

in the next, there was every reafon to hope that the American mer-

chants, whofe affairs were thrown into confufion by the flruggle for

independence, and the fubfequent lofs of their colonial privileges in

trading to the mother country, would be more ready to embrace the

offer of a new cliannel of trade than the fubjedls of more eflablifhed

focieties. This expedlation was found to be jufl. A refpedable

commercial houfe at Baltimore was induced to join in the fcheme,

d 2 and
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and fupplled the Count with a fliip of 450 tons, carrying twenty guns,

fix-pounders, and twelve fwivels. This fnip, cargo and flores, was

efliniated at fomewhat more than for thoufand pounds fterUng, ex-

clufive of the merchandize brought from London. It v/as named

tlie Intrepid, and failed from Baltimore on the 25th of Ocftober,

1784 ; every one on board being, by agreement and oath, fubjedl to the

abfolute command of the Count, though the merchant* of Baltimore

had appointed a Captain and Supercargo to affifl the Count while

under his command, and to condudl their affairs homeward bound.

Their deftination was the harbour of St. Auguftin, on the Baft Coafl:

of the illand of Madagafcar, where they were to form a fettlement or

emporium ; in the eftablifliment of which it was expedled that the

Count's influence with the natives, and the fupremacy they had con-

ferred on him, would have been of fingular advantage. The family

of the Count remained in America, on account of the pregnancy of

Madame de Benyowfky. At the beginning of January the Count

made the coaft of Brafil,—by miftake, as his ailociates fay, and for

want of keeping enough to windward j but in his own letters he af-

ferts, that he repaired for wood and water to this coaft, in preference,

for reafons which he does not fpecify. The former, however, feems

probable ; for they were near a month turning to windward in order

to clear Cape Roque, and at lafl run dangeroufly aground on the

illand Juan Gonfalvez, near the mouth of the river Amargofli, in

five degrees South latitude. It was not till the month of April that

the neceflary repairs were completed, and they flood acrofs the At-

lantic i being at fhort allowance of provifions for the greateft part of

the paffage. The laft letter of the Count was written from the coaft

of Brafil, and confequently the remainder of this account muft come

from the letters of his companions. It does not appear why he

doubled the Cape of Good Hope without putting in. The firft place

he touched at was Sofala, on the Eaftern coaft of Africa, where he

anchored on the zzd of May, 1785, and remained a fortnight to

2 refrelh
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refrefli his people. On the 7th of July they anchored in the Bay of

Antangara, about ten leagues to the South-Weft of Cape St. Sebaf-

tian, and unloaded their cargo, the Count's intention being to proceed

over land to the Bay of Antongil, where the fhip was to meet them.

It appears by the letters, that Lamboin, King of the North, who is

mentioned in thefe Memoirs, came to pay his refpedls to the Count,

and that a body of Seclaves under a Chief or King likewife came and

encamped near him ; that the Count propofed to enter into the oath

of blood with him, but he excufed himfelf till a future day, on

account of the fatigue of his journey : and from the mafter's proteft

it appears, that on the ift of Auguft, three quarters of an hour after

the Ion? boat had returned on board, between the hours of ten and

eleven at night, a fevere firing was heard and feen on ihore exadlly at

the place of the Count's encampment ; that between five and fix in

the morning a few fcattered fhot were heard in a fmall wood about a

mile up the country, and at day-light no figns were perceived of any

white men on iliore, but that all the eftecfts were removed ; and

laftly, that their own dangerous fituation, from the few hands and

want of arms on board, and the probability that the Count and his

party were cut off by the natives, together with the want of provifions,

compelled them to depart for Joanna. From this iiland or Moliilia

they proceeded to Oibo, where the fupercargo fold the fliip on ac-

count of the infurers.

If the information ended here, it might naturally he concluded fhat

the Count's attempt had met with its lutal termiijation before aeir

departure; but there is a letter from one of the perfons on board,

which ftates, that the writer and another pcrlon were not convinced

that the firing was made by the natives, but that they figi.ed the

proteft becaufe overborne by numbers : and in anotlier ieiter from an

officer, who was brought prifoner to the Ifle of France after the final

deftruction of the Count's party, which (as far as relates to tlie de-

ftrudioa
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ftrucftlon of the Count and his people by the French) is confirmed

by the v\'riter of the former letter, I iind mention indeed of a firing

heard in the night; but, contrary to the proteft, the writer affirms,

that the fliip failed in fight of thofe on fliore, to their great aftonifli-

mcnt, and that it was in vain that they ftood after her with the

icountry boats. The fame writer continues to flate, that fifteen days

after the departure of the velTd the Count departed for Angoutci,

leaving moft of his people behind to follow him ; but the greateft

part fell fick and died, two only remaining. From this letter, which,

however, in many refpedls feems to want explanation, it appears that

the power and influence of the Count was fuch, that he had an

armed force of the natives at his command, with which he proceeded

to Angoutci, and commenced hoftilities againft the French by feizing

their ftorehoufe. Here he bufied himfelf in erecting a town after the

manner of the country; and from hence he fent a detachment of one

hundred men to take polTefTion of the French Fadlory at Foul Point;

but they were prevented from carrying their purpofe into execution

by the fight of a frigate which was at anchor off the Point. In con-

fequence of thefe movements, the Government of the Ifle of France

fent a fhip with fixty regulars on board, who landed, and attacked

the Count on the morning of the 23d of May, 1786. He had con-

flrudled a fmall redoubt defended by two cannon, in which himfelf,

with two Europeans and thirty natives, waited the approach of the

enemy. The blacks fled at the firft fire, and Benyowfky, having

received a ball in his right breaft, fell behind the parapet ; wiience

he was dragged by the hair, and expired a few minutes afterwards.

Thus ended the life and adventures of the Count de Benyow/ky

;

a man of invincible fpirit, inured to hardfliips, and habituated to

face danger and every extremity with a mofl uncommon degree of firm-

nefs. To thefe extraordinary powers, he added an intimate and

almofl intuitive knowledge of the human mind. By nature, educa-

tion
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tion and habit, he was formed to perfuade, to command, and to

coerce ; and his deftiny gave him ample occafion to exercife thefe ta-

lents.. Of this fmgular charadler many and various have been the

opinions. Thofe whofe interefts led them to oppofe him have fpared

no accufations againft him ; and their accufations are of the flrongeft

and even the moft horrid nature. His enemies have reprefented him

as the unfeeling tyrant, and the unprincipled robber :—yet while he

lived he never was without enthufiaftic admirers, and warm friends

who readily exerted themfelves, againft every rifque and every calumny,

to ferve him. If it were expedled that I fliould give my opinion, I

would declare, that I have not yet feen any thing againfl him which

will not bear two interpretations ; or which has not been written by

men who contradid each other, and had an interefl in traducing him.

For thefe reafons it is that I would fufpend my opinion ; and thefe

are the reafons why, in the multifarious correfpondence which now

lies before me, I have pafl'ed over the recriminations in filence. I

have collefted only fuch fails as appear indubitable, and have fup-

preifed all names, becaufe the correfpondence, on account of the

prefent infirm fituation of the gentleman to whom it of right belongs,

has pafTed into my hands, without any other reftridion but fuch as

the fentiments of every man of principle and delicacy mull infpire.

London, Dec. 7, I j^. W. NICHOLSON.
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POSTSCRIPT.
Since the foregoing Preface was printed, I have been favoured by

Sir fofeph Banks, Bart. P. R. S. ivith the communication of

the following Papers, which I here infert, with a few Remarks.

No. I.

Extrait de ta Lettre de M. UEveque le Bon, due 24 Septembre,

1 77 1, de Macao.

IL vient d'arriver hier a Macao un Both a Pavilion Hongrois,

commande par le Baron Hongrois, Maurice Augufle Aladar

Benyorfky, Confeiller du Prince Albert, due de Saxe, Colonel de

fa Majefte Apoftolique Royal Imperiale la Reine d'Hongrie, et

Officier d'un regiment de la Confederation de la Republique,

A Couronne de Pologne.

Cc Monfieur, apres avoir recu fept bleffures dans un combat

centre les Ruffes pres de Kaminieck, fut fait prifonnier de Guerre,

et conduit dans la meme ville ou fe trouve detenu comme
prifonnier d'Etat le Prince Szoltits, Eveque de Cracovie, Senateur

de Pologne,
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Le Baron a trouve le moyen de s'echaper, apres avoir recu unc-

patente du Prince Eveque, prifonnier, qui exhorte tous Ics Catho-

liques furtout, a fecourir le dit Sieur Alader Benyorfky, pour lui

procurer le moyen de parvenir aupres de L'Empereur d'Allemagne,

et aupres da Saint Siege Apoflolique. Lu patente dufe Prelat efl

dattee de fa prifon, le 6th Novembre, 1770.

De 54 hommes d'equipage, il ne refte plus a ce capitaine

que 8 hommes en fante ; tout le refte eft fur le grabat. Depuis

deux mois ils fouffroient le faim et la foif : il a eu fon embarcation

deux fois brifee, deux fois ils I'ont raccomodee et remife en- etat.

11 ne fcait ni le Portugais ni I'Efpagnol, mais il parle Latin,

Francois, 6c Allemand. II eft venu par le Nord, 6c a cotoye

Ic Japan, 6cc.

No. II.

uln Account of the arrival of a fmall VeJJcl, of about eighty tons^

at Macao, the 23^/ of September laji, commanded by Baron

Maurice Aout Alladar Benyorjky, Colonel in the Hungarian

fervice, on board of which were fixty-twa Hu?2garian foldiers,

and five 'women, who, by the[r account, efcaped from their im~

prifonment in Siberia. Taken from the ColotteVs own words, by

me, Nathaniel Barlow, who was at Macao the time when they

arrived there.

UPON a vifit I made to the Baron above-mentioned, foon

after his arrival, I requefted of him, as a great favour, he would

be
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be pleafed to give me a recital of his adventures, as I told hiin

fomething very extraordinary muft have happened to him. by

his coming into thefe parts, fo remote from his own country.

Agreeable to my requeft, he very politely acquiefced, and men-

tioned the following particulars, in the French language.

He faid, that he was firft fecretly fent by the Court of Hun-
gary, with a body of five thoufand foldiers, to the affiftance of

the Catholic Confederates in Poland, who were at that time at

war with the Proteftaiit party of the fame nation, afTilled by the

Ruffians. That foon after his arrival in Poland, and joining a

body of the Confederates, they had an engagement with the

Ruffians, who being fuperior in numbers, foon defeated his body,

took him, and almoft all his men, prifoners, and fent them away,

with all expedition, into different garrifons in Siberia. That on

his arrival at the place deftined for him and his party, they were

put into clofe confinement, and treated in a moft cruel man-

ner, infomuch, that they were determined to attempt an efcape,

at the hazard of their lives : very fortunately, an opportunity

offered, by the guard being reduced to a fmall number, whom
they foon overpowered, took their arms, and marched off, with

all expedition, towards the province of Kamfchatka, where, in a

fea-port, named Chevega^ he had a friend on whom he could

depend for affiftance in extricating him from the dangers that he

was threatened with. Accordingly, after many days marching over

mountains, and fometimes through almoft impenetrable woods,

(during which time he experienced every mifery poffible, by the

want of proviiions and water) he fortunately arrived at the above

fea-port, v/here, to his great joy, he found his friend, by v^hofe

affiftance a veffel was procured, and in a fliort time got. ready

for failing, when the Colonel and his party embarked. As he

had formerly ferved in the marine fervice of the States of Malta,

e 2 lie
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he thereby learnt Navigation, by the afliftance of which he in-

tended making a coafling voyage of it to China j but being drove

off the coaft by a gale of wind, and not expedling to make it

again, he fteered to the north-eaft, in hopes of finding fome

iflands he had heard was in that quarter. Accordingly, after

many days iailing, and great fufferings, he fortunately arrived at

one of them he fuppofed to be near the Continent of America,

where he got feveral kinds of refreshment j and, after flaying a

little time, he embarked, with a defign to go to Acapulca, but

aot meeting with favourable winds, fteered towards the Phillipine
'

iflands, where, after encountering with frefli difficulties, he arrived

at the Marians, from whence intending to go to Manilla, was pre-

vented by unfavourable winds : he then came to the refolution of

(leering towards China, where he fortunately arrived at the port

of Macao, after a voyage of four months.

He was as far north as 63 degrees ; had with him Lord

Anfon's voyages, tranflated into the Sclavonian language, which

he repeatedly faid was of the greateft ufe to him, being guided,

in a g.eat meafure, by them. In his apartment were feveral

mathematical inftruments, efpecially a quadrant, and a crofs ftaff.

On requefting for a fight of his drafts, he, with great reludlance,

produced one, but, unluckily, a gentleman in company telling

him that one of us was a fea-captain, he immediately withdrew,

and carried with him the draft, by which we loft the oppor-

tunity of knowing more particulars of this very extraordinary

voyage.

The veflel is fifty feet long, and fixteen broad, entirely built

of fir.

No.
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No. iir.

(COP Y.)

Baron Benyorjk/s Narrative of a Voyage from Kamfchattka ta

Macao,

Devenu en frifon, 17^9- -^nni

Amenez en exile avec Mejl Prince's, P. Koltik, Eveque de Cracovia,

P. Kangufzko,

P. Rz/evuizky,.

P. PacZf

Eveque de Kiove.

A Kamfchatkaj fotts 63 degree de la Latitude du Nord, ij^ Long,

1771 L'Anne.

DANS le mols May, fortls fur le galliotte St. Plere, pafler

Jufque a 238 degree de la Longitude, a ^j Latitude, d'ou,.

naviger a pafTer I'llle Mariain par la grande tempete, et fort

vents devenu a Japon, ou, ton de L'Androis, du Port Namqu,

mil pieds a la Texe, de la venu a I'llle, Touza et Bonzo, de

la, jufque a Nangeafaki, d'ou aprez avoir peu de Noires fortis

et paffer par les liles Anniy, jufque a Formofa, ct I'lfle Bafchet,

enfin, prit le cours droitment, a Makao, ou je fuis arrive dans

le mois Septembre, 1771 L'Ann.

Signe par

Sortis avec 85 hommes. Baron Maurice, Aoiit dAladar

Arrive avec 62 do, de Benyorjky, Colonelle de fa
Maj. Imp. Generale Regem.

tar des les Confederes.

Mem,
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Mem. The original from which the foregoing is taken, being

wrote with very faint ink, upon bad paper, and German cha-

ra<flers frequently ufed, have occafioncd imperfedions in this

Copyy-

No. IV.

'ExtraSl of a Letter from the Supra-Cargoes of Council at Canton^

in China, dated zoth November, ijji ; receivedper Britijh King.

A fmall veflel arrived at Macao the 23d September, com-
manded by a Hungarian Baron, Maurice Auguflo Alader Benyorfky,

which has occafioned much fpeculation. They being at Macao,

and cannot obtain permiflion to come to Canton, we are de-

prived of the means to procure the intelligence which we might

pofTibly otherwife do, had we an opportunity of difcourfing with

him: it feems, beyond doubt, he is come from Kamfchatka, but

by what track, or his motive, we have only wliat he pleafes

to fay, being the only perfon who fpeaks about their concerns,

and he very- referved.. W.e could wifli it were in our power to

give you a particular account of this affair, but cannot do more

than fend you the accounts we have received from others, and

one that tie gave himfelf, and figned by him. He has claimed

the protection of the French ; had a chop procured for him and

fome of his ofScei-s to come to Canton, but by their being

mentioned in the chop (which was procured by Puan Khequa)

under the denomination of French merchants'; and the Hoppo's

officer at Macao having had theni dcfcnbed to him differently

before, he returned the chop to Canton, and did not fufter them

to
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to proceed. The Mandarines here are apprehenfive they may be

Ruffians ; and Puan Khequa, afraid of being drawn into fome

fcrape, he rather chufes to decline interfering, and they are Hkely

to remain at Macao till tiie French fliips leave China, which

Hiips they are to embark on board of for Europe.

No. V.

ExtraSi of a Letter from Canton, in China, to Mr. Figoii,

dated the loth November^ 1771.

ON the 23d of September, a fmall vefTel, commanded by a

Hungarian Baron, arrived at Macao. He fays, that he was firfl:

fecretly fent by the Court of Hungary, with a body of five thou-

fand men, which he commanded, to the affiftance of the Catholic

Confederates in Poland, who were at war with the Protefiant

party of the fame nation, affifLed by the Ruffians. That foon

after his arrival in Poland, and joining the Confederates, he had

an engagement with the Ruffians, who defeated his army, and

fent them into different garrifons in Siberia, where being cruelly

treated, the Colonel and party with him refolved to make their

efcape, which they eafily effed:ed, their guard being very weak

:

from thence they got to the port of Kamfchatka, where they

procured a fmall veflel, and failing to the northward, maae land,

which they fuppofed to be part of the continent of North

America, Finding tliemfelves wrong in their tradl, they altered

their courfe, and after five weeks fail came to Japan, where they

had
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had feveral fkirmiflies with the natives. They afterwards faw

the Marian iflands, and thence bore away diredly for Macao,

being in great diftrefs for provifions.

TRANSLATION of the PAPER, No. I.

ExtraSi of a Letter from M. the Bifiop Le Bon, dated September

2/\.th, ijji, from Macao.

YESTERDAY arrived at Macao a vefTel under Hungarian

colours, commanded by the Hungarian Baron, Maurice Augufte

Aladar Benyorfky, Councellor to Prince Albert, Duke of Saxony,

Colonel (in the fervice) of her Apoflolic Royal Imperial Majefty,

the Queen of Hungary, and officer of a regiment of the confedera-

tion of the republic of Poland.

This gentleman, after having received kvtn wounds in a battle

againft the Ruffians, near Kaminieck, was made prifoner of war,

and conduced into the fame town where the Prince Szolits, Biffiop

of Cracovia, is detained a prifoner of ftate.

The Baron found the means to efcape, after having received a

patent from the Prince Bifliop, the prifoner, who exhorts all Catholics

efpecially to affift the faid Sieur Aladar Benyorfky, to procure

him the means of repairing to the prefence of the Emperor of

Germany, and' before the Holy Apoftolical Court. The patent

of the Prelate is dated from his prifon, on the 6th of November,

1770. 2

Out
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Out of fifty-four men of his equipage, there remains no mora

to this Captain than eight men in health ; all the reft are con-

fined to their beds. For two naonths paft they fuftered hunger

and thirft. He has been twice fhipwrecked, and twice they

have repaired their vefTeL He is not acquainted with the Por-

tuguefe or the Spanifli, but he fpeaks Latin, French, and

<jerman. He came from the North, and has coafted the ifland

of Japan, &c.

REMARKS
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REMARKS CN the PAPER, No. I.

THIS Letter was written the day after the Count's arrival at

Macao, and does not contain the leaft hint of his banifliment into

Siberia. It fpecifies no dates, except the Count's arrival at

China, and that of the patent, faid to be obtained at Kaminieck.

I fcarcely need obferve, that this account does not agree with

the memoirs ; and that the Count was at or near the town of

Ochozk, in Siberia, at the time the patent is faid to have been

given at Kaminieck. Upon this occafion I have not the lead

inclination to doubt the veracity of M. Le Bon ; but whether

thefe inconfiflencies arofe from the difpofition of concealing the

particulars of his adventures, which evidently adluated the Count,

who expedled great advantages from the knowledge he had ac-

quired ; or whether they may confift, for the mofl: part, of thofe

inaccuracies which ufually accompany the relation of verbal com-

munications, I fhall not here attempt to decide.

On the paper. No. II.

IN this paper It may be obferved, that the Count, being

defirous of keeping the particulars of his expedition as fecret as

polTible, judged it necelTary to communicate a pretended fet of

ad-
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adventures. The letter inferted in the Gentleman's Magazine

a"-rees very nearly with this report of Mr. Barlow : I fhall not

tlierefore repeat the remarks I have already made upon that print.

The mathematical inftruments in his apartment are not defcribed

with fufficient minutenefs, to clear up the doubts, or confirm

the aflertions made in the note at the foot of page ix. It feems

probable, however, that the crofs-ftaff would not have poffefTed a

place among his mathematical inftruments, if the quadrant had

been one of Hadley's conftrudlion. Mr. Barlow fays the veflel

was about eighty tons burthen :—Benyowiky (page 77, vol. I.)

eftimates it at two hundred and forty : both are, perhaps, mere

gueffes ; but from the dimenfions given in this paper, and the

draft of water mentioned at page 301 of the firft volume, the

Count's number proves very near, though under the truth.

On the paper. No. IIL

THIS is doubtlefs the original from which the fecond paper

in the Gentleman's Magazine (page vii) was tranflated^ As the

Count's intention, certainly, was not that of conveying informa-

tion, but of mifleading the enquirers at Canton, I have not

thought it neceffary either to attempt an emendation of this iin-

perfect copy, or to attempt any tranfiation.

f a Ox
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On the papers, No. IV. & V.

THESE Papers do not appear to require any comment.

On the drawing, or SKETCH, of the St. PETER

AND St. PAUL.

AMONG the Drawings of the Count, which compofed part

of the prefent Work, there was one of the veflel in which he

made his efcape. As it was a three-mafted veflel, differing in

no refped:, either in hull or rigging, from an European fhip,

the Proprietors did not intend to have it engraved, for which

rcafon it was fet apart from the refl ; and as my endeavours to

find it have been ineffedual, I fear it has been irrecoverably miflaid,

among other papers of no value : I cannot, however, confifliently

with the' principles of redlitude, forbear obferving, that it was

exceedingly unlike the prefent Engraving, particularly in its wales,

which were nearly (Irait, and the guns, which were confiderably

more numerous, being eight or ten on the vifible fide. Thefe

circumftances, neverthelefs, are not enough, in my opinion, to

impeach the Count's veracity, without farther deliberation. The

Chinefe
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Chlnefe nsatnefs is fufficlently apparent in this Drawing, but It

exhibits too many marks of incorrednefs to be implicitly relied

on i of which I fhall only mention, that the fhrouds do not ter-

minate in the dead-eyes ; that part of the gun-wale abuts againft

the main-mafl ; and that the planking upon the poop terminates

upon the after mizzen back-ftay. I do not therefore apprehend

that I {hall feem an advocate improperly partial to the Count,

when I make the fuppofitlon, that his Drawing was made in 1784,

from memory, at the time when the publication of his Journal

was refolved on ; and obferve, that an interval of thirteen years

may, without any great improbability be thought fufficient to render

fuch a performance far from being corredt, when made by a

man whofe purfuits had been very little in the marine depart-

ment. I might go farther, and attempt to guefs at the probable

errors of both Drawings, with a view to difcover whether they

can be reconciled ? I think they might ; but the difquifition

promifes neither intereft nor utility. I will, therefore, only add,

that the Count (vol. I. page yj,) rightly fays, that the veflel

carried eight guns 3 and though (page 301,) he fays he cut ports

at Kamfchatka, and mounted twelve additional guns, yet it

feems they were wood; and it may eafily be imagined, that the

hard weather and misfortunes he met with in his voyage

might force him to relinquifli that ufelefs parade, and clofe his

ports, when he repaired the vefTel at the Liqueio lilands.

This occurrence of the Drawing of the veflel being overlooked

in the Preface, though I thought I had omitted nothing to which

the Public is entitled, leads me to mention, that the manufcript

2 copy
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copy at the Brltifh Mufeuni contains the following Drawings,

which it was not thought proper to engrave.

1, The Shipwreck (Naufrage) of the Count de Benyowflcy,

among the Liqueio Iflands. As it is evident that neither the

Count, nor any of his companions, could have taken a drawing of

the incident mentioned at the end of the firft volume, I con-

fuiered this fketch merely as an ornament, conveying no in-

formation ; on which account it appeared unnecelliiry to en-

grave it.

2. View of the coaft of Formofa. There is no reference to

this in the M. S. and it has no note of bearings, diftance, &c.

The Count's cypher on the back of the drawing refers it to

Auguft 26, 1 77 1.

Concerning the PORTRAIT in the
TITLE PAGE.

THIS Engraving was made by Heath, from a miniature Por-

trait of half the fize, which came into my hands in the fame

manner
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manner as the correfpondence of the Count de Benyowfky, and

others, relative to his laft expedition ; that is to fay, in confe-

quence of the friendfhip fubfifting between Mr. Magellan and

myfelf, which naturally led him to have recourfe to my afllftance,

together with that of another intimate friend, for the manage-

ment of his affairs, during his prefent indifpofition.





THE

MEMOIRS AND TRAVELS

OF THE

COUNT DE BENYOWSKY.

THE Count Mauritius Auguflus de Benyowfky,

Magnate of the kingdoms of Hungary and Po-
land, was born in the year 1741 at Verbowa,

the hereditary lordfhip of his family, fituated in the

county of Nittria, in Hungary. He was the fon of

Samuel, Count de Benyowfky, General of C^i^alry, in

the fervice of the Emperor, and Rofa, Baronefs of Revay,

Lady and hereditary Countefs of Thurocz. The early

part of his life was employed in the courfe of education,

ftudies and exercifes which the court of Vienna affords

to fuch of its vaffals as are of illuftrious families ; and
upon his arrival at the age of fourteen years he fixed his

choice on the profeffion of arms. He was accordingly

received into the regiment of Siebenfchien, in quality of

Vol. I. B Lieute-
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Lieutenant, and joined the Imperial army then in the

field againft the King of Praffia. The firft battle at

which he was prefent was that of Lobofitz, on the 8tli

of October, 1756, under the command of General

Brown ; the fecond was that of Prague, on the 6th of

May, 1757, under the Prince Charles of Lorrain ; and

the third was before Schwcidnitz, on the 12th of No-
vember, 1757- In the following year, 1758, he had a

fhare in the battle of Domftadt, under the command of

General Laudon, after which period he received an in-

vitation from his uncle, the Staroft of * Bieniowfky, to

repair to Poland, in order to fecurc the inheritance of

his Staroftie. He therefore quitted the Imperial fervice,

and haflencd into Lithuania, where he was acknowledged

by his uncle as his heir, and fucceeded him in the pof-

feillon of his lands. His tranquillity was, however, in-

terrupted by the fudden death of his father, and the in-

tcllio-cnce he received that his brothers in law had taken

poffeffion of his inheritance. This unexpeded cata-

ftrophe demanding his immediate prefence in Hungary,

he quitted Lithuania, with the fole view of obtaining

pofTeHion of the property of his family ; but on his

arriv^al h? found the whole in the hands of his brothers

in law, who, by force, oppofed his entrance into his own
caftle. In this conjundlure, attending only to the jufticc

of his caufe and the dictates of his vivacity, he repaired

to Kruflbva, a lordfhip dependant on the caflle of Ver-

bowa, where, after having c?ufed himfelf to be acknow-
ledged by his vaffals, and being alTured of. their fidelity^

he armed them, and by their afliflance gained poffeffion

of.

"* Thus fjKlled in the manufcriptj afcer the Polifli manner.
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of all his effeds. His brothers in law, thus defeated in

their ufurpation, adopted the moft atrocious expedient

to compleat his ruin. For this purpofe, they reprefented

him at the court of Vienna as a rebel and difturber of

the public peace ; in confequence of which falfe infor-

mation the Emprefs Queen iffued a decree in Chancery
againft the Count, who was, by that means, not only de-

priv^ed of his property, but compelled to withdraw, with
the utmoft expedition, into Poland. It was in vain that

he tranfmitted many memorials from Poland, tending to

juftify his condudl ; as his enemies fuppreffed them, and
continued firm in the ufurpation of his property.

This difgrace, added to the efforts of a difpolition natu-

rally adlive, made him determine to travel ; fo that after

eftablifhing his eftate in Lithuania in proper hands, he re-

paired to Dantzick, with the intention of applying him-
felf to navigation, and made feveral voyages to Hamburgh,
and from thence to Amfterdam and to Plymouth. He
was on the point of making a voyage to the Eaft Indies

in the year 1767, when he received feveral letters from
the Magnates and Senators of Poland, which engaged him
to return thither, in order to join in the confederation

then forming. The perfonal regard he entertained for

many of the nobility of that kingdom, added to the

juftice of their caufe, and the conlideration of his own
peculiar intercfls, induced him to comply with the earneft

folicitations of his friends. He accordingly arrived at

Warfaw in the month of July, where he entered into an
obligation upon oath with the chiefs of the confederacy,
to the following effect :

—

B 2 I. That
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1. That he acknowledged the confederation as the

only lawful tribunal of the republic, and that he would

pay obedience only to the orders ilTucd from its council.

2. That he would not acknowledge the King until

the confederation fhould have declared him lawfully

clefted.

3. That Pic would join the confederation, on the firft

notice, where they fhould determine to affemblc, to op-

pofe the Ruffians by force of arms ; and that he would

not forfake the colours of the confederation fo long as

the Ruffians ffiould remain in Poland.

4. That he would faithfully obey all the orders of the

council or generality of the confederation.

In the month of December he left Warfaw, with the

defign of endeavouring to make his rights known at the

court of Vienna, but being at length deprived of every

hope of juftice, he was obliged to return into Poland.

Being thus unjuftly deprived of a considerable fortune in

Hungary, without the fmalleft cxpedation of recovering

it, he determined to quit for ever the dominions of the

houfe of Auftria. During his paifage through the county

of Zips, he was attacked by a violent fever, which obliged

him to interrupt his journey. On this occafion he re-

ceived repeated marks of friendffiip and regard in the

houfe of Mr. Henfky, a gentleman of diftindlion, and be-

came enamoured of one of his three daughters, with

whom he foon after had the pleafure to be united by

marriage.

In this ftate he found himfelf in the poffeffion of hap-

pinefs and tranquillity ; but it was not his fate to con-

tinue long in poiTeffiion of repofe. The confederate ftates

of
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of Poland, a party of whom had declared themfelves at

Cracow, taking notice that the Count de Benyowflcy was

one of the firft who had figned their union at Warfaw,

wrote to him to join them. Their prefTmg folicitations

would have been ineffeftual, if he had not been a6led on

by a flronger tie. His oath compelled him to go. He
therefore departed without informing his fpoufe, and re-

paired to Cracow, where he arrived on the very day the

Count Panin made the afTault He was received with

open arms by the Marfhal Czarnezky, and was immedi-

ately appointed Colonel-General, Commander of Cavalry,

and Qiiarter-Mafter General.

On the 6th of July (1768) he was detached to Novi-
targ, to condudl a Polifh regiment to Cracow, a commif-
fion which he performed with honor, by bringing the

whole regiment, compofed of fix hundred men, through

the camp of the enemy before the town.

The Marfhal was fo well fatisfied with the condudl of the

Count, that he prevailed on the council of the generality

to appoint him Mufter-Mafter General, a place for which
he had a competitor in the Prince Martin de Lubomier-

fky, who, upon his arrival at Cracow with two thoufand

regular troops, was declared a member of the generality

of the confederation, and Infpedor-General of Cavalry.

Before the arrival of this Prince, the Count de Beny-

owfky had pronofed to the Marfhal an expedition to feize

the fortrefs of Landfcron with the Polilli regiment in the

fervice of the Crown, which was quartered in that pro-

vince. The Prince de Lubomierfky, on hearing ot this

propofal, thought the enterprize eafy, and undertook it

himfelf. Without acquainting the Count, he therefore

gave
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gave orders to his cavalry to proceed, and it was not till

after his departure that the Marfhal Czarnefky informed

liim of this attempt. The Count de Benyowfky did not

hefitate to affure the Marfhal that the Prince would be

defeated by the Ruffians before he had proceeded half the

way, and that there was no other remedy than to fend

the reft of the cavalry, without delay, to charge the

Ruffians at the inftant of their attack on the Prince.

Unfortunately, the Marffial was long in deciding ; fo

that it was not till the fccond day after the departure of

the Prince that the Count de Benyowfky received orders

to march, with fourteen hundred cavalry, to fupport him.

In confequence of this delay the Count, notwithftanding

his utmoft diligence, did not arrive at Kremenka till

fix hours after tJie defeat of the Prince. However, he

had the good fortune to find the Ruffiians on the fpot, not

expelling any attack. Upon the information he had re-

ceived from his fpies of their pofition and their negli-

gence, he attacked and defeated them, and retook two
hundred men, who had been made priloners, of the party

of the Prince Lubomierfky.

After this manoeuvre he himfclf formed the projed; of

carrying the attempt upon Landfcron into execution. On
liis march towards that fortrefs he was fo fortunate as to

meet with fcvcral bodies of the Prince de Lubomierflcy's

troops, which reinforced his own. At length he arrived

before the fortrefs, where he fummoncd the troops of

the crown to furrender themfelves prifoners, and to put

him in pofleffion of the place ; which he had the fatif-

fa6lion of feeing performed in the Ipace of an hour's

time. His firfi: proceeding was to engage the new troops

under
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under their oath of fidelity, in the fervice of the con-

tederation ; after which he difpatched a courier to the

Prince Lubomierfky, (who, iince his defeat, had taken

refuge in Hungary, without troops or friends,) to acquaint

him with his fuccefs, and invite him to refume his com-
mand. But two days afterwards, having received un-
doubted information that the Ruffian General, Count
Apraxin, was on his march to inveft Cracow, he judged
it indifpeniably neceflary to haflen to the defence of that

place ; and as he forefaw that a town of that magnitude
could not be defended unlefs it were well fupplied with
proviiions, he laid the diftridts of Bielcz, Landfcron, and
Novdtarg, under contribution, and obtained eighty car-

riages oi grain, with lix hundred oxen.

With this convoy he quitted Landfcron, and marched
towards Cracow. On his airrival at Vielicka, a town
famous for its falt-works, he met a party of Ruffians,

which he attacked and defeated, taking thirty prifoners,

and the fum of nine hundred and eighty thoufand Poliffi

florins, being the King's revenue from the falt-works.

In the night of the 29th of July he came to the paffiaeje

of the Viftula, from whence he difpatched an officer to

inform the Marflial Czarnezky of his return, requeu-
ing that the gates might be opened, to admit his party

into the town v/ithout being difcovered by the Ruf-
fians. The Marffial, who was not acquainted with the

particulars of the enterprize of the Count, but had
heard by report that he was defeated and flain, waS'

overjoyed at his return, and he entered the city with
four thoufand cavalry, a large fum of money, and a fup-

ply of provifions.

Immediately
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Immediately after the arrival of the Count, he pro-

pofed to the Marfhal to eftablifh a camp without the

town ; reprefenting to him, that their numerous cavalry

would exhauft their magazines without being of any
utility. In fupport of this propofal he obferved, that

the greatcfb advantages would be derived from an en-

trenched camp, as it would facilitate the junction of

fcvcral parties of the nobility, who durft not declare

themfelvcs in favor of the confederation, becaufe they

faw no force to fupport them againft the Ruffians. The
reprefentations of the Count did not, however, prevail

with the council of the confederation. Orders were

given to fhut and barricade the gates of the town, in-

cluding all the troops, whofe number amounted to thir-

teen thoufand men. General Apraxin approached every

day nearer the town, and laid the furrounding country

dcfolatc, fo that it could no longer aft'ord any fubfiftance

to the befieged. Provilions, by this means, becoming
very fcarce and dear, the Count again propofed to the

Marflial to permit him to fally out with a party of two
thoufand cavalry, in hopes that with this troop he might
throw fome proviiions into the town, and perhaps caufe

the Ruffian General to raife the iiege. The council of the

generality accepted this propofal, and permitted him to

leave the city on the 23d of July, when he pafTcd out at

the gate of the Viflula, and fwam his troops acrofs the

river, every other paffiige being ffiut up.

As foon as he had gained the open country he dif-

patched feveral officers to engage the nobility to join him,

and furnifh ffibliftance for the belieged town. As early

as the 8th of Auguft he found himfclf at the head of

near
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near five thoufand horfe and a good number of carriages,

loaded with provifions, drawn by oxen, which were like-

wife intended to make part of the fubfiftance. On the

7th of Auguft he repaired to the pafTage of the Viftula ;

but finding it occupied by the Ruffians, he retreated to-

wards Viclicka, for the greater certainty of introducing

the fupplies into the town ; and, as he concluded that

the beft method of infuring fuccefs would be to attack

the Ruffians on one fide, in order to facilitate the paf-

fage on the other, he accordingly marched on the icth

of the fame month, with three thoufmd horfe, diredtly

to the enemy's camp, leaving the convoy of provifions

under the command of the Baron de Klufewfky, Colonel

of Infantry, with orders to take advantage of the moment
of the attack to enter the town. At three o'clock in the

morning the Count, in perfon, attacked the Ruffian

camp, and compelled General Apraxin to colledl all his

troops to oppofe him, by which means a paflage was left

for the Baron de Klufewiky. At eight o'clock the

Count, being convinced that his fupplies had entered

Cracow, made a preceipitate retreat, after having loft

above fixteen hundred men. The Rufiian cavalry, com-
pofed of Coflacks and Hufiars, purfued the Count, who,
in his retreat, had the misfortune to have his horfe killed

under him, and, atter receiving two wounds, he himfclf

fell at laft into the hands of the enemv.

The Ruffian General, being informed of the fuccefgful

manoeuvre of the Count, 'was impreflcd with a very high
opinion of him, and propofed to the Count to enter into

the fervice of his fovereign ; an oficr which was rejected

with difdain. He was, therefore, on the point of being
Vol. I. C fent
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fent with the other prifoners to Kiovia, where his friends

ranfomed him for two thoufand ducats, which is equi-

valent to twenty-two thoufand French livres. * Being-

thus fet at liberty, he coniidered himfelf as difpenfed

from his parole which he had given to the Ruffians ; it

being an inconteftable truth, that a man who purchafes

the life of his faculties has a right to apply them to any
ufe he may find necelTary for his welfare. By virtue of

this indubitable right, the Count again entered Cracow,

and was received with the mofl: perfed: fatisfadtion by the

whole confederacy.

At the firft council of war which was held, he repre-

fented to the generality, that the town being no longer

able to hold out, it became an objedl of the utmoft con-

fequence to fecure another place of retreat. He there-

fore propofed to the council to appoint him to feize the

caftle of Lublau, fituated on the frontier of Hungary.

This projed: was approved of by the council, and the

execution was committed to the charge of the Count,

who on the 2 2d quitted the town of Cracow, a body of

fix hundred horfe being appointed to follow him. On
his arrival on the frontier he ufcd every exertion to obtain

the intelligence necefl'ary to infure fuccefs to his enter-

prize. He even ventured to vifit the commanding officer

of the caftle, who was not apprehenfive of the leaft:

danger. After a few vifits he had the addrcfs to engage

more than half the garrifon, by oath, in the intereft of

the confederation, and he only waited for the appearance

of the detachment from Cracow. But it unfortunately

happened that the commander of that body was fo indifcrect

as

* OJ" £ 962 flerling.
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as to divulge the purpofe to which it was deftined ; fo

that the news arrived at the caftle of Lublau before the

troops, and the Count de Bcnyowfky, who waited in

readinefs in the town of Georgenburg, near the caftle,

was feized, and carried into that fortrefs. The precau-

tion he had taken of remaining in Hungary did not fave

him from the danger, becaufe the commandant of

Leutfch, an Imperial town, had permitted the foreign

troops to pafs into Hungary, contrary to the rights of

his fovereign. The commandino- officer of the caftle

treated the Count with the greateft indignity, and, pur-

fuant to his order, fent him to General Apraxin at Cracow,

who had taken poft'effion of that town during the abfence

of the Count. It fortunately happened, however, that,

in the paffage from Novitarg, a troop of two hundred
confederates, whofe commanding officer knew the uniforirs

of the troops who were conducing the Count, met them
and refcued him out of their hands. As foon as the

officer recognized the Count de Benyowfky, he furrendered

his command to him. With this fmall force he marched
towards Lublin, a town where the reft of the confede-

ration of Cracow had appointed to meet, in order to join

thofe of Bar. On his arrival near Lublin he fent an

intelligent officer to enquire whether the Ruffians were
ftill at a diftance, and whether any part of the confede-

ration had already repaired to Lublin. The officer, on
his return, acquainted him, that he had found a party

of the confederates in Lublin, commanded by M. Der-
zanowfky, who was then buffed in engaging the nobiiity

of that palatinate to declare themfelves in favor of the

confederation ; but that he had likewife been informed

C 2 that
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that the Ruffians were advancing, by forced marches, to

diflodge the confederates from that town. This news
canfed the Count de Benyowfky to abandon his defign of

entering Lublin, inftead of which he proceeded to Spicza,

where he met a body of the confederates, who joined his

party. From Spicza he publiflied feveral manifeftos, in

which he exhorted the nobility to join him, fixing the

rendezvous at Zamofc, to which place he directed his

march.

On his arrival at Krafnoflaw he learned, that a party

of the confederates, who had retired to Chclm, was in

danger of being attacked by a body of Ruffians, compofed
of one battalion of infantry, eight hundred ColTacks,

and four hun4j:ed Huflars. He inftantly determined to

haften to their afliftance, and marched the whole night

between the i yth and 1 8th of October, 1768. His arrival

was almoft immediately after that of tJie Ruffians, whofe

cavalry had began to fprcad over the fuburbs. He
attacked and diflodged them, and upon entering the town

he propofed to Colonel Suhalfky, whom he found with

four hundred horfe in the great fquare, to leave the

town and attack the Ruffiians. This being refolved on,

the Count marched out with his whole troop, pretending

to fly, in order to detach the enemy's cavalry from

their infantry. He had the good fortune by this means

to draw them two leagues from Chelm, when perceiving

them at a confiderable diftance from their infantry, he

faced about and brifkly attacked them. The CofTacks

were thrown into confufion at the firft charge, and

the HufTars, after fuftaining the fliock, endeavoured to

retreat towards their infantry ; on the arrival of wiiich the

Count,
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Count, whofe force confifted entirely of cavalry, retired

with the lofs of one hundred and lix men, the enemy not

daring to purfue him. The affair being thus terminated,

the Count returned to Krafnoflaw, where he had the

fatisfaclion to meet a party of three hundred infantry,

fent by the nobility of the palatinate of Sandomir, to the

affiftance of Bar, the city from whence the general con-

federation took its name. After the addition of this troop

he found himfelf at the head of two thoufand men, in

want only of field pieces and ammunition.

Before he quitted Krafnoflaw he affembled a council,

in which it was determined to repair to Zamofc, and take

pofTefTion of the town, in order to procure the neceflary

fupplies of arms, money, and ammunition. On the 28th

of October the Count . encamped in the fuburbs of the

town, and fummoned the commandant of the town to pay

the contribution of three thoufand ducats, arms for two

thoufand infantry, four field pieces, four thoufand pounds

of gunpowder, and fix thoufand pounds of lead. On the

27th, having received nearly the whole of his demand,

he quitted Zamofc, with the intention of repairing to

Belcz, in order to encourage the nobility of that palatinate

to declare in favor of the confederation,.

Upon his arrival at Grodeck he judged it proper to re-

main fome time, in expedation of the parties which the

nobility of the palatinate of Lublin might fend; to him..

Between the 6th and icth of November he was joined by

feven hundred and forty-three horfemen and one hundred

and forty fantaffins, whereupon, judging himfelf iuniciently

ftrong to appear before Belcz, he quitted Grodeck on the

1 2th, on his march towards that place. As he vvas palling

through
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through the village of Lelki he met an officer with dif-

patchcs from General Vitt, commander at Kamieniecz, to

the King. This officer, who was compelled to deliver

liis packet, informed them, that a Ruffian party was
then in the field, for the exprefs purpofe of purfuing and
deftroying the confederated forces under his command,
and that the Ruffian General had fet a price upon his head.

Alter this information, and from the particulars con-
tained in the difpatches, he changed his defign, and inftead

of repairing to Belcz himfelf, he fent no more than a de-

tachment oi fix hundred horfe to that place, commanded
by Colonel Suhalfky, to lay the town under contribution.

1 he Count pafiTed, with the greateil part of his force, to

Sokal, a town not far from Belcz, where he waited the

return of his fpies. One of them arrived in the night of
the 2 th, from whom he received information, that a
corps of Rufiians, joined by a regiment of Polanders in

the fervice of the King, were marching haftily to fur-

prize the Count, who they fuppofed to be in Belcz with
his whole force. At day-break he difpatched an order

to his officer in command at Belcz to march out of
the town in the .night of the 21 ft, and proceed towards
the village of Lelki to meet the Ruffians, and engage them
to purfue him. He exprefsly ordered him to retreat to-

wards Sokal, and not to face about till he arrived on the

banks of the river in the way to Sokal. After forward-
ing thcfe orders the Count quitted Sokal the 21ft of
December, and placed his infantry, with four pieces of
cannon, in ambufcadc in a wood by the fide of the road,

while he himfelf, with his cavalry, remained concealed
behind an eminence nearer to Lelki. In this difpofition he

pafiTed
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paffed the whole day and part of the night, in expedation

of the event, frequently fending detachments towards

Lelki to obferve the enemy. His officers returned every

hour with information, and at length the long expeded
hour arrived in which he received notice that the detach-

ment from Belcz had met the corps of Ruffians, was im-
mediately attacked by them, and that the confederate

party would very foon pafs by his poft. In fad:, the

Count heard feveral difcharges of fire-arms, and quickly

after he faw Colonel Suhalfky retire towards Sokal, pur-

fued by the Ruffians. He fuffered both to pafs until

Suhalfky had proceeded beyond the wood where the con-

federate infantry was in ambuffi. Thefe began a irnart

fire on the Ruffians, who inftantly halted, and afterwards

retreated towards the mountain, behind which the Count
lay concealed, out of the reach of cannon fhot. The
Ruffians drew up in order of battle to receive the fhock

of Colonel Suhalfky's party, who came upon them, fup-

ported by the infantry, out of the ambufcade. As foon

as the firft fire had began, the Count ruffied upon the

enemy's right flank, which being forced to give way, fell

upon the centre in the greateft diforder. The Ruffiians,

neverthelefs, fought with defperate valour as long as

their ammunition lafted ; but at lengtli being compelled to

yield to force, they furrendered themfelves prifoners, to

the number of four hundred men, being the remainder

of a party of three thoufand.

After this happy termination, the Count, furprized to

find no cannon with the enemy's infantry, was informed

that the Ruffian commander, General Ifmailow, having

perceived that the corps of Colonel Suhalfky was only a

detachment.
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detachment, had concluded that the Count himfelf re-

mained at Belcz ; for which reafon he fent only the

cavalry, with fix companies of chaffeurs, on the pur-

fuit, and had himfelf, with four battalions, fix pieces of

cannon, ten fquadrons of Huffars, and a Polifh regiment

of cavalry, proceeded to Belcz, with the intention of de-

flroying the Count's party. In order therefore to obtain

the beft information of the defigns of this General, the

Count de Benyowfky difpatched a Polifh Captain, M. Rib-

niczki, to make the necefHiry enquiries, and, if pofllble,

to bring the Polifh regiment over to the fide of the con-

federation.

Alter the departure of this emifTary the Count retired

with his troops towards Mofly, a town fituatc among the

mountains of black RufTia, about fixteen leagues from the

field of battle, where he remained till the 27th of the month.

On the 28 th about noon he was informed that a body of

troops were feen on the heights, marching with their

colours flying. He immediately ordered his forces to

move, and marched towards them, with a determination

to give them a warm reception ; but he was foon agree-

ably undeceived by the arrival of a Polifh officer, whom
he perceived to be his emiflary, and who informed him

that the troops then on their march towards him confifted

of four fquadrons of Polifh cavalry, who having quitted

the Ruffian fervice, were defirous of joining the con-

federation. The ufual oath was therefore adminiftered

to them, after which the Count refolved to proceed to

Bar, in order to give an account of his proceedings to the

generality of the confederation, and to difpofc of his

prifoners. But the following day, having received infor-

mation
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mation of the taking of Bar, and the retreat of the

Count de Potoczky towards the frontier of Turky, he

was defirous of joining him, and would have carried

his purpofe into effedl, if he had not been folicited by the

nobihty of the palatinate of Lemberg, who fent feveral

deputies to requefh him to approach their town, and

fupport them in declaring for the confederation. He
therefore marched towards Lemberg on the 4th of De-
cember, and levied a contribution in that city, but was

joined by no more than fifty horfemen. From Lemberg
he fent a party to Brody, to raife fome money, and him-

felf marched towards the Dneifter. On the 14th he met
at Zavalow a party of the confederates of the corps under

the Count de Pulauzky, from whom he learned the

whole ot the misfortunes the confederation had fuffered,

the taking of Bar, the defeat of Count Potoczky at

Podhayze, and the imprifonment of the old Marflial Pu-
lauzky: but the event which moft fenfibly affe6led him
was the defign of the two fons of the Marilial Pulauzky,

who, feeing their lather imprifoned, were defirous of quit-

ting the army of the confederation.

All thefe circumftances determined the Count to repair

to Zuaniecz on the 21 ft. The young Counts Pulauzky,

his old friends, received him with the greateft joy, as a

friend capable of affifting in their enterprizes, and on the

following day he was proclaimed Commandant-General of

Cavalry, and inftalled in quality of Commander in Chief at

Zuaniecz, a place which the elder fon of the Count Pu-
lauzky ceded to him on account of the confidence he

repofcd in his experience. Immediately after the arrival

of the Count a change was made in the difcipline of the

troops of the confederates. They were better provided,

Vol. L D and
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and fubordination more ftrid:ly attended to. And as tlie

rigour ot the feafon feemed to forbid the approach of the

Ruilians, the Count availed himfelf of the time to ftock

the two fortrelTcs of Zuaniecz and Okopp with provijQon,

in the latter of which the younger Count Pulauzky com-
manded in perfon. He likewife ufed every exertion to

reconcile the Count Potoczky and Kralinzky with the

Marfhal Pulauzky. But this interpofition had nearly

proved unfortunate to the Count Benyowfky himfelf

;

for the Count Potoefky, fufpeding him of an intention

of releaiing the Marfhal Pulauzky by open force, had

proceeded fo far even as to iffue orders to arreft the

Count de Benyowfky. The latter, however, having

received information of the proceeding, quitted the camp
and retired to Zuaniecz, where he connefted himfelf ftill

more intimately than before with the two fons of the

Marfhal de Pulauzky.

On the 29th of December the Count received advice

of the departure of the Count Potoczky, with his troops,

for Bender. He faw clearly that this difunion between

the two confederate parties would deftroy their force ;

and for that reafon he advifed the Count de Pulauzky

to write to the Counts Potoczky and Krafinzky, to repre-

fent to them the numerous dangers to which they would
expofe many parts of the confederation, by feparating

from them ; that, on the contrary, it was abfolutely ne-

cefTary to re-enter Poland with a confiderable body of

Turks to encourage and fupport the nobility in taking up
arms in favor of the confederation, which they might
eafily do by facrificing their private intercfts to the general

good of the republic. But the Count Potoczky,

iiflening only to the fuggeflions of his ambition, and flat-

tered
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tered by the diftiiidion he met with among the Turks,

perfifted in the delign of not quitting the Turkifh army,

in which he likewife prevailed on the Count de Krafinzky

to concur.

This precipitate departure of the Counts Potoczky

and Krafinzky, and the diftance of the Turkifh army near

Bender, entirely difconcerted the two confederate parties,

compofed of feven thoufand eight hundred men, one half

of whom were commanded by Count Cafimir Pulauzky

at Okopp, and the other by the Count de Benyowfky at

Zuaniecz. Thefe two chiefs, in order to keep their troops

in fpirits, and likewife to anfwer the eifential purpofes of

the confederation, took into their pay three thoufand

Lipky, a kind of light Turkifh cavalry, and after having

put the fortreffes into a ftate of defence, they eftablifhed

two camps between Zuaniecz and Okopp.
Such was their position on the 2 2d of January, 1769.

On the 24th they received advice that a Ruffian corps,

commanded by General Ifmailow, was eftablifhed at

Conftantinow, in Wolnia, and that another corps, under
the command of General Kretfctnikow, had fixed their

quarters at Lcmberg. Hence they concluded that the Ruf-
fians defigned to molefh them by their light troops till the

expected arrival of General Galitzin with his army. To
prevent this, their firft care was directed to the preferva-

tion of the fortreffes of Zuaniecz and Okopp, after which
they raifed their camp to march towards the enemy. The
Count Pulauzky undertook to ad; againfi: General Krct-

fetnikovv, and the Count Benyowfky againft General

Ifmailow. The latter directed his march towards Skalat,

a caftle and town belonging to the Count Scipion, one of

D 2 his
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his bcft friends, a circumflance which, however, did not

prevent him from feizing the artillery and lurniture.

From Skalat he marched to Viogrodeck, Lampol, and

Zaczflaw, at which laft place he received a reinforcement

of one hundred and fixty-nine horfemen and eighty-two

foot foldiers. From Zaczflaw he retired into the foreft of

Lackow, whence he difpatched two of his officers to

reconnoitre the enemy's poft at Conftantinow. On their

return he learned that General Ifmailow was not yet ar-

rived, but that he was continually expedted, and that

there was at Conftantinow only a Major, commander of

fix companies of infantry, having with him two field

pieces, four hundred Huffars, and three or four hundred

Coffacks ; and that the enemy was ignorant of the pofi-

tion of the confederates, whom they fuppofed ftill to

remain in their fortrefTes. On this information the Count
de Benyowfky marched his troops the whole night between

the 7 th and 8 th of February, and arrived before Con-
ftantenow at four in the morning. He immediately dif-

pofed his troops in order, and at five o'clock attacked

them in three diiTerent places. The Ruffians made very

little refiftance, fo that great numbers of them were flain,

becaufe the Turks gave no quarter, a circumftance which
obliged the Count to threaten the Aga who commanded
them, that if he did not put a ftop to the carnage made
by his troop, he would punifii their cruelty on the fpot.

This firmnefs of the Count preferved the lives of many of

thefe unfortunate men.

After having thus defeated the Ruffians he took pof-

fcffion of Conftantinow, which he laid under contribu-

tion, and then proceeded to Medzibors. On the 15th

he

ir
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he took the caftle of Medzibors, the garrifon confiftlng

of fixty-eight grenadiers, with eight pieces of cannon,

and a quantity of ammunition and psovifions. From
Medzibors he paffed the river Bogh, and marched towards

Grodek ; during which he was informed that the Ruffians,

in conjuncLion with General Branicky, in the King's fcrvice,

having been made acquainted with the operations and the

march of the Count, had fent four thoufand men, in-

fantry and cavalry, from Bar, to purfue him. This intel-

ligence caufed him to haften his march, and to pafs the

river Smotrick to the north of the caftle of Felftin. On
the 27th, being arrived at Satanow, he was informed

that the Count Pulauzky, not having fucceeded againft

Lemberg, had attempted to diflodge feveral parties of Ruf-
fians in the vicinity of that place, three of which he had

defeated ; but that having received advices of the greateft

confequence, he had retreated towards Zuaniccz, in hopes

of joining the Count. On the 27th the Count Beny-

owfky quitted Satanow, and marched towards Grodek,

and as he was pafflng through the village of Oftokopia

he met feveral carriages filled with wounded men, from

whom he learnt that the Count Pulauzky had maintained

a very fharp adlion with the Ruffians near the river Sre-

bovicza, and had retired towards Grodek, the Ruffians

not thinking proper to purfue him.

In confequence of this information the Count halted

to refrcffi his troops, and after marching all night he ar-

rived about day-break before Grodek, where the Count-

Pulauzky, hearing of his arrival, met him, and con-

dvidfed him into the town. The jun<5lion of thefe troops

was one of thofe happy turns of fortune which alone can

change
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change the ifluc of a well-conduftcd enterprize, fuch as

was that of General Ifmailovv, who, fnice the affair at

-Coiiftantinow, Jiad fought the Count Benyowfky with-

out being able to join him. The Ruffian commander,

upon the information that the Count Pulauzky was at

Grodek with three thoufand men, determined to

furround him, and would certainly have done it, if

the arrival of the Count, with his corps of lour thou-

fand three hundred men, had not intervened and pre-

vented it.

On the 28th in the evening the confederate detach-

ment announced the approach of the Ruffians, who were

on their march, to the number of ten thoufand, in two
columns.

On the I ft of March, at feven in the morning, they

were at no greater diftance from the city than one league,

when the Count de Pulauzky prefented himfelf in oppo-

fition to them in the order of battle, with twenty-eight

companies of infantry, fupported by fix pieces of cannon,

with the Turkifh and Polifh cavalry on each wing. At
nine o'clock the adion began, by an attack made by the

Ruffiian cavalry upon the left wing of the confederates,

which was compelled to give way. The center was at

the fame time charged by the enemy's infantry along its

whole front, which likewife engaged their left : at this

moment the Count de Benyowfky marched his whole in-

fantry to fupport the left wing of the Count de Pulauzky,

and himfelf, at the head of his cavalry, rufhed on the

enemy's right flank, who were not in the leaft expeda-
tion of this manoeuvre. The Ruffian General then di-

vided his center to fupport his wings, but the enemy's

Coffacks,
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Coffacks, who were overthrown, prevented the infantry

from obeving their orders. The confequerce was, that

the latter were thrown into the utmoft confufion, and

compelled to make a precipitate retreat, with the lofs of

their carriages and artillery. This affair coft the Ruffians

near twelve hundred men jQain, and as many taken pri-

soners j but the killed and wounded of the confederates

did not exceed nine hundred.

On the 2d of March the two Counts quitted the town

of Grodek, and marched towards Zuaniecz with the

intention of calling a council of war to decide ultimately

on the meafures to be purfued. On the 7th, on a fpot

between Zuaniecz and Okopp, they divided their troops

in order to lead them into thofe fortrefTes, to repofe

themfelves, after the fatigues they had undergone.

A council of war was held on the 8thj at which the

Generals Laurent, Potoczky, Grocholzky, Radziminfky^

Slabuferfky, Noviczy, and other commanders of the troops

of the republic attached to the confederation were prefent.

The two Counts, perfuaded that the Ruffian army waited

only the return of fpring to make their approach to the

Turkiffi frontier, reprefented to the council, that it would

be prudent to determine to quit the two pofls of Zuaniecz

and Okopp, and return into Poland. The reafons they

offered were, i . That while they remained on the frontier

of Turky, the Ruffians would keep them feparated from

Poland, and confequently that the palatinates would never

dare to declare for the confederation, becaufe unfupportcd

by any military force. 2. That they themfelves v/ou Id

likewife continue unable to draw any fupply either of

fubfiftence or recruits from Poland, to reinftate their daily

loffes.
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lofles. 3. Laftly, That the two fortrcfles of Zuaniecz

and Okopp could never hold out againft an army. Thefe

remonftranccs had no effedt on the Council, which obfti-

nately perfifted in the refolution of preferving the two
fortreffes ; and for that purpofe they determined to fend

one deputy to the Counts Potoczky and Krazinzky to

requeft fupplies of men and money, and another to Con-
ftantinople to folicit the fame fupplies from the Grand
Signior. It was in vain that the Counts Pulauzky and
Benyowfky reprefentcd, that before the return of their

deputies the Ruffians would attack them, and put it out

of their power to abandon their prefent pofts ; for the

.council ftill adhered to their refolution.

On the loth a foraging party brought word, that they

had difcovered a numerous troop of the enemy's cavalry

at Korolouka. The Council immediately ordered a de-

tachment on the purfuit. The Count himfelf took charge

of this expedition ; but inftead of the enemy he met a

party ot fix hundred confederates, who had formerly

lervcd imder the Prince Lubomierflcy. On the 1 2th, in

the morning, advice was received by the Count, that

General Vitt had caufed feven hundred men to march out

of Kamicniecz Podollky, to take their pofition before

Zuaniecz. The Council being informed of this, gave

orders to the Count to make the neceffary difpofitions to

prevent their making a lodgment, which he did by pre-

ienting himfelf before them with eight fquadrons of

cavalry. Upon his approach he learned that General Vitt

had font this detachment only for the purpofe of receiving

a Ruliian courier from Conflantinoplc, who was to be

put into their hands by a Turkiih detachment from

Chotym.
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Chotym. On this information the Count de Benyowfky

acquainted the officer, that the Turks had confidence

enough in the confederation to pafs the man in queftion

through their hands, concerning whofe fate it was totally

unnecelTary for General Vitt to give himfelf any trouble;

who, having confulted his own vanity in fending his de-

tachment, might probably find reafons to repent the pro-

ceeding. This anfwer was followed by an order to the

officer to withdraw inftantly with his party, or ftand on

his defence. The royalift officer retired without delay,

and returned to Kamieniecz ; and the Count, on his part,

retired to Zuaniecz, where he found the Ruffian courier

arrived, and received him in charge from the Turks to be

conducted to Kamieniecz.

In the night of the 15th the Count received a courier

from the Count Pulauzky, informing him, that the

latter having iffued out of Okopp with a detachment of

troops, on his march towards Oucze, was attacked by
the Ruffians, and obliged to retreat towards Grodek, a

village to which he had been invited to come. The
Count Benyowfky immediately marched a part of his

cavalry with the utmoft expedition to his affifcance ; but

though he traverfed lixteen leagues in fourteen hours, he
did not arrive till after the adion, which, contrary to

all expectation, had terminated in favor of the con-

federates, though the Count Pulauzky had no more
than four hundred men with him to oppofe a body
of fourteen hundred. The prifoners taken in this en-
gagement affirmed that the Ruffian party had been fent

out to reconnoitre the ground, and take fome prifoners,

in order to obtain information refoefting; the politions

Vol. I. E of
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of the fortrefles Zimniecz and Okopp. They alfo in-

fcrmed the Count that General Ifmailow intended in a

fhort time to attack thofc fortrefles witli twelve thoufand

men appointed for the enterprize.

On the 1 8th, upon his return to Zuaniecz, the Count
communicated this news to the council, which was alfo

confirmed by a Polifli officer who deferted from Kami-
eniecz to join the confederation. On the 21ft the Count
de Benyowfky having received frefh advices of the ap-

proach of the enemy, engaged the Count Pulauzky to

quit the fortrefs of Okopp, as being incapable of main-

taining a fiege ; but the council refufed to confent to the

evacuation of that place ; and at laft, on the 2 2d and

23d, being aflured that General Ifmailow was at no
greater diftance than three leagues from Zuaniecz, they

gave up all their hopes. The members of the council

then deliberated only on the beft means of fecuring them-
felves individually, and one after another they quitted

the fortrefs to retire into Turky, taking with them all

the Ruffian prifoners. This proceeding confequently left

the whole difpofition of affairs in the hands of the Count
de Benyowfky.

On the 24th in the morning the Count beheld from

the fortrefs the enemy's columns following each other,

and feparating at the village of Havrilouka; whence
he conjectured that they intended to attack the two
fortreffes of Zuaniecz and Okopp at the fame time, a cir-

cumftance in which he was not deceived. On the fame

day about noon the Count fired feveral eight pounders

at the enemy, loaded with only one third of their ufual

charge. The balls of courfc not reaching the enemy,
they
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they concluded that they might, with impunity, approach

ftill nearer the fortrefs, which they did the fame day,

and began to work on the eredlion of batteries. On the

25th the Ruffians began to fire on the caftle, and con-

tinued their cannonade till the clofe of the day, without

receiving any effediual return ; but in the night between

the 25 th and 26th the Count, after having given orders

to the commanding officer under him to fire on the

enemy at day-break with his heavieft artillery, fallied

out of the caftle by the gate of Ottaky, which leads to-

wards the Dneifter, with two thoufand horfe, and paffing

through Brahy, he made the entire circuit of the Ruffian

camp, fo that he found himfelf by day-break at their

backs. At this inftant the artillery from the caftle began

a very heavy and deftru6live fire on the enemy's camp,

which was within half cannon fhot of the place. Their

troops, who could not rally without being expofed to the

fire which fwept their ranks, were quickly thrown into

the utmoft confufion, which was greatly increafed by
the fudden violence of the cavalry of the Count, who
ruilied upon them, and forced them, at laft, to quit the

camp and baggage, and fly with precipitation towards

Grodek. Their terror was fuch, that they did not

ftop till at the diftance of fix leagues from Zuaniecz,

and on this occafion they loft eleven hundred fiain, and
three hundred and twenty-eight prifoners, with two pair

of colours, three ftandards, and eighteen pieces of

cannon.

After the deliverance of Zuaniecz, the Count, defirous

of affifting his companion, the Count de Pulauzky, at

Okopp, marched immediately towards that fortrefs ; but

E 2 on
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on his arrival he found it in afTies, and entirely aban-

doned, except by the dying and the dead. Some of the

former acquainted the Count, that the Count de Pu-
lauzky, feeing the impoffibility of maintaining the place,

had himfelf, after repelling three aflaults, fet fire to the

town and caftlc, and immediately afterwards fallied out,

with the intention of forcing a paflage through the enemy's

camp to join the Count de Benyowfky ; but that their

knowledge of the fubfcquent adventures of their intrepid

chief extended no flirther.

The Count, after having feen the wounded placed in

proper carriages, returned to Zuaniecz. On the 29th he

received a letter from the Count de Pulauzky, who in-

formed him, that not having been able to form a paiTage

towards Zuaniecz, in his fally out of Okopp, he had
pafTed the Dneifter, and dirediing his march through

Moldavia, he had happily arrived at Zombor, whence he

propofed to join the party of confederates at Sandomir in

cxpe6tation of the arrival of the Count, whom he advifed to

quit Zuaniecz and immediately retire into Turkey, in order

to march freely through Moldavia on the frontiers of Hun-
gary, where he would himfelf wait for him in the neigh-

bourhood of Zombor. The Count communicated this

letter to all the commanders under him, and determined

with them to adopt the meafures propofed by the Count
Pulauzky. In confequence of this decifion he fent two
of his officers to the Bacha of Chotym, to inform him of

his intention, and to requeft the necef^ary affiilance to

facilitate his paflage. The Bacha acquicfced in all his

demands, and promifcd the indifpenfable alliftance required

by the Count. Orders were therefore immediately given

to
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to forward the equipages to Otaky, a village fituated

near Chotym ; and on the 30th he evacuated Zuaniecz

and marched to Braha, a Polifh village on the bank of

the Dniefter, oppofite Chotym, and under the cannon

of that fortrefs. Nothing now remained but to pafs

the river ; but juft as the Count was about to form

a bridge, the Bacha fent him word that he durft by-

no means permit the eftablifhment of a bridge acrofs the

river without exprefs orders of the Grand Seignor ; and

moreover, that, upon refledion, he did not think proper

to venture to receive the Count and his troops till inftruc-

tions fhould arrive from Stamboul *.

This meffage threw the Count into the utmoft embar-

raflfment. For as he had evacuated Zuaniecz, he found

himfelf expofed to the danger of being furrounded on

the firft occafion by the Rufllans, who, having the Bacha

of Chotym in their interefts, might eafily, and without

danger, attack the Count whenever they pleafed. On
the 6th of April the Ruffians took pofleffion of Zuaniecz,

and detached a party for the purpofe of entirely deftroying

the Count and his troops. In the night between the 7th

and 8th he was attacked at Braha, by four thoufand

men, but the precipitation of the Ruffian General faved

the Count. The enemy's cavalry preceded their infantry,

and firfl; entered the village, where they were very ill

treated by two batteries the Count had conftrudled upon
a fmall eminence. Being thus forced to give way, they

ftopped the paffage of their infantry, which defcended

the mountain of Braha ; and as every fhot of the batteries

took effed, the Count had the good fortune to repel them.

Neverthelefs,

* /. e, Conflantinople.
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Neverthelcfs, as he was by no means defirous of a fccond

vifit, he quitted Braha on the 8th, and marched to

Kitaygrod, where he laid a bridge acrofs the Dnicfter,

and entered Tiirky in fpite of the prohibition and menaces of

the Bacha. He then paffed through Mefava, and repaired

to Stadienieza near Chotym, where he pitched his tents near

the camp of the Bacha of Natolia, intending to reft his

troops for a fhort fpace, and to fettle upon the meafurcs

neccflary to be adopted in facilitating his march through

Moldavia.

On the loth he received an order from the Bacha of

Chotym to raife his camp, and leave the dominions of

the Grand Signior without delay; and this order was at-

tended with the threat, that on the leaft fign of refift-

ance he would caufe all the confederates to be cut in

pieces. The Count returned for anfwer, that as the

Grand Signior had granted his protection to the con-

federates of the republic, of which he was a member, it

was with the greateft furprize that he beheld the condu£b

of the Bacha, who had already forfeited his word, by
promifing him every affiftance, which he had bafely de-

parted from when he forbad him to pafs the river at

Braha, and by that means expofed him to the mercy of

the Ruflians ; that there was no occalion for other proofs

to convince him of the bad faith of the Bacha, who had

fold his fervices to the Ruffians ; and that he feared not

his threats, becaufe he was well affiared that the brave men
he commanded would not execute a commiffion fo bafe as

that of cutting off the troops of the friends and allies of

the Grand Signior, who had taken refuge in his do-

minions,

After
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After difpatching this anfwer, the Count waited upon

the Bacha of Natolia, who was encamped near him, and

to whom he communicated every particular of the con-

dud: of the Bacha of Chotym, at the lame time that he

requeued his affiftance againfl: the violence of that traitor.

The Bacha of Natolia, who was fecretly the enemy of

the Bacha of Chotym, promifed the Count his affiftance,

and advil'ed him to fend a courier to Stamboul to acquaint

the Grand Signior with the behaviour of the commander
at Chotym, which the Count accordingly did the fame

day. On the nth in the evening the Bacha of Chotym
fent an Aga of the Janizaries to the Bacha of Natolia,

with orders to fecure the perfon of the Count, and fend

him to Chotym to be punifhed for his infolence. But the

Bacha of Natolia kept his promife to the Count, by fending

an anfwer to the efTed:, that the Count, having fent a cfauz

or courier to Stamboul, was entitled by the laws to an afylum

till the return of the firman of the Grand Signior ; and that

as his perfon was fafe in his hands, the Bacha of Chotym
need not doubt his fecurity, though he refufed to put
him into his without an exprefs order from the Grand
Signior. After the departure of the Aga, the Bacha of

Natolia advifed the Count to raife his camp, and retire,

left the Bacha of Chotym might avenge himfelf by
treachery : and this generous Turk, not content with

fhewing the Count every mark of friendfliip during his fliort

ftay, detached likewife with him a body of one thouland
horfe, to accompany him to the frontiers of Poland.

On the 14th, the Count raifed his camp, and
marched towards Cferniowcze, the relidence of the Hof-
podar, at which place he arrived on the 1 6th, and from

thence
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thence difpatched feveral of his officers to convey his

baggage from Chotyni ; but thefe, on their return, in-

formed him, that the Bacha had feized the whole. Thus
plundered by his allies, he marched towards Avriloveze,

where he difmiflcd the Turkifh Spahis, and pafled, at

length, to Zadobricze, in Poland, preferring the chance

of war, though in a hazardous poiition, to the bafe

treatment he had received from his allies.

On the 1 8th, after having refrefhed his troops, which
confifted of about three thoufand nine hundred men, he

propofed to march towards Zombar to join the Count
Pulauzky, but many of the Commanders refufed to fol-

low him, and left him to the number fourteen hundred

horfe ; refufing even to take charge of the fick and

wounded, the conveyance of whom greatly incommoded
the Count. He forced his march along the river Pruth

as far as Dobrilow, where he arrived on the 26th. From
Dobrilow he marched towards Oriow, and thence to Dor-

chovicz, which is fituated in a valley between the Car-

pathian mountains. On the 5th of May he fent an offi-

cer from Dorchovicz to Zambor to procure intelligence

of the Count Pulauzky ; and on the 9th his melTenger

returned with the news that Count Pulauzky had retired

into Hungary, and that the Ruffians were there under the

command of Colonel Brincken, who being apprized of

the approach of the Count, had determined to feck him.

The Count, being fcnfible from this advice of his extreme

danger, which he could not avoid as he was ffiut in by

his enemies, propofed to his troops to enter Hungary, and

there wait for a favorable opportunity to enter Poland, in

junction with the Count de Pulauzky. But they

refufed
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Tcfufed to follow him, becaufc they confiftcd, for the

moft part, of deferters from the Imperial forces, who
diirft not return into the Emperor's dominions. In this

diftrefling fituation he had no other alternative but to

retire into the foreft of Zyduczow, which he immediately-

put in execution. And Colonel Brinken would certainly

have milled him, if he had not received advice of his re-

treat by a deferter who left the Count at the paffage of

Kippa, in the forefl: of Zyduczow.
The RufTian Colonel, judging that the Count was

marching towards Stry to join the confederate parties at

Sanok, likewife haflened his march, and arrived thither

half a day before the Count, whofe forces were v/eakened

by fatigue and hunger. In this ftate he was attacked, on

the igth of May about noon, by Colonel Brinken, at

the head of four thoufand men. The Count was at firft

compelled to give way ; but on the arrival of his cannon

he, in his turn, forced the Colonel to retire, who at laft

quitted the field, and retreated towards Stry. The advan-

tage of the vidlory ferved only to augment the mifery

of the Count ; who in this fmgle action had near three

hundred wounded and two hundred and fixty-eight flain,

and who had no other profpeiS: before him than either to

perifh by hunger with his troops in the forefts, or to expofe

himfelf to be cut in pieces by the enemy. However, that

he might have no caufe to reproach himfelf, he took the

advice of his officers and troops in his march towards

Bialoboboky, who were unanimous to proceed to that

place. The project required a fpeedy execution, though
it was impofTible to carry it into elfe6l without firfl: re-

frefhing the men and horfes who had jui\ been in adion.

Vol. I. F About
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About eleven o'clock the Count refumed his march, and

about ten in the morning of the 20th he arrived at the

village of Szuka, where being obliged to halt for re-

freflmient, he w^as furprized by a party of Coflacks, and

had only time to quit the village and form his troops in

order of battle on the plain, before he v^^as attacked by

the enemies cavalry, and foon after by their infantry,

fupported by feveral pieces of cannon, which caufed the

greatefl: deftru6lion among the forces of the Count. At
length, in the heat of the combat, the Count, having

before received two wounds with the fabre, was wounded
in the body by the fhot of a cannon, loaded with old

iron and other deftrudive rubbifh. His fate decided

that of his party, and the RuiTians at laft had the fatif-

fadlion of feeing him their prifoner.

Colonel Brinken, the commander of the party he had

fought with, caufed the Count to he conveyed to the

Ruffian General Prince Proforouzky, who fent him
to General Prince Gallitzin, commander in chief of

the army, then encamped at Tarnopol, a man equally

cruel and bafe, who, contrary to every fentiment of hu-

manity, infulting the misfortunes of the Count, not

only forbad the furgeons to drefs his wounds, but like-

wife, after reducing him to bread and water, loaded him
with chains, and in that ftate tranfported him to Kiow.

It was fortunate, however, that the wounds of the Count
reduced him to a fituation which perfuaded his condu6tor

that he was in danger of immediate death, and induced

him, upon his arrival at Polone, to make his report to

Colonel Sirkow, the commanding ofHccr at that place,

who ordered him to be carried to the hofpital, where he

wa?-
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was cured of his wounds by a French furgeon, named

Blanchard ; from whofe report, when the RufBan com-

mander was informed that the Count was able to leave

the hofpital, he caufed him to be lodged in the town,

and advanced him fifty roubles for his fubfiftance.

During his flay at Polone the Count became acquainted

v/ith a Lieutenant in the Ruffian fervice, named Milck,

a native of Courland, who, equally generous with his

Colonel, offered him a fhare of the little he pofTefTed.

Thus it was, that in the loweft flage of misfortune the

Count had the confolation to find friends, and he already

had began to think his fituation tolerable, when he at

once experienced the reverfe, upon the arrival of Briga-

dier Bannier, who relieved Colonel Sirkow in his com-
mand, and who had a ftrong prejudice againfl the Count.

Immediately after the departure of the Colonel this com-
mander caufed the Count to be loaded with chains, and

conduced to the dungeon with the reft of the prifoners,

to whom this inhuman tyrant allowed no other fubfiftance

than bread and water. Upon his entrance he recognized

feveral officers and foldiers who had ferved under him,

and their demonftrations of efteem and friendffiip was

the only confolation he received in his diftrefl'ed fituation.

Twenty-two days were thus confumed in a fubter-

raneous prifon, together with eighty of his companions,

vv'ithout light, and even without air, except what was

admitted through an aperture which communicated witli

the cafemates. Thefe unhappy wretches were not per-

mitted to go out, even on their natural occafions, which
produced fuch an infcftion, that thirty-five of them died

in eighteen or twenty days ; and fuch was the inhumanity

F 2 and
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and barbarity of the commander, that he fuftered the

dead to rcniain and piitrify among the living. The pri-

fon was not opened till the i6th of July, which was

the twenty-fecond of their confinement, and from thence

the Count was led to the place of arms, where fevcral

bands of prifoners, all in chains, were already convened.

The order was foon given for their departure for Kiow,

and they began their march under the guard of a com-
pany, commanded by an ancient Captain of Infantry.

The cruelty exercifed by the Ruffian officer towards the

unfortunate men under his fuperintendance was fuch as

can only be imagined by a monfter like himfelf. His

brutal difpofition caufed him to deprive them of half

their allowance of bread, the value of which he con-

verted to his own ufe, and he laid the villages under

contribution for exempting them from providing the pri-

foners with lodging, at the fame time that he left them
expofed to the heat of the feafon and the rain in the

open air, without tents or any fhelter whatever. Thefe

unhappy men, emaciated with hunger and covered with

wounds, being unable to march as faft as the com-
mander defired, were continually beaten, and the Count

himfelf was not excufed, though unable to walk without

crutches. This treatment, fo infamous and ffiocking to

humanity, caufed the deftrudlion of fuch a number of the

prifoners, that out of feven hundred and eighty-two which

were put under his condud at Polone, he brought na
more than one hundred and forty-eight to Kiow, the reft

being either dead, or abandoned in the forefts in a dying

ftatc.

On
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On the 4th of Auguft, having at length reached Kiow^
a town on the border of RiifTia, fortified by limple works

of earth, the prifoners were again fhut up in the cafcmates,

where they experienced the fame hardlhips as at Polone.

The ftrcngth of the Count's conftitution, which had
hitherto enabled him to refift fuch an accumulation ot

hardfliips arid fatigue, gave way at length, and on the

I 2th he was attacked with a malignant fever that quickly

produced a delirium, which continued till the 8th of Sep-

tember. On the loth of the fame month the governor of

Kiow, Count Voieikou, caufed the prifoners to pafs in re-

view before himfelf and a commiffary who was charged to

take an account of the name and quality of each. The
Count, whom they were obliged to carry, had not flrength

to anfwer to his name when called in his turn y whereupon
the governor made enquiry refpe£ling his ftate, and gave

immediate orders that he fhould be feparately lodged in a

lioufe, and that two roubles a day fhould be paid him for

fubfiftance. This treatment, by enabling the Count to pro-

cure proper diet, foon put him in a fair w^ay of recovery.

But at this crifis, unfortunately for him, an order arrived

from Peterfburgh to fend all the prifoners to Cazan, and
the Count being forced to make this journey, though he
was not compelled to walk, experienced a relapfe, which
obliged the RuiTian officer to leave him at Nizym, a town
dependent on the government ot Kiow. M. Levner, a

German merchant ol that place, interefted himfelf in favor

of the Coimt, and obtained pcrmiffion of the Voywode
to receive him into his houfe> The care and attention of
this humane and generous friend reftored him to health,

and enabled him to appear in decent clothes. He fliould;

iiavi^
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have thought his misfortunes greatly alleviated if he had

been permitted to li4ve remained at Nizym ; but on the arri-

val of the fecond convoy of prifoners the Voywode placed

him in charge of the commanding officer. His bencfadior,

from whom he was then forced to part, had the generolity

to prefent him with the fum ot two hundred roubles,

v/hich, for fear of being robbed by fome of the Ruffian

foldiers, he depodted in the hands of the commander,

whofc name was Wolkow, with a requeft that he would

keep it for him till his arrival at Cazan. On their arrival

at Tula, the Count having occafion to purchafe fome pro-

vifions and other ncceffaries, requefted a {qw roubles of

the commandant in the prefence of fome of the other

prifoners ; but the unprincipled wretch not only had the

effrontery to deny his having received any money, but

likewife treated the Count with the moft injurious arid

abulive language, and from that time ufed every means in

his power to render the reft of the journey uncomfortable

to him. He even carried his malice fo far, that on" their

arrival at Cazan he aecu fed the Count before the governor,

Count Krafnin Samaren, of attempting to raife a revolt

among the prifoners ; and on this accufation he was loaded

with chains and committed to prifon, from which he was

not delivered but at the prcffing inftanccs of the Counts

Marffial Czarneczky, Potockzy, and the young Pulauzky.

After his deliverance from prifon he was lodged with

a goldfmith, named Vendifchov, a native of Sweden, who
treated him with great kindnefs and humanity. The re-

putation of the Count, and his open difpofition, pro-

cured him a numerous acquaintance among the Ruffian

nobilty ; and one day, being invited to dine with a man
of
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of quality, he learned, by fcveral particulars of the con-

verfation, that a dcfign was projefting againft the govern-

ment. Some days afterwards, being invited again in the

fame company, one of the guefls addreffed him, and pro-

pofed many queftions rel'peding the difpofition of the

prifoners towards Government ; at the fame time obferv-

ing that the governor of Cazan, having no more than

four hundred men in garrifon, was very uneafy left the.

prifoners, whofe number amounted to leven thoufand,

Ihould revolt, and that to prevent fo dangerous an event,

he had fent to Peterfburgh, requefting orders to fend

them into Siberia. The Count immediately perceived the

intention of the perfon who queftioned him, but not

thinking it prudent to enter into any converfation by

which he mis^ht feem to enter into an engagement, he

only replied, that the Governor, having a body of brave

men under his command, who were armed and in pof-

feflion of the fortrefs, had nothing to fear from men
worn out with difcafe, and for the moft part adually

difabled ; but that he doubtlefs a6ted prudently in taking

every precaution fuitable to tlie offici; he held. The
continuation of this difcourfe led the Ruffian at laft to

declare to the Count, that the nobility of many of the

governments were greatly difcontented with the defpotick

authority of the Emprefs, and that, in order to deliver

themfelves, they were difpofed to enter into a confede-

racy to fhake off the yoke of flavery, and become as

free as other nations ; that the prefent moment was

highly favourable to their defigns, becaufe the troops

were employed elfewhere, and the clergy, equally dif-

contented, were ready to join the nobility, who bclidcs

might
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might caftly gain over the Tartars ot^ Cazan, a people

naturally difpofed to declare in favor of the Turks. He
ended his difcourfe by obferving that the Ruflian nobility

likcwife depended much on the ailiftance of the prifoners

who were fo unworthily treated in their misfortunes.

The Count, without any embarraffment, replied {imply,

that the prifoners being without arms, and always kept

in light of their guards, could not dare to make any at-

tempt againft government ; but that on recovering their

liberty they were difpofed to fhew their gratitude in the

moft zealous and eftedual manner, and that confequent-

Jy, if they were delivered from their wretched fituation,

no matter by whom, their deliverers might be alTiired ot

their attachment. After this converfation the Count
rejoined the company, and was received with fuch de-

monftrations of friendfhip as convinced him that the

whole party confifted of malecontents. Immediately

after the company broke up, the Count waited on his

old friend the Ivlarflial Czarneczky, to whom he com-
municated his difcovery. On the following day the

Maifhal invited feveral of the fuperior officers among
the prifoners, and revealed the fecret to them, in order

that by their deliberations it might be decided what mode
of proceeding they fhould adopt, in cafe they fhould re-

ceive any propofds on the part of the difcontented no-

bility. It was accordingly determined in fecret com-
mittee, that the confederates fhould not enter into any

confpiracy againft the government in conjunction with

the malecontents, to whom, neverthclefs, a promife might

be mide, that in cafe they fhould become mafters of

the city, the prifoners, being fet at liberty, would form

a body
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a body which fhould ad: in concert with their deliverers

until the final orders of the generality of the confedera-

tion might arrive.

The Count de Benyowfky was entrufted with the

management of this affair, which he purfued with the

greateft zeal, prudence and fagacity, in fuch a manner

as not to endanger any of the prifoners, even on the

fuppoHtion that government fhould difcover the con-

fpiracy. The malecontents, on the other hand, entered

into their purfuit with fo much fpirit, that they fuc-

ceeded in bringing over to their party the nobility of

the governments of Voronicz, Bielogorod, Kiow, and

the greater part of Mofcow, the capital of Ruffia. They
only waited for the appearance of the Tartars of Cazan,

who had engaged to prefent themfelves before the town

of Cazan with nine or ten thoufand horfe.

Such was the ftate of affairs on the 6th of November,.

(1769) when a fudden change was produced by a quarrel

between two Ruffian lords, one of whom informed the

governor, that the prifoners, in concert with the Tartars,

meditated a defign againft his perfon and the garrifon.

This apoftate accufed the Count, in order to lave his

friends and countrymen. On the 7th, at eleven at night,

the Count, not fufpe6ling any fuch event, heard a knock-

ing at his door. He came down, entirely undreffed, witli

a candle in his hand, to enquire the caufe ; and upon open-

ing his door was furprized to fee an officer, with twenty

foldiers, who demanded if the prifoner were at home.
On his replying in the affirmative, the officer fnatched

the candle out of his hand, and ordering his men to

follow him, went haftiiy up to the Count's apartment.

Vol. L G The
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The Count immediately took advantage of the miftake,

quitted his houfc, and repaired to the quarters of his

intimate friend, xMajor Wynbladth, who was likewife a

prifoncr. After relating the adventure to him, and en-

gaging him to make his efcape together with him, they

quitted Cazan, and repaired to the neareft village, where

they took horfes of the countrymen, with the intention

of haftening to Sebukfar. On their arrival at this place

they apprized feveral Ruffian gentlemen of the difcovery

of their plot, who having the ftrongeft reafons to

fear the confequences of the Count's being arrefted,

gave him a podrufchna, or order for poft horfes, with

money and cloathing. From Sebukfar they pafTed to

Kufmoden Janfkoy, where they took poft, and continued

their route as far as Nizney Novogrod, where they gave

out that they were officers returning from Kizlar to Pe-

ter{burg, charged with difpatches from the governor.

The Voivod had the politenefs to invite them to dinner,

and treated them elegantly, after which he furnifhed

them with^\a letter for the Voivod of Volodomir, which

was of the greateft fervice to them, as they certainly

would have been arrefted if they had not been provided

with it. They ftill continued to urge their courfe, and

pafled through Mofcow, as well as Twer, Velki- novo-

grod, and other places, in the night.

At length they arrived at Peterfburg on the 19th of

November, where the Count took lodgings in a hotel,

cauftng his Major to pafs in the charader of his valet-

de chambre. Upon his iirft going out he met a German
tradefman, by profeffion an apothecary, v^ ho being given

to underftand that the Count was dclircus of pafling by

fca
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fea into another country, direded him to the lodgings of

a Dutch Captain.

The Count accordingly waited on the Captain, and

begged him to take him and his domeftic pafTcngers,

promiiing to pay him five hundred ducats on his arrival

in Holland. The Captain agreed to receive him on
board, and as he was ready to fet fail the following day,

he appointed the Count to meet on the bridge of Neva
about midnight, who accordingly attended there exadlly

at the time, with his companion. While they were
waiting the arrival of the Captain with the utmoft im-
patience, he at length appeared, and faluted the Count,

begging that he would remain on the fpot a moment, as

he would quickly return, after he had finifhed fome prefTmg

bufinefs with his correfpondent. He did not fail to re-

turn foon after, and beckoned the Count, who haftened

to meet him. But at the very inftant he was about to

exprefs his gratitude to the Captain, twenty foldiers

feized on him, and knocked him down ; after which
they conducted him, together with the Major, to the

Count Cfecferin, Lieutenant-General of the Police, who,
in a very mild and polite manner, propofed the follow-

ing queftions to the Count.

1. He demanded the birth, country, age, and religion

of the Count ?

2. Under what power he had ferved before he became
engaged in the confederation ?

3. Who had perfuaded him to fign the act of confe-

deracy ?

4. Whether he did not know that the court of France
fiirnifhed money for the payment of the troops of the

confederates ?

G 2 c. Who
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5. Who had engaged him, being a prifoner, to excite

the other prifoncrs to revolt, and what was his deiign irj

caie he had fuccccded in getting poffeflion of Cazan ?

6. Whether tJae other confederate chiefs were con-

cerned in the confpiracy or not, and whether there were

not certain Ruihans engaged witji him to carry this

abominable plot into execution ? their names, and the

manner in which the engagement was brought about ?

7. After deferting from Cazan, why did the prifoner

repair to Peterfburg, if he had not fome premeditated de-

fign ? Whence had he money for making a journey of

that length by poft, and why did he pretend that ,his

companion was his fervant ?

8. On the fuppolition that his defign was that of

quitting Ruilia, why did he prefer going to' Holland ?

The anfwers of the Count were,

1. That he was born Magnate of the kingdoms of

Hugary and Poland, is aged twenty-eight years, and
profefTes the Chriftian religion. -[ ;,p

2. That he fervcd in the Imperial army in quality of

oificer in the war again the King of PrufTia.

3. That in his quality of Starolfe, he thought it his

duty to afUft the republic in fhaking off a foreign

yoke.

4. That he was ignorant whether or no the court

of France furnifhed the confederation with money.

5. That he had never excited the prifoners to revolt,

liis defign being no other than that of recovering his

own liberty ; and that the tyranny and cruelty he had ex-

perienced in the prifons had forced him to this attempt

;

that he never had any intention of feizing the town of

Cazan ;
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Cazan ; and therefore he could have no further in-

tentions confequent to the imaginary capture of that

town.

6. That in quality of prifoner, it was neither necef-

iaxy nor expedient that he (hould become an informer,

and confequently that he declined anfwering the fixth

queftion.

- 7. That after quitting Cazan he had repaired to Pe-

terlburg, for the purpofe of more eafily quitting the

empire by means of fone foreign {hips ; that as he had
no other defign, he had caufed Major Wynbladth to pafs

as his domeftic, that their difficulties and expences might
by that means be diminished.

8. That as to his intention of repairing to Holland,

he had no other motive than his having met with a

Dutch Captain, who promifed him his paflkge, and
that it was, befides, of little confequence to him what
country he might go to, provided it were out of the

dominions of Ruffia.

After this examination the Count was conveyed to the

fort St. Peter and St. Paul, and there confined in a fub-

terraneous dungeon, feparate from Major Wynbladth.
On the 23d in the morning, being the third day of his

detention, his prifon was opened for the firft time, and
after three days faft he received a morfcl of bread and a

pitcher of water. On the fame day in the evening he
was conduded by an officer and fix men from his prifcn

to the minillcr. Count Panin, who was in his cabinet,

and who prcpofed an hundred qucftions, one after the
other, without giving him time to anfwer, and at laft

ihewing him feveral papers, from which he affirmed that

he
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he was acquainted with all the machinations of the Count,
he loaded him with the harfheft invedives, advifing him
to affirm all queftions that might be afked in the council,

which if he failed to do, he would find himfelf in a

wretched fituation. After this mild and friendly advice

Count Fanin ordered him to be re-conducled to his prifon,

giving diredions that he fhould be loaded with irons.

On the 23d he was again brought forth, and con-
duced before the privy council. On his entrance

into the place of meeting he beheld twenty Ruffians

feated, each having a fheet of paper before him, and
a pen in his hand. Count Panin prefided at this

council. The perfon who performed the function of

procureur read all the queftions v/hich had been

made by the Count Cfecferin to the Count Beny-
owfky, and alfo his anfwers. Count Panin afterwards

ordered the Count Benyowfky to fwear that all thefe

anfwers were conformable to truth, with which he

immediately complied. After this preliminary. Count
Panin required him to retra6t his oath, and confefs the

truth, otherwife he fhould be put to the torture. This
threat, fufficiently horrid to fhake the fortitude of the

moft innocent perfon, irritated the Count, who replied

to the minifler, that, as a judge, it ill became him to

perform the office of executioner ; that juftice ought
never to have recouffe to punifhment, before conviAion

of the accufed ; and that the council having propofed to

the Count to purge himfelf by oath, it was neceffary that

his conviftion fhould be founded on proofs that his oath

was falfe, or that otherwife every violent proceeding

againft him would be an adt of barbarity, to which he

never
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never could believe that her Majefty the Emprefs would

give her fandion. This anfwer of the Count, vi^hicli

was written down word for word by the fecretary, caufed

feveral members of the council to vindicate him againft

the opinion of Count Panin. Thefe gentlemen obferved,

that the prifoner, having been convidled of nothing but

an attempt to defert, could not be condemned as a

ftate criminal. This obfervation produced a difpute

between the affefTors, and the Count was conduced back

to his prifon ; from which he was again brought forth on

the morning of the 25 th, and conducted before the

council, where he was confronted with a Ruffian gentle-

man, whom the governor of Cafan had fent to Peterf-

burg to be examined by the council. This wretch was

the fame who had accufed the Count to the governor of

Cafan. He maintained before the council, that the

Count knew of the plot which the Ruffians had formed

againft government, that he had encouraged them, and

that he himfelf was the perfon who had promifed the

difcontented party to affift them with all the prifoners.

The prefident ordered the Count to anfwer this accufation,

which he did, by freely affirming that he had, in feveral

companies of the nobility, heard propofals treated of

againft the governor of Cafan. That thefe noblemen

had a(ftually made formal propofttions to him, to become
conned:ed with the party of malecontents, and to engage

all the prifoners in their intereft : but that as his fttua-

tion as a prifoner did not require him to abandon his prin-

ciples and betray them, he had kept the fecrct ; and as

far as related to the propofitions m.ade to him by the

malecontents, he had anfwered without hefitation, that

the
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the priiouers would not engage in any attempt againft

the government of Cazan, andftill lefs againft the intertfts

of the Emprefs : That it did not become them to inter-

meddle in the pretenfions of the Ruiiian nobility, who
alone were to decide their own quarrel, and that the

prifoners would patiently fuiTer their fate, though the

difcontented nobility might depend upon their fervices,

in the lingle cafe only that they firiould fi^il fet them
at liberty.

The Ruflian himfelf acknowledged that this account

was true ; after which the Count was returned to prifon

till the 29th, when he was brought before the council

to receive his final judgment. At the commeneement of

this fitting the prefident threatened the Count to put

him to the torture ; but being unable to urge any crime

but that of defertion againft him, he propofed to the

Count to Hgn a reiignation, by which he obliged him-

felf never to ferve againft the Ruflians ; to quit the em-
pire without delay ; and never to return, on pain of

death. Under thefe conditions Count Panin promifed

him his liberty. Count Benyowfky did not hefitate to

fign his refignation, of which the following is the pur-

port.

I, the underfigned, do acknowledge, that having been

fcized in my flight from Cafan, and her Imperial Majefty

of all the Ruflias having pardoned me by her natural

clemency, I have entered into the prefent renunciation,

never to ferve any power againft the arms of her Imperial'

Majefty ; and that, upon becoming in pofTelTion of ray

fibcrty, I promife for ever to qirit her dominions, obliging

riyfeif, under pain of death, not to enter them again-

under
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under any pretext whatever. Done at Peterfbiirgh, the

2 ^d of November, 1769.

The Count, after having iigned this engagement, inftead

of being fet at liberty was recondufted to his prifon, and
there confined till the 4th of December, when, about
two hours after midnight, an ofRcer with feven foldiers

came to him, giving orders that they fhould take off his

chains and clothe him in a fheep-fkin garment ; after

which his fetters were again faftened on, and he was
conduded into the court of the prifon and thrown upon
a fledge, to which two horfes were harneffed, which
immediately fet out with the greateft fwiftnefs. The
darknefs did not permit the Count to difcern the objedts

around him, but the noife of many bells led him to

think that he was followed by feveral fledges, a cir-

cumftance which excited a Ions; train of reflections on
the fatality and Angular circumifances of his deftiny.

At the beginning of his journey he conceived fome
hopes that he was to be conduced into Poland ; but at

day-break the fight of feveral villages through which
he had paffed after his departure from Cazan deftroyed.

that hope, and convinced him that he was on his way to

Siberia as an exile.

When they refted at noon the Count received a

morfel of dry bread, and on defcending from his fledge

to mount into another, he perceived Major Wynbladth,
who was the companion of his misfortunes. The ex-

ccffive cold caufed the Count to fuffer much pain from
his wounds, and he was almoft frozen when the com-
ELiander of the convoy made him difinount to pafs

Vol. L H the
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the night in a cottage. When he recovered the ufe of

his faculties he perceived that he was in company with

Major Wynbladth, who not being w^ounded was better

able to fupport the rigour of the feafon. In this com-

mon ftate of misfortune it was fome confolation that they

could fee each other and communicate their refledions.

The Ruffian commander, Prince Maneow, Lieutenant

of the troops of the Senate, being affeded with their

deplorable lituation, informed them, in confidence, that

his orders were to conduct them to Mofcow, from whence

they were afterwards to be carried to Tobolzk, and thence

to Kamchatka, the place of their exile. He had like-

wife the politenefs to caufe them to eat with him.

When they arrived near Mofcow their condudor

quitted them, and returned with fledges, and a detach-

ment of fixteen foldiers, headed by a Lieutenant, who re-

lieved the Prince Maneow, condudted them forward. on

their journey. On the 13 th of December they arrived

at Volodomir, where they were joined by four fledges

with four exiles, likewife deftined to pafs the remainder

of their lives at Kamchatka, and from that ftation they

had the confolation of their company. The Count,

who was well acquainted with the Ruffian language,

made enquiries concerning thefe four prifoners. The
one was VaffiiliVaffilics Panow, Lieutenant of the Guards;

the fecond Hippolite Stepanow, Captain of Infantry ;

the third Afaph Baturin, Colonel of Artillery ; and the

fourth Ivan Juanies Solmanow, Secretary of the Senate of

Mofcow. Their efcort confifted of forty-fix ..foldiers of

Volodomir, under whom they were conducted to Nizney
Novogrod,
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Novogrod, where they arrived on the i8th, and from

thence they were drawn to Kuzemodemjazkoy, a town

where their guard was reinforced, with one hundred and

fifty horfemen, to pafs more fecurely through the go-

vernment of Cazan, at that time difturbed by the incur-

fions of the Tartars, who, fince the departure of the

Count, had already committed feveral afts of hoflility,

and with whom a party of the prifoners deferted from

Cazan had taken refuge. Thefe circumftances occasioned

the commander of their party not to flop in any of the

villages, but to make the beft of his way to the town of

Malmitz, fituated on the banks of the river Viattka,

where the reinforcement left them. From Malmitz they

were drawn to Saragut, and thence to Kunzir, from
Kunzir to Tuninkz, and from thence to Tobolzk, the

capital of Siberia, diftant feven hundred aad eighty leagues

from Peterfburg.

On their arrival they were lodged in the town, each

feparately with his guard. The Governor, Count Denis

Juanovicz Cfecferin, brother of the Lieutenant-General

of the Police of Peterfburg, a man as remarkable for

his humanity, as for the politenefs of his behaviour, not

only caufcd the irons of the exiles to be taken off, but

likewife afforded them every kind of affiflance, even to

the furnifhing them with linen ; and as he was afTcded

with the mifery of thefe unfortunate men, he granted

them his permiflion to pafs fourteen days in the town,

to recover their health, which was much impaired by
hunger and the inclemency of the feafon. During the

whole time that the prifoners remained at Tobolczk they

H 2 weie
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were furnifhed with proviiions from his own kitchen, and

on their departure he prefented each of them with the

fum of fifty roubles, with a quantity of brandy, and like-

^wifc five hundred pounds of tobacco, an article of great

value at Kamchatka.

We fhall here terminate the narrative which we have

collcded of the adventures of the Count, and fhall relate

the fequel as it is written with his own hand.

JOURNAL
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JOURNAL
OF THE

TRAVELS of the COUNT BENYOWSKY
into Siberia, in confequence of an order of the

Senate of Petersburg, by which he was baniilied

to Kamchatka.

CHAP. I.

INTRODUCTION. THE COUNT ARRIVES AT TOBOLZK, THE CAPITAL

OF SIBERIA. HUMANITY OF THE GOVERNOR. DEPARTURE FROM

THAT PLACE. VILLAGES ON THE ROAD. CITY OF TARA. RI\'ER

AND TOWN OF TOMSKY. THE TARTARS INTEREST THEMSELVES

IN FAVOUR OF THE EXILES. A PROPOSAL IS MADE TO THE COUNT
TO ESCAPE TO CHINA, TO WHICH HIS WOUNDS PRE"\'ENT HIS

ACCEDING. PRESENT TO THE EXILES FROM THE TARTARS. DIS-

INTERESTED BEHAVIOUR OF THEIR CONDUCTOR.

I
WAS born of an illuftrious family in Hungary, and

ferved the ftates of the republick of Poland with fome

diftinfiion, under whofe colours I had the misfortune to be

made prifoner by the Ruffians in open war, after receiving

feventeen wounds. This unfortunate event fubjefted me
to every calamity which tyranny can inflid:. I was con-

veyed from one prifon to another, and at laft condemned
to the unhappy ftate of flavery. In confequence of the

order of the Ruffian Senate for my baniffiment, I was

loaded



54 MEMOIRS and TRAVELS of

loaded with fetters, and conducted to Tobolzk, the capi-

tal of Siberia, coniifting of about five hundred houfes,

inhabited by Ruffians and Tartars. It ftands at the foot

of a mountain, on the top of which is a caftle, com-
manding the town, and ferving as a place of refidence

for the governor.

The garrifon of this town ufually confifls of two regi-

ments of infantry, three fquadrons of cavalry, and two
or three hundred Coflacks. The governor of Tobolczk,

Count Denis JuanovieczCfecferin, a man equally eftimable

for the humanity and generofity of his difpofition, caufed

my fetters to be taken off the firff day of my arrival, and,

after providing me with a lodging, heaped many favours

upon me and Mr. Wynbladth, the companion of my
misfortunes. This gentleman was a Major under the

confederation, who having fhared in my former adven-

tures, was likewife the partner of my banifhment. The
greateft favor which I obtained from the governor was,

doubtlefs, the ufe of pen and paper, to diflipate my
cares. Precious inflrument, which can give the fhadow
of liberty where the fubftance exifts not ! Ineflimable

gift of art, whofe value can be truly eftimated by thofe

only who have felt thy lofs ! Witli thee I (hall ftill poflefs

the enjoyments of the mind ; and by thy afTiftance my
misfortunes and complaints may be tranfmitted to futvire

times

!

I arrived at Tobolczk on the 2cth of January, 1770,
and as I did not quit this town till the 4th of February,

the benevolence and care of the governor enabled me to

recover my health and flrength to fupport the voyage

with
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with greater courage. The governor, after having loaded

me with marks ot his favour, which was likewife ex-

tended to my five companions, difpatched us for our

place of dcftination, under the efcort of a Sottnik of

CofTacks, with twenty-four men under his command ; at

the fame time he informed us that our conduifor had

orders to treat us with kindnefs. We departed from

Tobolczk with fixteen fledges, fo that we had a fledge

for every two excepting the commander, who had one

for himfelf. The firil paufe we made was at Sobulak,

a village inhabited entirely by Tartars. Our commander
lodged us all with him in a houfe, and promifed that

this fhould be the cafe throughout the journey. We eat

with him, and the Coifacks might have been taken for

our fervants, from the particular attention which our

conductor ordered them to pay us. His example caufed

the whole troop to omit no means of rendering our jour-

ney as agreeable and as comfortable as could be exoedled

in a ftate of flavery.

On the 5 th we departed from Jubalak to continue our

journey, and at noon we refted near a river named Supkra
to refrelh our horfes. Our conductor informed us, while

his troop was employed in procuring I'ome provifions from
the neighbouring villages, that he was the fon of a Swediili

colonel, who had had the misfortune to be banifheJ,

and that he himfelf, being a native of Siberia, had
been inrolled among the Coilacks, over whom he at

prefent was Sottnik, or commander of one hundred men;
that fince his promotion he had always endeavoured to

obtain the charge of the exiles which were to be con-
duced into Siberia, as it gave him the greateft fatisfadion

to
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to have an opportunity of alleviating their misfortunes.

The free and open manner with which this officer

czpreired himfclf, fufficiently fhowed that he fpoke his

real fentiments, and it was a great conlolation to us to

find ourfelves under the diredlion of a virtuous and com-
pailionate man. From Supkra we continued our journey-

along the banks of the river Jrtiefli, and arrived at the

fmall town of Berenowzky, where we pafTed the night.

At this place we found twenty exiles, who treated us with

fifh. Thefe unfortunate men affurcd us, that in the

fingle province of Tobolczky there were upwards of

twenty-two thoufand exiles, reduced to feck their main-

tenance by the chace. From Berenowzky we departed

on the 6th, and arrived very late in the night at Ilirga,

a village compofed of about fifteen houfes, inhabited by

exiles ; among whom I recognized an Hungarian, who
informed me, that he had been Major of one of the

regiments of Huffars in the Ruffian fervice, commanded
by General Horvath ; and that he had the misfortune to be

baniffied for requefting his difmiffion, in order to return

into his own country. He affured me, that he was a gen-

tleman of the family of Orofz. As I ran no rifk in con-

verfmg with this unfortunate pcrfon in the Hungarian

language, which was underftood by no one prefent but

him and myfelf, I afked him many queftions, and among
others, how it happened that fo great a number of exiles,

reduced to the mofl: extreme mifcry, had not yet made
Tome attempts to efcape ; to which he anfwered, that a

confiderablc number of their companions had already
X J

attempted to efcape towards Perfia, but" having been met
by the Nogais Tartars they were all (lain, and that this

event
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event had intimidated the others, and prevented them

from follovi^ing their example. Belides which he informed

me of fo many obftacles, that at laft I was convinced of

the great difficulty of efcaping from exile at Tobolczk,

and refledled with great fatisfadion that my deftination

was to Kamchatka, on the fea coaft, though I am per-

fuaded that there is no country whatever in which liberty

may not be gained by an alfociation of refolute men,

infpired with the love of independence.

On the 7th, after having paffed the river Ifirga, we
arrived at Jufka, a village inhabited by Tartars, who re-

galed us with mare's milk and horfe flelli. The exceflive

cold and the wind, which threw up the fnov/ in vv^hirl-

winds and drifts, forced our commander to remain at'

this village four days. We quitted it on the nth early

in the morning, and about noon we refted on the banks

of a river, over which we forded, and from whence we
proceeded to Ahufca, a village fituated on the banks of

a river of the fame name, which falls into the river

Irtifck. Here we paffed the night, and the next day

proceeded to Tara, the capital of the province of the

fame name. The commander ot our troop propofed to

pafs fome days in this town, on account ot the feverity

of the weather, as well as that we might reft ourfelvcs,

and be better enabled to fupport the fatigues of the reft of

our journey, which was to be made without Hedges.

During our ftay at Tara the commandant allowed us the

liberty of walking in the town, and even in the environs

:

his friendly difpofttion towards us extended fo far, that he
prevailed on the Voivode to invite us to dinner, and afterT?

wards perfuaded feveral of the inhabitants to make us

Ycc. I. I prefents.
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prefents. Thefe confifted of habits for the feafon, and a

coufiderable quantity of brandy.

On the 2 2d wc at length quitted Tara, and after

having repaffed the river Irtifka we arrived at Luky, a

village inhabited by Tartai-s ; from whence we continued

through immenfe woods and over lofty mountains, where
we all fuffered greatly from fatigue, and more efpecially

myfelf, who was covered with wounds. Our days jour-

neys were very fhort, our nights paffed in the raidft of

fnow, and our horfes had no other food than mofs. On
the 3d of April, being encamped on the river Om, wc
were furprized by a band of Tartars of the hord of Ba-

rabuts. On their firft appearance we requefted tlie

commandant to fupply us with arms to defend ourfeLves,

and immediately mounted our horfes. The Tartars ap-

proached, obferved us for a moment, and pafTed by, full

gallop, without molefting us. After their departure we
crofled the river Om, and continued our march to the

river Juakra, on the borders of which we pitched our

t^nts. At day- break, juft at the moment we mounted
our horfes, we difcovered a troop of armed men on foot,

who called out to us, in the Ruffian language, to wait

for them, which our condudlor caufed us to do. On
their arrival they faluted us, and afterwards addreffing

our chief, they propofed many queftions refpedting our

fituation, which, when they learned, they condoled with

us, and informed us that they were our partners in mif-

fortune, having been exiled into Siberia, and that for ten

years pail they had fubfifted merely by the chace and

firhing. Their number amounted to fixty-thrce men,
who apparently had fome enterprize in contemplation.

Our



COUNT DE BENYOWSKY, 59

Our commander, who was apprehenfive of bad confe-

quences from their company, propofed to part, but they

compelled him to remain three days on the fpot.

Thefe huntfmen, finding our provifion of brandy ex-

cellent, did not fuffer us to depart but with regret : at

length, however, being delivered from thefe importu-

nate people, we quitted the river Juakra, and marched

towards Bogorodekoy, where we arrived on the

nth. From Bogorodekoy we crofled the river Oby,
and on the 17th we arrived at Tomfzky, a town re-

gularly enough built, but peopled, for the moft part,

with Tartars. It is fituated on the banks of the river

Tomfzky, and, for its defence, is provided with a kind

of fort, in which the Voivode of the province refides,

with four hundred foldiers and eight hundred Coll'acks.

The governor's name was Villeneuf, of French origin,

Lieutenant-Colonel in the fervice of Ruflia, and for-

merly an exile. He received us with humanity, and by
the perfuafion of our conductor, permitted us to re-

main in the town till the loth of May, in order to

avoid the inclemency of the feafon, which was fo much
the more dangerous, as the weather is always extremely

wet at the latter end of April and the beginning of May.
We paffed our time not difagreeably at Tomfzky, be-

caufe the Tartars, being informed by our conductor that

we had had the misfortune to be made prifoners of war
when fighting in conjuntflion with the TinkiOi army,

made it a point of religion to allifi: us. Amonc^
others a dealer in fables interefted himfelf more particu-

larly in my welfare, lie propofed to me to make my .

cfcapc towards China, and exprciled his readinefs to

I 2 run



6o MEMOIRS AND TRAVELS of

run the rifk of accompanying me. He informed me
that he was born in the hord oi Kantay, in the country

of KalkaZj on the borders of China, and was perfe6lly

acquainted with the road thither. I fhould hav^e ac-

cepted his propofal with joy, if the difficulty, or rather

the impofTibiUty, of travelling at leaft three hundred

leagues on foot had not detained me. The deplorable

iituation to which my wounds had reduced me was fuf-

ficient to convince him of the impolllbility of my accept-

ing his proportion. He therefore loaded me with pre-

fents, which, whether they came from him alone, or from

the whole body of Tartars of Tomfzky, amounted to

more than nine hundred roubles, a fum v^^hich we di-

vided amongft us, and out of which we were defirous

of making a prefent to our conductor. But this generous

man refufed to accept of the fmalleft trifle, and affured

us, that on our arrival at Kamchatka we fhould find fuf-

ficient occafion for our money.

C H A P.
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CHAP II.

DEPARTURE FROM TOMSZKY. JUSKA KRASNOIARSZK. ILLTMSK. PRICE

CURRENT OF EUROPEAN GOODS AND FURS AT THAT PLACE.

JAKUTZK. PRIVILEGED COMPANY OF TRADERS IN FURS. THE

COUNT PROJECTS HIS FUTURE ESCAPE IN CONCERT WITH M.

HOFFMAN. A SOCIETY OF EXILES FORMED. THEY DEPART FOR

JAKUTZK, LEAVING M. HOFFMAN BEHIND. THEIR GUARDS QUAR-

REL. ALARMING CONSEQUENCE OF MR. HOFFMAN'S DEATH. ITS

EFFECTS HAPPILY PREVENTED.

ON the 1 1 th of May we at length quitted the town

of Tomfzky, and palfed through a defert country

covered with woods and mountains, always encamped in

the fnowj and after fourteen days moft painful march we
were neceffitated to reduce our allowance to half a pound
of bifcuit per day. Being thus exhaufted by hunger and

fatigue, after loiing eight CofTacks and twelve horfes on

the road, we at length arrived on the i8th at Jufka

Krafnoiarfzk, a town fituated on the banks of the great

river Jenifea : it conlifts of about thirty houfes, inhabited

by Ruffian exiles ; the fort, more properly called the

miferable intrenchment, in which the houfe of the

Voivode is built, is a raifed fquare furrounded with pa-

lifades, and the garrifon v/hich defends it is compofed

only of twenty foldiers, who are likewife exiles.

The Voivode of this province, famous for its mifery,

lodged us in his fortrefs, and did not condefccnd to fee us

till our condufior had informed him that we intended

making him a prefent. This news, which our conductor

likewife communicated to us, occafioned the Governor to

invite.



62 MEMOIRS AND TRAVELS of

invite us to fupper ; and he did not difdain the acceptance

of fixty roubles as a prefent, and for a like fum he fold us a

fmall barrel of brandy, containing about eighteen bottles.

On the 19th in the morning the Voivode prcfled our

condu6lor to depart, and we quitted this place about noon.

The continuation ot our journey was not more agreeable

than that from Tomfzk. No obje(5l prefented itfelf to our

eye? but an immenfe plain of fnow, here and there inter-

rupted by mountains. Every fucceeding day became more"

fatiguing. We loft almoft all our horfes, and we palled the

two chains of mountains which feparate the government

of Illimfk irom that of Jenifeifk, almoft dying with hun-
ger, having no other fubliftence than the bark of the

birch tree fteeped in water. At length however we ar-

rived on the 25th of July, and the 26th day of our march,

on the banks of the river Angara, where we had the good

fortune to meet a horde of Tungus Tartars, who gave us

four elks, with a provifion of dry fifh, in exchange for

tobacco and brandy.

On the 26th we arrived at Illimfk, the capital of the

province of the fame name, fituatcd on the banks of the

river Illima. This town poflelTes a conliderable trade,

arifing from the quantity of furs depofited here, which
the exiles keep till the arrival of the Ruffian merchants,

who purchafe them in exchange for European provifions

and export them to China. They ufually gain 200 per

cent, on the merchandizes of Europe, and on their arrival

at China they again redouble their profit on the furs.

The following is nearly the rate at which the merchandize

of Europe is fold to the hunters and exiles of this place :

one pound of gunpowder, three roubles ; onQ pound of

tobacco.
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tobacco, one rouble and a half; forty pounds of flour,

five roubles ; ten pounds of butter, fix roubles ; a barrel

of brandy of eighteen pints, fifty roubles ; and in propor-

tion to thefe values they barter or purchaie one fable's

fkin for one rouble ; one black fox's {kin, three roubles

;

one bear's ikin, half a rouble ; fifty fkins of the northern

fquirrel, (petit gris) one rouble ; one hundred fkins of the

white rabit, one rouble ; twenty-four fkins of ermins, one

rouble, &c. &c.

The Voivode of this province, after having fupplied us

with fix elks and twenty pounds of flour for our provifion,

difpatched us to Uftkotfkoy, a village fituated on the

banks of the Lena, where we embarked in canoes, made
of the bark of the birch, in order to haften our journey.

We pafTed down the river Lena, which runs by Jakutfzk,

and after running through all the northern part of Siberia

empties itfelf into the frozen fea. Our voyage by water

was very commodious and agreeable on account of the

beauty of the feafon, and we happily arrived at Jakutfzk

on the 20th of Auguft, where we were all lodged in one

houfe, having for our guard only four foldiers, commanded
by a ferjeant who relieved our conductor.

The town of Jakutfzk, which is fituated in the fixty-

fecond degree of north latitude, is the capital ofa province

of the fame name. It is compofed of 130 houfes and a

fortrefs, the whole built of wood, and inhabited either by
exiles or cofTacks, a kind of military which the govern-

ment has formed by enrolling all the male children of
the Swedes and Germans formerly exiled into Siberia.

This troop is ufually employed by government to levy

tribute on the Tartars who are fubjed to RufTia. Their

number,
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number, in the year 1764, amounted to twelve thoufand

armed men.

During cur ftay at this place I became acquainted

with fevcral Greek merchants to whom the Emprefs had

granted the exclufive privilege of the fur trade in this

province, in confidcration of the fum of thirty thoufand

roubles. They allured me they had already griined above

eighty thoufand roubles bcfides the purchafe money ; but

that being obliged to fhare that fum with governors and

minifters, tor the fupport of their rights, this trade had

not been extremely advantageous, efpccially lince the

war with Turkey had, during the laft three years, inter-

rupted the freedom of commerce. I likewife became

acquainted with fcveral exiles, from whom I learned that

there were thirty-five officers exiled in that town, and

that their number in that fingle province amounted to

four hundred and twenty-five men. All thefe unfortunate

perfons lamented the departure of Monf. de Brin, a

Frenchman, Colonel in the fervice of Rullia, who had,

during five years, been Voivode of the province ; and

who, unfortunately . for them, had been relieved by a

Ruffian as remarkable for his cruelty and barbarity as his.

predecefTor was for his gcnerofity and goodncfs.

On the third day after my arrival in this city I re-

ceived a vifit from the Sicur Hoffman, a Surgeon, who
was fent from Peterfburgh to Kamchatka, to exercife his

profeffion as Surgeon Major of the Government, with a

Jalary of one thoufand five hundred roubles. At our

firft meeting I perceived, from his converfation, that he

poffeffed a penetrating mind and a worthy and amiable

difpofiticn. The account I gave of my misfortunes, an4

the
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the excefs of barbarity under which I had long fuftered,

affeded him greatly ; and as he confidered his miflion

to Kamchatka as an exile, he did not hefitate to pro-

pofe, without any previous overture from me, his opinion

that on our arrival at Kamchatka, we fhould dired: cur

attention to an efcape by the way of fea, either to Japan
or China ; and that he faw-no other difficulty than the

procuring failors to condud: the vefTel, which he pro-

pofed to purchafe under the pretence of employing it ia

fifhing. This propofition convinced me that he was

determined to fhare mv fate. I therefore aflured him
that he needed not be uneafy with regard to navi-

gating the veffel, becaufe I was fufficiently capable of

undertaking that tafk by virtue of the experience I had
acquired during feveral voyages. I likewife informed

him that it was with the greateft fatisfadlion that I

learned his refolution, which I had myfelf conceived and
formed from the firft inftant that I heard that Kam-
chatka was the place of my exile ; and that provided he

continued in the fame opinion, and kept the moft pro-

found fecrecy, I would anfwer for its fuccefs.

From that day our difcourfe was continually direded

to the means of fecuring our efcape. I ran no hazard in

making this propofal to my companions, who, during the

whole journey, had fhewn me the moft particular rcfped:,

which was increafed by thejundlion of Mr. Hoffman, who
united himfelf to us by oath.

On the 29th of Auguft the company eleded me their

chief; it was compofed of Mr. Hoffman, Major Win-
hladth. Captain Panow, Captain Hoppolite Stephano,
Colonel Baturin, and Secretary Sopronow. The ardent

Vol. I. K dc-fue
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defire which we all had to carry our defign into execu-

tion, induced us to ufc our endeavours with the Voivode

to difpatch us to Ochoczk, a fca port in Siberia, from

whence we were to embark for Kamchatka. He readily

acceded to ourwifhes, and difpatched us on the 29th of

the fame month under the guard of two Szottnik, or cap-

tains, with twelve Coffacks under their command. Mr.
Holiman unfortunately could not depart with us, on
account of the neceflity of carrying his effedis with him.

On our departure from Jakutzk we were attended by
mofl of the exiles, who regaled us with a good dinner

on the banks of the river Lena. Among thefe unhappy
men were two Ruffian Lords, of the family of Gurgiew,

both young, who, after having ferved in the guards of

the Emprefs, were exiled by her orders on the death

of the late Emperor. The new manner of travel-

ling on fledges drawn by elks was very agreeable to us.

The fwiftnefs and agility with which thefe animals run

can hardly be conceived, and their manner of fubfifting

is (till more furprifmg : an handful of mofs mixed with

urine, enables them to fupport the fatigue of three or

four days.

The fixth day after our departure we arrived on the

banks of the river Tola, where we were obliged to re-

main two days, becaufe our condu6lor thought proper to

employ that time in vifiting the Tartar chiefs of the

hord Jakutti, to extort prefents from them, of which
they brought a tolerable large quantity in fkins of mar-
tins, foxes, and rofzomak, an animal peculiar to this

province. Its figure nearly refembles that of the European
wolf, and its fkin has the fame appearance, excepting

that
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that its colour is a glofly black. The women in Si-

beria make bonnets of this fkin.

On the third of September we pafled the river Tola,

and continued our journey without interruption thus far,

excepting a difference which happened among our

conductors, during the time our camp was pitched on

the banks of this river, where they made a ftop for the

purpofe of gambling, an occupation which they had

flrenuoufly followed ever fince our departure from

Jakutzk. One of the Coflacks having loft all his pro-

vifions in play againft the chief, thought proper to

indulge himfelf in fome difrefpedlful exprefHons, upon
which the Commander ordered the Coflacks to tie him
up and give him one hundred laflies with the whip.

Inftead, however, of executing the orders of their com-
mander, the Coflacks took the part of the culprit, and

after having ftripped their ofiicer naked, entertained him
with more than three hundred ftripes ; an operation,

which, though we bore no part in it, nevertheiefs afforded

us fome diverflon.

This adventure v/as quickly followed by an ev^nt

which greatly alarmed us. We were informed by a

CoflTack, fent exprefs from Jakutzk, that Mr. Floffinan

was dead, and that, after his deceafc, the governor had

found certain interefting papers among his effects, which
he had forwarded to the governor of Ochoczk, in a

packet, to be put into the hands of our condudlor,

addreifed to Mr. Plenifner, Commandant of that tov/n,

recommending to him not to fend us to Kamchatka.
This relation convinced us that the Sieur Hoffinan had

cither written fome letters to his friends at Peterfburg,

Iv 2 in



68 MEMOIRS and TRAVELS of

in which he informed them of his projetl, or that he had

made fomc notes rchitive to our affair. After many
fuppofitions, wc concluded that the Governor at leaft

fufpe£led our projed:, il he was not entirely convinced of

it ; and that he had fent difpatches to the Governor of

Ochoczk, in confequence of which, it was probable we
might be lent to prifon a fecond time. In this fituation,

I propofed to my companions to feize the packet and
change the contents by the affiftance of Mr. Sophronow,

who having been Secretary, might draw up a letter to

our advantage, to be included among the other papers.

My propofltion was accepted by my companions, and we
immediately determined to avail ourfelves of every means
of executing it. An opportunity foon after prefented

itfelf. On the nth of September, as we were pafTmg

the river Aldan in boats, our elks at the fame time

fwimming over, the boat in which our condu6lor was
placed with his difpatches was overfet by the malice of the

Coffacks ; who, after having well flogged him, were de<-

firous of playing another trick, to difembarrafs themfelves

entirely of his company. It was a happy circumftance

for him that he was a good fwimmer, and quickly

reached the fhore. The readinefs with which I ran to

his ailiftance, and the fufpicions he had of his Coffacks,

led him to attach himfelf to me, and that more efpecially,

becaufe he obfcrved that my companions treated me with

Tcfpcd:, and of courfe that I might be very ufeful in de-

fending him, in cafe the Coflacks fliould hereafter make,
any attempts againft his fafety.

This rough paffage over the river Aldan obliged our-

condu<^ors to halt, in order to dry their cioaths, and I

feized
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felzed the occaxion to treat them with brandy, at the

lame time that I engaged them in a gaming party. My
ftratagem fucceeded fo well, that after having confumed

nine pints of brandy, they every one fell afleep. During

this period of infenlibility we feized the difpatches,

wliich we found drawn up in fuch terms as were calcu-

lated to render our captivity extremely wretched, and

fhewed that we had every reafon to congratulate ourfelves

on the lucky chance which offered itfelf. The letter of

the commandant of Jakutzk to the commanding officer

of Ochoczk was to the following efie(fl :

—

" The two Szottnik, Kolofow and Roftarguew, con-

dud fix prifoners of ftate, fent by order of the Senate

as exiles to Kamchatka, whom you are deiired to con-

fine m prilon without delay, and keep them fafe

until you fliall receive from me more ample informa-

tion refpedling their conduc!^ and defigns, in order

that you may then examine them with the utmoft

ftriclnefs. My prefent knowledge refpedling them is

as follows : On their arriv'al at Jakutzk I took pity oa
them, and allowed them the liberty of walking about

the town ; but they abufed my favour, by exciting

feveral of the exiles to revolt, and one in particular

among them, named Maurice Auguftovicz, has been

artful enough to gain over to his interefts the furgeon

Hoffman, who promifed to join with him at Kamchat-
ka, to procure a fliip, that they might deliver all the

exiles of Kamchatka. I was informed of this abomi-
nable projed: by one of the exiles, to whom the Sieur

Hofiman had fpoken in confidence before his deceafe»

I have found feveral papery among his effcdls after his

^^ deadly
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*' death, which I do not underftand, becaufe written in

*' the German language, but which I fend you, in hopes
*' that you may be able to difcover their contents.

*' Suppoling, however, that thefe wretches have no
*' other defign than that of making their efcape, which,
** however, I do not conceive to be the cafe, it becomes

neceffary to look ftridlly after them, and I advife you

not to fend them to Kamchatka this year. I fliall

tranfmit an account of this event in my firft difpatches

to the Senate, and requeft their orders, which you
cannot receive in lefs than a year."

We examined the other papers of the Sieur Hoffman,

but found nothing which tended to betray us. There
was no other paper among the difpatches but the go-

vernor's letter, which could have injured us, for which

reafon we contented ourfelves with changing it for ano-

ther, to the following tenor.

" Sir,

The two Szottnik, Kolofow and Roftarguew, con-

dudl fix prifoners of ftate, fent into exile to Kam-
chatka, by order of the Senate. After I became ac-

quainted with them, I found their behaviour fuch as

led me to intereft myfelf in their favour, and con-

vinced me that they are all men of honour, efpeci. ]Iy

the two foreigners, who are merely prifoners of war.

My difpofition to affifl: the unfortunate induces me to

write to you in their favour. Is it not practicable to

" allow them a certain degree of liberty in your town,
*' to preferve them from the fcurvy, a diforder which is

" fo dangerous in your port? You will run no rilk in

*^ allowing thefe unfortunate men a certain degree of
" liberty,
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*' liberty, for it i§ impoilible tliat they fliould make an
*' ill life of your confidence. The furgeon Hoffman,
*' n'ho vi'as about to repair to Kamchatka, is dead, and

I hav^e no perfon to appoint in his place. One of thefe

prifoners is of the fame profeffion. I fee no incon-

venience in recommending him to the governor of

Kamchatka, who being unprovided will, doubtlefs, be
*' glad to avail himfelf of his fervices. The papers

which accompany this belong to the late Mr. Hoffman.

I fend them that you may procure a tranflation, and

afford fome explanation relative to his property, as I

have reafon to think he poffeffed fome fhare in the.

company of hunters. With every wifh for your prof-

perity, I am, &c."
After having thus carried our projedl into execution,

we difmiffed our fears, and our fatisfa(Slion was complete

when we were affurcd, after the waking of our conduc-

tors, that they had not obferved any alteration in the

packets. We continued our journey peaceably enough

to the river Inna, on the banks of which we arrived on

the 20th of September. The prodigious quantity of

fi£h which we obferved in this river caufed us to remain

on the fpot two days, when we departed with a confider-

able provifion of fifli, and continued our journey con-

ftantly due eaft. We paffed over very lofty mountains

and dreadful precipices. The cold was fo extreme near

the fummits of the mountains, that two of our conduc-
tors were frozen to death.
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CHAP. III.

VILLAGE OF JUDOMA. SLEDGES DRAWN BY DOGS. ARRIVAL AT
OCHOCZK. DESCRIPTION OF THAT TOWN AND HARBOR. STATE OF

ITS COMMERCE. THE EXILES EMBARK FOR KAMCHATKA. THEIR

DANGEROUS PASSAGE.

ON the 29th we arrived at a village compofed of fix

houfes, inhabited by exiles, and fituated on the

banks of the river Judoma. At this place we were pro-

vided with fledges drawn by dogs, for the reft of our

journey to Ochoczk. Though Judoma is compofed

only of fix wretched houfes, the place is well known,
becaufe it is the rendezvous of ftveral Tungufe nations,

and fome hords of Mongols, who repair thither to trade

with the hunters [promifleny]. It is by this contraband

intercourfe that the moft beautiful fkins pafs into China

without paying any duties ; and it would be difficult for

government to put a flop to it, becaufe all the CofTacks,

and their chiefs, are interefted. In the month of No-
vember they meet at Judoma, to the number of four or

five hundred armed men ; befides which it is a part of

the policy of government to wink at this contravention,

as it would be dangerous to excite the Siberians to revolt

;

the flighteft difturbance would arm the inhabitants, and,

if this fhould once happen, Siberia would be for ever loft to

RufTia.

After our departure from Judoma we pafTed over a

dreadful chain of mountains, where we were excefTively

fatigued, becaufe we were entirely ignorant of the manner
©f driving the dogs. More than once I fell down defcents

of
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.of above fixty feet in depth, together with the dogs and

fledges ; but it is one fortunate circumftance, that in

this country there is no falling but among fnow, fo that I

fuffered little more on thefe occafions than a few bruifes.

When we had crofled the mountains our journey was

more agreeable, for we pafTed without danger along the

banks of the river Urak, where, if my fituation had been

lefs wretched, I might have received fome pleafure from

the profpedt around me. It confifted of immenfe moun-
tains, ftanding feparate on the vaft extent of a fea of

fnow ; a view which affeded the mind with a fenfe of
magnificence and terror united.

On the 1 6th of Odober we at lafl arrived at Ochoczk,
where we were immediately condud;ed to the Chancery,

and thence to our refpedlive quarters, with four CoiTack^s

and an Attamen or Corporal, as guards for each. The
commanding officer of this town, and of the whole pro-

vince, was Mr. Plenifner, a native of Courland, exiled in

the time of the Emprefs Elizabeth. I cannot determine

whether we were indebted to our ftratagem of counter-

feiting a letter from the Voivode of Jakutzk, or to his

natural difpofition, for the goodnefs he fhewed to us. On
the firft day ofour arrival we were very commodioufly lodged

in the houfes of towns-people, who were in very good

circumftances, and it was at the fame time intimated to

us, that we might enjoy full liberty, and go out when-
ever we pleafed, provided we took a guard with us.

The town of Ochoczk is fituated in fifty- nine degrees

feventeen minutes north latitude, and three hundred and
forty-eight degrees ten minutes longitude, from the me-
ridian o( Kamchatka. It is very indifferently built of

Vol. I. L wood.
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wood, and ftands on the banks of the river Ochota, the

mouth of which is defended by what they call a fortrefs,

though it is nothing moje than a fimple fquare furrounded

with pallifadcs, and provided with a four-pounder at each

angle. The garrilon of this fortrefs is neverthelefs compofed

of four hundred and eighty foldiers, all exiles from the

European troops. The town contains three hundred and

twenty-two houfcs, inhabited by exiles, who, fince the

year 1741, the time of the expedition of Captain Beer-

ing, have applied themfclves to fea affairs. Their num-
ber may amount to about nine hundred men. Ochoczk is

the ftorehoufe of the commerce of Kamchatka. The
Governor is nominated chief of all the colleges, of which
there are four, eftablifhed at this place, viz. the College

of Admiralty, the College of War, the College of Com-
merce, and the College of Police and Adminiftration.

Thefe denominations at firft appeared ftriking and im-

portant to me, but the charm foon difappeared, when I

found that the members who compofed them were brutes,

whofe only merit was placed in continual licentioufnefs

and debauchery. I have often feen many of thefe members
five or fix days together in a continued ftate of intoxica-

tion. The rich furs which the Koraks, Lamuths and Tun-
gufes, who are in fubjedrion to the Ruffian government,

and whofe number amounts to forty-two thoufand

fouls, pay as a tribute to government, and of which the

impofition is arbitrarily varied, according to intereft of

thefe members, who in turn perform the function of

CoUeftor, fupply them with the means of obtaining

ftrong liquors, whatever may be their prices, and they do
not fail to drown their cares in brandy.

Two
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Two years before my arrival a battery had been erefted

on the point of land which- clofes the entrance of the

river, in order to defend the town from the incurfions of

the independent Koraks and Tfuktfy, two favage nations

who inhabit the northern part of the province, and are irre-

concileable enemies of the Ru/Bans. They maintain a cor-

refpondence with the Aibjccled Koraks and the Tungufes,

which circumftance finds government fufficient bulinefs

to prevent their confederation. The difpofition of thefe

people caufed an alarm in the government during my ftay

;

for thirty CofTacks having deferted from Ochoczk gave

them reafon to fear that their defign was to coUedl thefe

nations together ; but this apprehenfion was diflipated by

the information v/hich was received, that the deferters

had diredled their courfe towards the river Amur.
The port of Ochoczk, which at the deepeft contains

no more than nineteen feet of water, is formed by the

river Ochota, which in its courfe has worn a bay. The
entrance is N. ^ W. I found in the port two vef-

fels of two hundred and fifty tons each, and eleven

others, the largeft of which was three hundred and fifty

tons burthen, and the fmalleft eighty. Thefe vefTels were

defigned either to make difcoveries on the coafi: of Cali-

fornia, or to carry provifions to the different ports of

Kamchatka, or were freighted by individuals, who make
expeditions in the iflands Kurilles, Aleuthes, and Alakfa,

to chafe beavers, foxes, and bears. The harbour-mafter.

Lieutenant Sind, informed me, that during the laft year tlie

Captains Kreniczin and Levafchcff, who were fent by
order of the Emprefs on a voyage of difcovery, had

armed two vcffels, one the St. Peter and St. Paul, and the
' L 2 other
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other named the Elizabeth, with which they departed to

examine the coaft of California ; but that they returned

without doing any thing, under the pretence that their

crews had mutinied, though the true reafon for their

want of fuccefs conlifted in their ignorance and want of

experience.

Being defirous of profiting by my flay in this place,

3 inquired of different perfons concerning the interefts

of Ruflia, the population of Siberia, the hiftory of the

country, the cuftoms, manners, and ufages of its inha-

bitants, their prejudices, and treaties between one na-

tion and another j but as this fubjed is in fome refped:

foreign to the purpofe intended in the prefent narrative, I

{hall content myfelf with annexing my ideas in the form

of a fupplement to the prefent memoir, and fhall only

obferve in this place, that Ochoczk and Kamchatka are

become places of great importance to RuiTia, from the

yearly incrcafe of revenue their commerce affords to that

empire. The following is a fhort ftatement of what I

learned from the Secretary of the Chancery : The impor-

tation of beaver fkins, one year with another,, amounts tO'

fixteen thoufand ; of fables twenty-three thoufand ; of er-

mines one hundred and eighty-four thoufand ; of black

foxes two thoufand five hundred ; of roffomaks feven thou-

fand ; of the common fox fourteen thoufand ; of the nor-

thern fquirrel thirty-fix thoufand ; of pefci and rabbits-

twenty-five thoufand ; of fea wolves fix thoufand ; and
of bears four or five thoufand. Thefe articles are conveyed

to Jenifeifk, in exchange for brandy, tobacco, flour,

coarfe cloth, filk, &c. the intrinfic value of which does-

not exceed two hundred thoufand roubles, though the

amount
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amount of the fale of the furs in China is near two millions

of roubles. From this ftatement it is evident that RufTia

cannot but gain immenfe capitals by this commerce.

The time of my flay at Ochoczk was very agreeable

;

but as I had rcafon to fear that the governor of.Jakutzk

would difcover our plot in his next difpatches, I per-

fuaded my companions unanimoufly to requeft orders^

for our departure, and to engage the governor to difmifs

us for Kamchatka as foon as poffible. This officer was

likewife urged by its being the feafon to difpatch vefTels

to Kamchatka, and accordingly embarked us on board

the packet St. Peter and St. Paul, of two hundred and

forty tons burthen, with eight pieces of cannon and

forty-three men, commanded by the Sieurs Efuryn and

Koroftilow ; their lading was one hundred and forty-two

facks of flour, each containing one hundred pounds ; two
hundred barrels of brandy, each containing twenty-five

pints ; and the reft of the cargo belonged to feveral mer-

chants, by whom it was freighted. On our arrival on board

we were received very roughly by the fecond in command,
who, after having indulging himfelf in a fet of invedlives,

caufed us to be chained and confined before the maft, with

orders to employ us in. the meaneft labour. As we had

aJready been accuftomed to a fmall portion ol: libert}^,

our fituation afflided us not a little ; but it lafled only

one day, for on the arrival of the captain we were de-

livered from our fetters, and had the fatisfaftion to fee

our enemy punilhed with fifty ftrokcs of the knoat for

having ad:ed without orders.

The journal of our navigation is not fufficiently inte-

icfting to be given in detail ; I fhalij therefore, fpcak. only
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of the leading circumftances. On the 2 2d of November we
dropped down the river to its mouth, where we moored in

two fathoms and three quarters water, the wind being north.

On the 23d we fet fail, the wind having changed to the

north-weft, with a very hollow fea and confiderable cold.

On the 24th a violent tempeft arofe, which obliged us to

lay-to, the wind being then fouth-weft ; the gale in-

creafed in the night, and the Captain, with all his men,

having got drunk on the occalion, a favourable opportu-

nity prefented itfelf to feize this vefTel, thus abandoned

to the fury of the elements. Unfortunately for us, how-
ever, the fwell of the fea, and repeated fqualls of wind,

prevented our executing an attempt of this nature. On
the 25th in the night the wind, after veering all round

the compafs, fixed at north-eafl, and continued to blow

with extraordinary violence. About three in the morning

our main-maft fprung, and we carried away the mizen-

topmaft ; fo that nothing remained ftanding but the mizen-

maft. The noife of thefe difafters roufed the captain, who
crawled out of his cabin to give us orders, but part of the

wreck falling upon him, broke his arm, and rendered him
incapable ol attending his duty, in which, indeed, he would
have had no opportunity of difplaying much manage-

ment, as the whole of our mafls, yards, and rigging, was

nearly unferviceable. In this fituation of extreme necei-

fity we redoubled our efiorts to repel the danger, and

the failors, drunk as they were, feemcd well aware of

the utility of our fervices. Some of them joined us,

and with hearty curfes on their officers for ignorant

and drunken wretches, fwore that they would obey our

orders.
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orders. The captain, who was likewife perfuaded that

he was indebted to our efforts for his prefervation, and

being afraid to put the command into the hands of his

mate, whom he had hitherto kept in irons, declared loudly

that he entrufted the condud of the veffel to my care till

he fhould be himfelf able to attend to it.

On the 26th about noon the wind flackened, and after

much labour I fet the fore-fail by pafling a flay from the

bowfprit to the flump of the main-mafl. At five in the

afternoon the wind changed to north-wefl, and flackened,

fo that we fet the mizen and mizen-flay-fiil ; but we could

not keep her to her courfe long, for the wind changed

again to eaft-fouth-eaft, which obliged me to clofe hawl, in

which fituation we made our courfe good between fouth

and fouth one quarter weft. On the 27th we faw land,

and by a meridian obfervation the latitude was fifty-four

degrees feventeen minutes. The failors affirmed that the

land was the ifland of Sachalin. Our fituation tempted

me to feize this occafion of efcaping from flavery

:

I therefore propofed to the crew to anchor on the coaft

of Korea, to repair our mafts and trim our cargo, which
had fhifted in fuch a manner as to endanger our over-

fetting, in cafe we fhould be vifited by a gale of wind
like the former. Notwithftanding this, how^ever, all

the rhetoric I could ufe was incapable of prevailing

over the crew, who, being encouraged by the appear-

ance of fettled weather, obliged me to bear away from
the coaft of Korea. It was in vain that I made ufe of
iron and garlick to falfify the compafs. This ftratagem,

perhaps, might have fucceeded if the wind had not

changed ; but it fuddenly fet in between the fouth-weft

and
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and Ibuth fouth-weft, and thus forced me, in fpite of

of my inclination, to diredl my courfe for Kamchatka.
On the I ft of December we difcovered land, which the

failors perceived to be the mountain of Alakfa, and from
their information refpefting the land marks I brought
the veiT&l into- the mouth of the Bolfa.

CHAP. IV.

ARRIVAL AT KAMCHATKA. CONFERENCE WITH SOME EXILES THERE.

THEV WAIT UPON THE GOVERNOR, AND RECEIVE INSTRUCTIONS.

VILLAGE OF THE EXILES. ORDINANCES OF THE CZAR PETER
FOR THEIR REGULATION.

/^N the 2d, at high water, we entered the port; and
^^ m this place my command terminated. On the 3d
we were fet on fhore, and lodged in a yourth, which is

a kind of houfe built of earth, the roof alone being

vifible above ground. We were guarded by four fol-

diers, eight CofTacks, and a ferjeant. About noon we
faw feveral veflels, which dropped down the river

;

they were of the kind called Bajdara in the language of
the country, formed of very thin planks, faftened

together with whalebone, or covered with fea wolves
fkins, well fewed together. One of thefe veflels con-
veyed a Ruflian officer with ten Cofl'acks, deputed from
the Governor of Kamchatka to receive the packets from
•ourt, and take the exiles under his guard. The

officer
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officer went firft on board the vefTel, and afterwards

on jQiore, where he relieved our guard by his Coffacks.

A certain fomething, which, according to his own ex-

prcflion, ftruck him at firft fight of me, excited his curi-

ofity to know who I was, which I fatisfied laconically by

anfwering, " a foldier, once a general, but now a flave."

This anfwer furprized him, and, as he has fince protefted,

conciliated his efteem. When he learned that my com-
panions v/ere likewife officers, he prefented us with a

dinner according to the cuftom of the country, which
conlifted of boiled fifh, roafted fifh, and fifh powdered and
made into bread. This cookery would have difgufted

famine itfelf, but the thing which the moft effedually

overfet my ftomach was the drink ; it was compofed of

fifli putrified in water, the corruption of which gives the

water a certain fournefs. During the dinner, at which
it might be of fome fervice to the epicures of our great

towns to have been prefent, the converfation turned on
the manners and cuftoms of the country, and the con-

cluiion in every cafe was, that there is not a more
miferable country on the face of the earth. After dinner

the officer caufed us to embark in his boats, two in each,

and conducted us to thfe town called Bolforetzkoy

Oftrogg.

After rowing four verftes we met four veflels, with

men on board very well cloathed. They flopped

to queftion us concerning Europe, but when they were

informed by our guards that we were exiles, we were
furprized to behold their change of countenance, and the

joy and fatisfadion, which they could not conceal. We
fuppofcd their ofFcrs of fervice and demonftrations of

Vol. I, M gladnefs
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gladnefs were mockery, and as we thought ourfeh'^es

jufily offended, we threatened vengeance if they con-

tinued to infult our misfortunes, and moft affuredly

we fliould have returned the fuppofed infult, if the

commander of our convoy had not informed us

that our quarrel was founded in mifundcrftanding,

and allured us that our fuppofed antagonifts were

companions in misfortune, being exiles as well as

ourfelves. The fimilarity of our fate and misfortunes

produced an inftantaneous friendfhip, and their firft

tranfports of joy, which were founded only on the hope

of finding fome confolation in our fociety, were fucceeded.

by tears. They gave us an affecting account of their

fituation, and the cruelty with which they were treated ;

and their recital confirmed us in the opinion, that there

is no flavery more dreadful than that of an exile at Kam-
chatka. 1 afliired them that we fet the higheft value on

their good wifhes, and in the name of all my compa-

nions teftified our ardent defire to continue in friendfhip,

and maintain an indiflbluble connection with them.

This firft moment of converfation afforded me a favour-

able opportunity of eftablifliing a fyftem of union among
the exiles ; for they did not fail to inform me that many
among themfelves were continually caballing about the

governor, in hopes of gaining his favour at the expence

of their companions. My obfervations on this fubjedt

appeared to a6t ftrongly upon them, and they protefted

that they would embrace the earliefl opportunity of

affembling all our friends, to determine upon the efta-

blifhment of a certain order among them, and that they

believed they could not do better than to acknowledge me
as
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as their chief, &c. This declaration was very flattering

to me, and I have Unce been perfectly convinced of tlie

advantages of the fteps they propofed to take.

The officer fearing to be benighted, prefled us to

continue our journey. Our new companions changed

their courfe to accompany us, and during this fhort

voyage the aflurances and proteftations of the moft

fincere friendfhip were a hundred times repeated. They
promifed that we fhould find conveniencies in their ha-

bitations fufficient to permit us to reft a few days after

our fatigue; but that it would foon after be neceffary

to labour, in order to fecure ourfelves from famine.

Their accounts of the place entirely difheartened my
companions ; but as to myfelf, who have always laid it

down as a principle to do every thing in my power to

prevent the greateft evils, to overcome the prefent, and

to give myfelf little concern for the future, I was only

attentive to fuch parts of their narration as tended to

render me acquainted with our fituation, and the pofll-

bility of delivering ourfelves from it. My conclufions

were nearly as follow : i . That liberty was granted to

us merely for the purpofe of earning a fubfiftence, of

which we could not affure ourfelves without the moft

unremitted labour. 2. That is was of the greateft

confequence that I fhould gain the favour of the gover-

nor, in order to obtain permiffion, on fome future oc-

cafion, to arm a veiTel to hunt the beaver, in order that

we might make our efcape on that firft occafion.

3. That it was neceffary to cftablilh an union among
:iil the exiles, and to caufe them to adopt a certain

deference for me. 4. That it was abfolutely neceffary

M 2 to



84 MEIvfOIRS AND TRAVELS of

to invent Tome method of keeping the fecret, on the

confidence of which I might be enabled to confer with

many individuals refpefting our departure.

My mind was fo occupied in the adjuftment of thefe

concerns that I paid very little attention to the cir^

cumftances of our voyage : we arrived, therefore, infen-

fibly, at the clofe of the day, to tlie town ; where, on
our landing, we were fhut up in a houfe oppofitc the

fortrefs. On the 4th, at ten in the morning, we were
condudied by our guards before the governor, Mr. Nilow,.

who having been informed of the fervices I had per-

formed in the courfe of our navigation, received me very

civilly, and thanked me for the care and pains I had \

taken in preferving the £hip. After which he feparately

examined us refpeding our quality, caufes of our exile,

&c. and laftly ordered us to go before the fecretary of
the chancery, Mr. Sudeikyn, who, he informed us,

would give us more ample inftrudioiis refpedling our fu-

ture fituation, which, as far as depended upon himfelf,

he would not fail to mitigate, provided we behaved
ourfelves with obedience, and performed our duty in a

peaceable manner, by remitting the hyaffak or tribute

to the chancery which fhould be prefcribed. After this

fine fpeech he caufed us to be led to the fecretary, whom
we found in the chancery office ; the governor's fervant

put a paper into his hands, which he read, and then

alTured us that we might efteem it a great happinefs that

we were fent to Kamchatka, as there was not a better

difpofed gentleman in the whole world than the gover-

nor ; and that, with regard to himfelf, he was a gentle-

man of diflinclion honoured with the peculiar confidence

of
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of her Majcfty the Emprefs ; aiid moreover, that he was
difpofed to protedl us in the moft efFedlual manner. I

returned him our thanks for his goodnefs in interefling

himfelf in favour of the unfortunate, and intreated him
to inform us of our duty, and the mode of conduct to

which it was expedred we fhould conform ; in anfwer to

this he acquainted us,

1

.

That we fhould be fet at liberty on the following day,

and provided with fubfiftence for three days, after which
we muft depend upon ourfelves for our maintenance.

2. That each perfon would receive from the chan-

cery, a mufquet and a lance, with one pound of powder,

four pounds of lead, a hatchet, feveral knives, and other

inftruments and carpenters tools, with which we might
build cabins, and that we were at liberty to choofe our

fituations at the diftance of one league from the town ;

but that we fhould be bound to pay in furs, during the

firfl: year, each one hundred roubles, in return for thefe

advantages.

3. That every one muft work at the corvee one day

in the week for the fervice of government, and that we
might not abfent ourfelves from our houfes for twenty-

four hours without the permifTion of the governor.

4. That each exile fhould bring to the chancery fix

fables Ikins, fifty rabbits fkins, two foxes {kins, and

twenty-four ermines per annum.

After this information the fecretary difmiffed our

guards, and caufed provifions for three days to be im-

mediately diftributed, the v/hole confifcing of nine

pounds of dried fifh. We then quitted the chancery and

went diredlly to the magazine to receive our arms and

utenfils,
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Titenfils, which were carefully delivered to us according

to our choice, for the ftore-keeper permitted us to choofe

in confequcnce of our having promifed him fome furs.

It was with the greateft pleafure that I again beheld myfelf

armed ; and my companions received equal fatisfad:ion

from the fame circumftance. When we came out of the

magazine we perceived twenty exiles, who had brought

fome fledges drawn by dogs to affift in carrying our

chai-ge, and who offered us the ufe of their cabins until we
iliould have built our own. We accepted their invi-

tation, and departed towards their home. Their repeated

marks of civility were exceedingly fatiguing to us who
were in a ftate of extreme hunger, but at length, about

three in the afternoon, we arrived at their habitations,

which formed a fmall village compofed of eight cabins,

and the fame number of balagans, or magazines. In the

centre of the village we perceived a long fquare building,

which our new companions informed us was their public

hall of meeting.

Ihe number of thefe unfortunate men was twenty-

three, and there were about thirty women living

with them ; among thefe 1 remarked that a perfon of the

name of Cruftiew polTefi'cd a confiderable degree of

authority, and I foon perceived that it was his houfe

into which we were received. He caufed us to iit in his

yourt round the iire, while the women prefentcd us with

brandy and dried fifh, and afterwards tea and butter ; this

breakiafl: was followed by a dinner, which coniift d en-

tirely of fifli, and we were not without a defert, com-
pofed of caviar and cedar nuts. Our dinner paffcd in

threat filence, becaufe we were bufied in filling our empty
flomachs,
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ftomachs ; but, when we had performed this taflc, the con-

vcrfation began by enquiries on our part refpedling our

prefent iituation : the accounts we received ferved only

to render us more intimately acquainted with the extent

of our misfortunes. The following are the chief par-

ticulars concerning which we were informed :

1. That the ordinances of the Czar Peter ena<!led, that

no exile could polTefs property ; and that in confequence

of this cdid: the foldiers of the garrifon frequently entered

the houfes of the exiles and carried away whatever they

pleafed, againfk which depredation the exiles had no

remedy.

2. That in cafe an exile fhould have been fo rafh as

to flrike a citizen or foldier, though upon provocation,

he was condemned to die of hunger.

3. That on account of their being declared exiles from

civil fociety, every faithful fiibje£t was prohibited from

receiving them into their houfes.

4. That their lives being granted them for no other pur-

pofe than to implore the mercy of God and the remiflion

of their fins, they could be employed only in the meaneft

works to gain their daily fubfiftence.

The knowledge of thefe articles made me tremble

with horror and indignation ; this, exclaimed I to myfelf,

is the legiflation of a man revered by all Europe ! But as

I had no defign of patiently enduring the unhappy ftate-

of fuch a flavery, the account only encreafed my ardour

and my efforts to deliver myfelf from it. As the iirft

ftep, I determined to fpeak privately to Mr. Cruf-

tiew, who had an afcendancy over the others ; and'

who, on account of his having refided eight years at

Kaiii—.-
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Kamchatka, could eafily afford me every neceflary in-

formation.

After our converfation had turned for a confiderable

time upon the difagreeable events of the life into which

we were about to enter, and our hofts having aiTured us

that there were fome among them who had groaned

under this flavery for twenty-lix years, Mr. Panow, one

of my companions, who during the whole difcourfe had
appeared abforbed in contemplation, fuddenly exclaimed,
*' How is it poffible, my friends, that brave men like you
" can have endured this unhappy fate without having
*' made fome attempt to deliver yourfeves from tyranny ?

" You are afraid of death then, and in this cafe I fear wc
*' fhall find no true affociates in you."—He would have

continued his difcourfe, but Mr. Crufliew made a iign to

me to interrupt him, which I did by direding the con-
verfation to another fubjecl ; but at the fame time I re-

folved to afk the reafon from Mr. Cruftiew, why he ob-
je«3:ed to our converfing in an open manner.

Our entertainer caufed brandy and tea to be ferved,

and propofcd to his companions to receive us in

their cabins and fhare their provifions with us, ob-
ferving to them that we fhould not be able to build

new cabins during the winter. The congrefs applauded

this proportion, and, to conciliate our union, we fwore a

mutual friendfhip ; after which every one received a com-
panion. My lot, in which I confefs there was a flight

management, gave me to Mr. Cruftiev/.

CHAP.
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CHAP. y,

THE COUNT FORMS AN INTIMACY WITH MR. CRSUTIEW, AN EXILE.

SOCIETY ESTABLISHED FOR PROJECTING THE MEANS OF ESCAPE.

THE COUNT'S SPEECH AND PLAN OF A CONSTITUTION. THE EXILES

WAIT UPON THE GOVERNOR AND THE CHANCELLOR. THE COVER.

NOR APPOINTS THE COUNT TO TEACH THE LANGUAGES TO HIS

CHILDREN. AN UNFORESEEN EVENT TENDS GREATLY TO MITI-

GATE THE DISTRESSES AND ADVANCE THE PROJECTS OF THE
EXILES.

OUR places of habitation being thus fettled, every one
retired, and I feized the firft opportunity of being

alone w^ith Mr. Cruftiew, to enquire the reafon w^hy he
had interrupted the difcourfe of Mr. Panow, at the fame
time that I alTurcd him I could not perfuade myfelf that

any one amongfl them could be fo bafe as to betray his

companions : it is very true, replied he, my dear friend,

that you can have no reafon to think fo meanly of any of
them, though it is very certain, that there are fome among
US who would rather pafs the reft of their lives in this curfed

country than expofe themfelv^s to the mercy of the waves.

But the moft humiliating circumftance is, that there are

among us fome v/retclies, who, in hopes of obtaining their

liberty by betraying our fecrets, would certainly lofe no
time in communicating our projeAs to the governor ;

for, continued he, there exifts a law, which is the only
one in favour of exiles, to the effect, thatevery exile who
/hall have revealed to the governor any plot concerning his

authority, or relating the public peace, which may be
Vol. I. N carried
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carried on by other exiles, fliall be immediately fet at

liberty. He ended his difcourfe by afTuring me that his

life and his utmdft exertions were entirely at my fervice

;

that he would avail himfelf of the firft occafion to declare

me chief of the fociety, and that, in a word, my principles

and views fhoidd in future be the rule by which he

would direct his own. We, therefore, referred the more

ample confederation of our interefts till another occafion,

when we propofed to determine the manner of executing

an attempt, either to fet ourfelves at liberty, or facrifice

our lives in the purfuit.

Such was the ifTue of the firft day of my arrival, after

which we retired to reft. I made many refledions on all

that had happened during the courfe of the day, and

determined on the means of preferving the fecret of

whatever we might in future deliberate or conclude upon

amongft ourfelves.

I perceive that I cannot in future relate the conti-

nuation of my memoirs in the form of an hiftory, and

fhall therefore proceed in the form of a journal.

On the 5th, I arofe and examined the whole cabin,

which appeared to be very well furnifhed ; but what

furprized me the moft agreeably was, an alcove of the

fame kind as that in which I flept, which was filled with

French, Ruffian, Englifh, German, and Latin books,

placed in order. I found Anfon's Voyage laying on a

table, and began to read it with pleafure, but had fcarcely

finifhed the firft page before Mr. Cruftiew entered and

embraced me. Our firft converfation turned on this

fiimous voyager, and my friend informed me that for fix

years paft he had deliberated in his own mind on the

means
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means of quitting Kamchatka, and making his way to

the Marian illands. The account of the ifland of Ti-

nian, as defcribed in that publication, had ftruck the

imagination of Mr Cruftiew fo forcibly, that the ifland,

in his opinion, was nothing lefs than paradife. From
this turn of mind, I determined to acquaint him with the

refolution of myfelf and my companions, at the fame
time propofing that he fhould join us. He joyfully ac-

cepted my proportion, and kneeling before me, imme-
diately took an oath of fidelity and obedience. He af-

fured me likewife, that by his incorporation into our

fociety, he fhould reinforce it with twenty other compa-
nions ; but he requefted my permiflion to fpeak to them
concerning it. I was delighted with an acquifition of

fuch confiderable value, but confined myfelf to take his

oath of conftant friendfliip, at the fame time that I beg-,

ged him not to aS: precipitately, but to wait for the ap-

probation of our fociety ; the rules of which I was en-

deavouring to eftablifh for the purpofe of fecuring our
mutual prefervation and regulating our condudl.

After thefe preliminaries I informed my companions,
and we eftablifhed a committee of the following memoers

:

Myfelf, chief,

Panow,
Baturin,

Stephanow,

Solmanow,
'.'

.

:

Wynbladth,
Cruftiew,

'r . Wafili, my old fervant.

. •
. N 2 A-;
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At the opening of our affembly I addreiFed the meet-

ing as follows :

" A variety of events has forced us to this place, where
** we find ourfelves opprefled under one common misfor-
** tune. We are all aware of its cruelty and barbarity,

*' and its duration threatens us with the moft dreadful

confequences. The excefs of our misfortune ought,,

tlicrefore, to lead us to feek our own fafety, by throw-

ing off this abominable yoke of ilaveiy, to which in-

juftice and defpotil'm hath condemned us. The
** equality of our unfortunate fituation renders our con-
** ditions equal ; there can be no queftion therefore of
** preference among us in confequence of the titles

*' we may have formerly poflbffed, whether by birth

** or acquifition. At this moment we are equal

by the very nature of our fituation ; and from this

point it is that I will proceed to propofe to you a
*' conftitution relative to ourfelves, in order that we

may, with pcrfedl fafety, eftablifh a plan of operation,,

the execution of which will lead us to liberty."

From our own experience in the world we cannot

but be convinced, that no fociety can exift without
" the choice of a penon, to whom the fupremacy fliall

be intrufted. The choice of fuch a perfon ought

therefore to engage our firfi: attention. He fhall be

our creature, but at the fame time that we give him
our confidence, it will be neceflliry that we pay him
the moft perfedl fubmifiion. In order to proceed

without delay to this nomination, I propofe the moft

fimple method ; namely, that every one ftiali write the

name of the perfon on whom his choice fhall be fixed,

" and
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and the plurality of names fhall determine. ^When a

" chief fhaJl be thus eledied, let him fwear to keep the

following four articles :

1. That he fhall employ his utmoft abilities and

every pofTible means to form a plan, which he fhall

carry into effedt at the peril and rifk of his life. This
** plan fhall tend to fet us at liberty as early as pof-

<* fible."

2. That he jQiall not give any diftinguifhed preference

to any perfon amongft us ; but fhall inform the

committee of every thing which he may think of ad-

vantage relative to his operations."

'' 3. That in cafe the chief fhall be defirous of re-

nouncing his plan, or fhall remonftrate to that pur-

pofe to the committee, or even fliall converfe to that

effed: with any individual feparately, he fhall be

punifhed, ipfo faSio^ with death, and the committee
** fhall have the right to execute this fentence in what-
** ever manner may to them appear the moft expedient."

4. That after the chief fhall have made his oath he

fhall receive a feparate oath from each of the indivi—
** duals who form the fociety, and that the oath fhall in

*' fubftance be as follows :

" I. That each member of the fociety fhall employ
** his utmofl exertions and abilities, at the peril of hi;

•* life, to co-operate in the execution of the plan which
" fhall be adopted for the obtaining of liberty."

*' 2. That havincr acknowledged the authoritv of his

*•* chief, he fliall obey him with the moft perred: fub—
" miffion ; and that as he finds himfclf, by injuftice and
"' defpotifm^difcardedfrom all civil and political fociety,

he-

c<

It
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'' he will, without any reftridion, obey the orders of

" the chief eled, acknowledging him as his fov^ereign

^' and mafter."

" 3. That having rendered himfelf, by virtue of his oath,

" worthy of the confidence of the fociety without any
*' reftrid:ion, each individual fhall engage to keep the

<* moft profound fecrecy concerning every thing which
<' fliall have been treated or determined from that day
*' forwards ; and in cafe he fhall have betrayed this

<* engagement, he fhall acknowledge himfelf, ipfo fa&o^
*' culpable, and worthy to be punifhed with death, to

" which he fliall fubmit from the moment of his apof-

" tacy from the prefent oath ; fubmitting himfelf like-

" wife by the prefent a<£t to be the inftrumcnt of exe-

" cution of every fentence of death which fhall be de-
*' creed in the committee againfl any other of the fociety,

** whomfoever he may be."

" After taking this oath, let the chief, with all the

** members of the fociety, eftablifh a fourth article, as

" follows :

" 4. That if, in cafe of treachery, either the chief,

or any other perfon of the fociety, fhall iA\ into

the hands ol government, lie fhall keep the moft

profound fecrecy refpedting their union ^ and the

afTociation fliall ufe the means, at the riik and pe-

ril of their lives, to take that perfon out of the

hands of governmtnt, cither by refcuing him by open

force, or by providing him with poifon or arms to

deliver himfelf from opprelfion."

This fpeech was received >vith veneration, and I was

convinced, from the countenance of my auditors, that

they
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they approved my proportions. In confequence thereof

every one took, paper, and wrote a name according to

his choice. Upon opening the papers, feven bore my
name, and my paper that of Cruftiew, which determined

them to nominate Mr. Cruftiew my fecond. We then

proceeded to take our oaths, and I received thofe of the

other members of the fociety.

Such was the conclufion of my fecond day at Kam-
chatka. After having fixed the meeting of the com-
mittee for the I oth of the month, Mr, Cruftiew declared

that he had feveral friends to propofe as members of our

fociety, to which I acceded, and fixed the time of their

reception on the loth.

On the 6th we met, in order to proceed in a body to

pay our compliments to the governor. He received us,

and after having been informed that I fpoke feveral lan-

guages, he appointed me mafter of languages to his fon

and his three daughters, in confideration of which he
difpenfed me from all public work, and ordered the fame
fubfiftence to be allowed me as to the foldiers of the

garrifon. After having acquainted me with this deter-

mination, he called his children, and exhorted them to

be diligent, and learn whatever I might teach them.

After this ceremony we waited upon the chancellor,

who admitted us in the fame manner. We found him
playing at chefs with Koloflbw, hettman of the CoiTacks.

He ordered us to wait till the game was finifhed. I ap-
proached the table and examined the ftate of the game.
My particular attention furprized the chancellor, who
enquired if I underftood chefs ; i anfwered in the af-

firmative. Soon after, finding his own game defpcrate,

and,
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and, in his opinion, loft, he told me he would give me
iifry roubles if I could win it. The hettman protefted

that he would not play with an exile, as it was contrary

to the laws, but the chancellor maintained that he might

legally do it, as the laws prohibited only the communi-
cation with exiles ; and at laft the hettman, rather

piqued at the chancellor's intimation that he was fearful

of lofing the party, confented that I fhould play the

game out. He had the advantage of a caftle, a knight,

and two pawns. At the third move I uncovered my
caftle, which ftood behind a bifhop and oppoftte to the

queen, at the fame time that 1 checked the king

with my bifhop. The lofs of the queen fecured the

game in my favour, fo that I foon gave the check-mate.

At the end of the game I found that it had been

played for five hundred roubles on a fide, and I imme-
diately received the fifty roubles. The hettman being

vexed, was defirous of having his revenge, and the chan-

cellor confented to find money for my ftake. He difmified

my companions, after prefenting them with two bottles

of brandy, and detained me to play at chefs. I won
three fuccefiive games, which put two thoufand roubles

into the chancellor's pocket, ol which, my part amounted

to one hundred and fiity roubles. At dinner time I re-

tired, and foon after, with great furprize, perceived the

hettman clofe behind me. He called after me very civilly,

and informed me that he had a projedl in his head, in

which, if I would join, I fhould find it much to my ad-

vantage ; but for my part I was apprehenfive that his lofs

might make him my enemy, and therelorc propofed to

rcftore the hundred and fiftv roubles which had been

pre-



COUNT DE BENYOWSKY. 97

prefented to me;' at the fame time making the beft ex-

cufes I could for what had happened. But my fears

were foon diflipated when he difcovered his projedt

;

which was, that I fhould play againft fome rich mer-
chants, who had won large fums of money of him, and
that if I had the good fortune to win he was certain of

gaining an immenfe fum, of which the fifth part fhould

be paid me on the fpot.

The fituation in which I found myfelf, and the want of

money to carry my enterprize into execution, made me
determine to accept his propofition, and to affure him of

the fortune of his rivals in this play. As foon as I had
given my confent, he forgot my fituation as an exile, and
prefied me to go to dinner with him. I was received by
his fami-y with great refpeft ; for he prefented me in the

character of an illuftrious, though unfortunate gentleman,

to whom his family owed great obligations. At dinner

we were furprized by feveral of the chief people of the

town, but my entertainer, who, by his charge, was the

third perfon in the government, knew fo well how to

manage the converfation, that he perfedly cftablifhed

that degree of confideration, which he was defirous I

fhould pofiefs. At my departure he caufed me to be

iupplied with provifions, namely_, butter, fait meat, rice,

and brandy lufficient, at leaft, to entertain my company
five days.

When I arrived at home I afiembled my companions,
and related to them every thing that had happened. At the

fight of my provifions and the hundred and fifty roubles,

they thought they beheld providence in perfon ; their

hopes were ftill more highly elevated, when I informed

Vol. I. 6 tliem
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them of the plot in which I had engaged with the hett-

man, againll: the merchants. Our evening thus pafled with

great chearfulnefs, and many were the caftles we built in

the air. As foon as the company was gone, I employed

myfelf in writing out copies in the Latin, French, and

German languages, for my fcholars ; and afterwards,

enlivened by hope, I retired to reft, and enjoyed the moft

refrefhing fleep.

CHAP. VI.

THE COUNT ENTERS UPON HIS OFFICE AS LANGUAGE-MASTER. THE

GOVERNOR PRESENTS HIM WITH A FEMALE SLAVE, AND A SLEDGE

DRAWN BY DOGS. A PROPOSAL MADE TO HTM BY SOME OF THE
CHIEF GENTLEMEN OF THE TOWN TO ESTABLISH A SCHOOL. A
PARTY AT CHESS. AN EVENING'S ENTERTAINMENT. PARTIALITY

OF MISS APHANASIA NILOW, THE GOVERNOR'S YOUNGEST DAUGH-
TER, FOR THE COUNT. MADAME NILOW APPROVES HER ATTACH-
MENT.

/^N the yth, my late riling obliged me to haften to

^^ the governor's, where I found the younger part of

the family afiembled in the hall. I gave them the

copies, and caufed them to fpell the words. The
youngefl: of the three daughters, whofe name was Apha-
naiia, who was Hxteen years of age, propofcd many
queftions concerning my thoughts in my prefent litu-

ation- Her queftions convinced me that her father had
given them fomc information concerning my birth and

misfortunes.
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inistortunes. I therefore gav^e them an account of my ad-

ventures, at which my fcholars appeared to be highly

affeded, but the youngefh wept very much. She was a

beautiful girl, and her fenlibility created much emotion

in my mind ;
—-but, alas, I was an exile.

The governor afterwards came in and attended to my
inftruclions. He appeared exceedingly well fatisfied with

my method, and informed me that he intended to prefcut

me with a Kamchatka female flave, a fledge, and two dogs.

1 thanked him for this favour, but obferved, that as an exile

I could not poffefs any property, and that I was refolved to

endure my fate with patience. He periifted, however, in

his refolution, and obferved that the fenate would not be

difpleafed at his kindnefs for me, after having received

an account of the effential fervice I had done the ftate,

by preferving the veflel, with the lives and fortunes of

the fubjedls of the Emprefs. The goodnefs of his dif-

pofition afFedled me greatly, and I thanked him with the

utmoft iincerity ; after which I took my leave. But he

detained me a fhort time, and ordered a fledge to be har-

neffed, which he put into my hands, with a condudlor,

whom he ordered to obey me.

When I arrived with this new equipage, my com-
panions cried out that miracles were revived ; and more
efpecially, when I informed them of all that the go-

vernor had faid, they verily believed themfelves delivered

from the yoke ot flavery under my protccflion. But
Mr. Panow furprized the affembly by obferving, that

they had no fuch reafon to rejoice, for the governor's

benevolence would flacken my zeal, and that afterwards,

at the firft change of a governor, we fliould remain ex-

O 2 pofed
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poft'd to the mercy of the barbarians. He was going on

with his difcourfe, when I judged it proper to interrupt

him by renewing my oath, with every airurance of my
being devoted to the good of the fociety.

After dinner I received a vifit from the hettman, who
was accompanied by MeflVs. Cafarinow and Rofcurakow,

two principal merchants. After the firft civilities they pre-

pofed to me to eftablifb a fchool for the languages, arith-

metic, and geography ; and, to enable me to undertake

this, they made an offer of putting together an entire

houfe, newly built, at any place where I might choofe

to eftablifh a public fchool. I accepted their offers, on
condition that they fhould perfuade the governor to fend

his children to this fchool : becaufe, as I was obliged to

repair every day to the governor's, I fliould not otherwife

have it in my power to fuperintend the public fchool.

We concluded our arrangement with the condition, that I

fhould receive five roubles per month for each child

;

that they fhould pay me befides half a rouble for wood
and lights ; and laftly that they fhould contribute together

to furnifli my houfe with moveables and a ftock of pro-

vifions, together with a fervant to drefs my vi6luals.

The more I refleded on the favourable change of my
lltuation, the more my hope increafed that I fhould be able

in fafety to execute the plan I had formed for my deliver-

ance. For the diftrcfling image of a wifewhom I loved,

and who in my abfence, in all probability, had given birth

to an infant, prefented itfelf conflantly to my mind, and
permitted me to receive no perfet^l fatisfadion. Abforbed
in thefe reflections, I paid little attention to the conver-

fation between my companions and our guefts j but the

hettman



COUNT DE BENYOWSKY. loi

hettman roufed me out of my reverie, by requefling mc
to come and dine with him and play a few games at chefs.

He informed me, that he had propofed this party to

Mr. Cafarinow, then prefent, who would take no denial,

and that each game fhould be for three hundred roubles, of

which he would ftake on my jQde one hundred and
twenty, and the chancellor the fame fum, and that, if I

won, the fixty roubles of each game would belong to

me; but that, in cafe 1 loft, they would bear my lofs.

Mr. Cafarinow confented to the engagement, on condition

that fifty games fhould to be played ; and that he might

be permitted to make an afTociation, any one of whom
fhould be at liberty to play againft me, as in like manner
it iLould be permitted either for the chancellor or the

hettman to play in my ftead. The hettman replied,

that he could not ftipulate but for himfelf : it was there-

fore determined to wait on the chancellor, to whom we
accordingly went. This gentleman performed his part

very dexteroufly, by making fome difficulties at firft, though
at laft he confented, and the articles were written down
and figned, w^th the additional ftipulation, that ready

money fhould be paid down at the end of each game.

The agreement w^.s ratified by an evening's entertain-

ment, at which fifty perfons were prefent ; and the

governor himfelf, with his family, came in. On his

arrival the mufic v/as fent for, and dances began. As
for myfclf, I v/as a friendly fpc6lator of the whole ; and,

being now upon terms ol great familiarity with every one,

I requefted the chancellor to fend a few bottles to my
companions. He invited them all, appointing a chamber
for their ufe, where they could fee every thing that pafied

without
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without coinirmnicating with the aflembly contrary to the

laws. During the whole entertainment, my fcholar Apha-
nafia never quitted me but to join in the dance, which fhe

did very gracetully ; her mother came up tons once, and

whifpered to me, I think your fcholar will become your

friend ; have an eye over her : I am a kind mother.— She

fpoke to me in very good German ; and as it was the firft

time I had converfed with her I felt fome embarrafTment,

but foon recolleding myfelf, 1 afiured her of my rcfpe6t

and inviolable attachment. The governor, obferving me
in converfation with the mother and the daughter, like-

wife came up to us, and afked the fubje<5t of our con-

verfation ; but Madame de Nilow prevented my anfwering,

by faying, that Hie was enquiring whether I could not

teach her daughter mulic. This mezzotermino delivered

me from all apprehenfion, and a fhort time afterwards

the governor and his lady retired. Mifs Nilow returned

to me, and informed me that her father had confented to

the eftablifhment of a public fchool, and that confequently

file, with her {ifters and brothers, fhould often have the

pleafure of vifiting her mafter. It is impofTible to

defcribe the amiable and graceful manner of this charming

girl. Two hours after midnight I attended my fcholar,

with her fifters, to the governor's houfc, and afterwards

returned home.

CHAP,
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CHAP. VII.

A BUILDING ERECTED FOR A SCHOOL. CONVERSATION WITH

MADAME NILOW. PROFITS ARISING FROM THE COUNT'S SKILL

AT CHESS. MISS APHANASIA CONVERSES WITH THE COUNT.

THE SOCIETY OF EXILES REINFORCED. HUNTING OF THE BEAR.

ON the 8th my friend Cruftlew came to me at day-

break, to enquire what iituation I had chofen for

the new edifice, and on going out of my hut I found

ahnoft all the pieces of wood for the building ready.

As foon as I had marked out the fituation the workmen
began to put them together. After breakfaft I repaired

to the governor's houfe to give the ufual leiTons to my
fcholars, whom I found ready, with the alphabet in their

hands. When they had faid their fpelling leffons, they

requefted me to write fome German and French words

in the Ruffian characters. It fortunately happened that

I was provided with a grammar of the Ruilian, German,
and French languages, which I had found among the

books of my friend. I put this into their hands, with

fome inftrudiions for the ufe of it. As foon as the IcfTons

were ended, I was afked a thoufand queftions concerning

my country, its manners, cufloms, &cc.

When I was preparing to depart, the governor's lady

arrived, and after difmifling her children, made me fit

down befide her. She informed me, that fhe was the

daughter of a SwedifL colonel, exiljd into Siberia ; that

her mother had changed her religion, and that fhe had
married Mr. Nilow, at that time lieutenant-colonel, a

wortliy



104 MEMOIRS AND TRAVELS of

worthy man, but greatly addided to drinking, the excefs

of which rendered him brutal and iiifupportable ; that fhe

enjoyed no pieafurc excepting that of feeing her family

grow up around her, though at the prefent inftant, after

having fuffered the mortification of feeing her two eldeft

daughters married to two officers who were addicted to

gluttony and drinking in the moft difgufting excels, fhe

could not but lament the fate of the youngeft, who was
intended by her hither to be married to a certain kuzma,
one of the moft difagreeable perfons in the univeffe.

She therefore intreated me to endeavour to gain the con-

fidence of the governor, and to ufe my utmofc exertions

to change this refolution. My reply to this good mother
was, that I would do my bcft, and that at all times fhe

fliould find me obedient to her commands. Soon after

I took my leave, and returned home, where I found an

invitation from Mr. Hettman to form a party at chefs.

In the mean time we dined, and after dinner Mr. Cruf-

tiew prefented to me the candidates for reception into our

fociety. About four o'clock a woman carne to take my
meafure for fhirts and clothes, according to the cuftom
oi this country, where the women perform the taylor's

bufinefs. At feveii o'clock I waited on the chancellor,

where I found five merchants. We played five games at

chefs, four of which I won, and after receiving one

hundred and eighty roubles, 1 took my leave.

On the 9th a merchant, named Cfulofnikow, heariitg

that I polfefied feme money, propofcd to me to play

a couple of games with him, but declared that he

v/ould not play for lefs than two hundred roubles a game.

I accepted his propofal, only deferring it till afternoon,

bccaufe
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becaufe I was obliged to attend my fcliolars at the gover-

nor's houfe. When I entered the hall I was furprized to

find Mifs Aphanafia abfent, and ftill more to hear that fhe

was ill in bed, but being defirous of taking her leflbn, (he

had afked leave for me to come to her, which her mother

had granted. I was accordingly introduced into her

chamber, where this amiable girl difclofed the fentiments

of her heart with fuch opennefs and fimplicity, that the

Ruffian language at that moment appeared to me the moft

mufical in the univerfe. Our converfation was inter-

rupted by the appearance of Madame Nilow. I therefore

took my leave, and on my arrival at home I found

Mr. Cfulofnikow, who loft three games at chefs. The
reft of the day was employed in fettling the order for the

reception of the candidates to be prefented by Mr. Cruf-

tiew. We agreed that the council of eight fhould

alone be entrufted with the fecrets, and that fuch other

perfons as might in future be admitted fhould be informed

only of ftich particulars as the council might judge

neceftary to commimicate to them to fecure their con-

fidence. At this meeting, therefore, the form of the

oath was drawn up, and we employed the reft of the

evening in preparing an entertainment.

On the loth, at day-break, Mr. Cruftiew went in

fearch of his candidates, and at nine in the morning
returned with them. Their names were as follow ;

Demetrius Kuzneczow, a free Ruffian merchant.

Aphanaft Kumin, Captain of the ColTacks, free.

Andrew Gurcinin, Chamberlain of the Emprefs Eli-

zabeth, an exile.

John Sibaew, Captain of the Hunters, free.

Vol. I. P Alexis
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Alexis Protopop, Archdeacon of the Chiirch, free,

Lcvonti Popovv, Captain of the Hunters, free.

John Cfiirin, brother to the captain ot a merchant

fliip, free.

Magnus Meder, of the Admiralty, exiled twenty

years.

John Wolkow, a free hunter.

Cafiimir Bielfki, a Polifli ftaroft, exiled fifteen years

before.

Gregory Lobczow, Colonel of Infantry, an exile.

Heraclius Prince Zadfkoy, exiled eighteen years before.

Julian Brandorp, a Swede, exiled fix years before.

Nicholas Srebernikow, Captain of a regiment of
Guards, an exile.

Andrew Biatzinin, an exile.

At eleven in the morning the candidates were intro-

duced to the committee, and the oaths and engagements

were read to them. They immediately took the oath,

and figned their engagements ; but in order to confirm

their fand;ion we determined that all thofe who were of

the Ruflian religion fhould go to confefiion, and take

the facrament to corroborate their oaths. In confequence

of this order Mr. Cruftiew attended them to the church,

where their confeflions were received, and the lacrament

was adminiftered to them by the Protopop. After their

return we celebrated our little feaft, and the governor with

his family, the chancellor, and the hettman, with feveral

other principal perfons of the town, came to us in the

evening, and honoured our aflcmbly with a vifit, which
fixed the epoch of the independence of the exiles :

For the governor, being extremely drunk, fwore, that he

acknowledged
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acknowledged me as chief of the exiles, and com-
manded the chancellor to regifter an ad in the chan-

cery, to authenticate this nomination ; at the fame time

promising to write a reprefentation in my favour to go-

vernment, in order that I might be employed in the

fervice of the ftate : The chancellor and the hettman
fupported the intentions of the governor, and had the

fatisfaftion to win near feven thoufand roubles from the

merchants, at chefs, who by this means paid the charges

of our entertainment.

On the I ith we determined to go in chace of the bear,

and obtained permifTion from the governor of four days

abfence. On this day I received a confiderable prefent

in linen and fome peices of plate from Mr. Nilow. 0«
the I 2th we departed, to the number of fixteen, well ar-

med, with eight fledges, and went down the river which
was frozen. At the diftance of twenty-eight verftes we
flopped at the dwelling of the tajou or chief of Cfekawka :

he gave us an account of the feveral vifits he had re-

ceived from the bears in his neigbourhood, and entertained

us and our dogs with a dinner ; after which he conduced
us to a brook which fell into the river of Kamchatka.
But the inflant that he perceived three bears at play on
the banks of this rivulet, he earneftly entreated us to re-

tire, affuring us that thefe creatures would be the death

of us. After delivering this advice, he decamped, and
we approached our enemies 'till within the diftance of

mufqutt fhot, when we difcharged our fire-arms, and
wounded rhcm. Enraged with their wounds, they

came forward to attack us with the utmoft fury. It

was a fortunate circumftance that my companions were

P 3 accuflomed
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accuftomed to this chace. They met the bears, and,

after a long combat, flew the whole three ; for none of

them chofe to quit the field of battle.

The following circumftances are proper to be taken

notice of refpeding this manner of hunting. At fight

of a bear one of the hunters advances to begin the attack,

which he does by prefenting his left arm to the animal,

having previoufly fecured himfelf by thick pieces of wood,,

faftened lengthways upon the arm, in order that the bear

may not break it at the firfi: gripe. The moment the

animal feizcs the arm the hunter firikes him with a lance

within the left fhoulder. After this ftroke the other

hunters continually run their lances into the body of the

animal, who often breaks the weapons, and, if the firfl:

flroke be not effedlual, throws down his opponent and

ftrangles, or at leaft maims him.

After having fiain thefe three bears we laid them on
our ficdges and returned towards Cfekawka. At the half

diftance we met the tajou with twenty natives of Kam-
chatka, armed with lances and bows. They acquainted

us that they came to aflift us ; but when they faw the

dead bears they fung our praife, and conduced us back

in triumph. The firft care of the Kamchatka men
was to fkin the bears, for which they gave us twenty-fix

martins fkins, and eight foxes fkins for the ilefh. This

bargain was very agreeable to us, and we refolved to fally-

forth by moon-light to make another prize. We fuc-^

ceeded very well in this attempt likewife, for we flew five

others, but Sibaew was wounded.
Among thefc bears there was one of prodigious fize, and

as white as fnov/. We fct apart his fkin as a prefent for tlue

governor i
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governor ; and propofed to apply the four others to

our own ufe as mattraffes. We therefore laid them on our

fledges, and returned towards our habitations, where we
ikinned them, and faked the flefh ; after which we
carried our prefent to the governor, who was highly

pleafed with it»

CHAP. VIII.

PUBLIC SCHOOL OPENED. THE SOCIETY OF EXILES MEET ON
BUSINESS RELATIVE TO THEIR ESCAPE BY SEA. CHESS. THE
COUNT COMPOSES CHARTS OF THE COASTS AND ISLANDS AD-

JOINING TO KAMCHATKA. DANGEROUS CONSEQUENCE OF THQ
AFFAIR LAS^ DEBATED IN THE SOCIETY OF EXILES. AVERTED
BY THE COUNT, W^O NARROWLY ESCAPES ASSASSINATION. HiS

ENEMY PUNISHED.

ON the 14th, the fchool-room being ready, I received

my fcholars, and made choice of Mefl*. Cruftiew

and Panow as my afliftants. At four in the afternoon

the governor's children appeared. The number of my
fcholars amounted to twenty-three, among which were

three merchants, who came to learn arithmetic.

On the 1 6th Sibaew requefted me to call a meeting,

in order to communicate a difcovery relative to our enter-

prize. I appointed that very night at eleven o'clock.

When ths com.mittee was affemblcd, 1 demanded of him
the communication he had to make, which was as follows.

In
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In the coiirfe of the preceding month of Auguft, Cfur

lofriikow faildB from Ochoczk with a veflel of one I\un-

dred and fifty tons, armed, and bound to the Aleuthes

iflands, to catch beavers. His crew confifted of twenty-

eight hunters, who had never been at fea before, and

thefe being overtaken by a violent tempeft, had run the

veffel afhore. Cfulofnikow in this jund:ure had forced

the people to work without intermiflion to get the veflel

off the ground ; and upon their refufal to perfevere, had
obtained military afliftancc from the governor to compel
them. In confequcnce of which treatment they had
unanimoufly determined, firft to get the veffel off, and
afterwards to n:iake their efcape with her out of flavery.

Mr. Sibaew having been confulted by them on this affair,

took advantage of their difpofition to infinuate that they

had no chance of fucceeding in their attempt unlefs they

could engage me to take the command, which they

immediately refolved to do, and entreated him to inform

me of their determination. He therefore thought it in-

cumbent on him to acquaint the committee, that they

might determine what was propereft to be done in thefe

circumflances, which in his own opinion he thought

very advantageous to our intcrefls ; as by increafing our

number we might put ourfelves in a fituation to employ
open force in feizing a vcffel, and making our efcape

with our arms in our hands, in cafe we could not fucceed

by ftratagcm.

This propofitlon appeared very interefting to us. The
opinion of every perfon prefent was therefore taken, and
the focicty was at laft induced to adopt mine, which was
as follows :

That
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That Sibaew jQiould return for anfwer to them, that I

was greatly affefted with the fuiTerings they endured, but

that having already been betrayed, once before, in my en--

deavours to aiTift the unfortunate, I could not trvift to

their propofals. For it would be fufEcient if out of

twenty-eight there fhould be one apoftate who might

betray me ; and as the enterprize was of the nature of a

revolt, they would be punifhed by being condemned
for life to the mines. I recommended that no other

anfwer fhould be made them on my part but this ; but I

engaged Sibaew to encourage them in their difpofltion to

quit Kamchatka, and perfuade them to ufe every means of

gaining my confidence, while I referved to myfelf the

conduct and management of their plot when it ihould be

brought nearer to an ifTue.

On the I yth in the morning Sibaew arrived with two
of the principal perfons of the crew of Mr. Clulofni-

kow, the one named Lapin, who was mafler, and the

other Parenciin, who was carpenter. They both threw

themfelves at my feet as foon as they entered, and con-

jured me not to abandon them in their enterprize. They
obferved, that their refolution ought to be agreeable

to me, as I fhould thereby fecure my liberty ; and they

offered to engage themfelves by oath to be faithful and
obedient to me in all my commands, and to follow

me to the end of the world. I continued to urge

difHculties until they had aflured me that they would
engage themfelves by the mofi: facred oath, and take

the holy communion to corroborate every engagement
into which I might think proper to require them to

enter. This refolution determined me to give them
foms
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fome hopes that I would accept the charge, provide 1

they engaged their companions to follow my fortunes

under the fame oath. For whu:h purpofe 1 told them,

that as foon as they were all agreed, they might come lO

me, in order to execute their oath of union.

After their departure, I aflembled my companions, r.nd

communicated to them the agreement I had made with.

the chiefs of Cfulofnikow's people. The fteps I Ijad

taken were approved, and the company finding them-
felves reinforced by twenty-eight flrong, robuft and deter-,

mined men, no longer doubted of fucccfs. We agreed:

from that day forward to bufy ourfclves in making car-

tridges, and preparing our arms. Each of us was dirc6lcd

to provide a mufquet, a pair of piftols, a flibre, a lance,

and fixty cartridges.

On the 1 8 th I pafled the day with the chancellor

in playing at chefs, and I won feven games. On my re-

turn I found Mr. Norin, lieutenant of the garrifon, who
afked me to lend him five hundred roubles, which he
wanted to fit himfelf out, as he was nominated comman-
der at Nifnioftrogg. I promifcd to comply with his re-

queft, on condition that he gave me his word of honour
to behave with humanity towards the unfortunate exiles

dwelling within the limits of his jurifdidion. He ac-

companied me home, where I put the five hundred

roubles into his hand, and received in return his pro-

teftations of friendfliip and gratitude. My companions

were much concerned at my liberality ; but vvhen I

affured them that I had near five thoufand roubles in

my box, they found themfelvcs more at eafc in that

rciped:.

On
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On the 19th the chancellor defired me to compofe a

reduced chart of the Kurilles and Aleuthes iflands, together

with the coafts of Kamchatka, and Ochoczk ; and, in

order that I might obtain the neceflary information, he

gave me permiiHon to take out of the archives w^hatever

pieces I might find relative to the fubjedt. As this

bulinefs tended to divert my wearifome fituation, and, at

the fame time, to fupply me with the knowledge which

was requifite to the execution of my projed:, I undertook

it very willingly ; and on that very day I received out of

the Chancery fcveral journals and relations of fea voyages,

made either by the officers in the Imperial Ruffian fervice,

or by individuals. At the firft perufal, however, I was

convinced that I couid advance nothing with certainty,

except fuch articles as I found in the journals of Span-

berg, Bering and Tffiikow,

On the 20th Madame de Nilow preffied me much to

teach her daughter mufic. Unfortunately, however, my
whole knowledge of this art confifted in playing the harp,

an inftrument which it would have been a miracle to

have found in Kamchatka. Neverthelefs, to pleafe this

lady, I promifed to make one ; though I had never

handled any cabinet-makers tools. On my return

home I confulted with my friends, concerning the ac-

compliffiment of my promife ; and, after I had made
a model, Mr. Panow undertook to affiift me in the con-

ftrudion of the inftrument ; Mr. Cruftiew engaged to

make the firings with the entrails of dogs and rein deer,

and Mr. Stephanow promifed to make all the iron

fcrews.

Vol. I. Q^ On
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On the 2ifl:, Mr. Cfulofnikow, the merchant, came

to me, and reproached me with having excited his crew

to mutiny, and threatened that, if I did not point out

the ringleaders to him, he would directly go and com-

plain to the governor, and demand an order for my im-

prifonment. The direct and alTured manner in which

this man made his attack, led mc to fear fomc treachery

on the part of his people ; but, as it was necefl'ary to

avoid every appearance of confufion, I replied, that he

muft be out of his fcnfes to accufe mc with fo ftupid an

undertaking. I admitted that his people had applied to

me for an engagement to build my houfe, and that I had

made a bargain with them, which, however, I would
willingly cancel, if the governor judged it inconvenient.

I aflured him that I entered into this explanation, not

with a view to juftify myfelf to him, whom I defpifed too

much to think of making any reply to his accufations

;

but that I did it to make him bluili at his want of hu-

manity. I moreover affured him, that I fhould lofe no
time in waiting on the governor, and making him ac-

quainted with the execrable treatment with v/hich he

purfued his people, who> though unable to fubfill: with-

out working, were deprived even of that refource, as far

as his power could go ; and that, as to myfelf, I fliould

foon find an opportunity to punifli him for his infolence,

in having dared to attribute fuch proceedings to me.

During our converfation, feveral of my companions
came up ; and when informed of the fubjeA of our dif-

courfe, they attributed his proceeding to a defire of

avenging himfelf for the lofs of a fum of money againft

me
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me at chefs. The conteft foon became warm, and ter-

minated in a fhower of blows, which fell to his fhare.

To prevent the bad confequences of this adventure, I

immediately waited upon the governor, and informed

him of the accufation of Cfulofnikow, not forget-

ting to mention the infolence of his behaviour. The
governor, irritated by the rcnrefentations of his lady and

the reft of his family,, fent a ferjeant in fearch of

Cfulofnikow, and the moment he appeared, without fuf-

fering him to fpeak, he declared to him, that if he ever

infulted me in future, he would fend him to prifon, and

profecute him for having loft the vefTel entrufted to his

care ; and that fmce he had information that the veffel

could not be got off, he would difcharge his crew from

their contrad, and give them full liberty to enter on board

of any other veffel. The governor accordingly fent his

officer to the chancellor, in order that his commands
might be carried into execution ; and poor Cfulofnikow

found himfelf obliged to fubmit without fpeaking a word.

I thanked the governor, and returned homewards,

but had fcarcely proceeded one third of the way be-

fore I was attacked by Cfulofnikow and his coufin,

with two ftout bludgeons and drawn knives. I had no

other arms than a ftick, and was at a diftance from every

place of affiftance. Hov/ever I fet myfelf in a ftate of

defence with my back againft a ftore houfe, and in this

Htuation I received many ftrokes on the arm. One of my
blows was fo lucky as to fall on the head of Cfulofni-

kow' s companion, and extended him upon the earth
;

upon which, having only one to deal with, 1 attacked my
man with fury, broke my ftaff, and then flew upon

0^2 him
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him with my fifts. At the firft onfet I had the good

fortune to ftrike him fuch a vie lent blow that he vo-

mited blood, and begged his life, which I granted, at

the fame time that I reproached him with his treachery.

I promifcd, however, not to fpeak of this adventure to

the governor.

After I had left him and was proceeding on my way,

I met Sibaew, v/ho feeing mc all bloody, With fevcral

contufions on my head, enquired what had happened,

and upon being informed, he ran to the governor's houfe

to carry the news. The governor immediately fent a

detachment to feize Cfulofnikow and his coulin, the

latter of whom died that afternoon, by the fradlure of
his fkull. Cfulofnikow was condemned to fix months
public labour, and his whole property confifcated to the

ufe of the ftate and the church. For my part it was
with great difficulty that I reached home, and notwith-
ftanding every care, I was obliged to keep my bed ten

days, during which time I received continual vifits from
the chiefs of the country, and efpecially the family of the

governor, which appeared to be highly interefted in my
welfare.

CHAP.
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C H A P. IX.

THE EXILES NARROWLY ESCAPE POISONING, ON NEW YEAR'S DAY.

DISCOVERY OF THE AUTHOR, WHO DISCLOSES THEIR PROJECT,

AS COMMUNICATED TO HIM BY ONE OF THEIR NUMBER. THE
EXILES MEET. AND PUT THE TRAITOR TO DEATH IN THE NIGHT.

FARTHER ENQUIRIES MADE BY GOVERNMENT, WHICH ARE REN-

DERED ABORTIVE BY AN ACCIDENTAL CIRCUMSTANCE,

ON the I ft of January, 1771, we paid our refpe(^s ta

the governor and other principal perfons, and after-

wards aflembled, in order to make a kind of entertain-

ment. We had received from feveral merchants, prefents

of tea and fugar, with v^hich we regaled ourfelves. But
this pleafure coft us dear; for in a quarter of an hour after

we were feized with violent cholics and vomiting. Mr.
Panow was the firft who affured us that we were poifoned,

for he affirmed that he had obferved many of the pieces

of fugar tafted fait. In confequence of this fuppofition,

each of us drank a large quantity of whale oil. It is

impoffible to defcribe our fufferings ; fome were af-

fedled more than others, and as to myfelf, who had
only taken one cup of tea, I found, after I had taken

the oil, that my pains difappeared with only a trembling

in all my limbs. But my utmoft exertions were required

to attend my other companions, conlifting of fourteen

perfons, many of whom vomited blood.

During this crifis, feveral of our companions came to

fee us, who, when they found what had happened, made
hafte to bring a quantity of the rein deer's milk,

which
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which at laft mitigated our pains, and caufed them to go

off with a trembling of the limbs, excepting Mr. Cfurin,

who died in the night, and Mr. Panow, who continued

fcarccly alive. As foon as we had recovered our forces

and began to rcflccl upon this event, we examined the

fugar. 1 gave a piece to a cat, and another piece to a

dog, wrapped up in part of a fifli. Both thefe animals

were flrongly convulfed, and burft in the fpace of half an

hour. This experiment convinced us that Mr. Cafarinow,

a merchant, had poifoncd the fugar ; but as it was of im-
portance to fearch this affair to the bottom, we deter-

anined to keep the fecret, for which rcafon we caufed the

Protopop to attend the burial of Mr. Cfurin, and Mr.
.Panov/, finding himfelf better, was conveyed to his hut.

r: On the 2d, about noon, I waited on the governor, with

•the intention of giving him an account of our accident

;

and, as a proof, I carried with me the fugar loaf. The
governor was not inclined to give credit to my decla-

ration, for which reafon I oftered to convince him by

fending for Mr. Cafarinow, and proposing to him to drink

tea, at the fame time that notice might be incidentally

taken, that I had prefented the governor with a loaf of

fugar. For I obferved that the behaviour of Cafarinow

,on this occafion, could not fail, either to clear up his in-

nocence, or indicate his guilt. Madame Nilow approved

my propofal, and the governor confented to follow my
advice, on condition that I fhould be a witnefs to what
might happen, from a neighbouring chamber.

The governor accordingly fent for the chancellor, the

hettman, and Cafiirinow, with tv/o other merchants.

The moment I f.uv them arrive, I retired into the next

room.
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rcom, where I could hesr every thing that paflcd. The
chancellor and the hettman arrived lirft, and were in-

formed of the bufinefs for which they had been requefted

to come. They concluded that Cafarinow had executed

this aft of revenue ag-ainft me on account of his havine

loil: a large fum of money at chefs, and declared that they

did not doubt the truth of my relation. They at the

fame time obferved, that if the fadl Ihould be eftablifhed

againft Cafarinow, it would be abfolutely neceffary to

punifli him with the utmoft rigour of the law, by con-

demning him to labour in the mines, after conhfcation of

his whole fortune.

Cafarinow at laft arrived with the two other mer-
chants : the governor received them politely, and entered

into difcourfe concerning the fitting out of fome {hip-

ping for the iflands Aleuthes, to catch beavers. In the

midft ol their dialogue, the governor propofed tea, which
was accepted by the whole company, and he continued

his difcourfe with Cafarinow, by afking if he was not in

the habit of taking tea fev^eral times in the courfe of the

day, to which he anfwered in the affirm.ative. In the

mean time the table v/as fet out, and the governor, lookino;

at the fugar-loaf upon the table, expreffed his fur-

prize at the generofity of the exiles who arrived laft, and
obferved that he had received as a nev/-year's gift from me,
two lugar loaves, part of which he had now the pleafure

of Oifering to the company. At thefe words Cafarinov/

turned pale, and upon the governor's enquiry whether he
was ill, he replied he was, and begged leave to retire. The
chancellor replied, that his ilinefs would go off after a

couple ot dilhes of tea. He continued, however, to

make
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make his exciifes, but at lail the cup of tea being

poured out was prcfented to him, and the governor infifted

on his drinking it. At this crifts the unhappy wretch

no longer doubted but that he was difcovered, and,

throwing himfelf at the feet of the governor, declared, that

he had poifoned the fugar, with the intention of delivering

fociety from fuch a monfter as myfelf. He affured the

governor that he would himfelf be convinced of this after

hearing the depofition of a pcrfon of the name of Piat-

finin, who had difcovered to him a plot, which I had

formed, to arm all the exiles, and to feize veffels in order

to cfcape from Kamchatka. The governor was too much
enraged at the attempt of Cafarinow to pay any attention

to his words ; but committed him to prifon, giving orders

to the chancellor to proceed to the confifcation of his

property, and to regifter the fentence againft him from

his own confeflion, of an attempt to poifon.

After having feen this wretched man dragged to jail,

and the governor's dinner time being near, I retired.

Immcdiatclv on my arrival I affembled the council, and

afterwards all thofe who had entered into the oath of

confederacy. I declared to them the treafon of Piat-

fmin, who was then prefent, and the meeting fentenced

him to die, but granted him three hours to prepare him-

felf for death : the Protopop attended him, and in the

evening he was led out and put to death during the

night, by fhooting him through the head.

In confcquence of the depofition of Cafarinow, the

chancellor caufed a coffack, of the name of Piatlinin, to

come before him, and queftioned him concerning the fa6t.

This poor wretch was at a lofs what to anfwer, but abfo-

lutely
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lutely denied ever having fpoken to Cafarinow, and the

chancellor did not give himfelf the trouble to confront

them, but contented himfelf with inferting in the fentence

a declaration of falfliood againft the depofition of Cafa-

rinow.

CHAP. X.

THE COUNT CONSTRUCTS A MUSICAL INSTRUMENT FOR HIS SCHOLAR

MISS APHANASIA. MEMBERS PROPOSED TO THE SOCIETY OF

EXILES. PLAN OF OPERATION SETTLED. THE GOVERNOR PRO-

POSES A JOURNEY. LARGE SUMS OF MONEY WON AT CHESS, AND
PART PRESENTED TO THE GOVERNOR'S FAMILY. MISS APHANASIA

DECLARES HER AFFECTION FOR THE COUNT IN THE PRESENCE

OF HER FATHER, WHO IS EXCEEDINGLY IRRITATED, BUT IS PACIFIED

BY HIS COLLEAGUES IN OFFICE. THE GOVERNOR MAKES THE

NECESSARY DISPOSITIONS TO REVERSE THE SENTENCE OF EXILE

,
UNDER WHICH THE COUNT WAS BANISHED.

ON the 3d we were informed of all that had happened

at the governor's as well as at the chancery, and it

was with the greateft fatisfadion that we refleded on our

narrow efcape from the confequences of treachery and

poifon. Several of us, however, were afflicled with fe-

vere fits of illnefs afterwards. On this day my muHcal
inftrument being iinidied, and the ftrings mounted, I

carried it to Madame Nilow, and played a few airs upon
it before her, and though the found or the inftrument

was far from being lively, the melody was thought inchant-

VoL. I. R ing
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ting by the governor and all his family. From that day

forward their yoimgeft daughter Aphanafia was infepa-

rable from her inftrument.

On the 4th Mr. Stephanow informed us, that he had

difcovered that Bocfarow, Ifmailow, and Lapin, three

young pcrfons apprenticed to the fea, had refolved,

together with five or fix hunters, to feizc a vefiTel, and
efcape to the Aleuthes ifiands, to cftablifli themfelves there.

He obferved, that fince the propofal firfl: came from them
he could depend on their fidelity; but as the treachery of

Piatfinin had made a ftrong imprefilon on the minds of

my companions, I contented myfelf with propofing that

Mr. Stephanow fhould form a connexion with them, and
encourage them in their refolution till we fiiould have de-

cided refpedling their admiflion ; but that we fhould poft-

pone our decifion to the time of the execution of our pro-

jed:. My opinion was agreed to, and Mr. Stephanow
was intruded with the management of this afi-air.

On the 5 th a committee was held, to confult on the

means of carrying our projedl into execution. It was
here determined, that, in order to prevent all fufpicion

in future, the greater part of our companions fhould

quit the town of Bolfha, and fettle at Nifney-oftrog during

the winter, under pretence of following the chace

:

But that in the courfe of the month of March, or at fartheft

by the 15th of April, they fliould rejoin me, in order that

as the harbour began at that time to be cleared of ice, and
the fhipping would be fitting out, we fhould embrace the

carlieft opportunity of feizing the firfl: veffel we fhould

be ready, in which we would embark, and leave Kam-
chatka. In confcquence of this refolution it was deter-

mined
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mined that Meflrs. Criiftiew and Stcphanow fhould under-

take to make fure of part of the crew of the hrft veiTel

which might be fitting out, with a view to facilitate the

execution of our projedl ; while I fhould attach myfelf to

the governor, the chancellor, and the hettman, for the pur-

pofe of fruftrating the effedl of the infinuations of the mer-

chants, who, from the treachery of Piatfinin, and feveral

other circumftances, had been confirmed in their fufpicions.

On the fame day I requeued the governor's permifTion of

abfence for my companions, that they might hunt near

Nifney Novogrod, which I obtained. On the 6th they

departed, after I had given them two hundred roubles to

facilitate their eftablifhment, together with a letter of

recommendation for Mr. Norin, commanding ofiicer at

Nifney-oftrog.

On the 7th the governor propofed to me to accompany
him on a journey he intended to make in the courfe ot

the month, together with his family. I complied with

his orders, and promifed to be ready, but the chancellor

and the hettman, who came in foon after, reproached

me for abandoning their parties. The governor, how-
ever, afiured them that he fliould not be abfent longer

than feven or eight days ; in confequcnce of which they

determined to make the fame journey, on condition that

we took a chefs board with us. The governor was

curious to know the fum they had won at that game
fince I had borne a part ; and, upon making a calculation,

it appeared that it amounted to forty-two thouland

roubles, in money and liirs. The chancellor, to fliew

his attachment to the governor, afferted, that he had

agreed with mc to fet a fide one-tenth part of the

R 2 profits
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profits as a prefent to the governor's family, which

he called me, as well as the hettman, to witiiefs.

The governor was highly pleafed with this declara-

tion, and immediately caufed his daughters to be

called, and communicated to them the news of their

good fortune ; obferving, that they were indebted to me,

in the firft place, for this advantage, and next, to the

friendfhip of the chancellor and the hettman. I perceived

that Mr. Hettman was offended at the ftep the chancellor

had taken, for which reafon I called him afide, and repre-

fented to him that this adt of generofit)', as well as all the

good confequences which might arife from it, would be

Ihared by him, as well as us ; and that there ftill remained

a vafl: field for us to extend our advantages. This

affurance fet his covetous heart fomewhat more at eafe.

The governor's family expreffed their acknowledgements

to us ; but Mifs Aphanafia added, that fhe hoped, from the

goodnefs of Mr. Chancellor and Mr. Hettman, that tliey

would interefl: themfelves in my favour, and obtain the abo-

lition of the fentence of my exile, and the neceffary grace,

in order that I might be employed in fome charge under

government, that her fincere defire of feeing me happy,

and of partaking in my happinefs, might be accomplillied.

At thefe words the governor flew into a rage, and loaded

me with invedives, but the chancellor and hettman

remonftrated ftrongly againft the injuftice of blaming me
for the fentiments of his daughter. They obferved it

was not impoflible but that I might in future poifefs a

charge under government, and in that cafe the gover-

nor could not do better to infure the happinefs of his

family.
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.family. Their arguments at length had fome effedl on

the governor, who became calm, and addrefled them

in thefe words : Gentlemen, you are witnefs to the

declaration juft now made by my daughter, of which

I fliould be much afhamed ; but, iince you find it

excufable, I pardon her, and undertake to employ my
credit in mitigating the fcntcnce of exile againft Beny-

owfky. I therefore requefl that you will fign an ad: which

I fliall propofe to you, which, according to the laws oi

the Czar Peter, difcharges every exile from his fentence.

This law enacts, that every exile who fhall have difcovered

a plot form.ed againfl: government, or the chiefs, fliall

be difcharged from the rigour of his fentence. The
exile before you has a right to this abfolution ; for he has

revealed to us the attempt of Cafarinow to poifon us.

Without his declaration neither you nor myielf would
now have been alive. You cannot therefore difpenfe

with figning this act of abfolution, which we will fub-

mit to the fenate, with our letters of recommendation,

for the fake of the form only : For the ordinances of

the Emperor do not prefcribe this to be done, but are

politive in enadiing, that every governor or voivode,

prefident of a college, or chancellor, with the confent

of his counfellors, fhall be authorized to pronounce this

abfolution.

This fpeech of the governor was received like an oracle,

-

and the chancellor invited the governor immediately to

call a meeting the following day, to carry his refo-

lution into effed. The hettman made hafte to engage-

Madame Nilow to join them, in order to confirm the

governor
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governor in this ftep, who beholding his family at his

feet, and the chancellor and the hettman urging every

entreaty, confented at laft, and complimented me with

my liberty.

CHAP. XI.

THE COUNT IS IN DANGER OF BEING PUT TO DEATH BY HIS

ASSOCIATES. THEIR SUSPICIONS REMOVED. AN EMBARRASSING

DILEMMA. PRESENTS MADE TO THE COUNT. THE MANNER OF

HIS ABSOLUTION FROM THE SENTENCE OF EXILE. HE MAKES

A PROPOSAL TO THE COUNCIL. GENEROUS DISPOSltlON OF THE

CHIEF INHABITANTS OF THE TOWN. CONSEQUENCES OF THE
COUNT'S ADVANCEMENT.

THIS bufincfs was not conduced with fecrecy. The
governor's family divulged the adventure con-

fufcdly, and the whole town was informed of my ap-

proaching abfolution before I left the governor's houfe ;

which I did, after having received orders to appear the

following day at the chancery at eleven in, the morning.

In my way I met many perfons who loaded me with com-
pliments, and when I arrived at home, 1 found MefTrs.

Panow, Stephanow, Baturin, and Cruftiew, who ac-

cofted me with fome confvifion, and informed me that I

muft appear before the general meeting. I enquired what
prciring affair demanded my prefence, and obferved that

I had very agreeable news to communicate to them ; but

great was my aflonifhment at the anfwer of Panow, who
iniormed
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informed me that this news would cofl me my life, to

which he added, that 1 was a traitor, and that nothing

more could be faid on an affair which was of fufficient

importance to be decided according to the conftitution I

had myfelf cftablifhed.

Surprized at this difcourfe, I had no time to consider

what motives could lead them to adl in this manner.

It was in vain that I folicited my beft friend, Cruftiew,

to give me fome intimation oi the bulinefs ; for he

refufed, by obferving that he was forbidden to fpeak to

me, and that it was neceffary I fhould appear before the

affembly. I then entered, and the firfl: objects which

prefented thcmfelves to my light were two ol my affoci-

ates, armed with fabres, at the door, and a goblet on the

table filled with poifon. Thcfe preparations led me to fup-

ppofe that I was charged with treachery, and that the pro-

ceedings of the governor in my hivour had induced my
companions to believe that I had accufed and betrayed

them. On this fuppolition I demanded leave to fpeak,

and immediately related to them every thing which had

paffed at the governor's houfe, together with the decilion of

the governor. After having ended my difcourfe, I demanded
judgement. Confternation and joy was on every counte-

nance. Mr. Panow advanced towards me the firfl:, and,

throwing himfelf at my feet, entreated my pardon, affirming

that he was the author of all that I faw. He informed

me, that as he could net believe my conne6lion with the

chiefs of the government was fimply the effedl of accident,

he had long fufpefted me of treachery, and had not ccafed

to follov.^ my fteps ; and that he had, on that very morning,

followed me, and was convinced oi my duplicity, when
he
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he heard that, by virtue of the ordinance of the Czar
Peter, I was declared to be at liberty : a conviction which
infpircd him with the refolution of alTaffinating me ;

though he had deferred the execution of his purpofe,

merely with the intention of informing his companions of

their danger. That in confequence of his declaration,

they had determined to put me to death ; but that the

prefervation of my life was owing to the refolution of

Mr. Crufiiew, who perfuaded the meeting to hear me
before they proceeded to the commiffion of a crime, as

he would anfwer for me at the expence of his life :

And as the afliirance of Mr. Cruftiew was now found
to be true, he intreated my pardon for his precipitate

Jiafte. I embraced this worthy aflbciate, and thanked him
for his care, at the fame time begging that he would, in

future, entertain a better opinion of me-
The fears of the affociation being thus difiipated, they

indulged themfclves in the plealing refled:ions, how
much my liberation would tend to infure the execution

of our project. After the rifing of the aiTembly, I con-

fulted with MefTrs. Cruftiew and Protopop about my
apprehenfions refpecting the governor's daughter and her

mother, who feeing me in a ftate of liberty, preffed me
to marry her, which was out of my power, becaufe I was

already married, and refolved to profecute our voyage.

The firft reprefented to me, that my marriage being by
compuldon, would be unlawful, and that I might clear

myfelf of it on my return into Europe. The fecond

propofed to me to repeat the form of marriage, with-

out entering into any engagement ; to which effed: he

promifcd to give me a certificate. They both en-

deavoured
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deavoured to convince me that I needed not hefltatc to

comply with the felicitations of the governor's family,

for the piirpofe of fupporting the common intereft. But I

refolved to do nothing which might injure my repu-

tation. I therefore declared that I would put off this

affair as long as I could, in order to gain time, and that

I did not defpair of obtaining their confent to defer the

marriage till the month of May ; at which period, it

would be in our power to fettle the bufinefs in another

manner. I confefs that in my own mind I felt the ut-

nioft regret and uneafinefs, to be the inflrument of

diftrefs to an amiable girl whom I tenderly loved; but

the hope that flie might, at fom.e future period, be hap-

pier in a marriage more fuitable to her fituation, tended

in fome meafure to render my reflexions lefs affli6ling.

I employed the reft of the day in preparations to make
a decent appearance at the chancery, and in the evening

I waited upon the chancellor and the hettman to thank
them for their favours. Both thefe gentlemen loaded

me with compliments ; the chancellor obliged me to ac-

cept a traineau, very elegantly conftruded of whalebone
and gilt, which was drawn by four white dogs, and ac-

companied by a flave to dired: them ; and the hettman
prefentedme with aparca, orpeliffe of beaver's fkin, edged

with the fkin of the black fox, together with a bonnet of

blue velvet bordered with fables.

On the 8th, all the exiles affembled at my houfe. At
ten o'clock the fecretary of the chancery, Mr. Szudeikin,

came to invite me to the chancery. I accordingly or-

dered my fledge to be harneffed, and waited upon the

chancellor, attended bv my companions, who remained at

Vol. I.

'

S the



I30 MEMOIRS AND TRAVELS op

the gate. The fecretary introduced me into the council

chamber, where I found the governor fitting as pre-

fident, with eighteen other principal gentlemen, includ-

ing the cliancellor and the hettman. The governor made
a very long fpeech, in order to render me truly fcnfible

of my good fortune, in having fallen into the hands of

jufl and enlightened men. He enlarged much on the

mildnefs of the Ruffian government, and the excellence of

its laws, and concluded his difcourfe by praiUng the

Emprefs, whofe virtues he extolled to the flcies. After

his fermon, he ordered the chancellor to read the adt

of my abfolution, which was word for word as follows

:

" Aduated by the inviolable duty of juftice, after

having materially examined the behaviour of Auguftus

Samueloviez, an exile to this place, by order of the go-

verning fenate, and (purfuant to) the will of her Impe-
rial Highnefs, Catharine, Emprefs and Autocratrix of

all the Ruffias, I do declare him abfolved from thepro-

fcription pronounced in the fentence againft him, and I

do command his remiffion, conformably to the in-

tention of the legiflature, explained in the fifth fedlion

of the infbu<flions concerning the laws againfl pro-

fcribed and exiled perfons ; and in order that the

caufes which have determined me to this proceeding

may be perpetuated in juflice, I command that the

/pedes faEii be printed beneath the prefent a6l, as it

has been prefented unto me by the chancellor.

*' May it pleafe his excellency the governor to con-
fider the declaration of Auguflus Samueloviez, who
difcovered the attempt to poifon, made by Cafa-

rinow, and intended to caufe the death of the

\^ governor.
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governor, with the principals of the regency, doubtlefs

to carry into execution a defign of feizing the govern-

ment of this province, and depriving the empire of the

dominion thereof. That the faid Auguftus Sa-

mueloviez, in order to prove the criminal intention,

hazarded his own life, with the lives of feveral of his

companions, by making a trial of the force of the poi-

fon on his own perfon ; and that in this manner, at the

peril of his life and the lives of his friends, he clearly

proved the guilt of the above-named : which evidence

was laftly confirmed by Cafarinow himfelf, who con-

feffed his crime. May it therefore pleafe his excel-

lency the governor, conformably to the ordinances of

the late Czar Peter, to pronounce the fentence of ab-

folution from exile, in favour of the faid Auguftus

Samueloviez.

Signed, NOVOZILOW, Chancellor,

SZUDEIKIN, Secretary.

The prefent order, containing the a6l of abfolution,

after being read in council, was exhibited and publifhed

conformably to the laws. When the reading was finilhed,

the governor caufed me to approach the table, prefented

me a looking gl^fs, and commanded me to kifs it.

This ceremony being finiflied, he embraced me himfelf,

as did likewife all the other members prefent at the coun-

cil ; immediately after which, fix of tlie guards entered

with a drum, and went out with the fecretary in order

to publifh my abfolution through the town. During the

time they were executing their commilTion, I requefted

the governor's leave to make a propofal, and being

permitted to fpeak, I addrefied the council. I afiured

S 2 them
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them that after having rendered a fervice of this nature

to the ftate, I was determined to employ my whole life

in endeavouring to promote the interefts of that part of

the nation which had interefted itfelf fo highly in my
welfare ; and that in confequence of this difpofition, I

propofed to eftablifh the cultivation of grain on the

fouthern point of land, and to clear a quantity of pafture

ground for the fupport of cattle, fufficient to maintain

the inhabitants ot Kamchatka. In order to carry this

projeft into execution, I only requcfted permiilion to

eftablifh myfelf with the other exiles in that country,

with forty natives as labourers.

The chancellor fpoke in favour of my propofal, and

the governor confented to report it for difcuflion at the

following meeting. At the breaking up of the council,

I was invited to dinner ; but before I departed I joined

my companions, and explained to them the reafons of my
propofal, which they found advantageous to the purpofe

of our union.

Numberlefs were the compliments I received at din-

ner. The family of the governor in particular ex-

preffed their fatisfadtion, more efpecially Mifs Aphanafia,

who wa5 uncommonly attentive to her drefs that day.

Twenty-two principal gentlemen of the town were pre-

fent at this dinner ; and one of them, named Cafimir,

took the lead at the defert, by obferving that the praife

oi good aftions ought not to be confined to words, but

that as the governor had fatisfied the claim of jullice, it

was the duty of fociety to bcftow the reward of merit ;

he therefore propofed that the citizens fhould unite to

contribute a tund for my eftablifhment.

The
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The governor replied to this proportion, that he fe-

rioully intended to make my fortune ; and that as he

defigned to give me his daughter in marriage, it was his

bufinefs to take care of my eftablifLment. But the chan-

cellor contradicted this refolution, by declaring that as

the governor had a numerous family, prudence required

that he fliould not impair his ovv^n private fortune, and

confequently, that he might permit thofe to ad who were

defirous of teftifying their gratitude to me. The hett-

man feconded the chancellor, and the governor at laft

confented that Cafimir fhould purfue his plan, and the

governor declared that he would not poftpone the mar-

riage between myfelf and his daughter, longer than till he

received orders from the governor general of Irkuczk,

from whom he had requefted the creation of the office of

lieutenant-general of the police in my favour.

The company applauded this refolution, and the even-

ing pafied very agreeably to every one but myfelf. No
words can defcribe the confufion of my mind, when I

reflected that I was forced to deceive a charming and in-

nocent girl. I could not conceal my confternation

from the penetrating eye of Madame Nilow ; and it was

with the utmoft embarraffment that I contrived to

elude her inquiries, by pretending that my apparent af-

fiiftion was occasioned by the mortification of finding my-
felf feparated from the company of the other exiles, for

whofe friendfiiip I had a very great value. The avowal

of fo natural a fentiment fatisfied her, and llie endea-

voured to remove thefe reflediions, by promifing that fhe

would contrive m.eans to mitigate their hardfhips ; but at

the fame time fhe defired me to fix my future rcfidcnce in

the
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the governor's houfe, where apartments were provided for

me in order that I might be at hand to allift in the pub-
lic bufinefs.

This propofal greatly embarraffed me : but as I had a

thoufand reafons for refufing this mark of goodnefs, I

urged every argument I could think of to perfuade her to

fuffer me to relide as ufual without the town and fortrefs,

to which fhe at laft confented.

CHAP. XII.

PROOF OF THE CONFIDENCE AND ATTACHMENT OF THE EXILES

TO THE COUNT. THE GOVERNOR AND COUNCIL LIBERATE

THE EXILES. THE COUNT PROMISES TO PROCURE THE EN-

LARGEMENT OF THE PERSON WHO ATTEMPTED TO POISON HIM.

FARTHER PROGRESS OF THE EXILES IN THEIR PROJECTS TO ESCAPE.

AN ENTERTAINMENT PROPOSED. THE GENTLEMEN OF THE TOWN
MAKE PRESENTS TO THE COUNT. GOOD EFFECTS OF THE COUNT'S

EXERTIONS IN FAVOUR OF HIS ENEMY.

UPON my return home I found my friends affembled.

Many of them fhed tears of joy, and declared that,

{ince my good fortune was eftablilhed, and they could

depend on my refolution, they were refolved to recede

from the oath of union, in order to avoid exposing my life

in future. They protefted, that their refolution was unani-

mous, and that they made this declaration in confequence of

their perfonal attachment to me. I thanked them for this

fingular
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lingular mark of friendfliip, but I declared my fixed and

unalterable determination to break the bonds of our fla-

very, and propofed to them to renew the oath of union.

Mr. Panow advifed us to fend an exprefs to Nifneynovo-

grod to inform our companions of what had happened,

in order that no falfe account might caufe them to give

up the hope of recovering their liberty. Purfuant to this

advice, Sibeavv was difpatched, and as the courfe of

bufinefs at my fchool was interrupted by thefe intervening

events, I entrufted the care of it to Mr. Winbladth, Major
of the confederation, who was taken a prifoner, and ex-

iled with me, and I nominated Mr. Meden as his afliftant,

who had be?;n long exiled, and was of the fame country

as the Major, namely, Sweden.

On the 9th Mr. Baturin finiflied the charts which I

had compofed of the northern navigation. I prefented

them to the chancellor, who, after exprefdng his appro-

bation, laid them before the council, and obtained the go-
vernor's confent to fend them to the College ofAdmiralty at

Peterfburgh. On the fame day the chancellor prefented

the report for intrufting me with an eftablifhment to cul-

tivate the land in Lopattka, and, after a fhort difcufTion,

the governor paffed an adt in council, by which the

aiUftance of Government was promifed me in forming my
eftablifhment. By this ad I found myfelf authorized to

form a colony of exiles. For the partiality of the governor

and principal men of the town was of fuch admirable

fervice in explaining the ordonnances of the Czar Peter,

that the governor thought himfelf authorized to declare

in this a£t, that all exiles who fhould repair to the coun-
try of Lopattka to form a colony, and fettle there for

the
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the purpofe of cultivating the ground, fhould be abfolved

from tlicir fcntcnce of exile ; and all this was done in

conformity to the fenfe of the laws, which were found to

declare clearly, that every profcribed and exiled perfon,

who fhall have rendered elTential fervices to the ftate, of

fuch a nature as tends to its prefervation, iTiall be capable

of receiving the favour of abfolution. This proceeding

of a whole council convinced me that there are no laws

which cannot be interpreted as convenience may didiate.

The prefent day's work completed my fatisfa(5lion ; for after

I had declared in the council that I had difpofed all the

exiles to undertake the eftablifhment of this new colony,

the governor commanded me to bring them, that they might

fign their declaration to that effeft. I flew home with

this order, and aflembled my friends, to whom I explained

my mefTage. They immediately followed me to the

chancery, to fign their fubmifTion ; in confequence of

which the governor caufed an amnefty to be publifhed in

their favour.

The rapidity of my operations aflonifhed every one ;

but that which gave me the greateft pleafure was the

conviction that no one fufpedled my intentions. When
we left the chancery, we proceeded in a body to return our

thanks to the governor, the chancellor, the hettman, and

other counfellors : the reft of the day was employed in vifit-

ing the merchants and other inhabitants of the town. While

I was at the houfe of Kolofow the hettman, the family

of Cafarinow intreated me to caufe him to be fet at liberty,

and to procure a repeal of the fentence by which he was

condemned to labour in the mines. I promifed this

afHidled family that I would ufe my bell: endeavours,

but
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but as I had learned that his fortune, which was con-

fifcated, amounted to more than fixty thoufand roubles,

I clearly faw how difficult the bulinefs would be ; for it

was certain that I could not fave this unhappy man,

but on condition that he fhould giv^e up all thoughts of

reclaiming his property. I informed his wife of my fears;

but fhe affured me, that her hufband would fubmit to

the facrifice on condition that the governor would employ

him in a voyage to the Kurelles iflands to colled: the

tributes. I therefore promifed to obtain his liberty ; and

as this ad: of generofity might add greatly to my repu-

tation, I determined to ufe every effort to overcome fuch

obflacles as might prefent themfelves.

On the fame evening I had an opportunity to fpeak

to the chancellor, and accordingly propofed the affair to

him. He was difpleafed at lirft ; but when I informed

him that Cafarinow renounced his fortune, he hefitated,

and a {hort time after told me, he had thought of a

method to remove every difficulty ; but that he would
communicate his ideas to the governor and the hettman,

and give a decilive anfwer in the courfe of twenty-four

hours.

On the loth I affembled a committee, in which, after

having difcuffed our common interefts, we refolved to

make the neceffary preparations to repair to the country

of Lopattka in the month of March, at which place we
fhould pretend to bufy ourlelves in eftabliffiing our colony

:

And that at a proper opportunity we would requeft a

veffel from the governor to tranfport our cffeds and pro-

vifions ; on the arrival of which we would take poffcflioii

of it, and bid adieu to this Vv'rctchcd place.

Vol. I. T In
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In conformity with this refolution, we determined t<f

collect proviiions lufficient for a voyage by fea of three

months. At the breaking up of the committee I propofed

to give the focitty an entertainment on the occuiion of

our abfolution ^rom O.avery, to which all the ^
';,?, pal

men of the town liiouid be invited. My propof^l wns

approved of, and Mr. Cruftiew was diixilcd to make every

requiHtc preparation.

About noon Mr. Cafimir came to inform me that the

meeting of the gentlemen of the town had determined to

make me a prefent of fix thoufand roubles, one-third in

ready money, one-third in merchandize, and the reft in

provifions and articles of domeftic ufe. I accepted this

mark of generolity ; and as the meffage was delivered in

writing, I returned my anfwer in the fame manner, taking

care to ufe every expreflion fuitable to the extent of my
gratitude.

After the departure of Mr. Cafimir I waited upon the

governor to dinner, and obtained his permiffion to give

the propofed entertainment at the town-houfe. It was

fixed on the 15th, becaufe the governor was defirous of

fetting out on his journey on the i6th.

When dinner was ended, the chancellor came in, to-

gether with the hettman. They conferred a fhort time

with the governor in his clofet, after which I was fent for,

and was informed that the liberty of Cafarinow was granted,

on condition that he fhould immediately go to the Kurellcs

iflands, and remain there two years, which was a fuiii-

cient time to repair his lofs ; for thefe gentlemen were

not at all difpofed to reftore his fortune. The governor

charged
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charged me with the meffage, which I immediately exe-

cuted. Upon entering the prifon, I faw this unhappy

man at my feet, intreating my forgivenefs for having

attempted to take away my life. I interrupted his

lamentations, by demanding what reafon he could hav^e

to hope for favour from me ? He replied, by conjuring

me to have pity on him, and pardon him on account of

his unfortunate family. At length, however, being de-

firous of removing his apprehenfions, I propofed to him
the conditions under which I believed I could deliver him
from imprifonment. Thefe he accepted with profef-

fions of eternal gratitude, and at laft, when he v/as told

that I had obtained permiflion for him to go to the Ku-
relles iflands, he aflured me that a fingle year would be

fufficient to re-eftablifh his fortune. Whereupon I de-

clared that he fhould be fet at liberty as foon as the

velTels were ready to convey him there. This information

tranfported him with joy. He embraced my feet, and
ufed all the expreflions of the moft lively fentiments of

gratitude.

Being thus affured of Cafarinow's readinefs to accept the

terms propofed, I quitted him to render an account to the

governor, who was delighted with his compliance, and or-

dered the chancellor to expedite him, with the ferjeantCuf-

mina, to the Kurelles iflands. I perceived that the gover-

nor was defirous of converling in private with the chancel-

lor and the hettman, and therefore took my leave. As I

pafTed through the town I called on the family of Ca-
farinovv, and iniormed them of the favour the governor

had granted him. I naturally expeded acknowledgment

T 2 and
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and thanks : but my heart was not proof againft the

furprize of beholding a family at my feet, who called me
their protedor and benefactor. Ivan Cforni„ who fince

the affair of Cafarinow called no more upon me, came
likewife to embrace me, and addrefled himfelf in the

following words :
" Liften, my friend. I was informed

of your attempt as well as Cafarinow, and confequently

I had as great a right to be your enemy as he. We were

partners in the accufation intended to be made againft

you, but I was not an accomplice in the attempt to

poifon you. The misfortune which afterwards happened

to my relation caufed me to fwear your deftru(ftion.

Your generoHty to him has reconciled me, and I not

only fwear to keep all I know in fecrccy, but 1 likewife

devote myfelf to your fervice in every thing you may re-

quire me to do."

This explanation aftonifhed me, but I faid no more,

in anfwer, than that I hoped his gratitude would be

fhewn in forgetting all that had paffed. Upon my re-

turn I related the incidents of the day to my companions^

who rejoiced at the happy iituation of our affairs.

CHAR
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CHAP. XIII. .

PREPARATIONS FOR MARRIAGE. SINGULAR PRELIMINARY CUSTOIVr.

PRECAUTIONS FOR PRESERVING SECRECY AND SECURING THE

PROGRESS OF THE UNDERTAKING OF THE EXILES DURING THE
" COUNT'S ABSENCE. GRAND PROJECTS FOR CREATING GOVERN-

MENTS AND EMPIRES IN THE NORTH. AN ENTERTAINMENT ON
THE OCCASION OF THE FREEDOM OF THE EXILES.

oN the nth, Madame Nilow lent to defire me to wait

upon her, and informed me, that fhe wifhed her

daughter might do the honours of the entertainment of

the 15th, and that fhe fhould be publickly declared my
future fpoufe. As I could find no proper excufe, I con-

fented to her requeft, upon which fhe caufed her daughter

to be called, and recommended her to be careful that

the bufinefs of the day fhould be condudted in fuch a

manner as to do her honour.

After the departure of her mother, my- pretended fu-

ture fpoufe reproached me for being more attached to the

fociety of my companions than her's; and I anfwered her

prefling remonftrances by promifing to wait upon her as

frequently as pofTible.

About noon, being engaged to dine with the governor,

who now called me by no other name than fon, he re-

quefted me to compofe a fhort defcription of Kamchatka,
in a form proper for the prefs ; as he was delirous of

exhibiting proofs of his abilities. I promifed to write

the work according to his ideas, and engaged to finifii

it during our journey. He exprcffed his fatisfadion

at
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at this promife, and embraced me, faying, that he hoped

by this work to obtain the government ot Ochoczk.

After dinner he informed me in confidence, that the af-

fair of Cafarinow had been worth ei^^htcen thoufand rou-

bles to him ; but that the rafc.d would be well replenifhed

by the voyage he was going to make.

In the evening, the governor being invited to fup with

Ivan Cforni, I accompanied him with my intended lady,

Mr. Profcurakow engaged me to play at chefs, and a very

ftrong party was formed. The cliancellor and the hett-

man were on my fide ; and Profcurakow, Ottlafkow, and

Ribnikow, were on the oppofite fide. The game was

for five hundred roubles ready money, twenty dozen

martins fkins, twelve beavcrs, and twelve black foxes

ikins. After a long conteft I won the game, as well as

three others following. Our play detained us till three in

the morning, and my fhare of the winnings amounted to

near eight hundred roubles.

The governor took a pleafure in looking on, and I

did not quit the company till about four in the morning,

when I attended him to his houfe, where I offered to

take my leave, but was detained on pretence of the dan-

ger of accidents. But great was my furprize, when the

governor's lady introduced me into the chamber of Mifs

Aphanafia, where fhe took her leave, faying, I hope you

will be prudent ; but as it is proper you fhould be ac-

cuftomed to live together, I thought you could not be

better lodged than with my daughters ; with thefe words

ibe retired, wifhing me a good night. Aflonifiied as I

was at this fpeech and manner oi proceeding, fo contrary

to the cufloms of Europe, I had ample matter to form

fyilcms,
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fyftems, but my charming companion did not permit me
to employ my thoughts on meditations oi tills kind.

She had fo much to fay and I to anfwer, that we pafi'ed

the time without thinking of fleep, and I did not leave

her company till eight in the morning.

When I returned home, I found Mr. Cruftiew and my
other friends very uneafy at my abfence ; but their ap-

prehenfions difappeared as foon as they faw me. The
fatigue of the foregoing day required that I fhould take

fome repofe. I therefore retired to fleep, after reminding

Mr. Cruftiew of his having undertaken that every pre-

paration fhould be regularly made for the 15th. When
I awoke at five in the evening, I had the pleafure to fee

my pretended future fpoufe befide me, who exprefl'ed

the moft lively apprehenfions for my health, and declared

that fhe would not quit me ; for which purpofe fhe liad

already fent to her mother to inform her, that Pnc had
found me indilpofed, and was refolved to fit up with raQ.

It was to no purpofe for me to reprefent that her attach-

ment to me might injure her in the opinion of her fa-

ther, for fhe pcrfifted in her lefolution ; and during the

difcufiion of this point between us, Madame Nilow's

maid arrived and brought word that her miftrefs np-

proved the determination of her daughter, and for that

reafon had fent her fervant and he- bed ; att^r which
meflage, and the ufual enquiries concerning my health,.

the ferva:\t returned. This day pafftd v/ithout any un-
favouiable incident.

On ihe 13th, I condudled my pretended fiirure fpoufe

to the C':overnor's, and v/as received in the moH: affedion-

ate manaer. The governor took me into his clofet, beg-
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ged mc to come in future every morning for an hour, to

read the reports and letters which he received, in order

to make a regular ftatement of their contents, and draw

out the anlwers or orders. As his defirc was a com-
mand to me, I endeavoured to perform this ta(k with

zeal, and to the utmoft of my abilities ; after which I

took my leave, as I was delirous of paffing the day with

my companions, in order to regulate certain arrangements

neceflary to fecure our correfpondence during my journey.

Wlien I returned home I was complimented by my
companions, who prefented me with a complete and

magnificent habit ot red fattin, edged with gold lace and

laced with fables, with a pair of bufkins very curioufly

embroidered ; at the fame time requefting that I would
wear it on the i5tli. Alter this prelude, which was at-

tended with every teflimony of friendfhip and regard, I

appointed a general meeting to be held after dinner. I

exhorted my affociates of the committee to be more
particularly careful than ever to preferve our fecret, as

the leaft indifcretion would ruin us all. I did not con-

ceal from them my fears refpecfting my abfence, for

which rcafon I defircd them to make an oath of obedience,

without rcftridion, to the orders of Mr. Cruftiew, and

to do nothing without his confent : And as I was de-

firous of maintaining a regular correfpondence with Mr.

Cruftiew, I requefted them to appoint me three com-
panions of the ordinary number, who might pretend to

be hired by me ; in order, that in cafe ot any misfortune

or unlucky incident, I might not be unfupported, but

might avail myfclf of their fervices to fend notice to the

other affociates in time, if any treacherous difcovcry

fhouid
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fliould come to light In confequencc of my propofal it

v/as determined that Ivan Kudin, Georee Lapkin, and

Nicholas Rubatow, fhould follow me, each having a fledge

and being well armed, and attended by a native on whom
he could depend. Mr. Panow added, that he did not

think this precaution fufhcient, but was defirous that

feveral of the fociety fliould offer their fervices to the

governor to hire fledges and to conduft them themfelves

for his fecurity and convenience. Mr. Panow's propo-

fltion was agreed to, and Mr. Kuznezow undertook to

propofe this affair to the governor. So that as the at-

tendants of Mr. Kuznezow would confift of fix fledges,

I fhould by that means have an addition of twelve armed

men, which, together with myfelf and the fix others,

amounted to nineteen, a fufficient number to withfland

the firft check. This precaution being fettled, we
paffed that day and the following evening in an agreeable

manner.

On the morning of the 14th Mr. Hettman came to fee

me, and intreated me to perfuade the governor to fend

him to Peterfburg in the fpring, and fupport his requeft,

that her Imperial Majefty would permit him to form an

eflablifliment in the Aleuthes iflands, under himfelf as

governor. The ambition of this perfonage was well

known to me, though I could not avoid fmiling, in my
ov/n mind, at the enthufiafm of the man, who, with very

little abilities, was defirous to become a legiflator. Nc-
verthekfs, as his friendfhip and good will were neceflliry

to me, I promifed to obtain the governor's confcnt to his

requeft, and engaged to draw up a memorial, on the part

of the governor, in fupport of his propofal. My com-
VoL. I. U plaifancc
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plaifance led him to profefs the ftrongeft attachment

to nic, to which he added a promife, that on his return

I fhould be inverted with the government of Kamchatka,

while my future. father-in-law fhould be efhablillied at

Ochoczk. According to his ideas, our triumvirate was

to be unalterable ; but as the chancellor was left out of

the plan, 1 propofed to this new goverjior to confer

upon him the government of Kamchatka ; obferving

that I fhould be contented to attend him to the Aleuthes

iflands in the quality of fecond, where I miglit be of

the greatefl: fervice to him in the conqueft of California,

a project which flood foremoft in the imagination of Mr.

Hettman.

I'he tone of conviction which I ufed in faying this to

the hettman, encouraged him to give full fcope to his

imagination ; and the remainder of the converfation

clearly proved the extravagance of his ideas, for 1 could

eafily perceive that it was with fome relud"ance that he

retained the idea of a ftate oi dependence, while he had

it in his power to become a fbvereign.

After his departure, I communicated the fubjeft of his

vilit to my companions, and could not avoid relieving

hovv^ little the Rullian fenate, by whofe decree I was fent

into exile, were aware of the projects which then em-
ployed my mind, and more efpecially the ideas to which

I gave birth, of eflablifhing empires, and robbing the

Spaniards of their remote pofTeilions by arranging this

chimerical project in writing. Nevcrthclefs it led me to

the probability, that at foine future time California might

be taken by the Ruilians, and that the Spanifh colonies

might, fooner or later, become their prey.

About
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About noon I waited on the governor, and gave

Mm an account of the project of the hettman, with fo

many reafons in its favour, that he declared hiinlcU

fatisfied with it, feduced, no doubt, by the hope of ob-

taining the government of Ochoczk. After dinner, when
the chancellor and hettman arrived, the propofition of

-the; latter was, treated of at large, and I fiw, with the

greateft fatisfadlion, that all thefe three perfonages adopted

my plan, which they commiilioned me to draw out. It

therefore lay with mc to create thefe three governors,, to

.whom I accordingly promifed the utmoft exertions of my
pen in their favour. This day gave me a decided fu-

periority at Kamchatka. Hitherto I had been . ufeful , to

thefe three chiefs, but when they adopted a fyftem, the

compofition of which refted \vith me, I became more
than ufeful, for 1 was then indifpenfably necefliiry to

them. In the evening I retired to enquire concerning

the preparations for our entertainment. . Mr. Cruftiew

gave -me- an ample account,', from- v/hich I was fatisficd

that every particular was arranged in the beft manner.

, Ou the 15th, at nine o'clock, all the exiles came to me,
perfedlly well and even "dchly clotVd. We proceeded

from my houfe to tliat of the governor, in twenty-three

fledges, each drawn -by j,four dogs, where \Ve were re-

ceived aff<;:6tionately. The chancellor and the hettman

being prefent fayed us the trouble of going to their houfcs.

The governor gave us a lift of perfons whom he deiired to

be admitted. I thep detached feveral parties of my coair-

panions to invite the guefts, vvhile myfelf, with Mr, Cxufr

tiew and my iiitended fpQufe, went to the town-haufe to

give orders. Wc had eleven muficians, and ifixty-feven

j^.
U 2

*
^ covers



148 MEMOIRS AND TRAVELS of

covers were fervcd up to thirty-five gentlemen and thir-

ty-one ladies, for the young gentlemen and unmarried

ladies were invited only to the dance, which followed the

entertainment. As the hettman had lent me three peices of

artillery, we fired them offon the arrival of the governor's

family. At two o'clock the company fat down to table,

and did not rife till five, at which hour the younger part

of the company began the dances, which lafted till three.

Mr. Kuzneczow infinuated himfelf fo well into the favour

of the governor, that his company, and the offer of fix

fledges to carry the governor's effefts and equipages, were

accepted of. He immediately informed me of his fuccefs

;

for which I embraced and thanked him with all my heart.

When the governor retired, he told me he would defer

his journey till the 17th, as he was defirous of a day's

repofe after this entertainment -, a refolution which was

very agreeable to me, as I myfeli Iclt the fame neceflity

for an interval of reft.

When the company broke up, Madame Nilow pre-

fented her youngeft daughter, and declared her my future

fpoufe. This attracted compliments from all fides, with

a degree of jealoufy from fome of the merchants and young
officers.

When I had feen the governor home, as I excufed my-
felf from remaining at his houfe, Mifs Nilow accom-
panied me home, to look to my health, as fhe faid ; and
I paffed the whole of the i6th within doors, till the

evening, about fix o'clock, when I condu(5led my in-

tended lady home, and received the orders of the gover-

nor, who placed the whole care of his voyage and the

bufinefs of a fecrstary upon me. Our attendants were

to
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to confift of nineteen fledges and Forty-fix perfons, and

our departure was fettled at fix in the morning of the

17th. Plate II. exhibits a view of the fledge drawn by

dogs.

u

CHAP. XIV.

Ji JOURNAL OF AN EXCURSION MADE BY THE GOVERNOR OF
BOLSOREZKY OSTROGG, IN COMPANY V/ITH THE COUNT DE
BENYOWSKY.

THE following is a journal of our travels. On the

17th in the morning, about ten o'clock, we quitted

Bolforezky Oftrogg, and arrived at Molerowka, at which
place the tajon, being informed of our arrival, regaled us

with fifh and cavear, and made the governor a prefent

of feveral furs. The weather was fevere and frofty, v^dth

an eafterly wind in our faces.

On the 18th we left Molerowka, and proceeded to

Baniowka, where we were received and entertained by
exiles, who likewife made the governor a valuable prefent

of furs.

On the 19th we left Baniowka, and the river of the

fame name, and, after much labour and fatigue, we ar-

rived at Hereboflova. Here the tajon of Koanik com-
plained to the governor, that a foldier of the garrifon of

Verchney ORrogg, after having violated his daughter, had

flain
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fl^n her^' In. confeqiicuqe of this ac;cufation, which was

groved, .the governor ,dir€^edmje to expedite an order to

Verchncy Ofbrogg, that the -faid foldier fliould fufFcr the

knout until he died.

On the 2cth we arrived at Chiakollautka, almofl mar-

tyred by the impetuofity of the wind, and very near being

fwallowed up by the drifts of fnow. We had fcarcely

entered the jourt of the tajon before it blew a perfed:

hurricane, and in the morning we found our dwelling

buried under the fnow. The country people exerted

themfelves to open a palTage through th§ fnow, in order

to get out. Being delirous of taking a view of the

country^ I afcended through the hole ; but it was im-

pollible to difcover the leaft figns of any houfe, though

I knew that our attendants were lodged in nine different

adjacent joufts.;-j -^jTcM'^ ^oi^^inuance of: the hurricane^

which confiderably augmented the quantity of fnow

about us, compelled us to remain here till the 25th.

On the; 26th; in. the, mprning we departed, and. Cowards

evening rrjived at VEilowka, wjiere. we foimd certain

exiles, w'^ofe occupation conflfled in making fait in the

bay of Avaizcha. .o^. . U, , r:.„

On\the^ 2 7rth,j[,/.ccompanied the governor to vifit /this

famous :bay. Jtrisra noble bafon, into which I obfcrved

that.a largQ river and three others emptied themfelves,

though the Ruffians afHrm. the contrary. We after^yards

proceeded to .vifit a ftore-houfe fituated to the northward

of the bay.

On ttie 2 8th, our attendants joined . us, and we pafTeii

near the lake of Natafchova, and arrived at Katchoun,

where the governor leceived very cqnfidcra;ble prcfents.

Here
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Here we were jcMned by the hettman and the chancellor,

\yhore company ferved to enliven pur conv:erfation.

-» On the 29th we paffed near another. lake named Kima-k,

and proceeded to Alzime. On the 3Gth \ve left Alzime,

and. arrived at Tahalika, where the governor determined

to reft. The tajon, who was one of the moft conliderable

in the proyuicej did nbt fa-il to regale us with rein deers

flefh, the fruit of krac, * and Jukola, w^hich is a. kind of

fifh dried.

On the. 2d of February we proceeded to Kronotowa,

where I was defirous of feeing the head land pi" Kronock,

which lay to the eaftward ot us, while the lake of Kronock
lay to the weft; but the governor oppofed my delign,

by alluring mc that the road was not cleared, and I

might probably be buried in the fnow. On the 3d we
proceeded jto, Katham, frpm which place I fent to Nifney

Conratiew, to advife my companions of our arrival, and.

to dired: them to bring a prefeht of their fineft furs for

tjhe governor, the chancellor, and the hettman. On the-

4th we arrived through a very bad road, over moun-
tains and precipices, to Chovalova, where we found

Mr. Norin,- commanding officer at Nifney, together with

tjie principal merchants, waitmg for us ; who informed

the governor that confiderable prefents were prepared for

his arrival in town.

On the 5th, after having paffed the river Kamerath,- a

part of the exiles presented themfelves before the governor,

towhom they announced their intention of making preients,

and afterwards joined our fuite. On the fame day, about

fix in the. evening, we arrived at the town or village of

Verchney, where the governor alighted at the habita-

tion;

* This word is obfciire in the manufcript.
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tion of the protopop, and I lodged with him ; hut the

others fixed their lodging with the town's people. Oa
the 6th I received orders to forward all the p.efents ro

Bolfha, and, from a moderate eftimation, I found that

the governor's journey to Nifney had been worth ni-ar

feven thoufand roubles to him.

We remained in this town till the 13th; :ind as the

feverity of the cold did not allow me co make any

excurfions, I employed my time in drawing up a defcrip-

tion of Kamchatka, in order to promote tliedefigns of

the governor. My work was interrupted only by the

game of chefs, which was eagerly ftudied by every one

who was defirous of diftinguifhing himftlf from the

common rank of people. My winnings at this game
amounted to near thirteen thoufand roubles, in furs and

ready money, which the chancellor and the hettman

fhared w^ith me.

On the 1 3th we reached the village of Kamenin,
where all my projedls would have been overthrown, if a

lucky accident had not averted this moffe imminent

danger. On the 14th, in the morning, I came out to

direct Mr. Kuzneczow to fend an cxprefs to our aflbciates

at Bolfha, to advife them of our return. As foon as I

came out I was accofted by a native, who requefted to

be introduced to the governor, as he faid he had a letter

for hini from an exile who had been taken ill, and v/as

by that means prevented from waiting on the governor

himfelf. I ordered this man to follow me, and went

with him to Kuzneczow, where, after opening the letter,

I faw it contained an account of the fecrets of our union,

irom one of the aflbciates named Le\'antiew. This man
came
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came from Nifney to join the governor, and make his

report in perfon ; but, happily tor our caufc, a violent

cholic feized him in the middle of his journey, and forced

him to adopt the expedient of fending a letter to the

governor. Upon this information I ordered Kuznec-
zow to depart immediately vi^ith Ivan Kudrin, and dif-

patch the traitor. I then rejoined the governor, with

whom I breakfafted, after which we proceeded on our

journey.

We arrived at Kolitova, where I requejfted the governor

to remain, on pretence of vifiting the volcano of Krafnai>..

He confented, and on the 15 th we proceeded to view

this famous volcano. I approached within five toifes of its

mouth, where a fudden exhalation of fulphureous fume
furprized me, and caufed me to fall backwards among the

hot afhes, which burnt my face. But, fortunately for me,

there were feveral natives of Kamchatka near at hand, who
were provided with iron hooks, with which they dragged

me out, and, after having rubbed the burned parts with

whale oil, they reconduded me to Kolitova, where I

found Mr. Kuzneczow returned from his expedition.

He reported, that Levontiew had declared his refolution to

his coufin at Nifney, who, not being able to diffuade him
from it, had poifoned him in a glafs of brandy, which they

drank together ; and that, on the arrival of Kuzneczow,
this unhappy wretch was at the point of death. He
confeffed his intention to Kuzneczow, and entreated, as

a favour, that he would put him out ot his mifery, at the

lame time that he declared the fociety had nothing more
to fear, fince his letter was intercepted ; becaafe he liad

difcovered his intention to no one but his coufm, who,
Vol. I. X faithful
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faithful to his engagement, had poifoned him. This

account gave me great fatisfaftion, and induced me to

prefs the governor to return ; but, as he was determined

lirfl: to vifit Tigilb, nothing could be done but follow

him.

On the 1 6th we arrived at Napana, where I met a fo-

reign exile whofe acquaintance I immediately requeftcd,.

and was not a little furprized to behold a man of the age

of ninety-two years in perfed: health. He told me his

name was Ehrenfchild, a Swtdifh colonel, who had been

exiled forty-nine years before into Siberia, and had dwelt

at Kamchatka for twenty-two years. I propofed to him
to join us at Bolflia, to which he confented, and for

which purpofe I obtained the governor's permiflion, but

this unfortunate perfon died a fbort time after.

On the I yth we arrived at Chippin, where we found

the jourts forfaken. On the i8th we arrived at Volofka,

which was likewife deferted, and on the 19th we at laft

arrived at Tigilb, a town and fort, which I fball hereafter,

defcribe. At this place the governor remained three days,

and received confiderable prefents. On the 2 2d we pro-

ceeded from thence to Galiny. On the 23d we arrived

at Belozolova, and on the 24th at Sigican. On the 25th

we reached Takout, from whence the governor fent the

chancellor and the hettman the next day to Verchney
Oftrogg to infpedt the military, while he himfelf, with

his attendants, continued his journey towards Bolfha.

On the 27th we arrived at Ivanka, and laftly, on the

28th, at Bolfheretzkoy Oftrogg, where I was received

by my friends with that cordiality which can only be

found in a fociety united by indifloluble interefts. The
fitigue
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fatigue of my journey did not allow me to proceed in

copying out the work I had written for the governor,

which, for that reafon, was not prefented till fome days

after ; and as it may convey fome information refpeding

this remote part of the world, I {hall infert it in this

place.

CHAP. XV.

AN ABRIDGEMENT OF THE HISTORY AND DESCRIPTION OF

-

KAMCHATKA,

THE peninfula of Kamchatka forms the north-eaft

extremity of Afia, extending from the 6 2d to the

51ft degree of north latitude. The weftern coaft of

Kamchatka is very finuous, forming many harbours, and is

interfered by many rivers, among which Bolilia is the

largeft. Veffels from Ochoczk enter this river, which,

however, they cannot do with fafety but at the time of

fpring tides, which rife between nine and eleven feet. It

is difficult to go up this river on account of it's rapid

ftream and the great number of illands it contains.

Kamchatka, by offering an afylum for our navigators

during winter, engages them in the purfuit of difcoverics.

At the prefent time it is merely a place of rendezvous,

and ftorehoufe for the exchange of rich furs, brought by
the hunters from the Kurelles and Aleuthcs iflands ; but

X 2 in
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in cafe the fovcreign fhould think proper to cftablifK

colonies in thofe illands, and cultivate a trade with

China, Japan, Korea, and Idzo, Kamchatka would be-

come a fource of great riches and profperity to the Ruf-

fian empire.

This peninfula may likewife ferve to eftablifh a com-
munication between the two continents of Alia and

America. The only commodious port on the eaftern

coaft is the bay of Avatcha, named Racova. The go-

vernor of Kamchatka has built a regular fortrefs, capable

of defending its entrance.

The inhabitants of the torrid zone are indebted to

the fun for the art of producing fire, but the northern

nations owe this to volcanos, I apprehend thefe phaeno-

mena to be an effe6l of the central heat of the earth,

which burfts forth, and that the fea may contribute to

the phzenomena by a fermentation, engendered by the faline

parts of the waters, filtrated through the earth. With-
out entering into conjedlures refpeding the origin of

volcanos, 1 muft take notice that there are more than

twenty in the peninfula of Kamchatka; of thefe, the

three mofl: celebrated are at Avatcha, Tolbatfchz, and the

third near the rivTr of Kameralteria. The fame princi-

ples which have given rife to volcanos have produced

a great number of hot fprings, which have been found

to poffefs the efficacy of mineral waters. The water

which flows from thefe fprings is covered with a black

fcum, fome of v/hich I collected, and found it perfe6lly

adapted for wfe as India or China ink.

With regard to the fertility of the foil of Kamchatka,
after having made many remarks and obfcrvations, I cannot

avoid
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avoid contradidling the different accounts which have

been delivered at the chancery. All the attempts which
have been made to produce grain have been unfuc-

cefslul, except on ground prepared by manure. Though
fomc wood is naturally produced, fufficient for the con-

fl:rud:ion of huts, there is none proper to be uf_d in

the building of fhipping. In this refpecl I can contradidt

Mr. Steller, who likewife reports, that this country

abounds in herbage, and that the cattle are of a prodigious

fize. If there had been any cattle at Kamchatka in his

time their number ought to have increafcd till the year

1 77 1, in which I made the tour of the place ; and through-

out the whole of Kamchatka I found only five cows and
two bulls, which w^ere fed with the bark of birch nine

months in the year, for there is no verdure except be-

tween the months of July and September.

Neither is the climate and the air of Kamchatka fo

mild as many writers preten-d. A continual mifl, which
covers the whole country, produces fcorbutic diforders

and other illnclTes, which check population. The cold

is fo extreme that feveral foldiers were found, durincr

the late winters, frozen on their liands. The lon^-

duration of the fnow likewife occafions blindnefs, inso-

much that the natives of the country feidom exceed forty

years of age before they become blmd.

Kamchatka produces metals. Near Avatfet I found
iron ores, and near Girova the ore of copper. The
mountains afford rock chryflal, fome fpecimens of which
are green and reddifh ; th£ natives of the country ufe it

to make heads for their iavelins. The only kind of trees

which grow in Kamchatka are a fpecies of baftard fir>

cedars.
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cedars, willows, and birch ; the ceda affords a grain

which the natives are very fond of: the L irk of the willows

and the birch ferve? them inftead of bread. The only

ufeful plant in this country is the farana, which flowers,

and aiFords fruit in the month of Auguft. The natives

of Kamchatka make a large provifion of this fubftance,

which, together with cavear, forms a certain pafte, which

thev think delicious, but upon which I think I never

could fupport life. Bcfldes the farana, government has

caufed another plant to be coUcdled, under the name of

Vinovaya, from which a kind of brandy is diftilled, which

produces a moderate revenue, but is hurtlul in its ufe,

as nothing can equal the poifon of this plant. The go-

vernor vv^ould adl very prudently by prohibiting this dif-

tillation, and importing a larger quantity of brandy from

Europe.

Kamchatka makes no great figure with refpedt to ani-

mals. The hrft rank belongs to the dog, which ferves

inftead of draught horfes, and, after it's death, affords a

(kin for the clothing of man. The dogs of Kamchatka
are large, but adive and laborious ; they are fed with

opana, which is a compofition of ftale fifh and the bark

of the birch, but they are moft commonly obliged to feek

their own food, which they find in the rivers produced by

the hot fprings, where they find fifh.

The fox comes next'after the dog ; its fkin is glofTy, and

there is no fur in Siberia which can be put in competi-

tion with the fox's fkin of Kamchatka.

The ram of Kamchatka is excellent food ; its fkin is

highly valued, and its horns are likewife an article of

commerce
j
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commerce ; but of late years the number of this fpecics

has greatly diminilhed.

The fable is very common in Kamchatka, and the

natives continually hunt this animal, as do likewife the

hunters. The number of fables brought to market laft

year from Kamchatka amounted to fix thoufand eight

hundred.

The fur of the marmotte is very v^^arm and light.

Bears are very numerous in Kamchatka ; their difpo-

iition is gentle, and they do no mifchief, except in their

own defence. The hunters are obliged to hunt the

bear for fubiiftence, but it often happens that they get

torn, though the bear very feldom kills a man. It feems

as if this animal fpared the life of the creature it no

longer fears : they have never been known to hurt

women. Thefe creatures are fat during the fummer and-

lean in winter.

Amphibious Animals.

The manate refembles a cow in the form of it? headl

The females have two nipples, and hold their young
againfl their bofoms. The French have named this animal,

lamenti, from its cry. It has a bkick rough fkin, as thick

as the bark of an oak, and capable of refifting the

ftroke of an hatchet. The teeth of the manate are pre-

ferred to ivory. Kamchatka affords annually of thefe

betv/een two hundred and fifty and three hundred. The
£efh of the manate refembles beef when full grown, andl

veal when young.

Kamchatka likewife affords beavers. The fur of this,

creature is as foft as down j its teeth are fraall and fliarp,,

buc
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but its tail fliort, flat and broad, terminating in a point.

Beavers are catched here with the line, and fometimes

they are fhot under the ice.

The Tea-lion is of the iizc of an ox ; its cry is dread-

ful ; but, happily for navigators, it is one of the figns of

the vicinity oi land during the fogs, which are fo common
here. The fea-lion is a timid animal ; it is ftruck with

the harpoon, or fliot with the mufket, or bow and

arrow.

The fea-calf is found in great abundance near all the

iflands and headlands of Kamchatka ; it never goes far

from fhore, but enters the mouths of rivers to devour

ii{h. The fkin of the fea-calf is ufed to make bufkins.

The inhabitants of Kamchatka take this animal with

the line.

Kamchatka affords a large quantity of different kinds

of fifh, from the whale to the fmalleft fpecies, but the

birds of this country are few ; and as I know of nothing

new with refped to either, I fliall here conclude this

article.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XVf.

AN ACCOUNT OF THE NATIVES OF KAMCHATKA, THEIR ORIGIN,

FOOD, HABITATIONS, RELIGION, ETC. THE NARRATIVE OF THE
PROCEEDINGS OF THE EXILES RESUMED. PREPARATIONS FOR WAR.

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE SOCIETY OF EXILES ALTERED.

CONSEQUENCE THENCE ARIJING.

THE original people of Kamchatka call themfelves

Itelmen, which word denotes inhabitants of the

country. If we were to attempt to difcufs their origin

from the conftrudlion of their language, we fhould declare

them to be defcendants of the Mongal tartars : their figure

refembles that people ; their hair is black, their beard is

thin, and their face broad and flat. This nation pollefles

no tradition refped;ing its origin : it was numerous at the

arrival of the firfl Coffacks, but has fince greatly dimi-

niflied.

The natives of Kamchatka have no other fubflftence

than iifh, roots, bear's flefh, and the bark of trees, with

water to drink, and fometimes brandy, for which they

pay very dear to the merchants.

Though this people is at prefent cloathed, for which
advantage they are indebted to the Europeans, it has coft

them dear, when placed in the balance againft the bar-

barous and tyrannical treatment they have experienced

from their new mafters. Their women are exceedingly

difpofed to luxury, to fuch a degree, that they do not

perform the ofRces of the kitchen without their gloves

on ; and they v/ould not, on any account, fuffer them-
WoL. I. Y felve«
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fclves to be fcen by a ftranger witb.out their gloves and

roLigc, which they fmear in large quantities upon their

hideous countenances, Thefe people dwell in two kinds

of houfes ; their winter habitation is called yourth, and

that of the fummer balagan.

The whole religion of tlie natives of Kamchatka confifts

in the belief that their God, having formerly dwelled in

Kamchatka, fixed his habitation upon the banks of each

river feveral years, and peopled thofe places with his

children, to whom before his difappearance to eftablifh

himfelf elfewhere, he gave the circumambient country for

an inheritance. For this reafon they never quit a do-

main fo ancient and unalienable.

The fenfations of this people are merely corporeal.

Happinefs, in their opinion, coniifts in idlenefs, and the

gratification of the natural appetites. It is impoflible to

perfuade them that any mode of life can be more happy

or more agreable than theirs, and they always confider

the manner of living in Rufiia as worthy of their utmoft

contempt and difdain.

The inhabitants of Kamchatka have a peculiar cuftom

in contracting marriages ; but as this ufage is defcribed in

tlie memoir of Spamberg, I Ihall not repeat in thisit

place. Every intimacy between the fexes is allowed of,

and, according to the principles of the Kamchatka na-

tion, a plurality of wives is allowed ; but the Ruffian

government forbids poligamy, in which refped: perhaps

it tends to depopulate this country.

It is difficult to conceive what reafons could lead fo

wretched a people, who have nothing either to lofe or to

gain, to enter into war. But it is very certain that they

are
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are ftrongly addidled to revenge. The object of their

wars can be only that of making prifoners, to em-

ploy the men in work, and fubjed the women to their

pleafures. There is no doubt, however, but that the

Coflacks on their arrival excited troubles and difterences

among them, in order to profit by their inteftine wars.

The conquefl of this nation has been a very difficult taik

to the Coflacks, for, though feeble in its wretchednefs, it

has fhewn itfelf terrible in its defence. They have availed

themfelves of ftratagem and treachery when force was un-

fuccefsful ; and if it be true that this nation is bafe, yet the

fear of death prevails fo little among them, that fuicide is

very common. There are inftances of thefe people being

befieged by the Coffacks in a place of retreat, and, when
deftitute of all hope of efcape, they have iirft cut the

throats of their wives and children, and afterwards killed

themfelves. The ufe of muchomor is conv^enient for this

purpofe, as a dofe of it caufes them to die by a profound

fleep, which deprives them of all fenfation. The much-
omor is a kind of champignon, very common in this

country ; the infujQon of which caufes drunkennefs and

hilarity, but, if ufed to excefs, produces ftrong convul-

lions, which terminate in death.

After I had prefented my abridgment of the hifloiy of

Kamchatka to the governor, who found it a mafter-piece

in his opinion, excepting that the cxprellions were not

fufficiently free from a foreign manner, I applied all my
attention to contrive fuch meafures and precautions as

might infure the fuccefs of my plan. The two inftances

of treachei"^- I had experienced made me very imeafy ;

and as I had to do v.ith people who were governed by

Y 2

^

the
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the prejudice of religion, I could not take too much pre-

caution to Iccure myiclh In confcquence of this, I con-

vened all my alTociates on the ift ot March, about fix in

the evening. I opened the committee by giving an ac-

count of my voyage and the death of Levontiew, after

whieh I declared that it appeared necelfary, in my opi-

nion, that we fhould fummon all thofe who were abfent,

in order that we might be ready to defend ourfelves, or

to make an attack in cafe of ncceflity.

Mr. Meder informed the committee that he had pre-

pared one hundred cartouch boxes, each containing forty-

eight full cartridges, and fixty other charges faftened to

each ; and that Mr. Cruftiew had colledled, or caufed to

be made, fixty knives, which might be ufed to advantage

inftead of cutlafTes, as each of them was eighteen inches

long and three broad : that fixteen pair of piftols and

thirty-fix hatchets had been purchafed ; and that Mr. Pa-

now had caufed one hundred pikes to be made.

The number of our company amounted to fifty-nine

perfons, every one of whom appeared fully determined to

fupport each other. I therefore afiTured my companions

that when we had united our forces we fliould be able

to refift every open attack, provided we were all together.

For this reafon I ordered Mr. Panow to fend an immedi-

ate exprefs to thofe that were abfent. The approach of

fpring permitted our coming together without exciting

any fufpicion ; becaufe the governor and all the inhabi-

tants of Kamchatka were perfuaded that our attention

was taken up in preparations for our eftablifhment on the

extremity of the peninfwla.

In
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In order to give more ftrength to this general opinion,

I propofed to the fociety that we fhould draw up a me-
raorird, and prefent it to the governor, in which we
fliould pray him to grant us a lliip to tranfport all our

provilions and efFe<9:s.

The meeting was on the point of breaking up, when
Mr. Panow made a motion. He began by obferving that

the indifcretion of one fingle perfon would be fufficient

to deftroy all our hopes ; for which reafon he held it to

be of the laft neceflity to refolve in this committee that

the affociation fhould give up all authority into my hands,

in order that, after having given fo many proofs of my
attachment to their interefts, I might in future be dif-

penfed from communicating my intentions refpecling the

meafures I propofed to take, and the means which I in-

tended to employ in carrying my plan into execution.

He therefore propofed that the whole fociety fhould agree

to fubmit implicitly to my orders, and to ratify this fub-

miflion by an oath. Hvf obfcrved, that when the fociety

had thus granted me the fupreme authority, it would
depend upon myfelf to nominate my council and the

chiefs who might be propofed to the parties I fliould

hereafter form.

Mr. Stephanow oppofed this motion ; but it was agreed

to by the fociety, fo that Mr. Stephanow remained alone.

In order to difTipate his confufion, I declared that I

would nominate him a member of my council, becaufe,

as he was the only one who miftrufted my intentions, he

might fuperintend my adions. The meeting, however,

oppofed his nomination, at the inflance of Mr. Panow,
who declared that Stephanow had rendered himfelf in-

capable
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capable of any confidence on our part, and that it was

merely with a view of excluding him from our fecrets

that he had made his propofition. For he could not,

as he obferved, conceal that he was in pofleflion of in-

dications of treachery meditated on the part of Mr. Ste-

phanow, though he had never chofen to fearch to the

bottom of his intrigues, becaufe he was defirous of fparing

the life and honour of his relation. But he threatened,

that if Mr. Stephanow did not confent to receive and fub-

mit to the future orders, till the day of our departure,

he fhould hold himfelf obliged to employ every means in

his power to come at the knowledge of his proceedings,

and to expofe him to the company.

I was extremely aftonifhed to hear Mr. Panow exprefs

himfelf in this manner, in the prefence of Mr. Stephanow,

who did not anfwer a fingle word. The company, equally

furprized, requefted me to force Mr. Panow to declare

what he knew; but I refufed, by obferving, that I

refpe6led the fentiments of Mr. Panow, and placed the

mofl: unbounded confidence in his declaration. Neverthe-

lefs I afked Mr. Stephanow, whether he would receive and

obey the orders ; to whicli he anfwered in the affirmative,

at the lame time that he loaded me with invectives, and

declared that I was indebted to Mr. Panow for the prefer-

vation ofmy life. He called his relation to witncfs, that he

had no wifh to betray the interefts of the focicty, and that

his vengeance had no other obje<5l in view than myfelf

perfonally ; a lofs which, he faid, was of little confequence,

as he was well alTured that many of the company were
more capable of executing tlic appointment of chief

than myfeli. Fie even took upon him to declare, that

I had
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1 Kad abufed my authority in putting Levontiew to death,

in which affair his coufin had been deceived ; though the

truth was, that I was defirous of ufurping his fortune

after his death. This confident affertion excited the in-

dignation of Mr. Kuzneczow, who prcfented the letter

ol: the deceafed to the fociety. The hand-writing w^^.s

irnmediately knov/n, and the contents juftified my relo-

lution. This circumftance, however, produced no change

in the ideas of Stephanow, who demanded the judgment

of God between him and myfelf. This judgment is

founded on a cuftom of the Coflacks, which elfablifhes

that the two opponents fliall fight a duel, in prefence of

witneffes, and the perfon overcome is efteemed guilty.

His ridiculous appeal produced a divifion in the meet-

ing. The moft rational part were of opinion that it was

necefiary to interpofe their authority, and condemn
Stephanov/ j but the reft hefitated. Upon this divi-

fion I thought it proper to anfwer for myfelf, being

affured that it was of the greateft confequence that I

fhould give proofs of refolution. I therefore replied

that I accepted his challenge, and appointed ten o'clock

the following day to give him fatisia6tion, at the diftance

of two leagues from our habitation.

The affociates agreed to accompany us, imder pretence

of hunting. This incident occafioned the final termina-

tion of Mr. Panow's propolition to be retarded. He
thought proper, neverthelefs, to keep Mr. Stephanow in.

fight, and to endeavour to pacify him ; but finding it

impoffible to produce any alteration in his difpofition,

as he himfclf told me, he abandoned lum to- his unhappy
fate,

Onr
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On the 2d in the morning 1 ordered my fledge to be

harnejfTed, and departed withMeflrs. Cruftiew and Kuznec-
zow for the rendezvous. Mr. Panow attended his relation,

and at nine o'clock the whole company were met, and de-

termined that the quarrel fliould be decided with the broad

fword. As foon as we had received our arms he advanced

towards me with unexampled temerity. I parried the

firft ftroke he made, by engaging his fword, which broke

in two ; at which inftant I ftepped back to let him fee

that I was not difpofed to take advantage of his being

difarmed. The wretch then drew out a piftol, and fired it

at me, without any other effedl except that the ball grazed

my Icit arm. His treachery irritated me to fuch a degree

that I advanced towards him, though I faw a fecond

piftol in his hand, which, however, miffed fire. I then

feized him and threw him on the ground. The afibciates

immediately came up, and urged me to put him to

death. This, however, I refufed. I put him into their

hands, requefting that they would fpare the life of this

wretched pcrfon ; but my requeft did not prevent their

infulting and ill treating him on all fides.

Mr. Panow took charge of him, and we returned to

our habitations, where I appointed a meeting of the

committee at fix in the evening ; and in the mean time I

vifited the governor, with whom I dined. Our difcourfe

ran upon the projects of Mr. Flettman. I omitted nothing

to confirm the governor in the hope of poffeffing the

government ot Ochoczk. After dinner Madame Nilow
called me afide, and informed me that her daughter

prcffed her refpedting the conclulion of our marriage,

and confequently that it depended on me to perfuade her

to
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to wait the moment fixed for our union ; but that if I

confented fhe would undertake to difpofe her hufband to

agree to the celebration of our union.

Being thus obliged to gain time, I had no other means

of excufe than to urge my intention of firft making an

excurfion to fix my new colony, and to build a houfe,

and arrange my houfehold affairs, that her daughter

might not be expofed to the rigour of the feafon, with-

out every neceffary convenience. After a long conver-

fation this good mother adopted my reafons, and pleaded

my caufe with her daughter, to whom fhe introduced

me ; but as fiie foon after left us, the whole charge fell

upon me, and it was with difficulty that I prevailed 011

this amiable young lady to confent to the delay.

CHAP. XVII.

Various proceedings in the association for projecting the
escape of the exiles from slavery.

AT fix in the evening, I repaired to our meeting,
•^^ where Mr. Crufliew prefided in my abfence. He
addreffed me in the name of the whole company, which
granted me the entire authority and moft abfolute com-
mand over the fociety. I accepted their fubmiffion,
which was confirmed by mutual oath. After this ce-
remony, I required Mr. Panow to declare the motives
v/hich had determined Mr. Stephanow to attempt my

Vol. I. Z life ;
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lite ; he at firfl begged me not to prefs him in this re-

fpedt, as he obferved that he had given his word and oath

to the unfortunate Stephanow, though he would not con-

ceal that, in a long converfation with him fince his laft

accident, he had obtained his permiihon to difcover the

caufes that had produced his enmity towards me.

My friends all declared unanimoufly that it was ne-

celTary the wretch fhould himlelf appear, whereupon
Kuzneczow immediately went out to fetch him. This
unhappy man appeared before us, not only without the

leaft confufion, but with a degree of audacity by which
he appeared to dare me. I made a fign to Mr. Cruftiew,

who queftioned him concerning the difjoofition of his

mind, and the caufes which had produced his extreme

malice againft me. His anfwer was to the following

cffed:.

" Ever fince I firfl: knew your chief, I found it im-
*' poflible to forgive that fuperiority which he has affumed
*' over us all. My jealoufy was often outrageous, but the

confidence he repofed in me ufually reftored my recol-

lection, and I have often applauded my own refolution

in overcoming my natural difpofition, which led me to

offend. I had even perfuaded myfelf that I poffeffed

the moft unfhaken attachment to him, when I was

furprized by jealoufy. I beheld the lovely daughter

of the governor, I became enamoured of her, and the

certain knowledge of her approaching marriage with

your chief, caufed me to fwear his deftrudlion. You
know the reft, gentlemen, and I here proteft, that

though his generofity has preferved my life, it has

made no change in my intentions. If, therefore, it be
a of
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" of any confequence to you to preferve his life, do not
*' fparemine."

Several members of the fociety reprefented his folly

and bafenefs to him, but his anfwers only fhewed that his

mind was in a ftate of defperation. His fituation, never-

thelefs, atFeded me, and I addreffed myfelf to him in a

mild and friendly manner, affuring him that I har-

boured no refentment againfh him, though he had juft

reafons to blame himfelf for the little confidence he

repofed in me, before he made a determination to engage

in fo bafe an attempt againft my fafety. I acauainted

him that it was very true I had an efbeem for the gover-

nor's daughter, and had reafons to think myfelf the obje6l

of her affection ; but that I did not intend to marry her,

and confequently his defpair was premature. I then

called the v»''hole company to witnefs the truth of my
affertions ; whereupon the unhappy Stephanow fell at

my feet, begged a thoufand pardons, and entreated me to

forget all that had palled. I promifed the moft abfolute

compliance with this requeft, on condition that he would
inviolably fubmit to the orders of the fociety; and with a

view to make fure of him, I nominated three affociates to

attend him and watch his motions. After I had thus

received the fatisfaclion of recalling this man to his fenfes,

I adjourned the committee till nine o'clock.

On the 3d, Mr. Panow waited upon me in the morn-
ing, to thank me for the goodnefs I had fhewn to his un-
happy friend, at the fame time that, in his name, he
requefted permiffion to fee me. I confented, the more
willingly, as I could depend upon the reditude of Mr.
Panow. Stephanow arrived about ten o'clock, and en-

Z 2 treated
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treated me to confirm the promife that I did not intend

to marry the governor's daughter, which I did with the

iitmoft earneftnefs ; upon which he begged, that at the

inftant of my departure I would permit him to carry her

off. CompaiTion for the man's unhappy fituation, as

well as the necellity of faving myfelf from the excefs of

his defpair, induced me to promife, after advifing him to

be patient, that I would ufe every means to fatisfy his

wifhes, as far as their accomplifliment might agree with

the inclinations of the young lady. I'his promife con-

tented the poor man, who then returned to his confine-

ment. Mr. Panow, after his departure, embraced me
cordially, with many thanks for the pains I took to re-

ftore the peace of mind of his relation. The reft of the

day was employed in compofing the order of fervice for

my companions, that every one might perform his tafb

with propriety. In the evening the hettman came with
feveral merchants to lofe fome games at chefs, which hap-

pened to his wifh, and produced no fmall profit ; for his

winnings did not amount to lefs than two thoufand five

hundred roubles that night.

On the 4th, I received a letter from Nifney Oftrogg,

from one of the affociates, named Loginow, who ad-

vifed that three exiles from Verchney Oftrogg had rcr

folved to wait upon me, in order to be admitted into our-

fociety, though he was affured that their defign was tO'

regain their liberty by betraying me. He expreffed his

fufpicions that thefe three exiles had been informed of

our defign by the late Levontiew, and concluded his let-

ter by informing me that himfelf and Sibaew had re-

folved to return very foon, with all the other affociates.

Oil



COUNT DE BENYOV/SKY, 173

On the 5th, I convened a meeting to draw up a pe-

tition to the governor, rcquefting a vcilcl for the carriage

of our utenfils and efFefts to Lopattka, in order that we
might form our eftablilliment. After this bufinefs was
difpatched, I informed them of the approaching arrival of
our companions from Nifney Oftrogg, and the project of

the three exiles of Verchney. With regard to the laft

affair, we refolved that we would confefs to them that it

was very true we had formed a defign to efcape from the

tyranny under which we had fuffered, but that fince the

governor had extended his prote6tion to us, we had de-

termined to form a new colony at Lopattka, and confe-

quently we fliould propofe to them to affociate in our

undertaking. I requefted all the members of our fociety

to converfe with them agreeable to this arrangement.

Towards evening, a certain merchant, named Krafitni-

kow, arrived, and propofed to me to enter into a contract

with him for the fole furnifhing of our colony with fupplies

;

on which account he promifed to give credit for twelve

thoufand roubles. I replied, that this affair being a

common concern to all the individuals who compoled this

new colony, I could not, for that reafon, make any fci-

pulation with him until I had firil: received their m-
ftrudions, though I did not doubt their confent, on ac-

count of the great advantages the fociety would derive

from fuch a credit This poor merchant already de-

voured in imagination the great advantages which fuch

an exclufion mufi: produce. In hopes, therefore, of

purchafing my good will, he drew a purle of two hundred
roubles out of his pocket, which he preffed me to accept,,

and which. 1 did. not think proper to refufe,, as it fci-ved

tike::
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the better to cover my intentions and confirm the pub-

lic in the perfiiafion tliat a new colony was really about

to be formed. With this view I likewile begged him to

procure me fomc good carpenters and blackfmiths.

On the 6th, I was invited to fpend the day with the

hettman, who put a confufed mafs of papers into my
hands, containing his projedls relative to the Aleuthes

iflands ; from which he begged me to compofe a me-
morial to be prefented to her Imperial Majefty. The
head of this man was filled with fuch a numerous ar-

rangement of chimerical projcd:s, that it was with the

utmoft difiiculty I could difluade him from the grofleft

abfurdities in the foundation of his fyftem ; and perhaps

I fiiould not have fuccceded, if the chancellor, who ar-

rived during our conference, had not fupported my
reafoning.

In the evening the governor's family arrived, who, at

my requeft, invited fome of my companions, among
whom was Mr. Stephanow. I had before found an op-

portunity to perfuade Mifs Aphanafia to diflemble her

fentiments towards hini, which fhe promifed to do, and I

could depend on lier promife. In this manner we
palfed the evening very agreeably, and I had fufiicient

leifure to make my refle6tions on the weaknels of the

human mind, when I faw that the fame Stephanow, who,

a fhort time before had ufed every effort for my deftruc-

tion, was now continually loading me with the titles of

his guardian angel and benefador.

Upon our departure I accompanied the governor's lady

home, at her own rcquefl, where I learned the difcourfe

which had pafied bctv/cen Mr. Stephanow and Mi is

Aphanafia,
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Aphanafia. The amount was that Stephanow had de-

clared his love in due form, and entreated her to accept

him for her hufband. To this the lady anfwered, that

as fhe had not yet had a fufEcient opportunity to become
acquainted with him, flie could not accede to his pro-

pofal ; but that fhe hoped time would tend to advance

his expectations. She afTured him that fhe had no

averfion to his countenance, but that the accomplifliment

of his hopes would, it was to be feared, find great ob-

ftacles on the part of her parents, who expeded a fortune

to fecure her future welfare ; and, as Mr. Stephanow, being

an exile, could have no pofTefTions, the adjuftment of that

bufinefs would doubtlefs be very difficult. She further

acquainted him that this greateff: obftacle could only be

removed by my protedlion, for which purpofe fhe recom-

mended him to employ every means of cultivating my
friendfhip. I thanked this amiable young lady for her

goodnefs, while at the fame time I felt the fincerefl: re-

gret to behold myfelf the inflrument of her future af-

flidion, though her kindnefs and friendfhip banifhed, for

the moment, thefe afHiding thoughts from my mind.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XVIII.

THE EXILES IN DANGER OF TREACHERY. THEY ENDEAVOUR TO
PROCURE A VESSEL, BUT WITHOUT SUCCESS. THEIR MILITARY

ARRANGEMENT. FINAL PROJECT.

ON my return home Mr. Cruftiew informed me of

the arrival of McfTrs. Ivafkin, Voladimir, and Puf-

karew, the three exiles concerning whom I had received

information from Verchney. On the 7th in the morning

I received a vilit from Mr. Sr.ephjiiow, v/ho fatigued me
by his meannefs. At ten c clock Mr. Ivafkin came to

fee me, together with his two companions. Their lirft

converj(Iition turned upon their fuil ..rings and their birth,

which they finillied by compliments, and the obfervatioix

that they had lived long enough in the world to be

ready to fubmit to the commands of fo enlightened a

chief as myfclf, at the fame time that they declared the

intention for which they had come fo far; namely, to

be in readinefs to ficrifice their lives to promote my in-

tereft. I thanked them for their compliment, but de-

clared, that as I was equally wretched with therafelves,

it was out of my power to ferve them in any other

way than by mitigating, in fome meafure, the hardfliips

of their lituation, for which purpofe, in cafe they chofe to

affociate with us to forni our new colony, I would readily

Oiave with them the advantages which our labour and in-

duftry might procure. This replv had a very ftriking

efted; upon their countenances. Mr. Ivafkin replied that

they had formed very diflcrent hopes, as they had heard

froni
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from fome of their intimate friends that I had refolv^d

to purfue a plan to fet the exiles at liberty ; the hope

of co-operating in which had been the fole motive of their

application to me. Upon this declaration I aflured them,

that it was true that the unhappy ftate of flavery in which I

found myfelf, as well as the fufferings of fuch a number
of brave men, had led me, at firft, to the determination of

running all rifks to procure our liberty, but that fince

government had granted us fuch diftinguiflied mxarks of

protetflion, and had given us the means of procuring an

eafy and comfortable fituation, I had changed my refo-

lution, and had perfuaded all my companions to re-

linquifh theirs ; in confequence of which they had re-

folved to afTift in my labours. I continued to difplay to

them, at full length, the advantages that might be ex-

peded to refult from our enterprize ; and I gave fo

flattering an account of the hopes I had conceived of it's

fuccefs, that they were entirely convinced of it's reality.

Several of our companions entered foon after, and the

converfation turned entirely upon the means I had adopted

to render our eftablifliment fuccefsful. I took this op-

portunity of afking Mr. Ivafkin for his determination,

who replied, that the thing required mature examina-

tion, and could not be decided in an inftant ; but

Meffrs. Pufkarew and Voladimir declared that they would

unite themfelves to us without referve, and at the fame

time proceeded to fay, in the prefence of Mr. Ivafkin,

that as for him, they were determined to have no further

connexion with one who had formed the villainous

proje6l of obtaining his pardon by betraying a number
of brave men. They declared that they had undertaken

Vol. I. A a the
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the journey with him, exprcflly with the intention of fruf-

tniting his deflgn, in cafe our views had been to efcape

from Kamchatka, and proceeded to rchite the whole of

Ivafkin's projecfl, who finding himfelf difcovered, began

to intreat for pardon. I faid no more to him in

reply, than that the idea alone of fo vile an undertaking

convinced me that he could not efcape diigrcice and
punifnment, though, with refped: to mylelf, as my con-

dudl had been fuch as to fear no reproaches, I would
confcnt to pardon him, on condition that he never again

appeared in my fight.

Alter his departure, as I did not think it prudent to ex-

pofe myfelf to the enterprizes of fo bafe a wretch, I imme-
diately waited on the chancellor, and acquainted him with

Ivafkin's attempt. This account enraged the chancel-

lor to fuch a degree, that he immediately went to the

governor, and obtained an order to difpatch Ivafkin to

Verchney, with an injunftion never to return again to

Bolfha. Thus ended the attempt ot this infidious wretch.

My companions congratulated me on its happy iffue ; but

I required them to difcover none of our views or intentions

to our new affociates, becaufe I was defirous iirfl; of gaining

a knowledge of their real intentions before we fhould com-
municate any particulars of information to them.

On the 8th I convened the chiefs of our fociety, and
went in a body with them to the chancery to prefent our

petition, which the governor caufed to be read. The
decifion of the council was, that, as government could

not furnifh us with a veffel, we fliould be fupplied by
baydars, v/hich are large boats. In confequence of which
refolution, a fufficient number of thefe boats were ordered

to
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to be delivered to us, which, by making feveral trips

along the fiiore, might render us fervices equally effential

with thofe of a larger veffel. To prevent delay the go-

vernor ordered them to be immediately delivered, and at

the fame time he caufed the conceilion of the land of

Lopattka to be given into my hands, together with the

permiflion to begin my operations as foon as I thought

proper.

This refolution, fo unfavourable to our interefts, de-

ftroyed our hope of polTefling a veffel in our own
^ower. I therefore affembled a committee, in which,

after confiderable difcuflion, it was determined, that we
fhould poftpone our departure, under various pretences, till

we could feize a proper opportunity of gaining poffeflion

of an armed veffel by main force, and by that means
making our efcape. And, in order that the execution of

this projedt might not be left entirely to accidental events,

we appointed the 12th for a fecret committee, the mem-
bers ot which were immediately nominated, and were

as follow : Myfelf, Prefident ; Mr. Cruftiew, Mr. Kuz-
neczow, Mr. Baturin, Mr. Panow, Mr. Gourclinift, and
Mr. Wynbladth.

On the I 2th Sibaew and Looinow arrived from Nifnev-

Oftrogg with twelve other affociates. I dined this day

with the governor, and after dinner Madame Nilo\v»

acquainted me that fhe deligned to caufe a complete

houfe to be conftructed in wood, that it might be carried

to the fpot where I might eflabliOi the principal place

of my new colony. She affared rme, that I need not

give mjffelf any uneafniefs concerning the arrangement

of my houfehold affairs, as fhe v,'as determined to take-

A a 2 charge
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charge of the whole ; for fhe dechired her intention,

that my marriage with her davighter fliovild be celebrated

in the month of May at fartheft. This delay removed

the apprehenlions I had began to entertain. I thanked

her with all my heart for the care fhe had the goodnefs

to take of my future eftablifhment, and palTed the reft

of the day in the company of this worthy family. It

was very late before I returned home, where I found

a letter from Mr. Norin, commanding officer at Nifney,

which was brought by Sibeaw. This officer had for-

warded to me a quantity of furs, in payment for the fum

I had lent him. He felicitated me on my poiTeffion of

the favour of the governor, and my approaching mar-

riage, and concluded his letter by requefting my pro-

tedlion.

On the loth I conferred with the different perfons

appointed to form the committee of the 1 2th, and the

reft of the day was employed in attending to our arms

and ammunition.

On the nth the private meeting was held by adjourn-

ment, to appoint the order of fervice, in cafe we fhould

be obliged to aft by main force. It was fettled as fol-

lows in three divifions.

The left wing, commanded by Mr. Wynbladth.

Mr. Kuzneczow,
Stephanow,

Sibeaw,

Biclflcy,

Lopcfovv,

With thirteen aflbciates.

The
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The center, Myfelf, chief.

Mr. Panow,
Ruimin,

Meder,

Srebernicow,

Loginon,

Baturin,

With fourteen afTociates.

The right wing, commanded by Mr. Cruftiew.

Archidiacre Protopop,

The Prince Zadzkoy,

Brandorp,

Novozilow,

Lapkin,

Volkow,
With twelve alTociates.

With regard to Meffrs. Pufkarew and Voladimir, as

well as Ifmaelow and Bayarew, who had been before pro-

pofcd by Mr. Stephanow, we determined to communicate
no part of our intentions to them 'till after the expedition.

On the fame day it was determined, that all the arms

(hould be carried into our hall of meeting, where they

ihould be kept charged, and in order to conceal them
from view, an alcove fhould be eredied for that purpofe.

'On the 1 2th, at eight in the morning, the committee

met, wherein I propofed to confult refpeding an expe-

dient to procure a fuitable veflel, in which we might cffcd:

our efcape as foon as the port fliould be open by the

thawing of the ice. Mr. Wybladth propofed to embrace

the opportunity, when a veiicl fhould be on the point of

failing.
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failing, as the captain ufually gives an entertainment the

evening before^ at which a part of our fociety might in-

troduce themfelves with a quantity of poifoncd liquors,

which might be adminiftered before the clofe of the

Tiight, fo that about midnight it would be eafy to get

pofTefiion of the veffel ; after which, on a fignal being

given, the whole alTociation might go on board, and

force the crew to fet fail without the leaft oppofition.

His advice was rejected.

Mr. Gourcfinin was of opinion, that we might make our

efcape witli ©ur boats, in which we might pafs from one

of the Kurelles iflands to another, and thence to Japan,

where we might meet with Dutch veffels, and gain a paf-

fagc to Europe. His advice was not approved of. The
difficulty of navigating thefe boats in the open fea was

attended with evident danger of feparation j befides

which, in order to arrive at the eftablifliment of the

Dutch at Nangafaky, it would be necefl'ary to fail round

Japan, which was impracticable.

Mr Panow declared that he would not prefume to

make any propofal on account of his ignorance in fea

affairs, but referred intirely to me for information.

Mr. Baturin propofed to give the governor an enter-

tainment on the pretended occafion of our approaching

departure to Lopattka, to which we might invite all the

principals of the town ; and that in the middle of the

alight, we fhould fcize and keep them as hoftages until

government confented to deliver a veffel to us. This

propofition was likewife rejedcd, becaufe complicated in

the execution; for as the garrifon amounted to two hun-

dred and forty ibldiers, a number greatly fuperior to ours,

it;
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it would always be in their power to force us to fet the

perfons at liberty, whom we might have feized ; befides

which, as there were near feven hundred Coflacks in the

town, it was not probable that fo coniiderable a number
of armed men would not intereft themfelves in a quarrel

of this nature. Lailly, a diiTiculty equally infurmoun-

table arofe from the officers of the marine in the port,

who migi:ht colledt their failors bclono-ino; to nine or eleven

vefiels then in the harbour, and render our efcape im-

pofiibie.

Meffrs. Kuzneczow and Cruftiew preffed for my
opinion, which I ftated by rcprefenting to the commitee
the inccnveniencics annexed to the execution of the pro;ed:s

before propofed. I convinced them that every attempt

by main force would be impradlicable, and therefore not

to be made, unlefs called for by the prefling fituation of

events. I avowed my readinefs to facrifice my life ; but,

at the fame time, exprelTed my opinion that our affairs

were not fo defperate as that we fliould leave every thing

to chance. I informed them that my wifh was to take

advantage of the departure of the packet St. Peter and
St. Paul, which would be ready on the 15th of Mav,
and was manned by only twenty-two failors, with five or

fix paflengers. It was therefore my defire, th.it ten or

twelve of our afibciates fhould engage as failors on board

this veffel, and that Mr. Kuzneczow, being a merchant,,

might agree with the captain for his pailage, by which-

means it would be eafy to engage the captain by promifcs

and money to receive feveral bales of furs fecrctly in the

night, on pretence of evading the duties. This arrange-

ment would require the captain to lail out ot the har-

bour
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bour in the evening, when it would be eafy for us to board

the veilcl by the ailiftance of our boats, in which cafe we
fhould find ourfelves mafters of the veffel without any ef-

fufion of blood, as our number would exceed that of the

crew four to one ; after which we might fend back

the failors and officers in our boats, and continue our

voyage.

The end of our debate was, that my propofition was

unanimoufly approved, and the committee charged Mr.

Kuzncczow to feledl twelve affociates, and procure them

to be entered on board that veffel. In the evening the

whole fociety affembled, and received the agreeable news

that the meafures for carrying our enterprize into execu-

tion were abfolutcly fettled, without endangering the life

or fafety of any one. This declaration fct every mind

at eafe. After which I acquainted the foeiety that I

thought it neceffary to make a journey to Lopattka, in

order to fix the public opinion refpedting the eftablifhment

of our colony. The meeting approved my propofition,

whereupon I nominated Meffrs. Stephanow, Panow,

Wynbladth, and fix others, to accompany me.

On the 13th, I acquainted the governor, and alfo the

chancellor and the hettman, v/ith my intentions. The
governor gave direftions for fupplying me with an order,

that all the tajons, or chiefs of the villages of Kamchatka,

fliould afford me the fime affiftance as would liave been

given to himfelf. Madame Nilow promifed me provi-

fions for the journey. The reft of the day was employed

in preparing our fkdges and refreiliing the dogs.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XIX.

A JOURNEY TO LOPATTKA. SIBERIAN SORCERY. RETURN TO BOLSHA.

ON the 1 4th, at feven in the morning, I departed with

four fledges ; we ftopped at the governor's houfe

to breakfaft and take our leave. The governor's fon

and Mifs Aphanafla, accompanied us as far as Nichilova,

where we dined with the tajon, and afterwards parted.

I continued my route as far as Tfekawka, where we flept

at the houfe of the tajon. Here we found a fchaman,

who called himfelf a forcerer, and who, according to

the opinion of the natives, had dealings with the devil.

I was defirous of being a witnefs of the manners of

thefe impoftors, and therefore preffed the tajon to bring

the fchaman to me, that he might tell my fortune

:

the tajon accordingly ufed his endeavours to perfuade

him to gratify my expedations ; and a prcfent of fix

roubles fecured his compliance. Here follows an account

of the manner in which the forcerers of Kamchatka
exhibit their artifices :

He firft caufed all the women to go out of the yourtli,

after which he ftripped himfelf entirely naked, and

wafhcd his whole body with his own urine. He then

clothed himfelf in a long garment made of dogs

fkins, tanned ; upon his head he placed a capucliin

with two horns, and laftly he faftencd a drum to his

belt. Thus equipped he placed himfelf in the center

of the yourth, turned round once, cried out, kutt/y

kutuiy kiituchtay and d^ew a bottle out of his

Vol. I. B b budget,
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budget, part of the contents of which he drank. He
then threw himfelt on the ground, where he remained

motionlefs for ten or fifteen minutes. At the expiration

of this time he began to howl and cry, and loon after got

up and beat the drum with all his might, and witliout any

intcrmiflion, except at intervals to give more efficacy to his

bowlings. His motions were fo violent that he fcreamed

out v/ith all his force, and at laft, his mouth, eyes, and

all his limbs, became convulfed in a manner truly fhock-i

ing to behold. When an hour had thus pafled, during

which he made every imaginable contortion, the fehaman

fat down on the ground, and began his prophecy with a

hoarfe and feeble voice. The following is what he faid,

word for word : " Thou art come to demand thy fate ot

" my fpirit J
he will fecond thy efTorts to avenge the

" death of the fpirits of our fathers whom the RufTians

*' have cut off. It is Kutuchta who is Vv'ith thee. Thou
*' fhalt behold the blood of thine enemies, thou fhalt be

*' happy in thy voyage; but afterwards, when thou fhalt

*' fpill blood and thine own fliall flow, thou fhalt be
*' dear to the fpirits of our fathers." After thefe words,

he fell afleep, and the tajon caufed him to be carried into

a feparate yourth.

Upon my enquiry refpedling the liquor this pretended

forcerer had drank, the tajon informed me that it

was an infufion of muchomor, a kind of champignon,

which has the power of intoxicating. He allured me
that its force was fuch, that the fehaman fometimes

flept three or four days after it ; whence I concluded

that the muchomor produced eiTeds flmilar to thofe

of opium. As foon. as this curious, though by no

means
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means agreeable entertainment was over, I went to bed

and ilept comfortably.

On the 1 5th, we arrived at Kiirinka, a village compofed

of eight yourths, where we ftaid till a ftorm was over,

which every inftant threatened to bury us beneath the

fnow.

On the 1 6th, we arrived at Compak, a village fltuated

at the foot of the mountain Opala. The tajon of this

place prefented me with fcveral pieces of copper ore, and

fome pieces of lapis lazuli.

On the 17th, I flept at Ozernaia, a village fltuated on
the banks of a river of the fame name, which flows into

the lake Kurille.

On the 1 8th, we arrived at Tontina, a village of the

Kurilles ; the tajon received us cordially, and promifed

to accompany us in examining the whole country of

Lopattka ; but as we arrived very late and were greatly

fatigued, we deferred the bulinefs to a future day.

On the 19th, the tajon prefented his family to us, and
made us an oifer of his vefleis to double the cape ; for he

affured us that the eaftern part of Lopattka was more
fertile than that which he inhabited ; but as I had deter-

mined to conduft myfelf in fucli a manner as to convince

government that I really defigned to eftablifh a colony,

I. propofed to travel inland towards the lake Kiiil, and

therefore requefted the tajon to provide mc with a guide.

He offered his own fervices, and that ot his fons ; we
therctore departed at nine in the morning, and arrived

very late in the evening on the banks or the lake, after

which y/e travelled to the eaftward alonof its banks, and

B b 2 arrived
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arrived at an habitation of the Kuillcs, where we pafled

the night.

On the 2 0th, wc diredied our courfc toward the head

of a fmali river which f\lls into the lake, and is nearly

in the midway between cape Lopattka, and the lake

itfelf. Here we had the good fortune to find a very

agreeable plain ; but as it was ftill covered with fnow, I

could not form any judgment refpedling the foil. For

this reafon I contented myfelf with eredting feveral pi-

quets, to denote the lituation of the future town, and
then I drew a plan of the place, with the intention of

more effedlually fecuring the good opinion of the gover-

nor and other principal inhabitants. From this place we
departed diredly for Tontina, where we arrived in the

evening.

On the morning of the 21 ft, after a fhort repofe, I

requefted the tajon to furnifli me with two Baydara, in

which, with a gentle breeze at north-weft, I failed round the

cape in a very fhort time. The ifland Schoumtfkoy being

in fight, I determined to land on its north-weft fide,

where I pafTed the night, becaufe there was no wind, and
I did not wifh to fatigue the rowers.

On the 2 2d, I fiiled to the iftand Poromufir ; andas"

the wind began to draw round to the eaftward, I deter-

mined to pafs over to the iftand Anfigonone, commonly-

called Alaide. Wc quitted Poromuftr at ten in the

morning, and arrived at Alaide at three quarters after

three, where we ftept upon the fnow, having no other

bed than our bear's fkins.

On the 23d, the beauty of the weather, with the v/ind

in the fouth-weft quarter, tempted me to return to Bolflia

by
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by Tea ; but as I had left my fledges and equipage with

the tajon of Tontina, I refolved to fend Mr. Panow
thither in one of the boats, that he might return with

our equipage to Bolfha. After his departure I fet fail at

eleven in the morning, and failed north -eaft a quarter

north, with a ftrong breeze, under which we made great

way. About five in the evening we arrived at the en-

trance of Lopattka, where we got in with much diffi-

culty, as we had the misfortune to run aground on the

bar.

On the 24th, at four in the morning, we departed

from Lopattka and fai'led along fhore until we arrived

at the port of Bolfha at three in the afternoon, and came
to an anchor at Tchekawka, a bay at the entrance of the

port 'y for the river being frozen, we could not proceed

further by water. Hence I fent to the tajon for fledges,

and after making fome prefents to the Kurelles of Ton-
tina, I departed for Boliherezk, at which place I arrived

on the 25th, at three in the morning.

My return furprized Mr. Cruftiew, who informed me,,

that the governor's lady had fent orders to the tajon of

Niichilow, to inform her of my arrival, as llie had deter-

mined to make a party of pleafure to meet me. But the

news which gave me the greateft fatistaclion was,, that

every thing was quiet, and no one any longer doubted

the reality of our projeft. I then laid down to reft ; but

as I intended to furprize the governor, by appearing before,

him and prefenting ray plan, 1 gave orders to awake me
at fix in the morning, v/hen I got up and fketched our
my plan, with the fituations of our gardens, which, oni

the wltole, made a very pretty appearance. I finifhed my>

work:
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work at ten o'clock, and immediately waited upon the

governor. The ferjeant of the guard knew me at a dif-

tance, and carried the news to the governor and his whole

family, whom I found on the draw-bridge. I was greatly

afTeded at the manner in which they received me. The
eovernor took me with him into his clofet, and heard the

account of my excurfion ; but upon the light of my plan it

was impoflible to conceal his joy. He obferved that the

cnterprize was really one of the moft happy thoughts in

the world, and faid he had not the leaft doubt but her

Imperial Majefty would give marks of her fatisfaction on

receiving the plan, together w^ith his reprefentation of the

collateral circnmllanccs. Full of this projeft, he fent

for the chancellor and the hettman, to communicate his

ideas to them ; while in the mean time he fent me to give

an account of my abfence to his dear Aphanafia. This

beautiful and lovely young lady received me with thofe

tranfports which the candour and openncfs of her dif-

pofition did not permit her to conceal, and her refpecS'-

able rhother bore a lliare in her joy.

I was detained to dinner, and, during my ftay, had no
Icifure to refledt on the agitation of my mind. I'he

different queftions of the governor, the chancellor,

and the hettman, which required proper anfwers, af-

forded fufiicient employment for my whole attention.

But as foon as dinner v/as over I retired, on pretence

of taking fome repofe, but was very far from being ca-'

]">ablc. For, on my return home, I could no longer

iupport the anxiety which poileffcd my mind, and forced

me to attend to an infinity of refle»flions that prefented

thcmfelvcs. Every day brought the moment of the exe-

'

cution

#
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cation of my enterprize nearer. Gratitude, and the at-

tachment I had formed to the governor's family, feemed.

to reproach me ; for I clearly faw that my departure

would be artended with the ruin of him, and all his fa-

mily, becaufe the court would attribute to him alone the

crime of granting me the means of making my efcape.

Tiiefe reflections were ftili further aggravated by the con-

iideration that our enterprize, though well planne4>

might fail, and, in that cafe, no other expedient would
remain than to attack and gun poffeflion of the fort by
furprize ; an expedient v/hich could not be carried into

execution without riiking the blood of thofe who had fo

greatly interefted themfelves in my welfare. It was-

evident that the governor, who had given me his con-

fidence, and had honoured me with his friendfhip, was

intitled to my mofl: grateful returns •, but, on the other

hand, as the chief of a party, I fliould become perjured,

and unworthy to live if I fhould endanger or abandon the

interefts of the fociety.

Such were my reflexions, which I communicated to

Mr. Cruftiew, a man of underftanding and a flncere

friend After he had heard me, he embraced me,

and afTured me that, from the knowledge of my cha-

racter, he had always been apprehenfive of this crifis

;

that he was infinitely obliged to me for the confidence I

had placed in him, and would fpeak his fentiments with

freedom. He admitted, that the court v/ouid impute my
efcape to the governor, if inform.ation fhould be given

rcfpeding the advantages he had aftorded me ; but that the

chancellor and the hettman, being likewife concerned, there

could be no doubt but they would draw up their report

ill

'U
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in fuch a manner that the court {hould know nothing of

what the governor had done in my favour. For this

reafon, he obferved, that I might difmifs my apprchen-

lions ; more efpecialiy as my obligations to the gov^ernor

could not be put in competition with my duty to the

focicty. Such, he faid, was his opinion with refpc6t to

our future efcape ; but in cafe we fhould be obliged to

a6l by open force, one or the other event muft happen,

either that we fhould all be put to the fword, or fhould

become m.afters of the country. In which lafl: cafe, it

would be in my power to carry the governor with me by

force, who, no doubt, would embrace this determination

with pleafure, with a view of efcaping from punifhment

;

and that, on our arrival in Europe, I fhould lind means
to fhew my gratitude to him and his whole family.

Thefe reafons, weak as they were, ferved to quiet my
mind, and I perceived, that when the mind ealily

gives way to defpair, it is as eafily comforted. They
who may read the prcfent pallage ought to beware of

deciding either on my weaknefs or my fortitude. When
Mr. Cruftiew obferved that my anxiety was removed, he
propofed to aflemble a committee, which I appointed to

to be held at eleven that evenino;.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XX.

A DANGEROUS DISTURBANCE AMONG THE EXILES. ITS CONSEQUENCE.

THE principal aflbciates met, and Mr. Kuzneczow
informed me, that he had fucceeded in placing ten

hunters and two natives of Kamchatka, on whom he

could rely, among the crew of the packet St. Peter and
St. Paul, and that he had likewife agreed with the cap-

tain for his pafTage to Ochoczk, as well as refpc6ling

the embarking and private conveyance of his merchan-

dizes. This account of the advanced ftate of our affairs

gave me the greateft fatisfadlion.

On the 26th in the morning, I received an invitation

for myfelf and friends h-om Madame Nilow, to attend her

on an excurlion in our fledges. We therefore waited on
the governor, and fct out with him and his family, ac-

companied by the chancellor and the hettman. At the

diftance ot two leagues from the banks of the Bolfha,

near its entrance, we flopped and examined feme houfes,

newly and very neatly built in wood. After this infpec-

tion, the governefs informed me, that they were deilgned

for me and her daughter, obferving, at the fame time,

that fhe thought it became her, as a mother, to give us

houfes and furniture, as her hufoand had given us land.

The governor, v/ho was 'till this inftant unacquainted

with his lady's undertaking, highly approved it, and
ordered the chancellor to direct workmen to iinilli

the building. Mr. Stenlianow, who was prefent, and

Vol. I. C c heard
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heard all that pafled, could not avoid obferving to Mr.

Criiftiew, that Jie favv very clearly that I deceiv^ed him,

and fliould deceive the whole fociety, after which words

he -yvcnt ofF with his fledge. Mr. Cruftiew concealed

this difcourfe from me, and only faid, that he was obliged

to go j immediately after which, he left us : fo that I

remained alone with Mr. Batiirin, with whom I waited

upon the governor home, and dined with his family.

After dinner, Mr. Sibeaw reqiiefted to fpeak with me,

and informed mc that it was abfolutely neceffary I lliould

go home, as Mr. Stephanow had produced a dangerous

riot. I fent him back with the affurance that I would
come without delay ; but as it was necefiary that I fhould

give fome reafbn to the governor for my hafty departure,

I told him in public, that I was informed Mr. Stephanow
had again fallen into a ftate of phrenzy, which required

my airiflancc. Mifs Aphanafia faid openly, that fhe

knew his diforder, and was convinced it was not at all

dangerous. It was to no purpofe that I made figns to

her to defift, as fhe took no notice, but dire(5ling her-

felf to me ; You are going, faid flie, to interefl: your-

felf in favour of an unhappy wretch, who wifhes to de-

prive you of life ; upon which fhe burft into tears. Thefe
words excited the governor's curiofity, who demanded an

explanation ; whereupon I gave him an undifguifed ac-

count of my adventure and combat with Stephanow, not

omitting to obferve, that his enmity arofe from his paf-

iion for Mifs Aphanafia. Upon this information, the

governor dcfired me to let him fend him to prifon, where
he would contrive to render him a little wifer. I infifted,

however, upon its being left in my power to imprifon

hmi
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Iiiin at home, and, at the fame time, reprefented the

necelTity of this a^ of authority for maintaining fub-

ordination among thofe who were deftined to form the

new colony. He therefore determined to grant me this

right, and the chancellor added, that it was very proper

that I fhoiild be permitted to exert my authority. Seeing

the governor in this difpofition, I requefted the conceffion,^

of this power in writing, and accordingly the chancellor

drew up an inftrument, which the governor immediately

iigned.

Thefe tranfaftions prevented me from returnirlg home'

as foon as I fhould otherwile have done. Upon my ar-

rival, I found more than fifty foldiers or cofiacks round

our habitations, difputing with my companions. I was

immediately informed that Mr. Stephanow, after a difpute

with Mr, Cruftiev/, had called a foldier, who was in fight,-

and told him to run for afiiftance, for that otherwife I

fhould put him to death, and that he had fecrets to

reveal to the chancery. The foldier had collected others,

and feverai coflacks came to the afilftance of Stepha-'

now, who was already fliut up by our companions. The
foldiers infilled that he fiiould be fet at liberty, and at

laft attempted to force their way into our habitations, fo

that our companions were obliged to take arms to check

their impetuofity. Upon this I enquired if any of the

foldiers could read writing, and a corporal anfwered in

the affirmative. I made this man read the conceffion

of right, figned by the governor and the chancellor ; after

which he begged my pardon, and intreated that I would

not inform the governor of what had pafled. I promifed

him I would not, and thus the difturbance ended.

C c 2 As
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As foon as I came within doois, Mr. Crufticw informed

me that he had luckily ioUowed Mr..Stcphanow, from a

convidlion that he was going to create fome difturbancc ;

but that as he did not overtake him till his arrival at

his houfc, he took Meffrs. Kuzneczow and Gom-ciinin to

accompany him. They all three entered Mr. Stcpha-

now's houfe, whom they found bufy writing. At light

of them he flew out into exclamations and threatenings

too dangerous to be heard by ftrangers, and ended by

declaring to them, that he would immediately go and

difcover the whole plot.

Thefe circumftances evidently fliewed how much this

madman was to be feared. They attempted to feize him,

but he proved ftrong enough to overthrow Mr. Cruftiew

and Mr. Gourcfmin, and, in fpite of the efforts of

Mr. Baturin, who held him faft, he had got out of the

door, and excited the foldiers to aflemble, in order to

deliver him ; for he told them, that the other exiles in-

tended to poifon him, and that he had fecrets of treafon

to declare at the chancery. Mr. Cruftiew proceeded to

obferve, that while the foldier ran to the town, they

bound and gagged Stephanow, whom they fhut up under

guard; but a multitude being afterwards got together, and

demanding the liberty of Stephanow, they faw thcmfelves

necellitated to take arms, while Sibeaw ftood over the

prifoner, with orders to put him to death, at the £rft

report of any fire arms.

This relation put me in fear for the life of the unhappy
wretch, for which reafon I made hafte to change the orders

of Sibtaw ; after which, fearing that the reports might reach

the governor, I fent Mr. Cruftiew, with inftrudions to

inform
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inform him of what had paffed, and then I gave orders

to aficmble the whole fociety.

We only waited the return of Mr. Cruftiew to begin

our proceedings, who at laft arrived, and brought the

good news, that the governor left me entirely mafter of

the prifoner and his punifhment ; but that with regard

to the aflembling ot the foldiers and coiTacks, he would
give orders that no perfon in future fliould dare to ap-

proach our quarters with the intention of committing

violence, under pain of fifty ftrokes ol the knout, and

condemnation to the public works for three months.

This agreeable mefiage was delivered to me by Mr.

Cruftiew in the full meeting, and as foon as he had taken

his feat, I demanded their advice how to ad: with regard to

Stephanow. The greater part were for putting him to

death, as a man capable of exceffes which, fooner or later,

would endanger the fociety ; and infifted that it was better

to fave the lives of fifty-feven perfons by facrificing one

fingle perfon, efpecially one who was a criminal. I could

not, however, confent to this refolution, on account

of my attachment for Mr. Panow, who was related to

the prifoner, and was not then prefent. I therefore ufed

every perfuafion to induce them to defer the execution till

his return ; but the company appeared very unquiet, and

preffcd me to pafs judgment upon him. I fuccceded at

laft in calming their apprehenfions by a ftratagem. I

propofed that Stephanow Ihould be brought beiore us,

be reproached by the whole company, and that fcntence

of death fhould afterwards be pafied on him; but inftead

of arfenic and corrofive fublimate, I would only give him
an emetic, the effecls of which would lead him to

believe
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believe his death near at hand. I affured the meeting

that I was con\inccd that this crifis would produce his re-

formation, and that the inftant would decide his fate, and

convince him that life or death would depend on his

repentance or perfeverance in his criminal deiigns.

My propofal had its effed: on the company. I there-

fore lent four armed all'ociates for the prifoner, and in the

mean while the dofe of emetic was made up, confifting

of three grains. On his arrival he appeared before us

with fome firnmefs, but at the fight of the goblet on

the table, he turned pale. Before any queffion was pro-

pofed to him the order of the governor was read, and as

he knew his hand-writing it was fbewn to him, that he

might believe the evidence. After this' preliminary, I

reprefented to him that his firfl mifcondud: indicated

nothing more than malevolence againfl my perfon, and

that therefore he had been pardoned ; but the prefent

cafe being of fuch a nature as to endanger the whole
fociety, it was not in my power to change the laws of

the conflitution, and confequently that I mufl deliver

him to their judgment. Mr. Cruftiew then difplayed

all his rhetoric to reprefent to this unhappy wretch his

crimes, and his blindnefs to his own individual intereft.

His difcourfe threw the miferable Stephanow into tears,

who confefied himfelf to be worthy of the greateft pu-
nifhment. After this, each of the company beftowed

fome words of deteftation on him, and as this ceremony

lafted for fome time, poor Stepfianow fainted, and fell

on the ground. By the application of fpirit of fal am-
moniac and vinegar, he was brought to himfelf. During
the time of his infenfibility, Mr. Crufliew drew out the

fentence,
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fentence, to which he liftened with the greateft anguifh,

but at the lafi: words, which were, " for thefe caufes the

Taid Stcphanow is condemned to drink the liquor con-

tained in the bawl, in order that death may enfue,"

he fainted away a fecond time. Upon his recovery he

afked to fpeak with me, which being granted, he

intreated me to pardon his faults, and to deliver him,

if poflible, from this fatal judgment, promifing that

his life and blood fliould be employed in my fervice.

He then openly declared, that this misfortune was, no

doubt, a puni£hment from the hand of God, whom he

had offended by attempting to contraft a marriage, though

he was already married to a wife then living in Ruffia.

He proceeded to declare, that from that moment he abjured

the madnefs of love, which had led him to the lofs of

his life in fo difgraceful a manner. At length this un-

happy man^ being urged to drink the liquor, implored

the grace and compaffion of the company, but in vain,

for they periifled in the execution of his judgment-

Being thus convinced of the iirmnefs of their refolution,

he at laft took the cup in his hand, but upon bringing it to

his mouth, his courage again failed him, and he fell

back into the arms of Sibeaw and Baturin, who held the

cup. Oh his recovery he wept bitterly, and again in-

treated the company to pardon him. The peculiar ftate

in which I beheld him, moved me to compafTion ; and

as there was reafon to fear that the drink, though {imply

an emetic, might deprive him of life through apprc-

henfion, I interpofed to obtain his pardon, which was
granted, on condition that he ihould be kept a prifoner

until our departure. He confentcd to this ; bur, as he

was^
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was too much exhauftcd, the company did not prefs him
to fign his fubmiliion. He had fcarcely ftrength enough

to thank me in a tew words for my protedion before he

fainted again. I caufed him to be taken to Mr. Cruftiew,

where he was bled by Mr. Meder ; but this precaution

did not prefervc him from a violent illnefs, which feized

him and kept him in his bed till the time of our depar-

ture. This incident having employed us almoft the

whole night, the meeting broke up a little before day.

On the 27th I awoke very late, and was, by that

means, prevented from waiting upon the governor in the

morning, as I had promifed. Mifs Aphanafia came to

fee me, and reproached me for my neglecl. She break-

faded with me and Mr. Cruftiew ; after which fhe re-

turned, happy in the information that I had nothing

more to fear from Mr. Stephanow.

About noon, Mr. Panow came to me. This worthy

aflbciate having been informed of the intereft I had taken

in the fafety of his relation, fell on my neck, and

thanked me for my indulgence. He afterwards told me,

that he knew that Stephanow had meditated the carrying

oft the governor's daughter, and had for that purpofe,

conne6led himfelf with Ifmailow and Bofcarew, with fix

others, who were determined to quit Kamchatka, but

that he had defered adviftng me of the plot, becaufe

Ifmailow and Bofcarew had aiTured him, that they would
not take any ftep without informing him of it. Mr. Panow
recommended thefe two men to me, as likely to be fer-

viceablc on board, on account of their knowledge in fea

affairs.

After
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After dinner I went to Stephanow with Mr. Panow,

This unhappy man related to him his laft adventure, in

which he did not fpare every expreflion fuitable to the

enormity of his crime. It was with fome fatisfadion that

I was convinced of the fincerity of his repentance. Mr.

Panow did not fail to exprefs a due fenfe of his condu6l,

and advifed him to fhew his gratitude to me in future.

We foon retired, as we were not defirous of increaflng

his confufion ; after which we returned to my houfe

we where Ipent the evening very agreeably.

CHAP. XXI.

THE COUNT NEGOCFATES WITH THE CAPTAIN OF A VESSEL. PRE-

PARATIONS FOR THE APPROACHING CRISIS.

ON the morning of the 28 th, Mr. Kuzneczow re-

quefted to fpeak with me in fecret, for which pur-

pofe I begged MeiTrs. Cruftiew, Panow, and others, who
were prefent, to retire. He then informed me, that

Mr. Cfurin, commander of the Corvette St. Peter and
St. Paul, had acquainted him, that he was unwilling to

return to Ochoczk, becaufe of his debts, and for fear of
the confequences of a procefs then againft him in the Ad-
miralty court, the iilue of which, if it fliould turn

againft him, might condemn him to the mines. He
would not, therefore, confcnt to make the voyage but on
condition that Mr. Kuzneczow would find fecurity to the

Vol. I. D d amount
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amount of three thoufand roubles, and would promife to

obtain leave of the Admiralty that he might take the

command of a merchant vcfTel. Mr. Kuzncczow ob-

ferved that this overture had entirely difconcerted his

projed, as he could not depend on the compliance of

another captain, in cafe Mr. Cfurin fliould give up the

command. This account at firft alarmed me, but, upon
ferious reflexion on the fituation of Mr. Cfurin, I per-

ceived fome reafon to hope that it would forward the

projed; of gaining him over to my interefts. I immediately

communicated my ideas to Mr. Kuzncczow, who thought

them very well founded ; but he objefted that Cfurin

was fo ftrongly. attached to a girl at Kamchatka, that he

never would confcnt to go without her: I removed

this laft difficulty, by obferving that he might carry the

girl with him, to which Mr. Kuzneczow could make no
objeftion.

As it was my wifh to become acquainted with the fen-

timents of Mr. Cfurin by pcrfonal converfation, I directed

Mr. Kuzneczow to bring him to me, and to promife, in ge-

neral terms, that he would do every thing that might be

neceflary to render him the fervices he required. When
Mr. Kuzneczow was gone, I rejoined Mr Cruftiew, who
was in company with feveral of our aflbciates. I freely

told them what I had heard, and the refolution I had

adopted ; but I found them ftrongly pcrfuaded that I

fhould not fucceed in the attempt.

After dinner, Mr. Kuzneczow arrived, and informed mc
of the approaching vifit of Mr. Cfurin ; I therefore went
home and had juft time to order tea before he came. He
made a thoufand excufes on his arrival for the liberty he

'had
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had taken of waiting on me, and requefted to know if I

had any commiflions for Ochoczk, as he, being the com-
mander of the St. Peter and St. Paul, would gladly take

charge of them, and I might depend on his diligence.

On this offer I replied, that as it was my intention to

import fome provifions and other articles for theufe of my
colony, I would avail myf:lf of his kind offer to put a

couple of thoufand piafires, into his hands, that he

might convert them into fucli articles of merchandize as

I fhould direct. To this I added, that if it was in my
power to render him any fervices he need only fpeak, as I

knew the gentlemen of the fea were obliged to engage in

certain indirect bufinefs to enable them to fupport the

charges which were neceffary to maintain their fituation

with credit. I hoped therefore that he would not be

ofTended at the offer of a fum for that purpofe.

The open and undefigning manner in which I made
this offer, appeared to affe6t him, and his manner con-

vinced me that I fliould have no difficulty in fettling my
bufinefs with him. Our difcourfe was interrupted by the

appearance of tea, but we refumed it as foon as the table

was cleared. He began by informing me of the fubjecl of

the procefs he had at the Admiralty, the caufe of which
vi^as as follows.

Captain Lewafcheff had commenced a procefs againft

Mr. Cfurin, for exciting a mutiny among the crew of the

fhip St. Ecatherina, in the expedition of the year 1769.
Several failors depofed that Mr. Cfurin was the caufe of the

overfctting of the boat in the middle of the river Bolflia,

in which captain Kreniczin then was ; and, as the captain

was drowned by this accident, the procefs had been in-

D d 2 flituted
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ftituted criminally againft Cfurin. His explanation of

the affair afforded ample matter to enable me to convince

him that he would certainly be condemned. My rea-

fons appeared to be fo well founded, that he declared

he would pretend illuefs, in order to avoid commanding
the vcffel. This deciiion reduced me to the neceflity of

forcing his fecond retrenchment, which I did, by repre-

fenting that his delaying his departure would not fave him

;

becaufc, doubtlefs, when the council faw that he was de-

termined not to return, they would require the governor of

Kamchatka to fend him under guard, fo that by this ma-
noeuvre, he would gain only a tew months delay ; after

which the confulion of his affairs would be flill greater

than before. He admitted the truth of this remark, and

entreated me to fend him to my new colony, or, at leaft,

to favour his procuring a paffage to the Aleuthes iflands,

where he would finilh the reft of his unfortunate life.

As he faid thefe laft words he burft into tears, and faid,

that he could give up his life and fortune without regret,

but that his affedion for a young pcrfon with whom he

lived, was fuch, that he could not bear the thoughts of

Laving her.

After this confeffion, he begged me to have pity on
his Situation, and grant him my protedion and advice,

I promifed to refledl ferioufly on his affairs, but obferved,

that it would require fome time to confidcr maturely

what was beft to be done. I gave him my word, how-
ever, that I would clear him of his embarraffment ; but

at the fame time, as a previous condition, I infifted

that he fhould not mention his lituation to any one,

nor think of quitting the comniand of the veffel. He
fwore
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Iwore that he would comply with my diredions, and
thus we parted. But as I thought it neceffary to intercft

his mind by fome immediate advantages, I called him
back, to put a bag of five hundred roubles into his hands,

with the compliment, that I begged him to accept of

this advance to purchafe a prefent for his lady. He
refufed at firft, but I forced him to accept the prefent

by declaring, that, if he perfifted in his refufal, 1 fhould

not believe he was really attached to my interefts. He
therefore accepted my prefent, and I was delighted at

having made fo good a bargain.

On my return to Mr. Cruftiew, I informed the fociety

of the good difpofition of my client, and they were not

a little afloniflied at the rapidi.ty of my proceedings. In

confequence of which, they determined no more to op-

pofe my decifions in future, but wait, with patience and
calmnefs, for the refult. I aflured them of my readinefs

to perform my part, and promifed to negledl nothing to

fecure the fuccefs of my plan with the moft fcrupulous

attention. I obferved, that by this management, fteadily

adhered to, the moment of execution would be naturally

eafy, provided we were not forced to precipitate our

meafures, in confequence|gof treachery from our own
aflbciates, or a difcovery on the part of government.

This lafl reflexion induced Mr. Panow to requeft that

I would at leaft communicate to the fociety the plan I

fhould adopt, in cafe we fhould be difcovered or attacked

when we leaft expeded it. To this pofitiv^e queftion I

thought proper to anfwer, that my refolution would
depend on circumffcances, and the meafures taken by
Government j fo that it was impoffible, at this moment,

to
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to fix my determination. But in the mean time I

exhorted the fociety not to be alarmed at the crifis,

which might furprize us, but to confirm themfelves in

the refolution of dying with courage. I likewife added,

that to prevent any furprize, I had fecured means of re-

ceiving pofitive advice refped:ing every ftcp which Govern-

ment might take againft me ; and that, provided we could

have one night before-hand, I would anfwer for the

pofTefiion of the tort and garrifon ; after which I was

convinced the town could not hold out, becaufe it flood

expofed in every part to the cannon of the fortrcfs.

This anfwer fitisfied Mr. Panow ; but it gave rife

to a longer conference, wherein every one fpoke his

thoughts, and the whole fociety unanimoufly repeated

their profefiions of ftridt obedience at the critical

moment.
I left the company, and proceeded to pafs the evening

at the governor's houfe, where I was received like one of

the family; and, after pafiing the evening very agreeably,

I returned home about midnight.

On 29th I was bufied with Mr. Meder, in making
three petards, to be ufed in cafe circumftances fhould

require the gates of the fort4|fs or the chancery to be

forced open. ^ During this work I refleded on the bufinefs

of Mr. Cfurin, and digefted my plan ; for v/hich reafon I

fent to defire to fee him in the evening. Before dinner 1

vifited Mr. Stephanow, whofe fever had increafed the

preceding day. I found him tolerably eafy. He made
many apologies for his attempts againft my perfon, and
appeared to repent fincereiy of what he had done.

I therefore endeavoured to raife his fpirits, by afiuring

him,
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him, that it would always be in his power to preferve my
efteem and friendship, as long as he avoided a repetition of

his offences. His reply conlifted of reiterated proftffions

of amendment in his future condud:, which confirmed

the good opinion I had formed of him.

After dinner I returned home, where I waited the ar-

rival of Mr. Cfurin, who came at five o'clock. He began

the converfation with promifcs and alTurances of his devo-

tion to my fervice, and concluded, by requefting to know
what I had fettled refpedmg him ; t ) which I anfwered,

1 . That I required him to retain the command of the

packet, and to conform exactly to the arrangement he had

made with Mr. Kuzneczow.
2. That at his departure I would let him know what

he had to do, but that at prefent I fhould only inform

him that Mr. Kuzneczow would mange matters fo, that

the fecond day after his departure the Ship fhould fpring

a leak, which would afford a fufficient reafon for coming

to an anchor, which he might do at Lopattka. In the

mean time I promiled to obtain the Governor's per-

miffion ihat he might be permitted to eftabliih himfelf

among us. 1 obferved that this appeared to me to be

the only honorable method of avoiding the voyage to

Ochoczk ; and further, with regard to his eftablifliment

and future marriage with the young lady in queftion, I

promifed him two thoufand roubles, and the place of

captain of the military.

My propofal pleafed him, and he bound himfclt, by oath,

to conform ftrictly to every particular. He even offered

to fign an engagment to that effed:, which he confirmed

by oath, This affair being iiniihcd, I difmiffed him, and

haftened
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haftened to call a committee, to communicate the news

of my fuccefs ; and as I thought it very neceffary not to

lofe fight of Mr. Cfurin, I charged Mr. Kuzneczow to

conned himfelf with him, and not to leave his company.

CHAP. XXII.

PREPARATIONS FOR DEPARTURE. MISS APHANASIA DISCOVERS THE
INTENTION OF THE EXILES.

ON the 30th Mr. Cruftiew and Mr. Panow, at the

head of twenty-five of our affociates, were depu-

ted to wait on the governor, with a requeft that he would

pleafe to receive the title of Protedlor of the new colony.

They were likewife charged to wait on the chancellor

and the hettman, with a fimilar requeft, that they

would accept other titles relative to the colony ; and, in

the laft place, they were to prefent a memorial to the

magiftratcs of the town, to requeft their aftiftance and

fupport in favour of the new colony, which was to

bear the name of Nilovaga, in honour of the governor.

They performed their commifTion, and returned with

the news, that they had met with an agreeable reception

from all the gentlemen on whom they had been dired:ed

to wait.

On the 3 1 ft I received a meffage from the magiftrates

of the town, informing me, that they had favourably

received my memorial, and that, in confequence of the

utility
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utility and fervices which the capital expc^bed from our

iiiduftry and attachment, they had fent us an aggregation

to the rights of citizens of Bolfharezk for all the children

which fliould be born in the new colony. After f had

made the meffenger a prefent, I communicated our good
fortune to the company, which was greatly amufcd at

this comedy of my compoHng.
April the ift. As I knew that the vefTels employed

between Ochoczk and Kamchatka ufually took no larger

ftock oi water than ten or twelve butts, I ordered Mr.

Solmanow to purchafe twenty or twenty-five butts, and

carry them to Cfckawka, after getting them put in order,

under pretence of applying them to the manufa6ture of

fait from fea water. About ten o'clock this day I re-

ceived a meflage from Mifs Nilow, that flie would call

on me in the afternoon, requefting at the fame time

that I would be alone, becaufe flie had affairs of im-

portance to communicate. As I fuppofed the latter

part of this meflage to be mere pleafantry, I was far from

expe(fling any extraordinary information ; and my furprize

at the event was much greater, as 1 had not the leaft

reafon to fuppofe (lie had made any difcovery of my in-

tentions. Mifs Nilovv^ arrived at three in the afternoon

;

her agitation on her firfl; appearance convinced me that

fhe was excedingly afHid:ed. At light of me flie paufed

a moment, and foon after burft into tears, and threw

herfelf into my arms, crying out, that flie was unfor-

tunate and forfaken. Her fighs and tears were fo extreme

that it w^as more than a quarter of an hour before I could

obtain a conncded fentence. I was extremely ailed-ed at

her fituation, and ufed every expedient to calm her mind,

Vol. I. E e but
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but this was extremely difficult, becaufe I was entirely

ignorant of the reafon of her afflidion.

As foon as {he became a little compofed, £he begged

me to fliut the door, that no one might interrupt us. I

came back, and on my knees entreated her to explain the

caufc of her prefent fituation, which fhe did to the fol-

lowing effe^l:

:

She informed me that her maid had difcovered to her,

that a certain perfon, named Ivan Kudrin, one of my
affociates, had propofed to her to fhare his fortune, and

that this indifcreet perfon had afTured the girl, that he

was about to quit Kamchatka with me, to make a

voyage to Europe, where he hoped to place her in an

agreeable iituation. The maid had iirft related the cir-

cumftance to her miftrefs, but, as fhe could never believe

me capable of fuch bafe and treacherous behaviour to her,

£he was delirous of hearing the account herfelf, and had, tor

that purpofe, perfuaded the fervant to appoint a meeting

with Kudrin, in order to qneftion him more amply,

while fhe herfelf might hear the whole, by being con-

cealed behind a curtain. In this manner, fhe faid, fhe be-

came convinced of her unhappinefs and my treachery, and

that fhe would have fpared me the confufion of hearing

this, if, from a convi6tion that fhe could not live after

fuch an aflVont, fhe had not been defirous of bidding me
a lafl: farewell.

On finifhing thefe words fhe fainted ; and tho' I was ex-

ceedingly alarmed and diflrefTed on the occafion, yet I

did not {ail to arrange a plan in my mind, during the in-

terval of her infenfibility. When this amiable young lady

recovered, flie afked if (he might give credit to what fhe

had heard. I thcii threw myfclf at her feet, and intreated her

to
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to hear me calmly, and judge whether I was to blame or

not. She promifed fhe would and I addreffed her in the

following terms,

" You may recoiled:, my dear friend, the account I gave

you of my birth, and the rank I held in Europe : I re-

member the tears you fhed on that occafion. The mif-

fortune of being exiled to Kamchatka, would long fince

have compelled me to deliver myfelf from tyranny, by

death, if your acquaintance and attachment had not pre-

ferved me. I have lived tor you, and if you could read

my heart, I am fure I fhould have your Pity ; lor the

polTeflion of your perfon is become as neceifary to my
exiftence as liberty itfelf. The liberty I fpeak oi", is not

that which your worthy father has given me, but implies

the poffeflion of my eftate and rank. I have hoped for

the pofleflion of your perfon, with a view of rendering

you happy, in the participation of my fortune and dig-

nity. Thefe views cannot be accomplifhed at Kam-
chatka. What rank can I bcftow on my love but that of

an exile ? The favours of your worthy father may be of

the ihorteft duration. His fuccefibr may foon recall liis

ordinances, and plunge me again into that ftate of fui-

fering and contempt, from which I was delivered for a

fhort moment. Reprefent to yourfelf, my deareft friend,

the afili6lion and dcfpair that would overwhelm my foul,

when I beheld you a fharer in my pain and dilgrace ; for

you well know, thai" all the Ruffians efteem the exiles as

dilhonourcd pcrfons. You have forced me to this declara-

lion of my intentions, in v/hich I have been guided by the

attachment and Imcerity of my heart. I deferred the com-

munication to you, but I fwcar that fuch was my rcfo-

lution.—Why then, interri:ptcd Ihc, did yciu conceal

E ': 2 vour
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your intention from me, who am ready to follow you to

the fartheft limits of the liniverfe ?—This affurance en-

couraged me to proceed, and engage this charming young
lady in my intcrcfts. I told her, therefore, that I was pre-

vented only by the fear left fhe fhould refufe my propofals,

on account of her attachment to her parents ; but that, as I

now had nothing to fear in that rcfpedt, 1 could inform

her, that my intention being to leave Kamchatka, I had

determined to carry her off; and in order to convince

her, I was ready to call Mr. Crufticw,. who would con-

firm the truth. On this affurance fhe embraced mc, and
intreated me to forgive her want of confidence, at the

fame time that fhe declared her rcadinefs to accompanv
me.

This deo;ree of confidential intercourfe beino; eftablifhed^

I perfuaded her to difmifs every fear from her mind..

Many vvxre the trials I made of her refolution, and the

event convinced me, that fhe was perfedly determined to

follov/ my fortunes. The fecrct being thus fecure, by

her promife to keep it inviolably, 1 had no other uneafinef's

remaining but what arofe from the communication
having been made to her fervant. I mentioned my
fears to Mifs Nilow, who removed them, by afl'uring me
that her fervant was too much attached to her to betray

her fecret; and had, bcfides, an affedion for Kudrin,.

fo that fhe could anfv/er for her difcretion. Thus ag;ree-^

ably endsd our converfarion, though the commencement
was rather tragical ; and I received the vov/s of attachment,

and fidelity from an artlefs and innocent mind.
Mifs Nilov/ did not depart till about fix o'clock. I im-

mediately fcnt for Kudrin, whom I reproached for his mif-

condu(£i:
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condud; and iiidifcretion, by explaining tlie great danger

to which he had expofed the whole fociety. I promiied

at the fame time not to divulge his fault to the fociety;

but infifled that he fhould in future avoid all farther

explanation of the ftate of our affairs to the young woman.
I likewife promifed, in order to calm his uneadnefs, that I

would contrive matters fo that he fhould take her with

him. This poor wretch, on my firft accufation, was

feized with the moft terrifying apprehenffons, and fell

to the ground at my feet, crying out for mercy, as he

fuppofed I fliould deliver him up to the judgment of the

fociety, from whom he had nothing to exped; but death.

But, on my conclufion, he arofe, kiifed my hand, and
fwore eternal fidelity. For my part, I was very v/ell fitisfied

to have extricated myfelf out of fuch a difagrecable embar-
raffment, by fettling affairs on fo good a footing.

After the departure of Kudrin, I Vv^ent to Mr. Cruftiew,

who, being apprized in the morning, of Mifs Nilow's

intended vifit, and feeing me come out fo late, thought

proper to rally me up upon tlie occafion. But his hilarity

foon gave place to aftonifhment, when he heard what had
pafled. He was perfuaded, he faid, that I muff have

been born under a happy influence, and that nothing,

could fail us under fuch aufpices. I laughed at his

enthufiafm, though I was truly fennble of that good-

fortune which had removed, fo many unpleafant in-

cidents .

On the 2d Madame Nilow invited me to breakfaft, and

took me apart to enquire what I had clone to her

daughter, who ufed to be exceedingly in fpirits at hcr

return home,, but had, ffnce yeffcrday evening,, becrt

continually
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continually in tears. It was difficult to anfwer this home
queftion; to which I could at firft make no better

reply than by faying, that Mifs Nilow had imparted

a fecret to me, tliat related to herfelf alone, and was

communicated under the feal of confidence, which I

could not infringe. Madame Nilow laughed at this

excufe, and afterwards ordered her daughter to be called,

whom flie required to releafe me from the injundion oi

fecrecy, that I might be at liberty to relate what had

paffed between us yefterday ; to which fhc anfwered, that

fhe would intirely rely on my prudence, and that if I

thought it neceffary I was at liberty to fpeak, though fhe

would be prefent, to know whether I fpoke the truth.

I then related that fome perfon, with a view to injure me
in Mifs Aphanaiia's opinion, had informed her that I was

not of the Greek religion, and had perfuaded her to afk me
me to become of that faith : that fhe had accordingly made
the propofal to me two days ago, to which I anfwered, that

though, in my opinion, all religions were alike, I could not

confent to make any change in mine ; and upon her obferv-

ing, that my determination might prevent our marriage, I

replied, that then we rhould die without reproach, (he was

vexed, and our friendly intercourfes had fuffered a flight in-

terruption, till a fecond opportunity for explanation offered

itfcU. I added, that in our lafl: convcrfation I had expreffed

my hope that Mifs Aphanafia Vv'ould in future put lefs con-

fidence in advifers. Madame Nilow, after liaving patiently

heard my account, blamed licr daughter for prefuming to

meddle in aftairs ot religion ; and faid, fhe hoped her pru-

dence in future would prevent her going into any fuch ex-

travagancies. She then retired, and leit us at liberty. I

embraced
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embraced the opportunity to confirm the young lady in

her refolution; and flie affured me that I might remain

perfedlly eafy with regard to her maid, who was as defirous

as herfeit to fee us fafe in Europe. We finiHied our con-

verfation on the happinefs we fliould enjoy when at perfefl

liberty. After which I retired, and ordered a general

meeting to be held on the 5th. I then vifited Mr.
Stephanow, whom I found under the application of

blifters, having been in a continual delirium for three

days and nights*

3S2E^3^S9B»

CHAP. XXIIL

TARIOUS PROCEEDINGS. THE CHANCELLOR RECEIVES INFORMATION-

OF THE ATTEMPTS OF THE EXILES. THE COUNT'S EXERTIONS TO
PREVENT THE CONSEQUENCES OF THIS DISCOVERY.

ON the 3d of April, Mr. Solmanow purchafed twenty-

two butts and forwarded them to Tfekawka. Mr,

Kuzneczow likewife advifed me, that he had purchafed a
cafk ot brandy for fevcn hundred and eighty roubles,

which I immediately paid. MefTrs. Baturin and Wyn-
bladth, who were commiilioned to fait fidi, alfo informed

me, that they had prepared two cafks of fiib, and one

cafk of whale oil ; but they could procure no more than

four hundred and fifty pounds of Hour.

On the 4tliMr. Kuzneczow informed me that Mr. Cfurin

was going on. board to fet the (hip to rights j and confe-

quentJy
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qiicntly thofe of our iiffociates who were engaged in the

vcffel muft be ready to depart on the 7 th; and that in

order to overlook the tranfa^lions of Mr. Cfurin, he

had determined likewife to go on board himlelf. I

agreed to his propofal, earneftly advifmg him to exert

every attention to promote the bufinefs intruded to him;

but at the fame time to hold himfelf in readinefs to

return at the firft call. And, in order that our corefpon-

dence might be rendered more certain, I commillioncd him

to ftation a trufty native of Kamchatka at Mikutka, to

carry my advices and orders to him. I was informed

in the evening that the governor was indifpofed.

On the 5th I put off the meeting 'till the evening, on

account of the neceflity of vifiting the governor. On
my arrival at the fort I found the whole family greatly

afflidcd, and the governor very ill with a violent colic.

I gave him a little extrad of aloes with brandy, and had

the pleafure to fee him able to walk about by noon. He
thanked me for my affiftance, and begged I would give

him a provifion ot the medicine which had done him fo

much fervice. I refufed ftaying to dinner, and returned

home; after which the general meeting was held, where

I gave the fociety an account of the mcalures I

had taken to fecure the veffel St. Peter and St. Paul
;

but I thought it likewife neceffary to exprefs to the

m.eeting my iears of fome unfortunate accident. For this

reafon I required that no one in future would go into the

town without a companion, and that they wovild not haunt

public houfes, where fevcral difputes had arifen between the

foldiers of the garrifon or colTacks, and my people. I ob-

ferved that the moment of the execution oi our projedf was

nearly
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nearly approaching, for which reafon it was of the utmoft

confequence to avoid every mifunderftanding, and to be

upon our guard. I therefore exhorted them to remain

peaceably in their houfes, and always near the chiefs

which I had nominated, in order that they might come
together in cafe of any unforefeen accident, and be in

readinefs to obey my orders. The whole company
imanimouHy replied, that they would ftridtly obey my
orders, and that I might depend on their fidelity. Their

readinefs gave me much fatisfadlioii : I thanked them for

their conlidence in me, and regaled them with a large

quantity of punch, the difpofal of which employed the

company till four in the morning.

On the 6th I remained at home the whole day, at reft,

except in the evening, when I made a viHt to the go-
vernor. On the yth, Mr. Kuzneczow took his leave

with ten of our companions. This day Mr. Baturin in-

formed me, that Ifmailow, Bofcarew and Zablikow
had propofed a number of queftions to him concerning

the new colony ; and that he overheard Ifmailow whifper

Bofcarew, " we fball get nothing out of him, for he is Sa-

" muelovicz's friend, let us go to the others," from which
he fufpedled that thefe three men had receiv^ed fome in-

formation of our projed:. From this account I recol-

le<fl:ed, that Mr. Stephanow had been connected with

thefe perfons, and might have informed them of fome
of the particulars : I therefore went immediately to him,

but he was not in a fituation to anfwer any queftions.

Nothing therefore remained to be done, but to apply to

Mr. Panow, whom I ordered to enquire tor one of the

Vol. I. F f three
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three, and found his intentions, thr.t I might take my
meafures in time.

Mr. Criiftiew, when informed of this bufinefs, ap-

peared very uncafy, which was a circumftancc un-

ufual in him, as he was a man of courage, and poflTeired

great iirmnefs of mind. After rcflefting a fliort time, he

told me, that he thought he fliould be able to lift the

bufinefs to the bottom ; but that there was reafon to fear

a difcovery on the part of government which we could

not avoid, fuppoling his ideas to be true ; for he told

me that Ifmailow was related to the chancellor, and pof-

fefTed his confidence. The flrong marks of apprchcniion

which I faw in Mr. Cruftiew, obliged me to requeft his

thoughts concerning the information of Baturin. Fie re-

plied, that he was fearful of an intrigue among women

;

and faid he was afTured that it was Mr. Kuzneczow's in-

tention to carry with him the fifter of ferjeant Kuzmin

;

and that probably he had divulged the fecret to that woman.
On the other hand, he was ccfi^'inced that Mr. Ifmailov\'

likewife kept company with the fame perfon, whence he

inferred, that Ifmailow had got fome hints of our pro-

jed:, which led him to endeavour at a more pe-rfed;

difcovery.

Mr. Crufliew promifed that he v^^ould ufe every exer-

tion in his power to come at the truth by means of the

woman, and advifed me, in the mean time, to wait on

the chancellor, and obferve his behaviour, from which I

might eafily know whether his nephew had already fpoken

to him concerning his difcovery.

Thefc fteps appearing reafonable, I determined imme-
diately to wait on the chancellor, while Mr. Crufliew

was
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was employed in making his enquiries. On my arrival

the chancellor received me with more politenefs, .but lefs

cordiality than iifual. He ordered tea, and, during the

time it was preparing, our difcourfe turned firft on the

government, in which the chancellor repeated all the

advantages I had received from the chiefs, in forward-

ing my projeds; and twice faid that he hoped my zeal

and condu6t would juftify their opinions and proceedings.

In anfv/er to his difcourfe, I replied, that I was greatly

affefted with the marks of goodnefs I had received, and

fhould neglecSt no favourable occafion of fhewing my gra-

titude. After a fhort paufe, the chancellor afked me how
far I was connected with Kuzneczow. I anfwered, that

Mr. Kuzneczow having rendered me elTential fervices at

my firft arrival at Kamchatka, when I was in the

loweft ftate of indigence, I thought it proper to ac-

knowledge his good offices, at a time when I was at

my eafe. He replied, that he hoped my motives were

fuch as I expreifed, but that he could not help taking

notice that various reflections were made in the town con-

cerning our intimacy ; more particularly fmce Mr. Kuz-
neczow had been feen openly affifting the exiles, with

a mufket in his hand, at the time of their difpute with

the foldiers and coffacks, refpeding Mr. Stephanow.

This overture fufficiently fhewed, that Mr. Ifmailow

had related his fufpicions or perhaps difcoveries to his

uncle, for which rcafon I determined to clear the way by

one effectual ftroke. I therefore replied, that I faw

clearly from v/hence this prejudice againft Mr. Kuznec-

zow arofc. I informed the chancellor, that Kuzneczow

and his nephew, kept company with the fame woman,

F f 2 whom
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whom I named, being the fifter of Serjeant Kiizmin ; and

obferved, that jealonlly had dilated this expedient to his

nephew, with a view to prejudice his rival. 1 affured

him that, with regard to myfelf, I was happy in the

prefent opportunity of fpeaking my fentiments to him,

as my benefaftor. I admitted, that it might be very

convenient, and not unbecoming Mr. Kuzneczow, to

frequent the company of a common woman, though

fuch a proceeding would very ill become his nephew,

who enjoyed a diftinguifhed rank. But what more parti-

cularly mortified my feelings in this bufinefs was, that I

underftood it to be the intention of his nephew to marry

the girl ; for which reafon I had difpofed Mr. Kuznec-
zow to perfuade her to make a voyage with himtoOchoczk,
where they were to be married. I ended my fpeech by

obferving, that I fhovdd have concealed this proof of m y
perfonal attachment to him, if there had not been reafon

to fear that filence, at this moment, might impair his

friendfhip for me.

The chancellor liftened very attentively, paufed a mo-
ment, and then embraced me, faying, that if I had not

come he might have taken a very dangerous ftep. He then

informed me, that his nephew had conftantly repeated to

liim for fome days paft, that he was certain Kuzneczow
and myfelf intended to leave Kamchatka, and take fome

women with us ; adding, that he was fure of our plot, but

would come at the bottom of it by new inquiries. The
Chancellor proceeded to fay, that, from the reiterated ob-

obfervations of his nephew, he had determined to fend fot

Mr. Stephanow, and examine him ; but that he now confi-

dered my arrival as a happy circumftance, fince it had fpared,

him
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him the confufion of intimating his fufpicions of me. My
account, he faid, had opened his eyes, and fhewn him the

necelllty of regulating the condud: of his nephew.

Affairs being in this favourable train, I begged him to

enquire of Captain Cfurin whether it were not true that

Kuzneczow intended to fail with him to Ochoczk, and
whether he had not contracted for the paiTage of a lady.

The chancellor immediately fent for Cfurin, and after

receiving the confirmation of what I had faid from him,

he promifed me a complete fatisfadion on the part of his

nephew..

CHAP. XXIV.

THE SUBJECT OF THE PRECEDING CHAPTER CONTINUED.

I
Was exceedingly happy in having remedied an affair

of fuch a defperate nature, and haftened home, where I

found Mr. Crufliew in the utmoft unealincfs. He could

not contain his anger at feeing me laugh ; but began by

informing me, that he was certain that the chancellor.

had received information concerning us, and was now
buiied in difclofmg our projedls to the government:.

for the fifter of Kuzmin had informed him, that

Mr. Ifmailow had liftened to her difcourfe with Kuznec-
zow, under her window; in which he had promifed to

marry her, if fhe would confent to go with him to Eu-
rope ; obferving, that the voyage would be long, but that

he would make her amends by his love and fidelity.

Upoiii
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Upon which propofal flie had demanded, how he fiip-

pofed it would be in his power to fail to Europe; and
Kuzneczow replied, that there was no reafon to be uncafy

about the fuccefs of any undertaking when directed by

fuch chiefs as myfelf. She protefted that Mr. Kuznec-
zow had faid nothing more; but that, after his departure

Ifmailow entered^ and infulted her, and direftly after-

wards went out, threatening to fend Kuzneczow to the

mines. She likewife told Mr. Cruftiew that fhe had
avoided fpeaking to Mr. Kuzneczow on the bufinefs, for

fear of a quarrel.

Upon this intelligence I defired my friend to go im-
mediately to the girl, and dire6t her to fay, if fhe fhould

be fent for by the chancellor, that Mr. Kuzneczow had
propofed and agreed with her to go to Ochoczk, where they

were to be married, and that I had promifed her a mar-

riage portion of a thoufand roubles, provided fhe would
depart and avoid the vifits of Mr. Ifmailow. Mr. Cruf-

tiew was perfedlly aftonifhed at this melTage, and afked

if I thougrht him out of his fenfes. I faw that he did

not comprehend my intentions, and therefore gave him an

account of my converfition with the chancellor, upon
which he perfedly underftood the whole bufinefs, and
haftened to execute my commiffion. For my part, as

Mr. Kuzneczow was not yet gone, I fent for him, and
gave him inifrudions likewife, in cafe he fhould be quef-

tioncd by the chancellor. Thefc meafurcs being taken,

I found my mind more at eafe, and went to refl late at

night, for I had found it impofTible to take any rcpofe

during the continuance of my apprehenfions.

On
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On the 8th, I learned that the chancellor had examined

Kuzneczow and the lifter of Kuzmin feparately, and at

day break had fent his nephew tb Verchney Oftrogp;, v/ith

orders not to return to Bolfaretz without his confent. In

the evening the chancellor himfelf came to me, made
a thoufand excufes for his fufpicicns, and begged me to

accept the portion I had prom.ifed the girl, which, how-
ever, I refufed, at the fame time intreating him to ex-

cufe my taking it, as a proof of his confidence in my
good intentions.

On the 9th, Mr. Kuzneczow informed me of his de-

parture, and affured me that I might entirely depend on
Mr. Cfurin. This news was fome confolation to me ;

for though the chancellor was apparently reconciled, I

could no longer depend on his confidence. I knew that

inquilitive difpofition would not permit him to banifh the

adventure of his nephew from his mind; and as the flight-

eft appearances might revive his fufpicions, I thought it

proper to keep my people conftantly aflembled. With a

view likewife to fecure rayfelf againft any furprize, I en-
gaged Mifs Nilow to pay a ftri6l attention to every thing

that paiTed at the governor's houfe, efpecially when the

chancellor was prefenf

The fame day 1 aftembled the company, to whom I

gave an account of all that had paffed between mc and!

the chancellor, and declared, that though all ourmea—
fures were perfectly well eftablifhed, I was morally fure.

that they v/ould be ineffediual, becaufe 1 had every rca—

fon to think that we fhould be difcovered before the time;

of the departure of the veft'el. In confequence of this,

difcouraging profpeft, I faid that I fliould proceed' to.

- proj
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propofc to the company another regulation. The meet-

ing unanimoufly affured me, that they would agree to

every ftep which I fliould think proper to be talcen, fo

that I needed only to give my orders, which would be im-

mediately complied with. On this declaration, which was

fo full of confidence, I reprefented to them that it would
be impofllble for us to refift the force which government

might employ againfl us, if we remained near the town,

and, therefore, that on the firft intimation of a difco-

very, I fliould propofe to the company to retire to the

fea-fide, where we might defend ourfelves in the intrench-

ment of the light-houfe, which was provided with four

large piece? of cannon, which would be fufHcient to keep

the affailants at a difiance ; and, in the mean time, as

I could depend on Mr. Cfurin, I v/ould dired: him to

bring the vcfTel out of the Bay, by towing her through

the ice, and that I did not defpair of carrying this pro-

jed: into execution in the courfe of eight days.

The company replied, that this ftep was falutary, and

neceffary to be carried into execution. I therefore drew

up inftrudions for Mr. Kuzneczow, which I forwarded

to him by the hands of Sibeaw, at the fame time that I

directed Mr. Panow to diflribute money to feveral of our

aflbciates, to purchafe gunpowder in all the fhops, and,

if pofTible, at the great magazine. For I had been in-

formed that the cannon of the redoubt of the light-houfe

was well provided with bullets and grape fhot, though

the quantity of powder was infufhcient to fire fix fliot.

I pafTed the reft of the day with Mr. Cruftiew, in confe-

rence on the means neccfi'ary to be adopted in the pre-

tfent exigence of our circumftances.

CHAP.
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CHAP XXV.

VARIOUS PROCEEDINGS RELATIVE TO THE PROJECTED ESCAPE

OF THE EXILES, AND THE DISCOVERIES MADE BY GOVERN-

MENT.

ON the loth, Mr. Baturin informed me, that Bofca-

rew and Zablikovv'- had written a letter to Mr. Ste-

phanow, which was to be put into his hands by a Kam-
chadal woman. I immediately fent notice to Mr. Panow,

who undertook to watch his relation, to whom he wxnt

without delay, and returned with the letter, which he

faid had been delivered the inftant before by the woman,
and that after reading it, Stephanow had laid, " I am
** the unhappy wretch who have produced all the mifchief
*' which may follow," and then intreated his relation to

carry the letter to me, with a requeft that I would caufe

thefe two men to be put to death, in order to preferv^e

our fecret , for he confeffed he had revealed the greateft

part of it to them. The contents of the letter were as

follows : o^

The treatment you have experienced from the un-

worthy chief whom you have chofen, has excited our
*' compaflion. We are informed that your illnefs is not

real, but that you are a prifoner, and, we therefore-

take this opportunity of alluring you, that we are

ready to deliver you, and that you may depend on our

willingnefs to facrifice our lives in the attempt. The.

oath we entered into with you, has prevented us from

Vol. I. G g betraying
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" betraying your abominable chief ; befides which, we
*' were unwilling to be the authors of the deftrudion of

" fo many brave men as have entered into the aflbciation.

" If your life be in fafety, fend us fome intimation,

** and inform us at what hour of the night we can

" enter your prifon without being difcovered ; but if

*' you think it proper for our interefts, that we fhould

*' deliver you from the tyrant, let us know your wifh,

*' and his death is certain. Remember the engagements

you have entered into with us, and be affurcd of our

fidelity.

" Signed, Boscarew and Zablikow."

I read this letter in the prefence of fome of the aflb-

ciates, to their no fmall confternation. Several of them

were defirous of going to feek thefe two bravos, with

whom they propofed to quarrel, and then difpatch them.

Mr. Panow fupported this opinion ; but, for my part, I

declared that I could not, without regret, confent to be

the caufe of the death of two fuch determined young

men, efpecially as I had reafon to think we might avail

ourfelves of their fervices. For this purpofe, I propofed

that Mr. Panow fliould perfuade his relation to fend them

an anfwer, which I would draw up ; as I was well affured

that we might caufe them to join us by this means, pro-

vided Mr. Stephanow confented to affift. Mr. Panow
anfwered for him, whereupon I drew up the following

minute :

*' You will be convinced that my illnefs is real when
" you fee my hand-writing. I have kept my bed from
** the day I lafl: faw you. I thank you, my friends, for

" the afliftance you offer, though it is unnecefTary; for,^

I can
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I can affure you, that my whole confolation at prefcnt

confifts in the acknowledgment ofmy improper conduft

towards my chief. You hate him, becaufe I have

defcribed him to you as a man worthy of hatred ; but,

I earneftly intreat you, by the oath we have entered

into, not to aggravate my remorfe, by making any at-

tempt againft this worthy and refpedlable chief. I

thought him my enemy, and adled accordingly ; I even

fought his death. Doubtlefs you have concluded that he

would revenge Iiimlclt ; but, on the contrary, he has

declared himfelt my protestor, and has preferved my
life at the ri{k of his own It is to him I am indebted

tor my fafety, and I intreat you to refpec^ the protedtor

as your friend. I have written this letter, to prevent

the confequences of your impetuoHty; haften then to

me, that 1 may inform you concerning my iituation.

You are at perfeft liberty to come, and 1 flatter myfelf

that, on an interview, I fhall render you an effentiai

fervice, by bringing you acquainted with a man to

whom you may unite."

This anfwer being approved of, Mr. Panow carried it

to his relation, who copied it, and fent it back by the

meflenger who had brought him the letter. About
eleven in the evening Mr. Panow requeflied me to

come to his friend, who was dclirous of introducing

Meflrs. Bofcarew and Zahlicow to me, with fix other aflo-

ciates. When I an^ived Mr. Stephanow begged me to come
near his bed, took my hand and kified it. He then

proceeded to recapitulate all his faults, enumerated the

marks of kindnefs and confidence he had received, and

concluded, by intrcating my forgivcncfs; alter which,

G !?; 2 without
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without giving me time to reply, he prefented MefTrs.

Bofcarew and Zahlikovv to me, with their companions

;

with the aflurance that they defircd to join our afTociaticn,

and that he could aufwer for their fidelity and attachment.

On this offer I afked the gentlemen whether they were
iirmly refolved to enter into our fociety without being in-

formed of our projeds and meafures? To which they

anfwered, that they had been informed of every thing,

and were determined to acknowledge me as their chief,

from their knowledge of the inducements. After this

fhort explanation I informed them, that I would expert

them at three o'clock tomorrow, in order to proceed in

their reception. But as they requefted I would per-

mit them to remain in future with us, I confented that

they fhould flay all night ; for they protefted that they

would not quit our dwelling till they were admitted

members of the fociety.

On the nth, I vifited the governor, who feemed to

be meditating on fome fubjedl that occupied his atten-

tion, and as it was of confequence for me to become ac-

quainted with the reafon of liis ferious deportment, I

enquired, and received for anfvver, that he believed the

chancellor was out of his fenfes, • becaufe he had been
talking to him of an enterprize purely chimerical ; for,

continued he, the fool fufpedls you of an intention to

defert, and has vexed me fo much, that I have fent him
away in an ill humour : he has even dared to accufe my
daughter of being a party in your plot. I anfwered,

laughing, that I was very well acquainted with the weak-
nefs of the chancellor, who though a worthy charadler, had
fuffered himfelf to be led by his nephew Ifmailow, a

man
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man jealous of my good fortune, and at enmity

with one of my friends, Kuzneczow. I informed the

governor, that Ifmailow had compofed a fi6lion, which

had turned the chancellor's head ; and then, with-

out hesitation, I related all that had happened. My
ftory put the governor into a chearful humour. He
fent for the chancellor, who was furprized to find me
feated with the governor. The latter began the conver-

fation, by acquainting him that he had informed me the

whole of the chancellor's fufpicions ; and that, on the

other hand, I had acquainted him with all that had

pafTed between us. The chancellor feemed to pay very

little attention to this, but told me flatly that I was guilty,

and that he repented the indulgence he had fhewn me in

regard to time ; but as he was fo lucky as to find me in

a place of furety, he fhould exhibit his proofs, and had

no doubt but they would be fufiicient to induce the go-

vernor to fend me to prifon. He then drew out of his

pocket a letter from his nephew, which contained a con-

firmation of his firft accufation, and an appeal to Mefi".

Bofcarew and Zablikow, which when he had read, he

demanded of the governor whether he had reafon or no
to accufe me. The governor feemed to hefitate; but I

feized the moment to propofe, that thofe two witnefles

might be fent for, and promifed that I would own myfelf

guilty, if they could prove the leaft deliquency againfi:

me. In fupport of my propofition, I obferved, that

he well knew Stephanow to be my irreconcilable enemy,
and that Bofcarew and Zablikow were his intimate friends

;

who, confequently, were in no danger of giving a flatter-

ing depofition in my favour. I requefted, moreover, that

the
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the governor would permit me to retire into his cabinet

during the examination.

'I'his propofal was agreed to by the governor, and the

chancellor was in the greateft rage to fee himfelf dared

to this point. He thereiorc required them to be fent

for, and as I had told him they were then with Stephanow,

the meflengers were fent diredly thither. In the mean

time I took the liberty to rally the chancellor on his dif-

covery. But the governor protefted, that if the alarm

he had railed fhould prove unfounded, he would break

off" his friendfliip with him.

At length, however, the two witnelTes were announced,

and I retired. The chancellor fliewed them the letter,

and they replied, that they knew the hand v/riting per-

fedly, though they were ignorant of the fubjedl on

which it was written, and, in a word, they knew nothing

of any plot. They obferved that it was true that they

were intimate with Mr. Stephanow, who had complained

to them againil me, in confequence of which they had

declared themfelves my enemies, and had fought occafions

of quarrelling with me ; but that their oppofition

was perfonal, and did not require them to depart from

their charaders as men of veracity. To this they added,

that they recolleded perfcdly well, that Mr. Ifmailow

had fome days before related to them a feigned ffory,

contrived by himfelf, and had milled them fo fiir as to

caufe them to feek opportunities of quarrelling, with a

view to do me a mifchicf. But that fmce they had found

that the whole of Mr, Ifmailow's narration was falfe,

they had given up their quarrel, and were much morti-

iied to find, that they had been fo far milled and in-

volved
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volved ; though they could not avoid exprefllng their

determination, that Ifmailow fhould fooner or later give

them an account of his condud-.

After this declaration, the governor politely difmified

Meff. Bofcarevv and Zablikovv, v/ith the requcft that they

would continue to entertain the fame fentiments of cfteeni

and friendfhip for me. He then brought me out of his

cabinet to be a witnefs of the confufion of the chancel-

lor, who fcarcely durft look me in the face. I did not

fail, however, to do my utmoft to reflore his confidence
;

and, by dint of intreaty, I at lafl: prevailed on him
to fpeak. He apologized for his error, by laying

the blame on the malice of his nephev.', againft Vv'hom

he breathed forth imprecations. He made the beft exxufes

he could to the governor, who let him underftand that he

did not approve fuch liberties. Thus the whole bulinefs

of conciliation fell upon me, which, however, I performed

with fuccefs, by the help of a few glaffes of brandy.

This afTair being accomplifhed, I went to Madame Ni-
low and her daughter, who received me with open arms.

The account I gave of what had pafTed aftoniflied and

alarmed them for the moment ; but the happy termination

was very fatisfadlory to them all, more efpecially JMifs

Aphanalia, who was not a little uneafy at the beginning

of my narrative. I then took my leave, and blefied the

happy chance that had afforded me the means of receiv-

ing into my party two fuch dangerous evidences, whole in-

timate acquaintance with all our defigns had put us com-
pletely in their power.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XXVI.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF KAMCHATKA, IN CONSE-

QUENCE OF THE DISCOVERY OF THE COUNT'S PLAN TO LIBERATE

THE EXILES.

ON my return home, I dined, and after dinner the

ceremony of the reception of Meflrs. Bofcarew and

Zablikow was performed : after which I proceeded to

relate to my companions the dangers I had palTed, and

publickly thanked our new afTociates for their eminent

fervice.

We pafTed the evening together, and I did not quit the

meeting, 'till I was informed of the arrival of the chan-

cellor, who came to complete our reconciliation. I re-

monftrated llrongly with him on the abfurdity of his

conduit, and affured him that, though I had done my
beft to reconcile him with the governor, he muft not at-

, tribute this proceeding to my want of a due fenfe of the

injury I fuftained, but to a defire of feeing harmony prevail

among the chiefs. I obferved, that he ought to have

miftrufted the inlinuations of his nephew after the former

difcovery of his plot, and the falfhood he had been

proved to be guilty of. And I concluded by informing

him, that I was willing to overlook this fecond affront

;

but that if he fliould fuffer himfelf to be mifled into fuch

an error a third time, I would not fail to feek my
revenge. The chancellor protefted that in future he

would a6l with fmcerity towards me, and we parted

good friends.

On
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On the I 2th I received a letter from Mr. Kuzneczow,
wherein he informed nie, that Mr. Cfurin was bu fy in

fitting out his vefTel, but that it was impoflible to clear

the ice during the prefent month : That Jie would aniwer

for the taking of the redoubt, the lire of which would
protect the fliip, while the vefl'el in return would clear the

approaches to the redoubt : That Mr. Cfurin was difpofed

to {hare our fortune at all riiks, as he had his lady with

him : And laflly, he concluded his letter by intreating

me to facilitate the means of his female friend joining him.

The friendfliip and attachment of Mr. Kuzneczow en-

titled him to every return in my power ; for which reafon I

charged Sibaew, who brought the letter, to fend La Kuf-

mika to Cfekawka in one of the boats.

After dinner I was feizedwith a violentcholic, fucceeded

by a fever, which forced me to go to bed. Jn the night I

grew v/orfe, which obliged me to fend for Meilrs. CrufHev*^

and Panow, to whom I intrufted the care and fuperinten-

dence of the company.

On the 13th, Mr. Cruftiew having acquainted Mifs

Aphanafia with my illnefs, flie haftened to fee me, and, as

I was informed after my recovery, never quitted my bed-

fide, nor fuffered any other perlon to attend me. The
fever continued, without any regular period, during the

14th, 15th and 1 6th. On the 17th Mr. Meder bled

me, and on the i8th he prefcribed an emetic, by whiffli

treatment the fever left me on the 19th.

On the 20th I was able to quit my bed, and Mi ft

Aphanafia informed her mother of my recovery, who came,

together with her other children, to congratulate me on

the occafion. It was at this time I was informed of the

lervices Mifs Aphanafia had done ; 1 thanked her with

Vol. I. H h the
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the utmoft iincerity, and was convinced that my gra-

titude affeded her exceedingly. After the departure of

Madame Nilow, though her daughter ftaid with me^
Mr. Cruftiew gave me an account that all our arrange-

ments were in good order, and that the tranquillity

which prevailed every where with refpedt to our interefts

was fuch that we had no reafon for any apprehenfions.

On the 2 1 ft I thought it neceflary to perfuadc Mifs

Aphanafia to return home, forwhich purpofe I reprefented

to her that her prefence was neceflary to prevent our

being furprized, for want of that information refpeding

what pafied at her father's, which no one could better

obtain than herfelf. For thefe reafons I urged her to

return as fpeedily as pofTible : fhe admitted their force,

and left me with tears.

After her departure, Mr. Cruftiew informed me of his

fufpicions that the chancellor, in conjund:ion with the

hettman, was meditating our deftrudlion : For the hett-

man, he underftood, was gone two days before to

Verchney Oftrogg, and he had every reafon to believe,

that the adventure of the death of Levontiew was his

motive, becaufe Bofcarew and Zablikow had received a

letter from Ifmailow, who fuppofed them ftill his friends, in>

which he informed them of the difcovery of an aflaflination

committed by my order. In confirmation of this opinion;

Mr. Cruftiew {hewed me the letter, which clearly convinced

me, that it became us to prepare for an open attack :

for tho' I was well affured that the circumftances which had

accompanied the death of Levontiev/ could not be brought

in evidence againft mc, yet I had juft reafon to fear that the

depofition of the tajon, who had put the letter directed

to the governor into my hands, would produce an effed:

which,
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which, fupported by the credit of the chancellor and

the hettman, could not fail to overthrow me. The more
I refledled on this bufinefs, the more critical I found it,

and as I was ftill too weak to fit up for any length of

time, I gave Mr. Cruftiew a charge to admit the two
exiles, companions of Mr. Ivafkin, into our fociety, as

I was fufficiently convinced of their attachment. This
was done the fame day, and they were fo well fatisfied

with this mark of confidence, that they thanked mc on

their knees for the favour I had beftowed on them, as,

they faid, of receiving them into my company, and

giving them an opportunity either of avenging themfelves

of the unjufl government which had oppreffed them, or

of dying in the attempt.

On the 2 2d I affembled the whole company, and

caufed arms and the necefl'ary ammunition to be diflri-

buted to each, in order that, in cafe our dwellings fhould

be inverted, they might not be unprovided ; and as

there was reafon to fear an attack in the night, I gave

regular orders for a guard and patrole. The arms were

diftributed in the night for the greater fecrecy.

On the 23d Mifs Aphanafia came to fee me incognito.

She informed me, that her mother was in tears, and her father

had talked with her in a manner which gaA-e reafon to fear

that he fufpedled our plot. She conjured me to be careful,

and not to come to the fort, if fent for. She exprefTed her

fears that it would not be in her power to come to me again,

but promifed fhe would, in that cafe, fend her fervant; and

fhe intreated me, at all events, if I fhould be compelled to ufe

force againfl gov^ernment, that I would be careful of the life

of her father, and not endanger my own. I tenderlyembraced

this charming young ladv, and thanked her for the interefl

'H h 2
•

- file
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{he took in my prefervation ; and as it appeared important

that her abfcnce fhould not be difcovered, I begged her

to return, and reconmieiKi the ifiiie ol our intentions to

good fortune. Before her departure I reminded her to

look minutely after her father, and to fend me a red ribband

in cafe government fhould determine to arreft or attack me,

and, in the fecond place, that at the moment of an alarm

fhe would open the ihutter of heir window, which looked

to the garden, and caufe a fledge to be laid over the ditch

on that fide. She promifed to comply with my inftruc-

tions, and confirmed her promifes with vows and tears.

As foon as Mifs Aphanafia was gone, I thought it

proper to fet up a pole for the conveniency of hoifl:ing a

light, and, at the fame time, I fent inflru6tions to my
companions that the light fliould be the fignal for

rallying.

On the 24th, being bufied in preparing againfl: every

furprize, I caufed a bridge to be broken dov/n, which
had been laid over a ravine that feparated us from tha

town ; and, inftead of the bridge, I caufed a fingle plank

to be laid ; over which no more than one perfon could

pafs at a time. At three in the afternoon, Mr. Cruftiew

informed me that the hettman was on hi-s return, and had
brought with him the tajon in qucflion, and that Ifmailov/

was likewifewith his uncle. This information was fuflicient

to point out the fteps it became us to take ; but, in order

to obtain a more perfe6l knowledge of the ftate of afiairs,

we fent ten of our afTociates of the party of Bofcarew on
difcovery. They did not return 'till very late in the

evening, and -reported, that the hettman had had a long

conference with the chancellor, and that about Rvc in the

evening, they had waited on the governor, accompanied

by
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by Ifmailow and a Kamfchadal chief. This report caufed

lis to double our guard and patrole, and the whole fociety

remained under arms.

On the 25th, in the morning, Mifs Aphanafia's fervant

brought me a red ribband. She told mc verbally, to

beware of coming to the fort ; that her midrefs as well

as Madam.e Nilow, was in tears, as the governor had
treated them with great feverity, and had even flruck his

lady. About ten o'clock the governor fent a ferjeant to

me, to invite me to breakraft ; to which 1 anfwercd,

that as I was not quite recovered of a dangerous illnefs,

I could not wait upon him then, but hoped I (liould

be able to have that pleafure to-morrow. The ferjeant

anfwered by adviUng me to go by fair means, if I did not

wifh to be dragged to the fort by main force. To
this I replied in iKort, by dcfiring him to mind his own
bufinefs, and carry my anfwer ; at the fame time that I

advifed him to make his confcfTion before he ventured to

come on any fuch enterprize.

About noon I faw the hettman coming towards our

houfe. I received him very politely, and he informed

me that he came on the part of the governor to perfuade

me to come to the fort. The bulinefs, he told me in

confidence, was to difcufs one of the ridiculous fancies

of the chancellor, which I might eafily overthrow, and
confequently, that I ought to make no difficulty in ac-

companying him. But when I replied, that my illnefs did

not permit me to wait upon the governor, and that I

certainly fhould not go that day, he became angry, and
threatened to force me thither by his Coff.icks. I

laughed at his threats, which did not tend to reflore his

calmnefs
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calmners. He called out to his CofTacks to come in and
compel me to follow him. I whiftled, and five of n¥y

companions inftantly rufhed in, and difarmed the hettman

and two Coflacks, to whom I declared that they were

my prifoners.

After this ftroke, the hettman afked permiflion to

write to the governor, and I promifed to difpatch a letter

from him, provided it was firfl fubmitted to my perufal.

In his letter he propofed to the governor to enter into

terms with me, at the fame time informing him that he

was himfelf detained as a prifoner. Together with his

letter I fent one in my own name to the governor, in

which I explained that the premeditated treachery of the

chancellor, which I was fufficiently informed of, had in-

duced me to take this flep, and that I entreated him not

to confider it as an attempt to incite an infurredlion, as

it depended on his excellency's pleafure to permit me to

depart for Lopatka.

About five in the evening, the governor fent me word,

that if I did not fct the hettman at liberty, I fhould pay
for my infolence at the price of my life ; that my trial

would be proceeded on in full afl'embly the next day,

where, if I fhould be found innocent, he would take

care that I fhould receive fatisfadion from the chancellor

;

but that, in cafe I was confcious of guilt, he advifed me
to come and apply to the goodnefs and clemency of the

throne for my pardon.

In a written anfwer to this meflage I replied, that if

myielf alone were pcrfonally concerned, I would not he-

fitate a moment to appear before him ; but as the chief of

a party, acknowledged as fuch by his own proper order,

I could
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I could not aft without confulting my companions : and,

as it was late, I propofcd likewife to confult them on the

morrow. I add-d, that my perfonal condud, as well as, the

liberty of the hettman,. would depend on their dccifion.

At nine in the evening I fent a party of fix affociates

to feize the chancellor, but he took care not to ftir out of

the fort: in his ftead, however, they brought me if-

mailow, his nephew, Szudeikin, his fecretary, and the

tajon, who was intended to be produced in evidence

againft me»
On the 26th I received two red ribbands from

Mifs Aphanalia, at the fame time that I learned from

one of our affociates, that the governor had fummoned x

council, at which no one could give an account how If-

mailow and the tajon had been carried off; that, as

no witnelTes appeared, the governor had reproached the

chancellor, and threatened him with the effedfcs of his

anger, calling him a traitor, who took a pleafure in ex-

citing difturbances ; and laftly, that every one was per-

fuaded that, the accufation of the chancellor being falfe,

Ifmailow and the tajon had difippeared, becaufe inca-

pable of ftanding the examination. He further repo ted,

that the governor, enraged at the witneffcs not ap-

pearing, had difmiiTed the council, and retired to the

fort.

At eleven o'clock I received a meffage that the go-

vernor was convinced of my innocence, and confented

that the company fliould keep Mr. Hettman as an

hoftage ; but that, for the fake of the form,, he would;

fend four foldiers for me, to whom he begged me to fur-

lender. In reply to this meffage I anfwered, that 1

would.
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would entirely depend on the word and honour of the

governor, who might fend his guard for me, and that in

the mean time, I would do every thing in my power to

perfuade my alfociates to confent to. my departure, which

I had no doubt they would agree to, in coniideration of

their holding the hettman as an hofcage.

Immediately after I had difmified this mefi.enger, I

received another, with a letter from Mifs Aphanafia, who
intreated me to come to the governor, and alfured me that

her fatiicr was more prejudiced in my favour than ever.

I could depend on the integrity and attachment of this

unliable young lady, and her letter might have had its

influence on me, if I had not obferved that it contained

many clippings of red ribband, which fhcwed me iai what
manner to proceed. I therefore gave orde.s to Me firs.

Baturin, Wynbladth, and Panow, to place themftlves at

the head of their divifions, in rcadinefs to act in the

night, as I expecled an attack, from the inf>.rmation 1

had received, that the foldicrs of the garrifcn, as well -as

the CofTacks of the town, wore bufied in preparing their

arms. Our number amounted to fifty-feven perlons, but

Mr. Cruftiew informed me that he had fent an order to

Mr. Kuzneczow to return with his people, and that he

expeded him at the clofe of the night. In order that I

might not be taken by furprize, I formed three diviiions,

who ftationed themlelves round my houfe, whik the

fourth divifion remained within.

C H A P,
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CHAP. XXVII.

THE GOVERNMENT SENDS A MILITARY FORCE TO TAKE THE COUNT
PRISONER. THE EXILES OPPOSE THEM, AND BY THEIR SUPE-

RIOR BRAVERY AND MILITARY SKILL, ASSISTED BY A FORTUNATE
CONCURRENCE OF EVENTS, THEY GAIN POSSESSION OF THE FORT.

THE GOVERNOR IS SLAIN IN THE ATTACK.

AT five in the evening, I obferved a corporal with four

grenadiers, who came and flopped at my door,

where they called out to me to open it by order of the

Emprefs. I jocularly anfwered that he lied, for that the

Emprefs being at Peterfburgh, would not honour fuch

a rafcal as him with her orders ; but told him that if he

thought proper to behave with civility, we might per-

haps tranfad: our affairs in an amicable manner. Upon
this he faid, that the governor had informed him that it

was agreed I fhould follow him, and confequently that

he was ready to com.ply with my wifhes in every refpedl.

I then propofed that he fliould enter alone to drink a

glafs with me, and afterwards take charge of fome papers

that were neceffary to be prefented to the governor. He
confented, and I accordingly admitted him, fliutting the

door after him, at which inflant he beheld four piftols

prefented to his breaft, and was threatened with inftant

death if ne fhould dare to utter a fingle w^ord. After

conducting him into my chamber, I queftioned him con-

cerning every particular 1 was defirous of knowing, and

when hia depofition was finiflied, I ordered hiin to call

ihe foidiers one by one, each by name, to conic i n and

Vol. I, I i <liink
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drink a glafs, which he was forced to comply with. Inc

this manner I became mafter of the detachment, which I

caiifed to be bound, and depofited fafely in the cellar.

At nine in the evening I received notice that a de-

tachment had been obfcrved on their way towards the

ravine. I therefore took the detachment of Mr. Wyn-
bladth with me, and called out to them not to attempt

to pafs. They anfwered by feveral mufket fhot;, in

return for which I ordered my party to fire on thofc

who were forcmoft, and after three had fallen the de-

tachment remained motionlefs, and lay clofe with their

faces to the ground. I could eafily obferve however that

the officer had difpatched a man towards the fortrefs,

no doubt with the intention of requeuing affiftance.

For this reafon I fent out a perfon upon difcovcry, but-

nothing was perceived 'till about eleven o'clock, when I

received information that a body of troops were advancing

towards our rear, and that from tlic noife there was reafon-

to believe they had cannon with them. I gave orders to

Mr. Wynbladth to obferve the detachment at the ravine,

and after caufing the divifion of the center to join me, I

myfelf advanced towards the enemy's troops. Before we.

met, I faw Mr. Stephanow, who, tho' fcarcely able to walk,

came armed, and had only time to tell me that he came
to conquer or die with me. This refolution fecured him
my efleem ; for though the poor man could fcarcely

fupport himfelf, he neverthelefs did every thing in his

power to encourage the afibciates.

When we came within the diftance of fifty paces, the

commanding officer of the detachment called out to us

to furrendcr ourfeives prifoners, atherwife he would not

fpare
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fpare us. I replied that it was ncceffary we fhould know
the conditions, and he in return a(ked what conditions I

wifhed to propofe. Our conference led us within fifteen

paces of them, at which diftance we began our fire, and

our adverfaries were fo difheartened at our firft difcharge,

that they left their cannon and fled haftily towards the

wood. The officer was highly to blame in this refped:,

for if he had retired towards the fortrefs, we could never

have forced it. His mifcondud: infpired me with hope.

No more than a lliort quarter of an hour was required to

colle<5l my people. I availed my fell of their artillery to fire

on the detachment placed behind the ravine; and my
fire, though in the air, prevented any of them from ven-

turing to rife; fo that I had perfeft liberty to approach

the fort. The centinel feeing us come with cannon,

took us for the detachment, and, after challenging us,

afked if we had brought the prifoners, to which I caufed

one of my people to anfwer in the affirmative. The man
then worked like a fury to lower the drawbridge; which
done, we entered with fpirit, and finding only twelve

men of the guard, they were quickly difpatchcd. While

a party of my aflbciates mounted to clear the cafemates,

I caufed the drawbridge to be railed, and placed a guard.

Tlicfe precautions being taken, as 1 heard a firing in the

court, and faw that my comrades were iaftcning the

petard to force the inner gates, I ventured to pais

through a window which I found open. Madame Ni-

low and her children, at fight of me, implored my pro-

tection to fave their father and hufband. I immediately

haftened to his apartment, and begged him to go to his

childreiis room to preferve his life; but he anfwered that

he would firft take mine, and inftantly fired a piliol,

I i 2 which
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which wounded me: I was defirous, neverthelefs, of
preferving him, and continued to reprefent that all refi fi-

ance would be ufelefs, for which reafon I intreated him ta

retire. His wite and children threw themfeives on their

knees, but nothing would avail: he flew upon me, feized

me by the throat, and left me no other alternative than

either to give up my own life, or run my fword through

his body. At this inflant the petard exploded and burft

the outer gate. The fecond was open, and I favv

Mr. Panow enter at the head of a party. He entreated the

governor to let me go, but not being able to prevail on
him, he fct me at liberty by fplitting his fkull.

April 27th. No words can defcribe the unhappy fcene

this event produced ; Madame Nilow fell at my feet, her

daughters fainted, and the firmnefs ofmy mind was fcarcely

equal to the fhock. I was ready to flnk to the ground,

when Mr. Panow feeing me in this fltuation obliged me to

quit the apartment, and affured me that he would take care

of Madame Nilow and her family. He begged I would
haften to a party of my aflociates, who were ftill flghting

with the foldiers. I went out into the court, where I faw

a new fpcdlacle ; it was covered with dead and wounded,
fome of whom informed mx that our companions were
bulled in forcing a fubterraneous place, in which feveral

foldiers had taken refuge. I made hafte to fave the lives

of thefe unfortunate men, and having met with Mr. Wyn-
bladth and Cruftiew, with four other affociates, quick-

ened my fteps towards the baftion under which the

cafemate was, when all at once we heard a mufkct
fhot, and the cry of enemies. Thefe {hot v/ere followed

by regular difcharges, v/hich convinced us that they could

jiot
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not proceed from the fire of our people, who were dif-

perfcd in various places. We therefore returned to our

cen inel, who kept conftantly calling out, the enemy!

When we came to him, and mounted the banqiiet

of the palifade, we faw a large party of Cofllicks

making preparations for an attack. In confequence

of this, I detached Mr. Wynbladth to colled; all the ailb-

ciates, leaving only a guard of four men to watch over the

foldiers in the cafemate; and in the mean time I was forced

to fuftain a briik attack. It was a fortunate circum-

fliance, however, that the ladders which the Cofllicks had

brought were too fiiort, and the obfcurity of the night

did not permit our enemies to obferve the weakeft places

of the fort. Their continual fire aflifted us to direct

our murdering pieces at them, which flew fourteen men
in ten minutes, while no one on our fide had received a

wound. On the arrival of Mr. Wynbladth with twenty-

two aflbciates, we mounted two three' pounders on the

platform : two rounds from thefe were fufiicient to dil-

perfe our military opponents.

After their retreat, as we had reafon to fear a fecond

attempt, we bufied ourfelves in mounting and charging

all the cannon of the place, and afterwards cleared the

court-yard and cafemates of the dead. The aflbciates

obeyed my orders with the greateft zeal and adivity ; fo

that at three in the morning every thing was in perfc6i

order.

C H A F.
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C HAP. XXVIIL .^

THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE COUNT AND HIS PARTY OF EXILES, FROM
THE TIME OF GAINING POSSESSION OF THE FORT, TO THE TIME OF

THE SURRENDER OF THE MILITARY FORCE OF THE GOVERNMENT,'

WHO GAVE HOSTAGES TO THE COUNT.

THE centinel of the baftion having heard a fecond

noife on the city fide, I went up myfelf and faw

feveral lighted torches in motion, which determined me
to fend out fome perfons to make difcoverics. Mr. Cruf-

ftiew undertook this commifTion, with two of the aflb-

ciates.

After their departure I fent to requefl permiffion to fee

Madame Nilow, which being granted, I waited upon her

and found her on her bed. I threw myfelf at her feet to beg

her pardon for having been the involuntary caufe of the death

of her hufband, and intreated her to confider my be-

haviour towards him, when 1 was delirous of preferving

his life at the rifk of my own. Her grief, extreme as it

was, did not urge her to make any reproaches: fhe only

afked for her children, and begged that the guard

Mr. Panow had fet over herfelf and them might be with-

drawn. But when I informed her that the guard was de-

figned merely for her prefervation, fhe confented that it

might remain. With refpeft to her children I was ignorant

where they had been fecurcd : but a fervant informed

us that Mr, Panow had conducted them into the hall,

and had- taken care to have them bled by Mr. Lapin.

This fuggcftion reminded r'^ of the propriety of Madame
Niiow's
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Kilow's undergoing the fame operation, to which fhe

confented : I therefore haftened. to fend Mr. Lapin with

dirediions for that purpofe; and as I did not think, it

decent to intrude myielt upon a family fo overwhelmed

with misfoitune, I recommended to this gentleman to ufe

every care and attention in his power to mitigate the dif-

trefles of their Situation.

When I went C"t to vifit the pofts, I received adncc
that Mr. Cruftiew had returned, and I therefore went to en-

quire what he had difcovered. He informed me that the

town was entirely abandoned by the men ; that the hett-

man, delivered from his imprifonment by a party ot men,

had armed all the Coffacks, and had retired to the heights at

half a league diftant from the fort, where he declared he

would ftarve us out; and that his troops did not amount?

to lefs than feven or eight hundred men.

Gn this information I afiembled my companions, and

reprefented to them that we were certainly, out. of the

danger of an attack in the fort, but that if we fliould.

defer the taking a fpeedy refolution to a6l- without lofmg,

a Single moment, we fliould, perhaps,, find ourfelves,. in.

die courfe of twenty- four hours, fo well invefted, that we:

fhould not be able to get out, and by that means iliould

be reduced to furrender at difcretion from mere hunger..

1 informed the company of the report of Mr. Gruftiew,,,

and requ^fled evei-y one to give his advice refpecfbing the

proper, fteps to be taken in the. prefent ilate of embar-

raffment. But as no plan was. agreed on,. I difclbfed mine,,

which I had already formed before hand^ the moment I

was informed, of the refolution of Mr. Hcttmam. It wis

as follows..

ii declared!
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I declared my refolution to fend a detachment of

twenty-two or twenty-four affociates into the town to

drive all the women and children into the church

;

that as foon as they fhould be there fecured, all the fur-

niture -of wood and other combuftible matters which

could be found, fliould be piled round the church ; and

when every thing fhould be thus difpofed, which was

very pofTible to be done before day-^^^cak, notice fhould

be given to the women to prepare themfelves for death,

at the fame time that they fhould" be informed that

the determination of their hulbands to oppofe us by

force hadleft us no other expedient than to facrifice their

families. And laftly, that after this declaration it fliould

be propofed to the women to fend three of their number,

with twelve young girls, to their parents, to require them
to lay down their arms.

The company agreed to this propofal, and Mr. Panow
undertook to carry it into execution. But he obferved that

it was neceffary in his opinion to convey the body of the

governor into the fame church, with the intention of more

cfFe6lually intimidating the women. After his departure

I gave the necell'ary orders, and the body of this un-

fortunate chief, whofe life had been ever dear to me,

was inftantly carried to the place of deftination.

The continual hurry of adlion had made me forget my
wound ; but I was deiirous of taking advantage of this

moment of tranquility, and accordingly fent for Mr. La-
pin, who declared that the confequences might be dan-

cferous, becaufe I had fuffered the blood to coagulate.

In fact the Iroft had congealed a large quantitv, and, in

•order to thaw it, I was obliged to approach the fire,which
gave
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gave me the moft excruciating pain. I could not ftand

up nor walk until Mr. Lapin had extracted the ball, in

which operation I found him very fkilfull. After my
wound had been drefled, as I was not capable of ufing

my leg, he caufed me to be conv^eyed into the chamber
where the reft of the wounded men were, and where I had

the mortification to fee nine dead, and feven dangeroufly

wounded of my party, with more than fifty foldiers of

the garrifon wounded; the dead having been thrown into

one of the baftions. Wlicn I had given orders that the ne-

ceflary afliftance might be adminiftered to all who were in

w^ant of it, I retired into the hall of the chancery to reft ;

but my uneafinefs refpefting the fuccefs ofmy project, did

not permit me to take any repofe until the return of

Mr. Panow, who related that he had ftiut up more than

a thoufand women, girls and infants, who had all unani-

moufly requefted leave to fend fome one of their number
to their hulbands, whom they promifed to bring back to

our feet.

The day beginning to appear, I thought proper to

haften this expedition, and determined to fend one of my
aftbciates with the woman, beating a drum as the fign

of a parley, at the fame time that he fliould carry a

proper fummons to the following efi'edl

:

" We are informed of the refolution you have taken

to block us up in the fort, and reduce us to the

neceftity either to perifli by hunger, or have recourfe

to your mercy by furrendcring at difcretion. This

refolution fhews very little judgment on your part

;

for in truth it is impoflible for you to perfuade us that

your determinations are directed to this end, while you

Vol. I. K k " have
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have left in our power the mofl precious depofit which
nature has given you, your wives, your daughters;,

and your children ; who muft feeure us from your
fenfelefs rage, unlefs you are monfters abhorred by-

nature. You will be the real executioners of your

families, and their blood will cry out for vengeance

againft you. It remains in the mean time for you to

adopt one of the two proportions we here make."
*' I. We demand that, one hour after the reception

of this meffage, you fhall fet at liberty the four aflb-

ciates you made prifoners at the time the hettman was
fet at liberty ; and that afterwards you fliall lay down
your arms, and prefent y-ourfelves unarmed at the

fort, in order that we may take hofbiges from amongft

you, which may be neceffary to prevent fuch incidents

as may hereafter occafion new hoftilities."

" 2. That, on your refufal to. comply with thefe pro-

pofals, we will fet fire to the church in which your

wives and children are confined. It fhall be their

tomb; their cries will convince you of the accom-

plifhment of our refolution."

" We fend the prefent to you at nine o'clock precifely ;

haflen to affemble, and carry into execution fuch refo-

lutions as you may judge moft fuitable to your prefent

fituation. Our refolution fhall be carried into efted;

at ten precifely."

After having caufed the prefent writing to be figned

by the chiefs of our aflbciation, I fent Sibeaw towards

the Coffacks, wi,th four women and twelve children.

After the departure ot our mefTenger the aflbciates

bufied themfelves in amafllng the wood of chairs, tables,

&c.
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&c. and dIfFerent utenfils round the church. About
eight o'clock Madame Nilow afkcd to fpcak with mc ;

but when fhe heard that I could not rife to pay my
refpedls to her, fhe came herfelf, with her youngcil

daughter. The fatigue I had endured throughout the

night, and the effuiion of blood which had altered my
countenance, made her to forget her own grief. She ran

towards me, and her firft words, which exprefl'ed her

fears for my fituation, afforded no fmall confolation to

my mind. This worthy lady, after iliewing a proper

fenfe of the lofs of her hufband, told me, that, though
propriety forbad her feeing me, fhe could not avoid

declaring at that moment tliat fhe acknowledged my
innocence in all that had paffed ; and that fhe had with
wonder beheld my forbearance, at the time when wounded
by her hufband, and in the moft imminent danger of

my life, I did not ufe my arms againft him. For this

caufe, fhe faid, I was juftiiied in her opinion ; but that,

as it would be impoffible for her to make the public

adopt the fame fentiments, fhe had refolved to retire

immediately after the funeral of her hufba-nd ; for the

performance of which fhe requefled my permiffion and
fupport. She continued her difcourfe by tellino: me,

that, with regard to her daughter, as fhe faw her iirmly

attached to my perfon, and could not cxpofe her to the

rcfentment of her lifters and her family, flie confcnted to

put her into my hands, provided I would promife to efta-

blifh her in the manner I had affured her, bv marriao;e. In

this fituation, urged by the neceflity of calming the mind
of an unhappy mother, whofe virtue and firmnefs of foul I

have every reafon to admire, I promifed all flie required.

K k 2 She
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She then embraced her daughter, advil'ed her always to

preferve the fame attachment to me, and wiilied her

every happinefs ; and at lafl: haftily riling, (he paffionately

-exciaimed, you are the caufe of the lofs of her father,

become her hufband, and be a father to her !

She departed, and her daughter informed me that fhe

had been tormented by the reproaches of her fifters, who
openly accufed her of having been in the plot, though

{he would have gladly confented to the lofs of her own
life to have preferved that of her father. At thefe words

fhe burft into tears, but continued her difcourfe by ob-

ferving, that, in the prefent fituation, no other refource

offered itfelf to her but to follow me : but, in order that

the public might not reproach her mother for having

confented to her departure with me, fhe requefled that I

would caufe her to be carried off. 1 promifed to proceed

accordingly ; after which fhe likewife retired, wifhing me.

fuccefs in the condudl of my enterprize.

At a quarter after nine, having received no anfwer

from the CofTacks, I ordered four fires to be lighted, at

the diftance of three fathoms from each angle of the

church. At half an hour after nine, I received intelli-

gence that a number of handkerchiefs were feen faflened

to piquets on the mountain, with which lignals were

made. At three qviarters after nine, about fifty men
were feen running with all their force towards the fortrefs,

but without arms, which led me to think that the

CofTacks had determined to furrender. At eleven minutes

after ten, two Coffacks appeared before me, almoft

breathlefs, who told me that they had been difpatched to

inform me that my firft propofition was accepted, and

that.
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that, in the courfe of half an hour, the whole ti'oop

would prefent themfelves unarmed ; for which reafoa

they begged me to proceed no further until they could

arrive.

A moment afterwards Sibeaw likewife arrived, and de-

clared that on the iirfl: reading of his letter, ihey had deter-

mined to march flrait to the church to deliver their fami-

lies, but on being informed by the women that the com-
buftible matters were piled together, and the fire at hand, fo

that their refolution would only haften the deftrudion of

fo many innocent creatures, they entered into a debate,

which could end only in the imprifonment of the hett-

man, whom they were bringing to me. At a quarter

paft eleven, the troops at lafb arrived, and as I had given

my orders to Mr. Panow, he caufed thofe to enter intQ

the fort whom I had determined on as hoftages, and fent

the others to the church to bring their wives into the town.

At the fame time he took the precaution to fend a de-

tachment to the mountain, fbr the purpofe of guarding

the arms until they fhould be removed into the fort.

Every thing being thus in a ftate of tranquility, I caufed-

the cafemate to be opened, out of which came forty-two

foldiers and the chancellor, whom I fent to accompany

the hettman. The number of our hoftages amounted to

fifty-two perfons, all principal men of the place, whofe

lives were to anfwer for the behaviour of the people..

£ H A P,
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CHAP. XXIX.

TRANSACTIONS FROM THE TIME OF THE RECEIVING OF HOSTAGES

FROM THE MILITARY OF THE PROVINCE, TO THE FINAL EMBAR-

KATION OF THE COUNT AND HIS PARTY IN THE ST. PETER AND

ST. PAUL.

AT noon Mr. Panow made a review of our afTociates,

and reported that Mr. Meder was not prefent.

Search was made among the dead, but he was not found,

-and v.'c were very uneafy concerning his fate, until

Mr. Crufliew affured us that he believed he was fecurely

hidden at home, and that if I pleafed to fend he had no

•doubt but he would be found in the oven. Mr. Panow
immediately fent four armed companions, who returned

with him, but before he was brought in, Mr. Cruftiew in-

formed me that Mr. Meder had been found on his knees,

and that on their entrance he cried out he was in-

nocent, and knew nothing of the plot. This recital

made us laugh, but I was greatly furprized when I heard

that Mr. Meder Rill believed that he was in the hands of

government F-or the more perfe<^ afliirance of this, I

lent for him. At his firft appearance he threw himfelf on

the ground, and repeated his oaths that he knew nothing

f)f the plot. I caufed him to be lifted up, but this did

not prevent his taking me for the governor, and con-

tinuing his delirium. It was not 'till after I had fhaken

hands with him, and given him a glafs of brandy, that

lie came to himfelf, and freely relaled, that at the firft

firing he withdrew into his houfe, and prayed to God for

our
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OUT prefervation, and that about day-break, having heard

theColTacks knock at the door, he fainted away, and when
he came to himfelf he was convinced of our deftruclion ;

an idea which had deprived him of his prefence of mind.

After taking a little refrefhment, I gave my orders to

each of the chiefs. Mr. Criiftiew was charged to 2;o down
the river to feize the corvette St. Peter and St.Paul, with

the afTiftance ofMr. Kuzneczow and his party, and to burn

all the other fbips or barks. Mr. Baturin was ordered to

examine the magazine and the treafury, to make an in-

ventory of- their contents. Mr. Panow undertook ta

fuperintend the funeral of the late governor, and the

burial of the dead. Mr. Wynbladth had the care of the.

Hiilitary fervices ; and: for my own part, as my wound,

became exceedingly painful, I was incapable of per-

forming any duty ; but I placed all my hope in the fkill

of Mr. Meder ; for Mr. Lapin's knowledge extended no

further than to the treatment of wounds.

In the evening I entreated Madame Nilow to permit,

me to fee her, but fhe refufed. In the night Mifs Apha-
nafia came to fee me, and after exprefling her griet for

my fufferings, fhe informed me that Madame Nilow in-

tending to depart in two days,, it would be neceffary to

carry her off as foon as pofTible. I difripated the appre-

hensions of this amiable young lady,, and afterwards liad:

a light fleep*

On the 28th,. every preparation being ready for the

funeral, I gave orders to acquaint Madame Nilow that the

ceremony waited for her orders. She determined that it

Hiould be performed without delay. Tlie whole tov.-n

was therefore obliged to repair to the church
_;
and the

burial
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burial was made with the greateft pomp. Twenty one

guns were fired from the fortrefs. After this ceremony I

ordered Mr. Panow to perfuade the archbifhop either by

threatenings or promifes, to preach a fermon in the churcli

in favour of the revolution we had produced, and after-

wards to receive the oath of fidelity, from all my com-
panions towards me, upon the gofpels at the altar, and

that after all this ceremony he fhould carry away the

miraculous image of St. Nicholas, in order that the

liturgy might be duly performed on board. This pro-

ceeding appeared to me to be ufeful, as by means of

their religious fuperftition, I might have the greater power
over the minds ot fuch as vvere governed by the prejudices

of their faith. I pafied this day under a fever, and was

informed in the evening, that every thing had been con-

ducted in the beft pofiible order. Towards midnight the

fever returned, and I had only time to inftrud:Mr. Panow
ofmy intention to carry off Mifs Nilow, and to give him
my reafons for fo doing.

May the 2d. During the three foregoing days I was de-

lirious, in which time I was bled three times, and Mr. Panow
did not think proper to interrupt me ; but at three in the

afternoon Mr. Medcr affirming that I was out of danger, he

informed me that Mr. Cruftiew had taken poffefiion of the

corvette, and that the inventories of the contents of the ma-
gazines were made; the people being at prefent bufied in

coUefting provifions for our voyage. And iall of all he in-

formed me, thatMadame Nilow was gone, and that the in-

ftant before her departure (he came to fee me, and wept bit-

terly, without fpeaking a word. I then afkcd what was
become of her daughter, and he replied, that the evening

before
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tefore the departure of her mother, he had caufcd her to

come out of the window without the leaft knowledge of

her iifters, who, at their awaking, made a difturbance.

But that their mother having haftened their departure,

fhewed great jQgns of refentment againil her daughter who
had efcaped ; by which means her other fifters were per-

fuaded that the difappearance of their youngeft iifter was

voluntary. He informed me, that fince their departure

Mifs Aphanaiia had not quitted my bed-fide imtil this

day, after Mr. Meder had affured her that I was out of

danger, and perfuaded her to take fome reft.

In the evening, finding myfelf fomewhat better, I ad-

mitted the officers of my party and my afTociates, to whom
I expreffed my flrong fenfe of their behaviour. This day

I ordered rafts to be made, to carry our artillery and am-
munition on board the vefTel, and on this fame day like-

wife eighteen volunteers offered themfelves to follov/ my
fortunes, among whom was Ifmailow, the nephew of the

chancellor. This man had contrived fufFerings for the

fecretary of the chancery, Mr. Szudeikin, by charging

him with all the mifchief he had himfelf intended doing

to the company ; and during the night, he inlinuated

himfelf fo well into the good opinion of my companions,

that he obtained not only his pardon from them, but

likewife their affiftance to revenge himfelf on Szudeikin^

for feveral different proceedings.

This rafcal conducted them to the houfe of Szudeikin,

who certainly had made no attempts to injure us, where

they dragged him out of bed, beat him feverely, and after

pillaging his houfe, left him half dead.

On the 3d of May, after I had received an account

Vol I. L 1
~

from.
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from Ivlr. Panow of the concludl of Ifmailow, I caufeci

him to be put in irons. On the fame day I had the ar-

chives of the chancery packed up, to carry them, with me.
The great quantity of furs which my officers found in the

magazines, made me perfeAly eafy, as to the means of

providing for the fubfiftence of all my companions on my
arrival in Europe. I therefore began to enjoy fome calm-

nefs, when at ten o'clock Mifs Aphanaiia came to me.
She at firft ufed every effort to conceal her forrow and
tears, but they at laft overcame her attempts, and, as Hie

was opprelTed by extreme grief, I had not much difficulty.

in obtaining a knowledge of what afflid:ed her. The in-

formation £he had received gave me great uneafinefs at-

firfl; but at laftfhe infpired me with thatrefpedl which a

noble confidence produces in all the affairs of lite. This-

amiable young lady put a letter into my hands, and

limply faid, I know all, forgive the firfl: emotions of grief;.

I am prepared, and you have no future weaknefs to fear.

Surprized at the refolute tone v/ith which fhe pronounced,

thefe words, I opened the letter : it was written by Ste-

phanow, who informed Mifs Aphanafia, that after having

been deceived and betrayed by me, (he owed the mofl

eminent vengeance to herfelf and family ; to effedl which

he offered his fervices. Fie informed her that I was

married, and confequently incapable of placing her in any

eftimable rank of life. He reprefented, that after this in-

formation, as fhe could never become my wife, fhe could

not without difhonour follow my party : and he finifhed

his letter by declaring, that he would efface her fliame by
my blood, for wliich purpofe he waited only the re-efta-

bliiliment of his health, in order to offer her his hand.

This
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Tliis letter, at any other time, would have infpired me
ivith pity for an unhappy man, who was ruihing haftily

to his deftrudion ; but at that moment it affeded me
ftrongly. For I had propofed to defer my confeffion

until I could procure a proper match for the young lady.

In this ftate of aiionifhmcnt fhe roufed me out of my
reverie, by faying, " Liften my dear friend, do not af-

" flidl yourfelf : your Aphanafia will not be unhappy.
*' She loves you, and will always love you. She cannot
*' call herfelf your wife, but you may keep her as your
*' child." Immediately after which fhe faid," Shall it not
*' be fo, my dear papa." This ingenuity and freedom o^

charadler, united to the heroic fentiments of fo amiable a

perfon, went to my heart, and I could not avoid paying the

tribute to fuch elevated fentiments. I begged her pardon

for having concealed my Htuation from her, and pleaded

in my juftification, that I was adluated by a regard for my
family, and conneded with a company whofe members had

expofed their lives to preferve mine ; and, with a view to

intereft her ftill more, and obtain her indulgence, I like-

wife urged as an excufe, the fentiments that I entertained

for her. My words, though very ill calculated tor my
juftification, were received with fuch intereft as fe-

cured my pardon, which fne pronounced by declaring,

that nothing in the world could deftroy her attachment

for me. She added, that fhe would be contented to live

in the country where I fliould fix my abode, and fliould

enjoy perfed: happincfs in leeing m^e, and calling me
father. Her hopes, flie faid, were to enjoy perfed repofe

in the hofom of my family, as flie was refolved to renounce

iXiarriage intirely ; and the only promife ilie requeftcd of

L 1 2 nie
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me was, to confidcr her as my own daughter, and permit

her to change her cloathing, with a view that, when
cloathed as a man, fhe might be lefs embarrailmg to

me.

Mr. Panow interrupted our converfation. This faithful

friend being informed of what had palTed, defired leave

to go and deftroy his relation ; but foon after> hearing the

refolution of Mifs Aphanafia, he threw himfelf at her feet,

to render homage to her courage. She at laffc retired with

that tranquility of mind which can only refult from a re-

folution firmly taken. After her departure Mr. Panow
informed me, that he had heard the day before, that Mifs

Aphanafia had difcovered my marriage, though he had

not been able to difcover the name of the perfon who had

betrayed me. He begged me to permit him ta abandon.

Kis relation to juftice, in order to deliver fociety from a

.

monfter, who, by his intrigues and wickednefs, might here-

after lead the whole company to deftrudlion. It was not

without great difficulty that I could diflhade him from his

intentions, but at lafl I fucceeded. At this inftant

Mr. Baturin arrived,, who informed me he had been prefent

at a fcene with Mr. Stephanow, where Mifs Aphanafia.

having come in, m.ade the bittereft reproaches for his want

of attachm^ent and fidelity to me. She declared that flie

defpifed his character and his perfon; that fiie had never

looked upon him in any other light than as a monfter of
impiety and ingratitude ; that he was bafely miftaken to;

think that (he had ever wifiied to become my wife, as

fhe knew my fituation from myfelf : and that her deter-

mination to attach herfelf to me was as a friend and

daughter. She finifhed her difcourfe by advifing Ste-

phanow
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plianow to enter into his own breaft, to difmifs every idea,

of love towards her, and alter his behaviour in future.

Stephanow, irritated at this difcourfe, became furious,,

and took up one of the piflols which lay befide his bed ;,

but Baturin difarmed him, and caufed him to be imme-
diately conduced into a feparate houfe, where he was at

that time, guarded by two of the alTociates.

This day I diftributed among my affociates all the

money of the imperial cheft, and a quantity of (ilk, fatitn^

and taffaties. I likewife received a letter Irom Mr. Cruf-

tiew, who preffed me to haften to the port, in order to^

reftrain the alTociates, who had behaved improperly^ to

the natives.

May the 4th. This day a council was held to judge:

Mr. Stephanow, and fentence was pafTed, that he fhould

be excluded, in every refped:, from their meetings, and

from all command among the affociates. Juft before the

breaking up of the committee, Mifs Aphanafia prefented

herfelf in the drefs, and with the arm.s of a man, an_d the

company named her Achilles. Her figure in this drefs

was cjiarming, and flie certainly had as much courage as

it is poffible for a woman to have. About noon the rafts

being ready, I fent twenty-five of the affociates to the fea

fide, with thirty-three hoftages under their care, the

charge of whom was embarraffmg to me in the town. I

likewife fent one hundred and forty-fix lledges by
land, loaded with forces, to be embarked on. board the

corvette.

On the 5th of May, 1771, I ordered the prieft to- ce-

lebrate fblemn divine fervice, and at the reading of the

gofpel I caufed. ail the affociates who were prcfcnt to enter

into;
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into an oath of fidelity towards me. At the end of this

fi^rvice I gave an entertainment at the fort, at which feveral

of the inhabitants were prefent. At half paft feven o'clock

I gave orders for our departure on the 6th of May.
On the 6th, after having nominated perfons to the ad-

TTiiniftration, and caufed the inhabitants to make oath that

they would do nothing without the confent of me or my
companions, during the whole time we fhould continue

at Kamchatka, I effedied my departure, and the bufinefs

was tranfadied to the great contentment of both parties,

tjiough from different caufes. At eleven o'clock in the

evening, I arrived at Tfekawka, where I was received

with enthufiafm by my companions and by Mr. Cfurin,

commander of the corvette, wlio affured me that the

veffel would be ready to fail on the 1 1 th of May.

On the 7th, after vifiting the works, I was fatisfied with

thealliduity of my companions. My fatisfa<ftion was ftill

greater to fee one hundred and eighty Coffacks at work,

whom they had forced to afift them. This day Mr. Cruf-

tiew warned me that the Kamchadal tajon of Kawka
had entered into an oath with a lieutenant of the gar-

rifon, w]io had efcaped, and had promifcd to affaffinate

me, at the fame time that he informed me that the tajon

was come, and requefted permiflion to fpeak to me. I

gave immediate orders to feize him, and bring him before

me, where he denied the accufation, though he admitted

that the lieutenant had made the propofal to him. A
piflol found on this emiffary aggravated his cafe, and con-

vinced me of the propriety of adminiftering to him fifty

ftrokes of a bludgeon. He had fcarcely received twelve

before he confeffed his crime, and declared that the lieu-.

tenant
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tenant was then with the tajon of a neighbouring village,

together with Mr. Gurgiew, brother in law to Mr. Cruf-

ticw, who was ftrongly attached to the late governmenL.

Upon this depolition, 1 fent Mr. Kuzneczow, with fix af-

lociates, tofeize the criminals, whom they brought back-

at five o'clock. Their fentence, and its execution, wa5

deferred till the following day. On this day I received a

xequeft from more than thirty women and girls, who
were defirous of following the fortune of their friends, but

as it W9S impoifible for us^ to take fo large a number of

people on board, three only were accepted, and the others

wererefufcd, with the promife, that on our arrival at the-

firfl iflar.d, we would fend the veffel' for them.

On the 8th in the morning, the company condenined

Mr. Gurgiew the exile, and Mr. Valnoy the lieutenant,.

to receive fifty ftrokes of the knowt, and the tajon double-

the number. This was inflantly executed, and M'effrs.

Gurgiew and Valnoy were fent to the town to be cured,

On this day fourteen exiles arrived from different places,

and begged me to receive them into our fociety, which

was agreed to. At fix o'clock the veflel, having undergone

a complete repair,- was rigged-, and twenty-two bears were

this day faked as part of our fea flock.

On the 9th and i oth the company were bufied in load-

ing the veflel. On the nth, all- being ready for depar-

ture, I delivered, the hoflages, and fent them back to

the tov/n, except Mr. Szudeikin, fecretaiy of the chan-

cery, whom the company forced to- embark, ro fer\'e

them in quality of cook, for which they gave us as a

reafon, that it was neceifary he fliould do pennnce for

the mifchiefs he had occafioned to the fociety at Kam-
chatka,
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chatka. On my arrival on board, I hoifted the colours of

the confederation of Poland, which ceremony was attended

with the difcharge of twenty guns.

CHAP. XXX.

A SHORT EXTRACT OF VOYAGES MADE TO THE EASTWARD OF KAM-
CHATKA.

AS a fupplement to this volume, I {hall give a fhort

extra<5t of the different voyages undertaken to the

eaftward of Kamchatka, the manufcripts ofwhich I found

in the chancery.

In the year 1728, captain Beering, in company with

captain Tfchirikow, made an expedition to difcover the

continent of America ; but they went no further than cape

Naninfkoy, which the Ruffians fuppofed to be cape

Tfchukotfkoy. This firft expedition not having anfwered

the intentions of the court of Ruffia, Mr. Kreniczin made
another in the year 1729, which was not attended with
any greater advantage. The third expedition, undertaken

by thefe two captains in the year 1741, was more fuc-

cefsful. They viiited the coaft of America, and fome
iflands. Captain Beering, on his return, was fhip-

wrecked on an ifland near Kamchatka, on which he died,

and the crew, in honour of their captain, named the ifland

after him. Captain Tichirikow received his crew on

board.
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board, and returned to Kamchatka in the year 1742.
His relation i'atislied the minds of the Ruffians, and ef-

peci illy the tradjo, who haftened to fit out veiTels in

queft of the riches of thefe new iflands.

The fecond expedition was that of two afTociates,

Buffo and Srebernikow, who went no further than Bee-

ring's and the copper ifland. This voyage was undertaken

the 2 2d of May, 174:;, and they returned in 1746.
The third expedition was that of Nevodfchikow, like-

wife, in the year 1745, in the galliot Eudochia, in

which he failed to the Aleuthes iflands, neareft to Kam-
chatka. The great number of beavers he took afforded

him a fufficient booty, and induced him to return, after

having left traces of unexampled cruelty behind him.

He carried off' with him feveral young people of the natives ;

but no more than one lived to arrive at Kamchatka.
The fourth was performed in the year 1747 by two vef-

fels, fitted out by and belonging to Mr, Cholodilow, a

merchant. One of thefe veffels anchored at Becring's illc,

and after hunting on this ifland, returned to Kamchatka.

Her companion directed her courfe towards the eaft, and,

after vifiting feveral iflands, brought back a very rich

cargo of beavers and foxes (kins.

The fifth was performed in the year 1750 by a com-
pany under an exclufive privilege. No threat progre fs

was made in this expedition ; for the hrft iflands having

fufficcd to load the four fhips, they returned to Kam-
chatka.

The fixth expedition was that of Niklphor Trapef-

nikow, in the year 1750. The government lent on board

his veffcl a military officer, with twenty-five Coffacks ;

Vol, I. Mm they
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they viiited fcveral of the Aleuthes Iflands, and on their

return they falfely reported that they had fubjedled thefe

iflands to the power of Ruflia. For in the year 1752 the

governor of Kamchatka, having fent a fottnik with fome

Cofikeks, to receive the tribute, they were all cut off.

The return of Trapefnikow greatly increafed the rage for

fitting out veffels, his fingle veffel having brought back

a cargo worth one hundred and forty-two thoufand

roubles.

The feventh voyage was undertaken by the fame Tra-

pefnikow, in the year 1754, on board the brigantine

St. Nicholas. This voyage produced the difcovery of the

iiland Atak.

The eighth was made by Srebernikow, who firft dif-

covered the iflands of Foxes. He went as far as 29 deg.

of longitude from Bolfha.

The ninth was undertaken by Tolily in the year 1756,

who proceeded as far as Ulanaxa, and returned with a

cargo valued at two hundred thoufand roubles.

The tenth enterprize was made by Stadeneczow, in the

year 1757, who ran aground on the iiland of UrumuHr,.

where moft of the people on board were cut off.

The eleventh was undertaken by Trapefnikow, who de-

parted from Kamchatka in the year 1758, and after having

vifited feveral iflands, came at laft to Urumufir, where he

was repeatedly attacked by the natives, who flew twenty-

fix of his people.

The twelfth was undertaken by Bofcarew in the year

1760, who went as far aa the ifland Alaxa, which is very,

near the continent of America. Moft of his crew were cut

off by the natives of that place,-

The
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The thirteenth expedition was made in the year 1762,
at the expence of an affociation, who fitted out and armed
five vefTels, with the intention ofexamining the commerce,

hunting, and fifhery of the Aleuthes iflands, where they

were to form a colony ; but the ignorance of the com-
manders of thefe veffels caufed the lofs of four, and the

fifth returned, after three years abfence. The murders

and robberies perpetrated by this armament on the inha-

bitants are incredible.

The fourteenth was undertaken by Soloniow, in the

year 1 764. This velTel moored on the coaft of the main
land ot America, which the commander miftaking for

the ifland of Unalakfa, he had continual combats with the

natives, and at laft, after a confiderable lofs, was com-
pelled to retire to a fmall ifland, on whofe inhabitants he

inhumanly revenged his lofs. Two thirds of his people

died of the fcurvy before his return to Kamchatka.

The fifteenth voyage was made by Oczederin, in the

year 1765. This navigator confined his views to fifliing

and the chace in the fmall illands, and did not venture to

approach the coaft of Unalakfi.

The fixteenth expedition was made by captain Peter

Kreniczin, who quitted Kamchatka in the year 1768,

and inftead of endeavouring to carry his difcoveries as fiir

as the continent, he remained two whole years on a fmall

ifland, from, which he fent his armed failors, his canoes,

and fhallop, to hunt and fifh, and to trade with the

natives ; fo that government received no other benefit than

that of paying out the charges cf the expedition. Captain
' TCrcniczin likewife derived no adv^antage from his voyage

;

for he was drowned in the river of Kamchatka, by his

M m. 2 crew
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crew, on his return, in the year 1770. Mr. Levafchieff,

therefore, was the only gainer, for he had all the profit

without receiving any blame, as he, in quality of fubor-

dinate to Mr. Kreniezin, was not refponfible for the be-

haviour of his commander.

The feventeenth expedition was that of the corvette

St. Peter and St. Paul, in which I had the good fortune to

quit Kamchatka on the 1 2th of May 1771, and arrived at

Macao on the 2 2d of September in the fame year. *

* Here ends the firft Volume, according to the divifion made by the

Count, whofc fignature is affixed to the manufcript in this place,

CHAP.
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CHAP. XXXI.

MINUTES DRAWN UP, FOR THE PURPOSE OF FORMING A CHART, TO-

GETHER WITH DETAILS RESPECTING SIBERIA AND THE SEA COAST

OF KAMCHATKA; AND A DESCRIPTION OF THE KURELLES AND

ALEUTHES ISLANDS.

A Wifh. to profit by the Icifure time I enjoyed, and to

•^^ divert difagreeable refle<5tions, led me to form this

chart, and to add fuch information as I could obtain re-

fpediffg the eaftern parts of the northern continent, in

order that they might ferve tor the inftrudlion and aflif-

tance of enterprizing navigators.*

A defcription of the town of Jakutzk, th« remoteft

town in Siberia, (itiiated in northern Tartary. This town

lies -f in the fixty-third degree of north latitude, at the dif-

tance of one hundred and twenty-^e french leagues from

Ochoczk, a town and port on the eaftern coaft of the fron-

tier. Jakutzk is fubjedt to the government of Irkuczk,

and is under the command of a voivode. In the year 1764.

it was reckoned that forty thoufmd fouls were fubje6t

to the government of this town, including the whole

nation of the Jakutt Tartars, a wandering people, who
occupy the immenfe defarts which form this province.

The town is inhabited by exiles and Coflacks, who arc

always

* The chart here mentioned has not come to the hands of the editor : it is

therefore fuppofed that the Count took it with him in his laft expedition, where,

in all probability, it was loft.

j- In lat. 62 deg. i min. 50 fea N. and long. 147 deg. E. from Ferro : both

determined by obfervation. See Coxes Ruflian Difcoveries, page 387^
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always armed in readinefs to keep the Jakiitt chiefs in de-

pendence. On the banks of the river Lena ftands a fortrefs

built in wood ; the garrifon of which confifls of one

hundred and fifty foldiers. Several rich merchants are

fettled in this town, who carry on the fur trade. All the

caravans that pafs from RulTia to Ochoczk or Kamchatka
are obliged to winter in this town, on account of the great

quantity of fnow and the excefTive cold, which prevents

them from going forward during the whole winter, which
lafts full eight months.

In the year 1770, a confiderable quantity of cannon,

anchors, cables^ and other marine ftores, arrivec^in this

town deftined for the port of Ochoczk, where it was in-

tended to eftablifh a more confiderable fea force; but the

impofiibility of drawing thefe heavy articles by dogs,

obliged government to give up the projedl. I found one

hundred and twenty- five officers exiled in this province,

who, fince the reign of the prefent Emprefs, have been

ianifhed into this barbarous country. The communica-
tion between this town and Ochoczk is kept up by the

Jakutts, who are obliged annually, in the month of

June, to provide fix thoufand horfes. The caravan em-
ploys three months on the road from here to Ochoczk,
;and the horfes pafs no further than Judoma ; from whence
dogs and fledges are made ufe of to carry their merchan-

dize to Ochoczk.
When I came myfelf along this road, on which I was

detained ninety-five days, I faw no more than eighty

horfes, with which we were fuppliedj and all tlicfe, ex-

cept feventeen, died on the road. It is impofTible for go-

oi^ernnient Xo remedy this incoi^venicnce, which, in pro-

cefs
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cefs of time, mufl cut off all communication by land with

Ochoczk. The profpedt of this ev^ent has engaged the

Ruffian government to make preparations for fccuring the

navigation of the river Amour, which falls into the lea to

the fouthward of the ifland Sachalin, and runs through the

fouthern parts of Siberia.

The town of Uda is fituated on the banks of a river of

the fame name in 55 dcg. 24 min. N. lat. and 341 deg.

3omin. long, from Kamchatka. This fmall town is in

habited by one hundred families of exiles, who have

thrown off their fubjedion to the Ruffian government,

and eftabliflied regulations among themfelves. The in-

habitants of this town have opened a trade with Korea,

and can live without the affiftance of Ruffia. Inftead of

oxen and cows, this new colony maintains a flock of elks^,

the fleih of which is good ; the females afford a conii-

derable quantity of milk, which they make into butter and
chtefe. I have eaten of both at Jakutzk. This province

affords the moft beautiful fables, and rivals the commerce
of Ruffia, to the no fmall prejudice of the latter.

In the year 1770, the government of Ochoczk de-

tached a ferjeant, named Lohner, with twenty-four fol-

diers and eighty Coffacks, to reduce the town of Uda ;.

but this troop, inflead of executing the orders intrufted-

to them, deferted, and fixed their abode in Korea.

The river Uda would be navigable, if its entrance were

not flopped by quickfands. From Uda to Ochoczk the

coaft runs N. E. and may be failed along with fafety every

where, at the diftance of three leagues ; the depth of

water being from fourteen to fifteen fathoms. The whole:

extent of this coafl is inhabited by the Tungufl, whoTub-
fift
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fid on their flocks of elks, and the whales, which
fomctimes get aground. It has been obferved that the

current fets from N. to S. on this coaft the whole year

round, and the tide rifcs fix feet four inches.

The port of Ochoczk * in the lat. of 59 deg. 19 min.

N. and 348 deg. 10 min. long from the meridian of

Kamchatka, is formed by a river of the fame name.

The entrance of this harbour is due north. The town
is built on the banks of the river, and a pretended fortrefs

commands the harbour. The exiles are employed in fea

affairs, and there is no year which is not fignalized by fome

revolt. This difpofition which is maintained by defpair,

will open the entrance of Siberia to the firft comer, and I

can confidently affirm, that the arrival of the firft foreign

veffel will produce a revolution in Siberia : for from

Ochoczk to Tobolczk there are at leaft one hundred and
fixty thoufand exiles, or their defcendants, all bearing

arms. The different hords of Tartars would join the

common caufe to overthrow the Ruffian dominion. This
event cannot be far diftant, and Ruffia will find herfelf, by
a ftroke of this nature, deprived of all that fupport which
alone enables her to play a principal part in Europe, by
virtue ot the conffdcrable augmentation of her revenue.

Several vefiTels are difpatched yearly from this port : one
to Idziga ; one to Tigil ; three to,Kamchatka, and eight

or ten to the Alcuthes iffands. The cargoes of thefs veffels

confift in tobacco, a fmall quantity of flour, brandv,

gunpowder, and fome toys. On their return they bring

back the f^lns of fables^ martins, beavere, foxes, rofto-

maks,

* Lies in 59 cleg. 2; min. N. lat. and i6o deg. 7 min. F. long, from Ferro,

both by obll-rvation. See Coxe's Rulfian DilcovericSj page jby.
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maks, bears, ermins, elks and copper, which they have

for fome years paft brought from Beerings ifle. The
Rufhans have hitherto carried on this trade without inter-

ruption; but {ince the defertion of feveral exiles, who
have fixed their abode in the Aleuthes iflands, and en-

tered into alliance with the favages, feveral vefTels have

been taken, and their crews cut off. Several others like-

wife have furrendered their veffels, and have eftablifhed

themfelves in thefe iflands, inftead ofreturning to Siberia.

The fpirit of defertion being thus excited among the

common people, veffels are no longer fitted out but with
apprehenfion ; and the parties concerned petition go-

vernment to put troops on board each veffel, to keep
their crews in fubjedlion. But who can anfwer for the

ideas of the foldiers : they likewife are men, and the love

of liberty may have its influence on them as well as on
others.

Ruffia is indebted, for the peaceable poffeffion of this

trade, only to the diftance and the fecrecy it preferves

refpeding its advantages, and the indolence of the other

ftates of Europe, which have not made fufficient enqui-
ries into the fources of the power of this vaft monarchy.
The immenfity and extent of its poffeffions appears in-

credible to them, and prevents them from adopting the

opinion, that, with the flighteft facrifice and exertions,

its force may be overthrown, and deflroyed at plea-

fure.

The province of Ochoczk is in all refpeds the mofl
difagreeable fpot on the face of the earth; covered with per-
petual fnow and ice, it produces neither vegetable food,

nor even pafture for cattle : all the fubfiftence which is^

Vol. I. N n
'

found
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found there, confifts in fiih and rein deer. Thefe kft

animals are fed with mofs, which grows on the rocks.

In the province of Ochoczk grows cedar wood of pro-

digious thicknefs and height, very proper for fhipping;

the coaft from Ochoczk to' Taoui runs from E. to

E. N. E ; and at the diftance of three leagues off fhore

The depth of water is from fourteen to fifteen fathom
fandy ground.. The current fets from north to the eafir-

ward.

Taoui is a fmall town and fortrefs, built on the banks

of a river of the fame name, in which refides a hettman
of Coflacks, with twenty exiled families, to keep the

Coffacks in dependence. It is fituated in 60 deg. 15
min. N. lat. and 353 deg. 50 min. long, from the me-
ridian of Kamchatka. The river of Taoui forms a harbour

of fmall depth, and the communication between Taoui

and Ochoczk by fea, is carried on by the boats called

Bajdara.

Idziga is a town and fortrefs, built on the banks of the

river ol the fame name, in which refides a voivode with a

garrifon of one hundred foldiers, three or four hundred

CofTacks, and about two hundred families of exiles.

This town reckons fix thoufand tributary Coflacks, who
are continually at war with the people Cfuckfi. It is

fituated in the 63^ degree of north latitude, and 4 deg.

20 min. E. long, from Bolfiia.

Cape Penfina lies in 62 deg. 28 min. N. lat. and 4 deg.

28 min. long, from Bolfha. This cape divides the gulph

of Penfina into two arms ; the northernmoft receives the

river of Penfina, on the banks of which fiands the town

and fortrefs of Anadir.

. . The
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The river Penfina is fitiiated in 63 deg. 30 miii. N. lat.

r.iid 8 dcg. 1 5 min. long, from Bolflia. The entrance of

the river is hardly pra6licable, on account ol the funken

rocks and ice which continually float in it.

The town and fortrefs of Tigille is fltuated on the banks

of the river of the fame name, which forms a very beau-

tiful harbour, though {hallow, in which fmall veffels

only can enter. The entrance of this harbour lies in 5 8

deg. 42 min. N. lat. and 2 deg. 50 min. long, from

Bolfha. The town is commanded by a voivode, and

the garrifon compofed of eighty foldiers, one hundred

Coflacks, and two hundred exiles. The Cfuckfl often

infult the outer gates, and kill travellers. The limits of

the province of Kamchatka are eftablifhed at two verftes,

to the fouthward of this town. I fhall proceed to give a

more ample account of this province,

N n 2 C H A P,
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CHAP, xxxir.

A DESCRIPTION OF KAMCHATKA.

KAmchatka is a confiderablc peninfula, extending to

58 deg. 4.1 min. N. lat. and terminated to the fouth-

vvard by a cape fituated in 5 1 deg. 1 5 min. N. lat. Its

form on the map refembles a dog's tongue. Many rivers

abounding with fifh run through this peninfula, but none
of them are navigable, excepting the river of Kamchatka
and the river of Bolflia. The river of Kamchatka is

named Santal by the natives. It falls into the fea on the

eaftern coaft of the peninfula in 56 deg. 15 min. N. lat.

and its courfe before it falls into the fea is from N. to S.

On the banks of this river is built a town called Nifney

Oftrogg, commanded by a lieutenant immediately depen-

dant on the governor of Kamchatka, who refides in the

town of Bolfha, the capital of the province.

The town of Nifney Oftrogg is compofed of three hun-

dred houfes, inhabited by a mixture of Coffacks and

exiles, with a fmall proportion of natives : the town has

two churches where divine fervice is performed by a pro-

topope and fix other priefts. The diftrift fubjedled to

this town contains about three thoufand Kamchadales,

who are conftantly employed in the chace and fifliing.

The fecond town of this peninfula is Bolfiioreczkoy

Oftrogg, which, as I have obferved, is the capital. It is

compofed of five hundred houfes regularly built, which

form one ftnglc ftreet inhabited by Coflacks. It is fitu-

ated
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ated in 53 deg. 30 min. N. lat. and takes its nam? from

the river on whole banks it ftands. For the name Bolfho-

retzkoy denotes a great river, and Bolfhoretzkoy Oftrogg

is as much as to fay the town of a great river.

To the fouthward of the town, within cannon-fhot, is

built a fortrefs, tolerably regular, having a ditch, five

baitions, and twenty battering cannon. In this fortrefs

the governor refides, with a garrifon of two hundred and

eighty foldiers under his command. At a fmall diftance

from the fortrefs ftands the metropolitan church, which
is a wooden edifice, at a diftance from all other build-

ings. The place of the exiles is to the Weft of the

town, near a wood, at the diftance of half a league.

It was in the vicinity of this town that my place of exile

was appointed, and in which, by the fpecial grace of

her Majefty the reigning emprefs and autocratrix of all

the Ruflias, a fufficient fpace of ground was to be af-

figned for the burial of my body. Happily, however, the

order of predeftination did not agree with the orders of

this fovereign power. For, after my arrival in a ftate of

ftavery at the end of the year 1770, I found myfelf maf-

ter of the entire province, the town and fortrefs, in April,

1771.
The town of Bolftia is five leagues diftant to the eaft-

ward of the fea coaft, and from the mouth of the river.

In a ftrait direction from Bolfha, on the eaftcrn coaft of

the peninfula, is fituated, the harbour of St. Peter and

St. Paul, which has fujfficient depth of watei' to receive,

the largeft veftels, though its entrance is difficult.

This port is perfedly well adapted for building fl:iip-

pingj but, as there is no wood proper loi that piu-pofe

to
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to be found throughout all Kamchatka, it isrcafonable to

think that Rviilia will derive no advantage from this cir-

cumftance. To the northward of the peninfula is a vol-

cano, which was in the ftrongeft ftatc of irruption during

my ftay. I vifited it, and, as I have already mentioned,

narrowly .efcaped becoming the vidim of my cm-iofity.

The ground of this peninfula exhibits one fmgle trad:

cif fnow, interfpcrfed -with mountains, many of which
throw out burning matter, and from which a number of

mineral fprings ifllie forth. No vegetable has thriven in

this ungrateful climate; for every experiment hitherto made
has tended to corroborate this aflertion. The greateft

advantage which Rullia might derive from Kamchatka,
befides its furrs, would be ro eftablifh fmelting works
for iron and copper. Unfortunately, however, the cru-

elty with which the Rufhans have treated the natives

has dirainiHied the number. For, at the arrival of the

Ruffians, their number was reckoned at feventy thoufand,

and during my ftay it fcarcely amounted to eleven thou-

fand, a number which muft in future be fliil more dimi-

nifhed by the oppreffion they fuffer. They are forced

to contribute annually a number .of flaves for the fervice

of the foldiers and CofTacks, and are befides compelled

to the fca fervice. From the moft authentic examination

I am afiured that the population of the whole peninfula,

in the year 1771, confifted of

364 Soldiers.

29 Land officers.

422 Ruffian hunters.

1500 Coilacks and their officers.

26 Civil officers.

82 Ruffian
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82 Ruflian merchants.

700 Defcendants of liberated exiles.

1600 Exiles of difi^crent conditions.

8000 Male Kamchadales.

2 or 3 000 Female Kamchadales.

40 Ruflian women.
200 Women, defcendants of t'he exiles.-.

15963 Total

CHAP. XXXIII.

REMARKS ON THE COAST OF KAMCHATKA.

I. f~\^ the eaftern coaft the depth of water is unv
^^ fathomable, and a conflant current fcts from

north to fouth.

2, On the weflern coaft the depth of water is regular,

being ten fathoms at the diftance of one league from ihore,

twenty at the diftance of two leagues, and fo procerding to

one hundred fathom, beyond which diftance no loundings

have been taken. The current is from north to fouth.

The communication inland is continually kept up by
fledges drawn by dogs: but the travellers are often hur-

ried in whirlwinds of fnow. The coafting trade is carried

on by Bajdou, which are the boats of the country made,

of planks fewn together with whalebone. The north eafl:

coaft of Kamchatka is inhabited by two nations, CoflTacks

and Cfuckfles, enemies of the Ruflians».

Tha
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The different capes of this continent are

Cape Illim, fituated in 58 deg. 36 min. N. lat. and

5 deg. 45 min. long, from Bolfha.

Cape Olata, 59 deg. 30 min. N. lat. and 1 1 deg. o min.

long, from Bolfha.

Cape Suatoi 62 deg. N. lat. and 22 deg. 9 min. long,

from Bolfha.

CHAP, XXXIV.

A DESCRIPTION OF THE ALEUTHES ISLANDS DISCOVERED TO THE
EASTWARD OF KAMCHATKA.

AS all thefe illands which lie further north than 6©
deg. N. lat. are uninhabited, I fhall wave the de-

fcription of them, and only infert them in my chart,

though the Ruffians pretend that the Cfukefies often

land on thefe iflands in their paffage from one continent to

the other. This affertion appears to me to be fo much
the better founded, as having myfelf feen both the capes

at one time, I have no doubt but that thefe emigrations

are continually made. The cape * of the weftern coaft of

America, lies in 63 deg. 15 min. N. lat. and 26 deg. long,

from Bolflia. To the north-caft of this cape lie two
iflands, which it is affirmed were formerly inhabited, but

as they were found without inhabitants in the lafl: expe-

dition of captain Levafcheff in the year 1768, I fhall pafs

them
* This miift have .been Gierke's iflaHd. £ee Cooke's lafl voyage, vol. iii,

Aiiguft I, 1779-
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tHem without further notice, and proceed to more inte-

refting details.

1. The ifland of Barou is fituatcd in 59 deg. N lat. and

23 deg. 13 min. long, from Bollha. No wood grows on

this ifland, but it abounds with beavers and fea wolves.

2. Ala Gifcha Homin, a cape of the continent of Ame-
rica, is fituated in 58 deg. N. lat. and 25 deg. 33 min.

long, from Bolflia. The coall from this cape runs to the

north-weft as far as 59 deg. 45 min. N. lat. The bottom

is very irregular, and ful! of fand-banks and rocks.

3. The ifland of Kadick, fituated in 54 deg. 30 min.

N. lat. and 33 deg. 16 min. long, from Bolfha, is very well

peopled, and abounds with beavers and foxes ; it is full

of fulphur, and the inhabitants have wrought iron, which
they receive in exchange from the continent. * This

ifland is but moderately wooded, and has a river, the en-

trance of which lies from north to fouth, and its depth

between eight and ten feet. During the fummer, a large

quantity of wild geefe and ducks come to this ifland, of

which the inhabitants colled: great ftore. Their navi-

gation is performed in canoes made of fkin. Nine other

illands, all inhabited, arc reckoned in the neighbourhood

of the ifland Kadick, from which they lie to fouthward,

and fouth-fouth-weft. Thefe iflands are frequented by
the armed veffels of the hunters from Ochoczk and Bolfha :

but the account received by a vcflel which returned from
thence in 1769, and brought home fev^ral arrows with

heads of filver, is entirely falfe, as it has been lince dif-

VoL. I. O o covered

* La Grande Terre, America, I fuppofe, the natives of wliich may receive

It by the progrefs of exchange from Hudlbn's Bay, and other pares of the
caftern fxdes of that continent. T.
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covered, that the commander of that expedition caufed

thefe filver heads to be made himfelf, with the view of
obtaming a recompence from government. The truth is

that thefe iflands abound with foxes and beavers, and that

in the year 1770, on the 28th of Oftober, a veflel re-

turned, which had been fitted out by Arfenic Kuzneczow
with nine thoufmd beaver fkins, and three thoufand foxes

ikins. It muft be obferved that the beavers of thefe

iflands are preferable to thofe of Canada, and that each of

thefe beaver fkins fell in China at the price of eighty,

one hundred, or one hundred and twenty roubles, and
for near twice that fum in Japan.

4. Tlie ifland o( Foxes is fituate in 53 deg. 45 min N.
lat. and 31 deg. 28 min. long, from Bolflia : it abounds in

foxes, and is well peopled. The inhabitants know how
to work in iron and copper. They obtain the iron from
the Ruffians, and the copper is the produce of their own
country. This ifland has a very good harbour on the

north-eafl: fide ; but the inhabitants, who have received

amongfl: them many Rufiian deferters, ha^ made prepar-

rations for defending the landinji;. However, tliey are

very willing to trade ; and the Ruffians in this pacific

way obtain, in return for brandy, glafs ware and iron,

and an immenfe quantities of furs.

At a fmall diftance to the north-weft lie four other

iflands, and three to the fouthward. Thefe lafl are fleep

too, and are compofed of a mafs of rocks. The channel

among them is very dangerous ; its direction is fouth-

eaft and north-weft, but the fea is often fo agitated, and
the furt is fo dangerous as to threaten tlic difmafting or

*jverfetting of vcfTcls which may venture through.

5. The
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5. The iiland Armfchud, fituated in 53 deg. o miii.

north latitude, and 29 deg. r4min. longitude from Bolfha,

is likewife well peopled, and contains a regular town

governed by a tajon or chief. In the year 1768 the

crew of an armed vefTel of hunters having found a large

quantity of marcafite and copper ore on this iiland, took

thofe minerals for gold, and fixed their abode there, to

amafs a quantity of riches. Some mifunderftanding

occafioned a war between them and the natives, the event

of which was unfortunate for the Ruflians. Since that

time Mr. Ochotyn, an exile, who deferted from Kam-
chatka, fixed his abode in this ifland, and made himfclf

their chief by having contradled alliances with the natives

of the country.

6. The ifland of Urumufir is fituated in 52 deg.

35 min. North latitude, and 28 deg. 15 min. longitude

from Bolfha : It is very populous, and governed by feveral

tajons, who are all fubje6l to a chief, whom I fhall have

more particular occafion to mention in my journal.

Two other ifland s lie north-eaft of this ifland, and three

others to the north-north-weft.

7. The iflands of Beavers are three iflands called by

the Rufiians Jaflacznie-oftrova, or tributary iflands. The
largeft lies in 58 deg. o min. north latitude, and 26 deg.

45 min. longitude, from Bolfha. This ifland has two

good harbours ; the firft on the eaftern coaft, the entrance

of which is fouth-eaft ; the fccond the weftcrn coaft,

and its entrance north-north-weft. The inhabitants have

been numbered at fix hundred, wlio pay ane thoufand

beaver Ikins as a tribute to the Ruihins.

O o 2 8. The
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8. The ifle of Cows is in 51 deg; 35 min. north lati-

tude, and 24. dcg 45 min. longitude from Bolfha:

This ifland was thus named from the great quantity of

fea-cows which are here found. The flefh of this animal

ferves for provifions to all the veffels of the hunters.

Their teeth are of great value in the commerce witli

China. There are many bays on the coafts of this ifland,

but the water is fhallowj and wood is fcarce. Befides

thefe iflands there are likewife a great number of others

whofe lituation cannot be determined, and are befides of

little confequence, for which reafon I fhall only mention

further,

9. Beering's Ifland, fitiiated in 55 deg. 45 min. north

latitude, and 8 deg. 30 min. longitude, from Bolfha:.

This ifland bears the name of the captain who firft

landed upon it, and ended his life here.

10. The copper ifland fituated in 54 deg. 45 min. N"..

lat. and 9 deg 50 min. long, from Bolfha. This ifland is

fo denominated from the abundance of this * metal, which

the vefTels take in as ballaft, and unload it at Ochoczk,

where I have feen large quantities heaped together from

which no advantage is derived. Having verified the fitu-

ation of fome of thefe iflands myfelf, and being afTured of

their fituation by different journals ; I have fet down no-

thing by guefs ; but the following difcovery has hitherto

remained unknown.
A captain ofa veflel named CufmaKoroftilow, who made

a voyage and returned to Kamchatka, being attacked

with the fcurvy, begged me to make a chart from his

journal, which he put into my hands, and concerning the

truth

* Moftly in a metallic or malleable ftate. Coxe, page 206,



COUNT DF. BENYOWSKY. 285

truth of which I fatisfied myfelf by enquiries of fevcral

perfons who went the voyage with him.

II.. The ifland of Cufma in 48 deg. 45 min. N. lat.

and 23 dcg. long, from Bolfha, is very well peopled and
wooded ; the inhabitants are cloathed in the Chinefc man-
ner, with cloth made of a plant refembling hemp. On
the eaftern fide of this iiland is a mountain, from which
Cufma and others of his people faw land at the diftance

of eight or nine leagues to the eaftward.

12. The ifland of Pearls, in 47 deg. 32 min. N. lat.

and 24 deg. 18 min. long, from Bolflia, is likewife well

peopled, and the inhabitants live together in fociety.

They are armed with iron inftruments and bow-. As
feveral large failing vefltls were feen on the coaft, it may
be prefumed, that there is a communication between this

ifland and that of Cufma. Befides thcfe two iflands^. the

journal of Cufma mentions the difcovery of a great

country, compofed of feveral iilands, which, according

to his eftimate, lie imder the 44th deg. of north latitude,

He moored at one of thefe iflands, which he imagined to-

be about fifty leagues round. His account induced me to^

feek for thefe iflands, and I adually found them in the

-

parallel of 46 deg. 12 min. N. lat. and 10 dcg. 8 min.

long, from Bolfha. Gircumftances unfortunately pre-

vented me from purfuing the difcovery, fo that I can do.

no more than wifli better fuccefs to future navigators..

C FT A P.
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C H A P. XXXIV.

A DESCRIPTION OF THE KURELLES ISLANDS.-

TH E S E iflands are twenty-eight in number : their fi-

tuation is between 51 deg. 30 min. and 45 deg. N.
lat. The three moft northerly depend on Kamchatka;
but all the others are independent.

The prefent is the moft exad; and moft poiitive de-

fcription of thefe iflands ; for I have written nothing but

what is real. The relation of captain Spanberg, and fe-

v^eral others, which I found in the archives of Kamchatka,

fuch as that of the Sieur Walton, lieutenant of a vefTel,

captain Irtifchew, captain Chmitewfkoij lieutenant Sind.

But the manudu6tion of the Sieur Cforni, who frequented

thefe iflands for twenty-five years paft, and carried on an

exclufive commerce, has afforded me every neceffary in-

formation. "^

1. Amphigonon or Alayd, in lat. 51 deg. 30 min. N.
and 359 deg. 30 min. long, from Bolfha, is nothing

but a rocky mountain furrounded with very dangerous

reefs.

2. Sumefu, in 51 deg. 3 min. N. lat. and 30 min. long,

from Bolflia. This ifland is likewife rocky: it has an

harbour on its north fide, in which fmall vefTels may
winter. Some beavers, and a quantity of the fifh called

Kofattka, are found here. Here is plenty of water, and
in winter, the melting of the fiiow forms feveral rivulets.

From

^
* This paragraph is tranflated verbatim.
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From the fouthern point of land we fee the third-

illand.

3. Poromufir, in 50 deg. 52 min. N. lat. and 15 min.

long, from Boliha : it is inaccejGible on account of the

rocks and lunkcn reefs which furroiinded it : no wood
growls here j the natives land in their boats of fkin.

4. Cirinky, in N. lat. 50 deg. 7 min. and 10 min. long,

from Bolflia. On the weftern coaft of this ifland is a very.

fpaciou?. and commodious harbour, in which vefTels may
anchor at ali Icafons. This iilandis very thinly inhabited.

Cedar and birch grow here, and there is no want of fifli,

beavers, and efpecially fea-wolves : feveral frefh fprings

are foMnd in the fouthern part of this illand.

5. Launath, in lat. 49 deg. 43 min. N-. and long. 359
deg. 52 min. from Bolfha. This ifland runs from N. to

S. being five leagues long and three broad. It is only oc-

cafionally inhabited by the Kurelles, who come from tli^

more foutherly illands for the purpofe of catching beavers.

Wood grows on this illand, but it affords no water, and

has no harbour,

6. Trinity in 49 deg. 30 min. N. lat. and 359 deg.

2.1 min. long, from Bolfha, is merely a heap of rocks.

7. Galanth, in 49 deg. 26 min N. lat. and 23 min.

long, from Bolfha. On the weft fide of this ifland is a

very good harbour. It is well wooded, but water is

fcarce; there are abundance of beavers on this ifland, but.

it is not inhabited.

8. Collofle, in 49 deg. 9 min. N. lat. and 359 deg.

33 min. long, from Bolfha, is nothing more than a. heap

of rocks and fand-banks.

9. Rouge
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g. Rouge is a rock in 49 deg. 7 min. N. lat. and 20

min. long, from Bolfha.

10. Sommeil in 48 deg. 50 min. N. lat. and 359 deg.

long, from Bolflia ; it is well wooded and produces a

quantity of poppies, the feed ofwhich being imprudently

eaten by three perfons, whom Cforni had fent a hunting,

threw them into a fleep, which tenninated in death.

11. Volcan, in 48 deg. 40 min. N lat. and 50 min.

long, from Bolllia. The volcano was extinguifhed in the

year 1767, after a great earthquake. The principal en-

virons of the mountain are covered with pumice llones,

together with large lumps of fulphur, and a quantity of

very heavy metal, which has undergone fufion. This
ifland is known by its black appearance.

12. Courbe, in 47 deg. 49 min. N. lat. and 37 min.

long, from Bolfha, is nothing more than a heap of

rocks.

13. Exile, in lat. 48 deg. 40 min. N. and long, i deg.

4 min. from Bolflia. In the year 1757 the Kamchadales
found on this ifland five Kurelles, driven out of their own
country, which caufed them to give this name to the

ifland. It has few inhabitants, and is little better than a

mafs of rocks.

14. L'Agneau, in 48 deg. 27 min. N. lat. and 359 deg.

17 min. long, from Bolfha, is very thinly peopled, but

well wooded. The inhabitants of this ifland are very

well acquainted with trade, and are always provided

with the produce and manufactures of Japan, fuch as

cloths, knives, &c. Thefe iflanders fometimes arrive at

Kamchatka. On the fouth wcfl: fide of the ifland there

is a fmall harbouxt

14. Chien
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14. Chien (Dog ifland) is Htuated in 48 deg. 22 min.

N. lat. and 359 deg. 43 min. long, from BollTba. It has

neither harbour nor frefh water. In the year 1768, Cforni

took fix thoufand eight hundred fea-dogs in the fpace of

four months, from which he gave it its name.

16. Vajvoda, in 47 deg, 30 min. N. lat. and 358 deg.

30 min. long, from Bolfha. This ifland was fo called in

honour of Vajvoda Demetri Nedozilow, who, in the year

1762, fecretly fent a pilot with 12 foldiers to this

ifland, with a view to co]le6t a large quantity of gold,

which common report affirmed to abound in this place.

But as no information had been received in the year 1769
concerning the expedition, Ivan Cforni viHtcd it, and
found no inhabitants. On the fouthern fhore he found
a crofs with an infcription, from which he learned, that

this detachment departed for the iflands Jedzo. This
ifland has no port, and produces no gold, but it abounds

with beavers and fea-cows.

i7.Uligak, in 47 deg. 16 min. N. lat. and i deg. 13
min. long, from Bolfha. On the fouth-weft fide of this

ifland there is an excellent harbour, capable ofreceiving

large veiTels. The ifland is wooded all over, and well

peopled by the Kurelles, who have built a fmall town.

Ivan Cforni carried on a very advantageous trade at this

place, and affured me, that he had at different times

bargained with them for at leaft eighteen pounds of gold

duft, with m2.ny pieces of gold from Japan and Jedzo.

He fliewed me thefe different kinds of gold. That of

Jedzo differs from the Japanefe gold by its very

pale colour. Cforni was of opiniiin that the Japanefe

Moi. I, P p nevei:
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never come to this illand, unlefs forced by ftrefs of

weather.

18. Bouc, in 47 deg. 20 min. N. lat. anjl 359 deg.

5.3 mill. Long, from Boiiha. This iiland was vifited in the

year 1740 by the firft expedition. They found very fine

pearls ; but if there were no finer than thofe I have feen,

they are not worth going for.

19. Chevre, in 46 deg. 50 min. N. lat. and i deg. 34
niin. long, from Bolfha. This ifland has fev/ inhabitants

and no harbour, neither does it poffefs any other advantage.

20. Marikan lies in 46 deg. 40 min. N. lat. and 359
deg. long, from Bolilia. Its length is thirteen leagues

from N. to S, and its breadth is fix. On the fouth-eaft

coaft of this ifland is a very fine harbour. It is inhabited

by bearded Kureiles, whom the Ruffians call Machnati

;

An ore of red copper, containing a large proportion of

gold, was found here in the year 1765. A veffel belong-

ing to the company of a merchant, named Lapin,brought

home more than one hundred quintals of this copper, but

it was confifcated, on pretence that the permifiion of the

governor extended no further than to the commerce of

furs. The inhabitants of this ifiand live together in fo-

ciety. They have cattle, hogs, poultry, &c. All thefe

iflanders are cloathed in the Cliinefe manner ; their fkin

is of a bronze colour, and their food is rice and beef.

. 21. Bereza lies in 45 deg. 35 min. north latitude, and

358 deg. 20 min. longitude from Bolfha. It is of a trian-

gular form, and has an excellent harbour on its north fide.

It is very thinly peopled, and its inhabitants employ them-
felves in the fifhery of beavers and other fea animals, par-

ticularly the wliale, with the oil of which they carry on
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a very advantageous trade with the iflands of Jedzo, re-

ceiving in return gold, clotli, iron, and diffcrnt utenfils.

The inhabitants cultivate rice on this illand. Six other

iilands lie to the weil-north-weft of this, but they are

merely rocks.

2 2. Good Hope, in 45 deg. o min. north latitude, and

356 deg. 30 min. longitude from Bolfha: Its length is 30
leagues from north to fouth, and it has two fine harbours,

one on the north- eaft, and the other on the fouth-weft fide.

In the fouthern part of the ifiand there are two towns
regularly built. In the the year 1764 fome inhabitants

of this illand arrived at Kamchatka, to conclude a treaty

with the Rufiians. The a6ts of the chancery mention that

thefe envoys prefented three fmall facks of leather or

fkin (cuir) filled with gold, and a garment made of birds

feathers. Thefe envoys were put on board the fliip

Elizabeth, in order to go to Peterfburg ; but this fhip

foundered at fea. The ifiand abounds in cattle, rice,

and other vegetable produ6bions. Ivan Cforni intended

to have fixed his refidence in this ifland. He eftimated its

population at 4000 males, capable of bearing arms, which
are a kind of fabre, a lance and a bow. Several Rufliaii

deferters live amongft them, and are greatly efteemed.

The climate is very temperate, and the air wholefbme.

At the diftance of two leagues to the weftward of this

illand the depth of water is thirty-three fathom. *''

The foregoing is the true fituation of the Kurelles

iflands, in which I do not comprehend the iilandsof [edzo,

as the Rufiians ufually do. For thefe laft mentioned
ifiands are inhabited by a civilized people, who have an

^ftablifhed government. I fiiall therefore ipealc of them
P p 2 feparatelv,
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ieparately, and fliall {hew that every thing which has

been written concerning the pretended land or continent

of Jedzo, company's land, &c. ought to be underftood of

thefe iflands of Jedzo.

C H A P, XXXVI>

A DESCRIPTION OF THE ISLANDS OF JEDZO.

1^ Very navigator, at a diftance from thefe ifland?,

,

"*—' would fuppofe them to be one continued tradof

land. This circumftance has led the Hollanders into

the greateft miftakes ; and the miflionaries of China have

given us fo many fabulous relations concerning them,

that it is fcarcely poiTible to draw any conclufion. As my
enquiries concerning then produced information grounded

upon real difcoveries, I fhall proceed to give a defcripticn

of them.

I. Kawith Jdzon, in 45 deg. 5 min. north latitude,

and 353 deg. o min. longitude from Bolfha. This

ifland is very populous, and has three very excellent

harbours on its fouthern fide. It is every where very

well wooded, and in its fouthern part flands the town of

Matza, which is built of wood. In this town refiJes a

chief, fubordinate to Kunafchir Jdzo, the fovereign of

all the illands, who refides in the ifland Kunafchiran.

The town conlifts of more than 2000 houfes, and is

defended by feveral fmall forts, conftrudied of wood, and

furrounded
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furroimded by ditches. Silver and copper mines are

wrought in this illand, and here it is that the red peark

are fifhed, and are regularly, in the months of May and
Odober, exchanged, with the Japanefe merchants, who
arrive at thofe periods, for cloth, and other ftufFs of filk,

as well as for iron tools and arms. y

The Japanefe were formerly at war with the inhabitants

of Jdzon, but, fince the year 1762, peace feems to be
well eftablifhed between them. Thefe iflandcrs have

large barks,- in which they fail to Korea, China, and

Japan. In the year 1758, a- RufHan pilot, named
Maftlow, who was fhipwrecked on the Kurelles iflands,

was fold by the inhabitants to Kawith, and knew fo well

how to recommend himfelf to the fevor of their chief,

that he was promoted- to the rank of Befales, or com--

mander of the troops. This Maftlow, in the year 1768,
wrote a letter to the governor of Kamchatka, in which he'

advifed him to open a trade with this country. His -letter'

came to hand by the way of the Kurelles, bu-t the governor,

being perfuaded that it was a forged bufinefs ot forne of

the Ruffian merchants, defpifed the invitation, and the

coffack who brought the letter from the Kurelles was
thrown into prifon, and beat with the batogh as a reward-

for his zeal.

2. Cfulgan Jdzon is fi.tuated in- 43 deg. 27 min. nortlr

latitude, and 352 deg., 58 min. longitude- from Bollha.

This ifland is twenty leagues in length from eail to weft,

and iix leagues in breadth from north to fouth.- Captain

Spanneberg, in the year 174I) was in fight of this ifland,

but did not approach it. It is equal in fertility to

Kav/ith, and . its name is derived from a word denoting

coppcr3'
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•copper, with which it abounds. For Cfulgu denotes

copper. On the northern fide of this ifland there is a

town and harbour. The name of the town is Tchouppou
Jdzon, which denotes the town of the Sun.

3. Maanas Jdzon lies in 44. deg, o min. north latitude,

and 351 deg. o min. longitude from Bolflia. Its length

from north-eaft to fouth-weft is thirty- eight leagues, and

its breadth is from twelve to feventeen leagues. In

the year 1743, a pilot, named Novodzikow, who is flill

living at Kamchatka, landed on this ifland in a Bajdara.

He informed mc, that he had received, in exchange for

an old hat, two pieces of gold ftruck with a mark,

which weighed together two ounces and a half. I

verified this fad: by confulting the regifters of the chan-

cery. The two pieces were fent to Peterfburg. This

Novodzikow was very civilly received, and difmifled by

by the inhabitants ; but a fhort time afterwards lieutenant

Walton came to the ifland, with a double fliallop, and

fome excefTes, committed by his crew, occafioned them all

to be cut off. There is likewife a very good harbour and

town on the fouth-fide of the ifland ; this lafl: is called

Ouratilkiva Jdzon, or red town ; it is well peopled, car-

ries on a brifk trade, and is fubjed: to Kunafchir.

4, Kunafchir Jdzon, called by the RufTians Zelenoi-

oflrow, or green ifland, is fituated in 42 deg. 30. min.

north latitude, and 350 deg. 35 min. longitude from

Bolflia. It extends from north-eafl to fouth-wefl: fixty-

five leagues in length, and its breadth varies from twenty-

eight to twelve leagues. On the northern part of the

ifland is a very excellent harbour ; into the bottom of

which runs a iinc river, though fhallow. Several bays on

the
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dieweftern coaft afford a very good pearl iifLcry. Tlic prin-

cipal town on this illand is called Kunafhiran, in which

the king of the country relides. There are feveral other

towns of lefs magnitude on this ifland : Kunafliir Matza,

on the fouth weft fide of the illand ; Kunafhiraapi in the

centre, and Kunafliir Orgiitt on the eaflern coaft. The re-

lations of Spanneberg affirm, that he faw more than two

hundred vcftels or boats oft" the iftand.

In the year 1769 the court of Pcterftjurgh fent to the

iOands Jedzo two young men, named Antippe, Tartarino

and Ottiafow, who had learned a few Japanefe words at

Irkuczk ; but no news was heard of them during the

whole time of my ftay in thefe parts. The beft founded

notion that I could obtain of this ifland is, that it is regu-

larly governed by a king; that ftrangers on their arrivaj

are obliged to eftablifh themfelves there by marriage, and

are carefully watched. It is evident that their riches

muft be immenfc, and their force, conlifting of armed,

men, conftderable ; ftnce this iftand proved able to rcfift-

the emperor of Japan for a feries of years.

5. Fiaftl Kamoni Jdzon, or health of God, is- fituated

in 41 deg. 10 min. north latitude, and 348 deg. o min.

longitude from Bollha. This iftandis very populous, audits

government is regularly adminiftered, fubjecl to Kunalchir.

Horfes have been feen on this iftand. The inhabitants

are always in arms on account of their differences with the

Koreans, notwithftanding which the commerce between

thefe two nations is carried on without interruption,

though the medium of the iftand of Matzumay. There

are two towns on this iftand, one to the fouth and the

other to the weft.

6. Matzumay
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6. Matzumay is fituated in 41 deg. 30 min. north lati-

tude, and 347 deg. longitude, from Bolflia. Its length

from north-eaft to fouth-weft is forty leagues, and its

breadth from eaft to weft is twenty-feven leagues. This

ifland has two good harbours, one on the north and the

other on the fouth fide. It is interfe£ted by feveral fine

rivers. The capital town is on the weft part of the ifland,

and likewife bears the name of Matzumay. This ifland

has been conquered by the Japanefc, who maintain a gar-

rifon of three thoufand rnen here, befides which there are

more than fourteen hundred Japanefe exiles, condemned
to the works. Moft of the natives of the ifland retired to

Kunafliir after the conqueft.

The Dutch company, in the year 1754, propofed to

the Emperor of Japan to make a voyage to the northward

.of his country, under his |good pleafure, and to conquer

the iflands -ofJedzo : but the Emperor was fo far from ac-

cepting their propofal, that he forbad the Hollanders to

think of it, on pain of being excluded from their com-
merce.

The foregoing fhort detail contains all that can be faid

or written, confiftently with truth, concerning the pre--

tended land of Jedzo or company" s land^

CHAP.
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CHAP. XXXVII.

A SUPPLEMENT TO THE DESCRIPTION OF THE COAST OF TARTAR?
AND THE ISLAND SAGHALIN.

THE gulph of Uda, formed by cape Allangaddi, is

fituated in 54 deg. lomin. north latitude, and 345
deg. 15 min, longitude from Bolflia; and extending to

the northward of the entrance of the river Amour, is

filled with fmall iflands, which fhut up its entrance.

The mouth of the river Amour lies in 52 deg. 50
min. north latitude, and 346 deg. o min. longitude, from
Bolfha. The Koreans call this river Saghalin, and its

courfe extends near five hundred leagues into the country.

It is capable of receiving veflels of the greateft burden.

Its entrance is due fouth, in which are fifteen fmall iflands

forming a bay, which abounds in pearls. The fouthcrn

part of this bay is Cape Vafitua, in 52 deg. 20 min.
north latitude, and 347 deg. 5. min. longitude, from Bolfha.

The importance of this river to Ruilia is of the higheft

magnitude ; for by means of one of its branches a com-
munication may be had with Mandfchou, and by the

fecond as far as TeifTou, fituated on the gulph of

Pekin.

Saghalin ifl-'nd lies to the caftward of the entrance

of the river Amour: the center of the ifland is in 52
deg. o min. north latitude, and 349 deg. o min. longitude,

from Bolfha. Its length from north to fouth is fixty-nine

leagues, and its breadth from eafl; to weft from fifteen to

Vol. I. Q^q twenty
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twenty leagues. It is interfe6led by feveral rivers, and

has excellent bays and harbours. In the year 1761
there were reckoned four fmall towjis inhabited by the

Gilakes, an independant people, who trade with the

Ruffians and Koreans. This ifland produces the moft beau-

tiful furs, which are fables and foxes fkins. The northern

part is mountainous and wild, but the country to the

fouthward is beautiful. To the northward of this ifland

is another fmall ifland called the glafs ifland, (du Verrc)

in 54 deg. 30 min. north latitude, and 350 deg. o min.

longitude from Bolflia It abounds with talc, but is a.

defert.
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CONTINUATION

OF THE

MEMOIRS of the COUNT DE BENYOWSKY

:

Being a Jo u r n a l of his Voyage by Sea, from the

Peninfula of Kamchatka to Canton in China.

ON the nth of May, 1771, 1 went oil b6ard the

corvette St. Peter and St. Paul, in the port of

Bolfha, where I made the following diftributions for the

fea-fervice, and caufed twenty ports to be cut in

the fide of the vefTel for cannon, twelve of which were

of wood.

CCJ.I Q^q ^ Myfelf
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Myfeir, Count de Benyowfky, Commander in Chief,,

Count Cruftiew fecond.

(QUARTERS.
After Guard.
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2>6oo lb. of gunpowder.

200 lb. Weight of bullets.

800 lb. Salted flefli.

1,200 lb. Salted iifh.^

jyooo lb. Dried iifli,

1,400 lb. Whale oil,

200 lb. Sugar.

500 lb. Tea.

4,000 lb. Damaged flour.

40 lb. Butter.

113 lb. Cheefe.

6,coo lb. Different pieces of iron work,
X20 Grenades,

900 Cannon ball.

50 lb. Sulphur.

200 lb. Saltpetre.

1,200 lb, (the word wanting in the manufcrlpt.)

36 Butts of water.-

I 26 Chefts of lurs.

14 Anchors, and fundry cor<iage, witft- change •>

of fails.

One fhallop and one canoe.

The corvette drawing eight feet eleven inches and

eig-ht iect five inches of water.

At eleven in the forenoon I caufed divine, fervice to be

celebrated, according to the rites of the Greek church.

Te Deum was chaunted, and afterwards the whole com-

pany renewed their oath of obedience to my orders : at

jive in the evening dropped down the river and moored

at the entrance.

Plate V. figure i. contains a plan of the river's mouth,

Thurfdav,
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Thurfday the 12th of May, weighed anchor, and after

fetting the hoftages at liberty, failed out of the harbour

on a fouthern courfc. A very light breeze from north-

north-weft.

The day being hazy, and almoft calm, anchored on
the bank: depth ofwater from three fathoms and a quarter

to three and a half; coarfe greenifh fand. At four o'clock

a breeze fpringing up, fet fail, and paflcd between the

two banks. The veffel ftuck in a floating piece of ice,

which we broke by firing a cannon ball againft it. From
the quarter-mafter's report, all well, fix inches water in

the hold, at two hours and a half. Latitude failed fi-om,

52 degrees, 32 minutes; longitude failed from, 359
degrees, o minutes; latitude in, 51 degrees, 34 minutes ;

longitude in, 358 degrees, 36 minutes from Bolfha ;

wind north-north-weft ; current from fouth to north ;

courfe fouth.

Friday May the 13th, clofe cloudy weather, with a

ftrong breeze from north-north-weft, foundings from 16

to 24 fathom ; fine greenilli fand. A heavy fca from
the north-weft. We held on our courfe to the fouthward,

in the evening reefed our top-fails. At day-break we
difcovered the rock Alayd to the weftward, of which
figure 2, plate V, is a view. At nine A. M. a con-

fultation was held refpedling the courfe to be failed. I

propofed to moor near one of the Kurelles iftands, to

colled: fome provifions and bake bread ; and the com-
pany declared their readinefs to acquiefce in whatever I

might judge proper.

According to tJie quarter-mafter's report, every one on
board in good health. Latitude failed from, 51 degrees

34
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34 minutes; longitude failed from, 358 degrees, 36
*minutes ; latitude in, 50 degrees, 27 minutes; longitude

in, 359 degrees, 15 minutes, from Bolflia. Wind north--

north-weft ; current from north to fouth ; courfe fouth-

fouth-eaft.

Saturday May the 14th, among the Kurelles iHands,

clofe hazy weather, with fnow, and a conliderable irregular

fwell. Saw feveral whales purfued by the fword-iifh. A
very ftrong current obferved from north to fouth ; kept

on a fouth-fouth-eaft courfe, having two iflands in light

:

that on the larboard bearing fouth-fouth-eaft, and on the

ftarboard fouth-weft one quarter fouth. (See plate 6.

N'^ 2.) The light of thefe iflands occafioned fome dif-

turbance ; for feveral of the company rcquefted me to

come to an anchor ; and as they thought proper to threaten

me upon my not attending to their demand, I put two
under confinement, and determined not to come to anchor

at the Kurelles iflands, for fear of fome mutinous confe-

quences. In the middle of the channel between thefe

two illands our foundings v/ere 23 fathom, fine land, and

grcenifh coral. About fix in the evening the wind in—

creafed ; fhortened fail during the night, and at day-

break difcovered a bajdara or boat of the country, which

made for the Ihore at fight of us. Many birds in fight,

flying from fouth to north. Latitude failed fi-om, 50.

degrees, 27 minutes north; longitude failed from, 359
degrees, 15 minutes ; latitude in, 50. degrees, 15 minutes ;.

longitude in, o degrees, 30 minutes, from Bolfiia. Wind.^

weft ; current from north to fouth ; courfe fouth-eaft, , ig.}

degrees, 37 minutes.

Sunday^,
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Sunday May the 15th, clofe foggy weather; a ftrong

fteady breeze, with a great fwell of the fea in the evening

;

carried away the end of the main-yard. People employed

making okum and fmall cordage. Obferved fome floating

weed and fome whales.

According to the quarter-mafter's report, the whole

company in good health. One butt of water ftarted.

Latitude failed from, 50 degrees 15 minutes ; longitude

failed from, o degrees 30 minutes ; latitude in, 51 degrees

21 minutes; longitude in, 3 degrees 54 minutes, from

Boliha. Wind weft ; current from fouth-wefl to nortli-

eaft ; courfe north-eaft, 57 degrees 39 minutes.

Monday, May the i6th, clofe cloudy weather with

much fnow ; variable winds. This day Ifmailow was

accufed of having made a feditious propofal to the two

Kamchadales : he was ordered into confinement upon

bread and water.

According to the report, fix men and one woman fick ;

latitude failed from, 51 degrees 21 minutes; longitude

failed from, 3 degrees 54. minutes ; latitude in, 52 de-

grees 34 minutes; longitude in, 5 degrees 30 minutes,

from Bolfha. Wind weft ; current from fouth to north
;

courfe north-eaft one quarter north.

Tuefday, May the 17th, weather fomewhat clear, with

uncertain winds, the fun appearing at intervals. Towards

evening rain and fnow ; took feveral cod-fifh ; faw

whales fwimming from fouth to north, with feveral

flights of birds from eaft to weft. In the night the wind
frefliened with a eonfiderable fwell of the fea.

According to the report, four perfons fick ; latitude

•{ailed from, 52 degrees 34 minutes; longitude failed

froHij
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from, 5 degrees 30 minutes; latitude in, 54. degrees 15
minutes north; longitude in, 6 degrees 58 minutes, from

Bolfha. Wind weft one quarter north ; current from
fouth to north ; courfe north-eaft.

Wednefday, May the i8th, clofe foggy weather, with

fnow and rain ; great quantities of floating weed round
the fhip, of which we colledlcd a quantity, to fervc in

cafe of neceflity ; faw feveral black eagles ; employed this

day in repairing the fhallop and fmall boat, and cleaning

our arms.

According to the report, four perfons flck ; latitude

failed from, 54 degrees 15 minutes; longitude failed

from, 6 degrees 58 minutes; latitude in, 55 degrees 19
minutes north; longitude in, 7 degrees 54 minutes from

Bolftia. Wind weft ; current from fouth-eaft to north-*

weft; courfe north, one quarter eaft.

Thurfday, May the 19th, the i(le Beering in ftght

;

hazy weather. By a good obfervation I determined the

latitude of this ifland to be 55 degrees 15 minutes north,

and its longitude 8 degrees o minutes, from Bolllia. I

came to an anchor, at the diftance of half a league from,

the weftern coaft, in 28 fathom water, coarfc fand and

{hells. As foon as we had brought to, I fent the fmall

boat with Mr. Panow and ten armed aflbciates, to examine

the ifland, with orders, that when they had found a

place of fhelter, to let me know by three fires, and fend

the canoe immediately for me ; but in cafe they found

any'veffel in the harbour or road, they were dircded to

come back without landing. After his departure 1 hove

lip the anchor, and fuffered the vefiel to drive tow.irds the

ifland. At the diftance of a quarter of a league the wind

Vol. I. R r ftickened
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llackened, and forced me to come to. We fooii obferved

the fignal, and approached a bay, in which I found a

very good bottom at 50 fathom ; the fmall boat having

C'jme back, was fent to take the foundinSs after whicli

we moored in 8 fathom water.

According to the report, two fick ; latitude failed from^,

55 degrees, 19 minutes j longitude failed trom, 7 de-^

grees, 54 minutes ;, latitude in, 55 degrees, 19 minutes,

north ; longitude in, 8 degrees, o minutes, from Bolflia,.

Wind fouth and calm ; current from fouth to north ;,

courfe north and eaft.

Friday, May the 2.0th, at anchor in a bay on the coaft

of the ifland of Bcering ; the weather fine and calm. Al-
though Mr. Panow had afTured me that he found na
perfon upon the ifland, I neverthelcfs. fent a party to

make difcoverics, and fent another party on fhore to con -

ftru6l a cabin and ovens, to bake our bread. Having de-

termined to go on fhore myfelf, I gave orders, for cleaning:

the tiers, and airing our provifions; after, which I em-
barked in the fmall boat, with fix of the afTociates, and.

made a fketch of the bay as exhibitedin plate.V. figure 3.

When I came on fhore I had a tent fet up, and about;

five in tlie evening the party who had been fent upon dif-

covery, returned, and related, that at the diftance of a,

league from the bay they had difcovered a cabin in which.-

they fcund a dog, and underneath a tub a letter, which
they brought me. Mr. Kuzncczow, the commander of

the party, affured me. that he had likewife found four,

barrels of whale oil in the cabin, with ten or twelve,

quintals of faltcd fifh. He added, that, in his opinion,

there were certainly people upon the ifland, becaufe he.

had



COUNT DE BENYOWSKY. 307

had obferv^ed recent traces on the fnow, and a bath newly
conftru^ted. To clear up my doubts I read the letter,

which is as follows :

" Health to all thofe who may arrive on this ifland.

I inform them that the f[:iip Elizabeth, which left the

port of Ochoczk in the year i 769, under my command,
remained at this illand a whole year, alter having re-

ceived much damage by tempefts. After this long flay,

being afl'ured that all our attempts to put her into a

fituation to carry us home were ufelefs, we broke her

up, and built boats out of her materials, in which I

am about to proceed on a voyage towards the ifland,

which lies to the eaflvvard, in hopes of finding fome

veffel, in which myfelf and crew may return. Writteci

January 24, 1771.
*' Ivan Ochotyn, Captain.
*' Baltasa Balakirow, Pilot."

On the fouthern part of the illand Mr. Kuzneczow
found likewife five croffes eredted, one of which bore the

following infcrlption :

" To the honour of God aud St. Nicholas, in the year

" 1769, on the 28th of April, this crofs was ereded by
" Peter Kreniczin, commander of the expedition ftnt tor

*' the difcovery of California."

This laft difcovery was not of any confcqusncc, but

the difcovery of a fpecies of turnips and very good garlick

w^as extremely ufeful to us, as well as the proviiion of

faked filli and whale oil. With rcfpc6l to the letter, after

mature examination, 1 was convinced that the writing

was frefli : feveral refledlions led me to recoiled:, that I

had aften heard fpeak of this Ochotyn, who was reported

R r 2

'

at
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at Oclioczk to have become a pirate. To clear up my
doubts, I enquired of my companions whether any of

them knew Ochotyn, and feveral of them immediately

informed me, that Ochotyn was not a Ruffian, and that

havino- feized the fhip he commanded, and perfuaded his

crew to follow his fortune, he had fettled in the Aleuthes

illands, where during the lafl two years he had taken

other Ruffian fhips, whofe crews had placed themfelves

under his command: fo that the number of Europeans

under him muft amount to more than one hundred, be-

sides that a number of the iflanders had nominated him

their chief. Upon this information I concluded, that

Ochotyn, or at leaft fome of his party were on the ifland ;,

in confequence of which I chofe five of our company,

whom I fent out feparately, well armed and fupplied

with provifion, and likewife a letter of invitation ad-

dreffiid to Ochotyn or the people of his party : to prevent

any unlucky mifchance, I gave orders for a ftridt look out

both on fhore and on board.

According to the report, the whole company in good,

health.

Saturday the 21ft, at Beering's ifland^ in the bay St.

Maurice, lb named by my companions ; fine weather,,

and the fnow melting. This day the flour was brought

on fbore, and we began to bake bread in. five ovens we

had built. My companions built me a commodious cabin.

This day I difpatched twenty-two of the people to carry

the faked fiffi and whale oil on board : fix men were fent

to cut v/ood, and the carpenter Nikita repaired the main

yard. Ja the evening fent on board twenty-four barrels

of frefh water, four cords of fire-wood, and part of the

fiilted
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felted fiHi, with a cafk of garlick, and a quantity of roots.

The night paffed without dffturbance, but at five in the

morning 1 was awakened by Mr. Cruftiew, who informed

me that he had heard feveral fhot fired to the fouthward

of the ifland. I immediately went out of my cabin, and
heard feveral other fuccellive reports ; on which I gave

immediate orders to beat an alarm, and was joined by
twenty of the people from on board. To difcovcr what
had happened, as well as to affift thofe who had been dif-

patched the evening before, I gave orders to Mr. Wyn-
bladth to embark with fixteen men in the fhallop, and-

proceed to the fouthern point of the bay, in order to ob-

ferve more eafily from whence the noife might proceed.

After having difpatched him, I left the command to Mr,
Gruftiew, and embarked in the fmall boat myfelfwith tight

of our people. We foon paffed the fhallop, and on our ar-

rival at the fouth point I perceived a bajdara, which rowed

towards us, with five people on board. On their ap-

proach we perceived they were RuiTians, and one of them
hallowed, and told us that he had a letter for the com-
mander of the corvette St. Feter. They foon came up
with us, and gave me the letter which I read, and pro-

pofed to them to come on board my vcffeL They agreed

to this, and declared that their general had ordered them.

to come on boardj which we accordingly did at ten

o'clock precifely.

On my arrival I found my people in the greatcft con«

fufion. Mr. Stephanow informed me that he had difco-

vered a mutiny, by means of Alcxi Andreanow. Upon;
€xamination I heard that Mr. Ifmailow, with his friend

Zablikow and fift<^en others, had entered into an oath ta^-

feizs
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feize the firft opportunity, 'vvhcn the greateft part of the

people fhoiild be on fliore and myfclt on board, to fccurc

finy perfon, and afterwards return to Kamchatka; but, in

fcafe they could not carry this project into effe6l, that they

:jfliould alialTinate me, fet fire to the vcffel, and quit the

ifland in the fhallop. The depofition of Andreanow
.was confirmed by Popow and Rabalow. I therefore im-

. mediately armed thofe perlbns on whom I could place the

moft dependence, and afterwards muflered the whole

company, to whom I expofed the authors of the plot.

Thefe were immediately put in irons, and carried on

fhore to be tried by a council which I nominated, and

over which Mr. Cruftiew was appointed to prefide.

After this bufinefs was finifhed, I direfted my attention

to fhew every civility to the perfons who brought

Mr. Ochotyn's letter. \i,,,

According to the report, one perfon fick and nineteen

prifoners.

Sunday, May the 2 2d, in the bay of St. Maurice, at

Beerings ifie ; weather fqaally, with rain ; wind fouth-

iveft. At three o'clock my adjutant prefented to me a

memorial in the name of the whole company, requefting

that Mr. Ifmailow and the Kamchadale Parenczin, with

his wife, fhould be fet on fhore and abandoned in the

ifiand, and that the others, who had been feduced by

them, fhould be punifned with fifty lalhes, and after-

wards reftored to their fundions, firft renewing their oath

of obedience. I complied with this general requeft the

more willingly, as it was an objedt of great confequence

to give an example and eftablifh my authority by this pro-

ceeding. After I had fent my orders on fhore in writing

to
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to Mr; Cruftiew, I communicated the contents of the

letter I had received to the whole company ; it was as

follows

:

" Health to the brave and intrepid commander of the.

vefTel St. Peter and all his company.
"- Dear friends and companions, we heard with much.
joy of your happy arrival on this illand. The men.
whom you fent to find us have informed us ot your

" whole intentions, and we have detained them lefs

" as hoftages than as friends, whom v/e are defirous of,

" fending back with proviiions, which you muft be in

" want of. Permit our companions who bring this letter

to go on board your fhip ; it is probable they may
meet with fome acquaintance, which would be very-

agreeable fo us.' We entreat tlie commander to inform.

us, whether he thinks proper to confent.toa conference.

with us, and for this purpofe we. pray, that he wilil

fend back our companions, and inform us of the place

" of rendezvous. We wifh you all profperity, and rc--

" commend ourfelves to your friendiliip. Adieu.
" Jean Ochotyn,

" in the name of the company."
After having heard the different opinions refpeding

what VvMs the moft proper to be done, I determined to

fend back one of the five with my anfwer, and ' to keep the

other four until the return of my own people. Jvjy letti;r

was conceived in the following.terms

:

"I cannot exprefs the. fatislacrion which I received

" from the information of your refidence on this iiland.

" The condud: and behaviour of the famous Ochotyn have
*' fecured him my efteem for this year paft, and norhiiTg

prevents

((

cc

((

((

if.
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" prevents my feeing him and affuring him of my
" friendfliip,

" Do not attribute the precautions which I require

** for our interview to miftruft; but perfuade yourfelf that

** an excefs of prudence is hurtful only to men who are

** dcllitute of courage. I require therefore, that to-mor-
" row, at fix o'clock, Mr. Ochotyn fhall repair with four

" of his people to the fouthern point of the bay, where I

" will corae at the fame hour, with an equal number ;

" as foon as we come in fight of each other, we will lay

" down our arms and join company.
" Maurice Auguft."

This day was employed in carrying on board the bifcuit

which our people had made out of the damaged flour.

Towards the evening, I permitted fix of our afTociates

to go on a hunting expedition, with orders to return at

fix in the morning. Mr. Meder returned on board, and

brought with him feveral nuts and fome pieces of cam-

phor wood, which had been wrought ; he found thefe on

the fhore. About eleven o'clock we found the cable was

cut, and weighed the anchor with great difficulty. At

five in the morning I fired three guns, and leaving the

command of the veffel in the hands of Mr. Panow, I cm-

barked in the fhallop with four affociates. At three

quarters after five I arrived at the point, where I found

Mr. Ochotyn on fhore, by whom I was very politely re-

ceived. He was a handfome figure, thirty-fix years of

age, and fpoke very good German and French. After

the firfl civilities he related his hiftory and adventures,

- which deferve a particular narration. I fhall confine

myfelf, however, to the fubftanee, which is as follows ;

Mr.
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Mr. Ochotyn was a man of family in Saxony, and fcrved

under the Emprefs Elizabeth, in the lank of Captain, in

the regiment of Smolenfkoi, which he left for the em-
ployment of Adjutant to General Apraxin. When that

General was arrefted, by order of the Emprefs, he was
himfelf likewife fent to prifon, with Mr. Baron Klufewfky,

who is ftill an exile at Jakutzk, under the name of Fifkin.

Mr. Ochotyn was not delivered from prifon until he was
fent as an exile into Siberia. On his arrival at Jakutzk, he

obtained"^ the favour of being fent to Ochoczk, where he

engaged himfelf on board a fhip fitted out for catching

beavers. He made two voyages in thisveffel, but, during

the third, having fecured the attachment of fifty of the

crew, he feized the vefTel at the Aleuthes iflands, with
which he made prize of two others, whofe crews joined

his fortune. His party at firft confifted of one hundred
and thirty-four determined men, able to contend with the

maritime force of Ochoczk. Eighteen months afterwards

he had the good fortune to eftablifh himfelf on one of the

largeft of the Aleuthes iflands, where he formed con-

nections, by means of the marriages of his companions
with the girls of the country. The dependence he could

place on the friendfhip of the natives of thefe iflands had
determined him to form colonies 5 but, as he was without

the neceflary arms and utenfils, he had determined to

vifit Kamchatka and Ochoczk, with the intention of ut-

terly deftroying thefe two eftablifhments, and carrying off

every thing which he might find fuitable to his purpofes.

After he had finifiied his explanation, he propofcd to

me to join forces in the execution of this proje6t of emi-

nent vengeance, which we had both equal reafons for

Vol. I. S f being
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being defirous of. In anfwer to this dire<ft propofal^ I

replied, that I was highly mortified that it was not in my*

power to comply with his intentions, becaufe my fituatiorr

required a Ipeedy return to Europe; befides which, 1

reprclentcd to him that his preieiit iorce was fufficieiit tof

infure the iuccefs of his enterprize. But as he was de-

termined to form colonies in the iflands, I advifed him to

addrefs himfelf to fome European power, to obtain their

fupport ; for which purpofe I offered him my fervices,-

Thefe refledlions appeared reafonable to him,- and he ac-

cepted my offers, as I fliall notice more amply in its

place. On my part, 1 gave him a faithful account o£.

my adventures, and we fwore friendiliip to each other,.

After which, we feparated ; he to join his companions,

and myfclf to return on board, where I found every thing-

in perfedl order^

N. B. The family of Mr. Ochotyn is known in Saxony

by the name of Leuchtenfeld, and he referred, in proof of

his affcrtion, to Baron Laffert, a Pruffian ofHcer, who was

exiled to Kolima, and returned to Europe ia 1760, in

ccnfequence of the preffmg reclamation which was made
by his Majcfty the King of Pruffia*

Monday May the 23d, 1771, in the bay St. Manrrce,

in Beering's liland, clear weather, wind S. W. the whole

day was employed ia repairing the veffel. At three

o'clock a canoe arrived from Mr. Ochotyn, with a pre-

fent of one hundred and fifty fine beaver fkins, in return

for which I fent him two hundred pounds of gunpowder,

one hundred pounds of lead, and a confiderable quantity

of iron work, &c. but the moft acceptable prefent to Mr.
Ochotyn's
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Ochotyn's people was, two hundred and forty clh of clotrh

and twenty-five facks of fiour.

In the evening I fent on board twenty-two facks of

bifcult and two cafks of fait fifh. In the night I vifitcd

Mr. Ochotyn, in company with Mr. Panow ; we found

fix cabins well built, and defended by a pallifadc, flanked

with four fmall cannon. He was feated near a fire, with

thirty-five alTociates. Tea was firft ferved up, and after-

wards we employed the whole night in converfation, and

in drawing up letters, which he gave me, with a view to

-determine fome European power to afilft his projeds.

At day break I took my leave, and returned on board at

eight o'clock. At ten, I aflembled the whole company,

and propofed quitting the ifland to continue our voyage

to China, from which place we might moft conveniently

return to Europe. Upon this propofil, the company re-

quefted time to confider, and their refolution was post-

poned till the following day.

According to the report, the whole company in good

health.

Tuefday May 24th, in the bay of St. Maurice, at the Ifie

of Beering, foggy weather, wind difpofed to fqualls from

the fouthward. At two in the afternoon my adjutant pre-

fented three deputies from the company, who informed

me, that the refolution of the fociety was taken, and that

they were determined to feek a paflage to the northward

of Kamchatka, as the feafon, being fummer, afilirsd our

•fuccefs, and even fuppofing we fhould find inlurmoun-

table obftaclcs, we fliould be always able to reach the

continent of America. To this reprefentation, as I had

underftood from my intimate friends that the company

S f 2 was
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u-as refolved to follow their plan in fpite of me, I con-

fentedj becaufe unwilling openly to oppofe their decifion.

For a great part of the company, after having refledcd

on what had happened at Kamchatka, might probably

have repented, and have been difpofed to adl treachcroufly

towards me, as the neighbourhood of Kamchatka would
facilitate ail their attempts.

In the evening I received advice from Mr. Ochotyn,

that Mr. Stephanow had written to him, acquainting

him, that he himfelf, together with a party of our aflb-

ciates, w^ere refolved to enter into his troop ; in confe-

quencc of which Mr. Ochotyn advifcd me to quit the

ifland as foon as pofiible, and aflured me, that in cafe of

a revolt, he would aflift me in punifhing the guilty. In

confequence of this advice, I muftered the whole com-
pany, and declared to them that I fhould not follow

their plan but with regret, as I was perfuaded, that it

would lead us into misfortunes, which it was now in our

pov,'er to avoid. I affured them that I did not think it

pofTible to double the cape Tfukcfi, and that, when the

cafterly monfoon failed, we might find it impofiible to

reach the coaft of America; but that as I was determined

to facrificc my private opinions to the wi£h of the com-*

pany, which fhould at all times be my law, I would
fatisfy their exped:ation, though at the fame time I

thought it neceffary to warn the fociety, that I had well-

founded rcafons to fufpe6l that fome among them. were

engaged in a defign prejudicial to our common interefts,

and that I forebore mentioning the leaders, merely with

the hope that it would caufe them to return to their duty,

a;nd that they ought to attribute my lenity to this motive.

Being
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Being tlms determined to quit the ifland with the fiifl

"Wind, T fent a party on fhore to ered: a crofs with the

'following infcription :

" May the 24th, 1771. Maurice Aiiguft Aladar de
<* Benyowfzky, after his happy deliverance from exile at

'* Kamchatka, caufed this crofs to be eredcd during his

•* flay at this ifland."

At ten o'clock Mr. Stephanow afked leave to fpeak

with me in private. When I had admitted him into my
cabin, he informed me that he had difcovered a plot'

againft me, and that he was refolved to quit me no more,

but look to my prefervation. I expreffed my furprize at

this, and freely declared, that if I had apprehended any

thing, I fhould have arrefted him the firft, as I had fuf-

ficient proofs againft him ; but that as I was not of a timid -

difpofition, he was indebted, for his fafety, to my con-

tempt. After this anfwer I communicated the letter of

Mr. Ochotyn to him, and informed him, that I fhould

be difpofed to forget every thing, and would not afk him
even to name his accomplices, provided he ihewed a

proper repentance, and gave me no occafion to recolledl

his criminal difpofition, and, as a proof how far my
delicacy to him proceeded, I would promife to keep his

behaviour a profound fecret, left he fhould be univerfally

defpifed, upon its being known. The firmnefs with

which I fpoke to him overcame him, and he threw him-
felf at my feet, acknowledging himfelf guilty, and im-^

ploring my forgivenefs, which Igranted.

According to the report, all well.

Wednefday, May the 25th, clofe cloudy weather ; the

ifland covered with fogs j wind vajriable, between fouth •
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and weft; A fouth-fouth-vvGft wind in the offihg. S€jt

fail. At three hoifted in the fhallop and fmall boat, and

direded our courfe to the northward. In the evening the

wind changed from fouth to eaft. In the morning the

northernmoft point of the ifland bore from eaft to eaft^

one quarter fouth.

According to the report, all well ; latitude in, 55
degrees, 58 minutes ; longitude from Bol (ha, 7 degrees,

56 minutes. Wind fouth, fouth-fouth-weft and fouth-

fouth-eall ; current fouth-eaft ; courfe north.

Thurfday, May the 26th, clear weath-er, with fnow"

atiintervals, but freezing, A heavy fwell from fouth-

weft. In the evening faw fome pieces of floating wood
with ice upon them. At the clofe of the night faw

feveral flights of birds, direding their courfe from north

to fouth. During the whole night the fky was clear, and

the ftars ftione bright, but the cold increafed and began

to freeze our rigging. At day-break we were furrounded

with floating wood and pieces of ice. About ten o'clock

a whale, of a very large flze, came fo near us, that I

was obliged to fire at it. The fecond ball caufed it to

dive.

According to the report, all in good health ; latitude

in, 57 degrees, 45 minutes, north ; longitude from

Bolflia, 7 degrees, 54 minutes. Wind fouth-weft; cur-

rent from fouth to north; courfe north.

Friday, May the 27th, under fail. Clear weather and

excefllve cold, wind ftrong and irregular, with a very

heavy fea. Our veflel ftruck feveral times againft ice-

drifts, of enormous magnitude, the furface of which was

covered with wood. In the evening we were fet; faft be-

tv/een
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tween two ice-drifts, which floated in the dirct^ion of the

yeffel ; the pitching of the fhip caufed a considerable

damage to her fore parts againfl: the ice ; during the night

we had a fudden fquall, which threatened us \nth inftant

defl:ru<9:ion. The violent prefTure of the ice againft the

veflel, (the creaking noife of wliofe timbers greatly added

to our appreheniionc
)
produced a confiderable leak, which-

occalioned us to pump without ceafing. In the morning

we found our fails damaged and entirely frozen, for

which reafon I gave orders to keep a fire conftantly at the

foot of each maft upon the deck, which was likewife co-

vered with ice, two inches thick. By this means I fuc-

ceeded in thawing the iails. About ten o'clock, the ice-

drift on the ftarboard fide broke away, and we difengaged

ourfclves from that on the larboard.

According to the report,- all in good health; cleared

the well of thirteen, inches of water; latitude in, 58
degrees, o minutes ; longitude in, 9 degrees, 59 minutes;

wind fouth-wefl ; current from fouth-weft to north- eafb;

courfe eaft-north-eafi^

Saturday, May the 28th, clear weather without fnow,

but infupportably cold. A flrong irregular wind, with

a heavy fwell from north-north-eafi:
;

got down the

damaged yards and replaced them by others. At thre:

o'clock obferved a^ vefTcl to the northward, at three

leagues diftant. In the evening hove the lead, and found

no bottom^ In the night the weather was exceedingly

clear and cold. The wind frefhened, and the fhip made
good way. At day-break fiw land ; at eleven o'clock

J gave directions to m-ake a {ketch of its appearance,

and, though I was embarrafl'ed by the difagreement of

the
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the Ruffian charts, I took it for cape Apachazana.
(See Plate 7. No. i.J Latitude in 59 degrees, o minutes;
longitude in 13 degrees, 20 minutes; wind weft-fouth-

weft; current from north to fouth; courfe eaft-north-eaft.

Sunday, May the 29th, a ftrong breeze and clofe

cloudy weather, with a heavy fwell from north-wefc, which
frequently endangered us by driving large pieces of ice

againfl: the vefTel. The confiderable mafies of thefe ice

drifts formed whole mountains around, us, and threatened

us with inevitable deftrudlion, for the veiTel being ftruclc

every inftant by them was flrongly agitated, and large

malfes of ice freezing to the fhip's iides, and occafionally

lifted out of the water by her motion, damaged her on
all Udes. Every roll was followed by an aftonifhing

noife, occaiioned by the rupture of thefe icy appendages.

Our fears were greatly augmented by the increafe of the

water in the hold, and during the night, the whole com-
pany were alarmed even to ftupefaftion. About four in

the morning the wind increafed, and carried away our

fprit-fail-yard ; and about five we loft our foretop-maft.

At fix o'clock the veffel lay down on the larboard fide,

and the tiller could not be moved. Luckily for us,

however, the arrival of day-light enabled us to fee that

part of the ice was jammed in between the rudder and

the ftern-poft. I fent two of the company to beat it

away, and afterwards we righted the veffel. It was very

fortunate that this accident did not happen in the night,

as in that cafe we fhould have been loft without remedy.

About noon the wind abated, and we perceived ourfelves

at the diftance of two leagues and a half off fhore, of

swhieh I took a view. See plate VII. No. 2.

At
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At feven hours and a half we had twenty-two inches

ivater in the hold, which we cleared.

According to the report three fick. Latitude in, 59
degrees 10 minutes; longitude in, 14 degrees 34 minutes;
wind weft-north-weft ; current from north-eaft to fouth-

weft ; courfe eaft, one quarter north.

Ilonday, May the 30th, clofe cloudy weather. The
wind veered round to the fouth-eaft, with louring wea-
ther in the north-eaft quarter; hove the lead occaftonally,

and at five got ground at eighty-five fathom
; grey fand,

and broken fhells. The fea covered with ice-drifts.

At nine Mr. Cruftiew requefted the meeting of a com-
mittee, in the name of the company, which I immedi-
ately complied with. As foon as the affociates were
affembled they requefted me to continue our courfe no
longer towards the north, as they were convinced that it

would be attended with our deftrudlion. This occafion

gave me ample matter to reproach them for the little con-

fidence they had fliewn me, in compelling me to hold

this courfe. I thought it neceflary to reprefcnt to them
the many unhappy confequences which would refult from

my being expofed a fecond time to fubmit to their plea-

fure. The dreadful objects which had alarmed them the

preceding day, were ftill prefent around us, and gave

every degree of efiicacy to my difcourfe : I therefore found

no difficulty in obtaining from the whole company a

promife, that in future they would leave me at liberty to

do whatever I might think proper and advantageous. As
a mark of my {atisfadtion, I gave orders for an extraor-

dinary allowance of brandy to be given them. At ten

o'clock Mr. Panow informed me, that feveral of our af-

VoL. I. T t fociatcs
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fociates were refolved to quit us at the firft place where
we might anchor. This difcovery was immediately veri-*

fied by the appearance of four ot them, who demanded,

in the name ot a party, the number of which they refufed.

to declare, to go on fhore, under pretence of making at.

provifion of beavers, whofe fkins might be of fervice to*

them on future occalions. The refolute manner in which

thefe deputies made their demand, gave me reafon to fear

a mutiny, which threatened to be fo much more dan-

gerous, as we were in fight of land adjoining to Kam-
chatka. For this reafon, after having requefted they would

v.^ait a moment for my refolution, I ordered Mr. Wyn-
bladth to colled; a party of fuch. affociates as we could

moil depend on, and come with them into my cabin,

while Mr. Panow might overlook the movements of all

thofe, v/hom we had reafon to fufpedl. This order was

immediately put in execution, and, dire6lly afterwards, I

caufed the mutineers to be feized, and gave orders for a

council to be held in the afternoon for their examination.

According to the report, five fick, four prifoners.

At fix we had eighteen inches water in the well, which

we cleared. Latitude in, 59 degrees, 40 minutes ; lon-

gitude in, 16 degrees, 45 minutes; wind fouth-fouth-

v/eft ; current from north to fouth; courfe north-ealf, one

quarter eaff.

Tuefday, May the 3ifl,. clear weather and a ftrong

wind, which permitted us to ufe only our lov/er fails : the

fea covered with ice-drifts. At two P. M. afl'embled the

council, to examine the prifoncrs. Andreanow declared

that their number v/as twenty-two, and that Mr, Ste-

phanow Vv'as probably at their head, though he could not

pofitively



COUNT DE BENYOWSKY. 323

-^pofitively affirm It, as he had not heard him mentioned,

except by Sacharinow, which the latter denied. The
council adviled calling all hands, after which I jftated the

fad:, and requefted their advice on this occafion. Their
refolution was unanimous to punifh the criminals feverely,

and, if the author could be difcoveredj to throw him
into the fea. In confequence of their refolution, thofe

whom I had reafon to fufpecl as chiefs of the plot,

were condemned to receive each twenty-five lafhes ; and
the others, upon expreffing their forrow, were difcharged,

after a/king pardon of the company. But, as I had juft

caufe to fear the confequences oi this mutiny, I took

away their arms. Mr. Panow, irritated againft his rela-

tion, whom he found always bufied in caballing, declared

to him, that he was determined to put him to death

himfelf, on the firft fimilar occafion. This declaration,

made in the prefence of the whole company, produced an
admirable effe6l.

In the evening I was alarmed by an outcry and tumult
upon deck, occafioned by Sacharinow, the friend of

Stephanow, who threatened to kill Sibeaw ; but as Mr.
Crufiiew was prefent he caufed Sacharinow to be feized

and put in irons.

The night was clear, but the cold was fo intenfe that

all the water in the hold was frozen. Happily for us the

wind had driven away the ice. At ten we law feveral

whales fwimming from north to fouth. At eleven

puiiifhed Sacharinow with 50 lafhes.

According to report, eleven fick ; three water-cafks

burft. Cleared the well of fixteen inches of water, at

.fix A. M. Latitude in, 61 degrees, 37 minutes j longitude

T t 2 "in.
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in, 19 degrees, 3 minutes; wind fouth-eaft; current

from the north ; courfe north-norlh-eaft.

Wednefday, June the ifl, cloudy weather and foggy^

with cold. Few drifts, but the fhip furrounded with,

floating wood. Saw feveral flight oi birds called Urille.

Thefc are all over white except the head, the extremities

of the wings and the tail, which are black. The beak,

and feet are of a deep yellow. They came fo near us

that I {hot two, and found them as large as ducks, and-

their flefh of a tolerably good tafte. Towards night the

wind frefliened, and veered to the fouthward ; it was fo'

ftrong that I could fet only the lower fails. At day-

break founded, and got ground at forty-eight fathoms,

fand and fbells. At ten, land in fight, bearing eaft, one

quarter fouth, which we foon after perceived to be an

ifland. As we faw another cape bearing north-eaft one

quarter north, I determined to j^afs between them, heav-

ing the lead. The depth of water was from twenty-four.

to thirty-lix fathoms. At noon the cape bore north, one

quarter weft, and the ifland fouth. (Plate VIII. No. 2.-

is a view of the land.)

According to report thirteen fick, the fhip making no
water. Latitude in,. 62 degrees, o minutes; longitude

in, 22 degrees, 36 minutes. Wind fouth-fouth-eaft

;

current from north-weft to fouth-eaft; courfe north-eaft.

Thurfday, June the 2d, variable weather, with fnow.

A Ircfh breeze from fouth to fouth-fouth-weft, with a

heavy fea. Handed the courfes, and kept only the mizen
and the top-fails fet all the night. Saw feveral fea-

Wolves and whales. At day-break v/e were furrounded

"with ice-drifts, upon which we faw a very great number
of
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of land birds. The founding line was feveral times cut

afunder by the ice. Weather colder than before.

According to report thirteen fick. Cleared the well

from nine to four inches of water. Latitude in, 63
degrees, 30 minutes; longitude in, 25 degrees, 4 minutes.

Wind fouth-fouth-weft;, current from- north to fouth j

courfe north-eafl.

Friday, June the 3d, at three P. M. faw a very thick

field of ice, to which a large mafs of ice of earth was

attached, with fhrubs growing on it. I immediately gave

orders to found, and had ground at feventy-four fathomSj

coarfe fand and fhells. The wind frefhened at intervals,

and it fnovved almoft continually. Towards evening the

wind flackened a little, but foon after came on with re-

doubled fury and impetuofity. A hurricane arofe in the

fouth-welt quarter, and blew with fuch violence that we
had frtiall hopes of beholding the break of day. The
dafhing of the ice againft the veffel was fo frequent

that I expelled every moment her fides would have been

bulged. Happily I had the precaution to lower our

yards and the top-mafts ; the mizen-maft was carried

away. At the break of day the hurricane greatly in-

ereafed, when on a fudden we perceived, at the diftancc of

a league, a reef upon w^hich the fea broke in a moft

dreadful manner. The return of day fliewed us more

clearly the danger we had pafied, by the difcovery of

maffes of ice of a prodigious height piled one upon

another. Our foundings were twenty-fix fathom, and

at ten o'clock we faw land.

According to the report fifteen fick ; the fhip making

much water. Latitude in, 64 degrees, 45 minutes j

lono,ltude'
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Ipngitiide in, 26 degrees, 30 minutes. Wind fouth-wefi: j

current from north to fouth; courfc north -nortli-eail and
north-eaft one quarter north.

Saturday, June the 4th, being refolvcd to hold on my
CQurfe until

. I had detcrnuned the dilTiance between the

two capes, which the Rufiiaas..ailirm to be, very near each

other. I flood to the north-weft along Ihore, and about

four P. M- obferving that the .norther-n- part of the land of

the cape of America drew to the caflward, and flood off.

At five faw land bearing, w^eft-fouth-wcft, whicli we foon

perceived to be iflands; the ice which thprcurrent brought

upon us carried us fo near that we faw them ip the night,

and dillinguifhed three in number at.day break. To avoid

the diredlion ot the ice-drifts I made the beft of my way by
fetting fiiil, and at ten A, M. we difcovercd land, and
two veffels ftandino; towards us. Our foundings were
thirty-four fathom. At eleven, moored at the diftance of

three leagues, in twenty-two fathom, and took a view of the

land^' for whicli fee -plate IX. Latitude in, 65 degrees,

2P minutes; longitudp in, 25 degrees, 30 minutes.

Wind fouth-wefl ; current from the north-eaft j courfp

north-north-wefl.

Sunday, June the 5th, at anchor, furrounded with

ice; the wind irregular, and increafuig, with a heavy fea.

At three P. M. the boats reached us, and appeared to be

Tfukcfi. I invited them on board by a Koreack, who
was with. us : They came without fear. It was by their

means that I learned pofitively, that we were no further

diflant from Tfukotzkoy nofs than about fourteen leagues

;

that the iflands we had feen were four in number, the moft

fout.herly being the largeft ; and that the cape we bad
quitted
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^quitted in the evening, was that of the great land Alak-
iina, the name by which the Tfukcfi. denote America.

At four, finding myfelf in danger from the ice, and being

informed that it was impofiible to pafs further, 1 deter-

mined to return to the coaft of America, for which the

wind was favourable ; at this inftant the cable was cut by
the ice-driits, and I had orJy time to re-embark the Tfuk-
efi, to whom I made a prefent of feme knives and
brandy. At five P. M. fet fail under the courfes, the fliip

making much water. About ten we perceived an ap-

pearance of blacknefs to the fouthward, which indicated

the vicinity of the laft mentioned iiiands. The ice in-

commoded us lefs, as the direction of the vefiel was with

the current. About fix P. M. doubled the cape of Alak-

fina, and at eleven difcovered an entrance between the

breakers and the fhore. The cape fheltered us from the

ice-drifts, and left us at liberty to Vvork the fiiip

;

I therefore determined, at all events, to feek for an-

chorage.

According to the report, twelve fick,; the fliip making
at the rate of thirty-eight inclies of water per day. Lati-

tude in, 64 degrees 50 minutes; longitude in, 26 degrees,

4 minutes; wind fouth-weil, current north; courfe

fouth-fouth-eaft.

Monday, June the 6th, having approached the land, I

difcovered a bay in v/liich I moored. Soundings from

eight fathoms to * and I furveyed this harbour, into

which run two brooks. Plate exliibits the plan.

As foon as we had moored, I ordered tWenty-eight

afibciates on fhore, to fet up tents made of our fails, and

at
»

* Blank in the manufcript.
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at two and a half P. M. I went on fliore myft4f with Mr.
Cfurin, who having obferved a place which promifed to

give us an opportunity of careening the fhip, propofed to

vifit the fpot. I therefore gave the necefTary orders for un-

loading her cargo, and Mr. Cfurin was charged to overlook

and make the neceflary preparations. Thirty-fix of the af-

fociates, under the command of Mr. Panow, were diredled

to undertake this, while the reft employed themfelves

in hunting, fifhing and cutting of wood.

Tuefday June the 7th, all the people being bufied at

work, I requefted Mr. Kuzneczow, as the moft alert, to

take fome of the aflbciates with him, and go in queft of

difcoveries. This day Mr. Cfurin informed me, that

though the fliip's timbers were ftrained, yet it would be

capable of failing in the fouthern feas, and that the leaks

were occalionedonly by the loofening of the feams, which
he hoped to remedy by caulking, in a few hours. This
account was very agreeable to me,, and I was aflured of

its truth by adiual infpeftion.. Mr Kuzneczow did not

return till eight in the evening, when he informed me,

that he had alcended the neighbouring mountain to the

northward^ and had difcovered land to the north-eaft, but

that to the eaftward there lay an immenfe country with

few mountains, and in many places without fnow, and

interfcdled by rivers. The approach of night not having

permitted him to diftinguifh remote objeds, he afked

permiffion to take others of the affociates with him to

purfiie his difcoveries to the eaftward ; for he aftlired me,
that he had obferved figns of its being inhabited. Seing

him fo well difpofcd, and being defirous of obtaining a

pofitive knowledge of this country, I permitted him to

complete



COUNT DE BENYOWSKY. 329

complete his difcovery. I paffed the night with fcvcral

of my friends, in watching our affociates, as there was

reafon to fear fome plot, but happily they were quiet.

Wednefday, June the 8th, the vefTel being caulked,

was loaded again, and the water-cafks filled. Our fishery

produced one cafk and a half of fifh, which we falted,

and our hunting party brought only twenty beavers, with

fome fea-wolves; but they likewife brought us a great pro-

vifion of garlick, and 740 roots of a very agreeable tafte

:

They were nearly of the fize of a child's head, and

weighed from three to five pounds. At eleven A. M. all

the people were on board, and we waited only the return

of Mr. Kuzneczow.
According to the report, thirteen fick, the fliip making

from feven to eleven inches of water per day.

Thurfday, June the 9th. At one P. M. Mr. Kuz-
n5:czow arrived at the fhore : I fent the fmall boat for him,

and when he came on board he informed me, that he had
difcovered, at the diftance of four leagues, an habitation

compofed of fourteen huts, but that the inhabitants had
fled, and he had found only an old woman and fome chil-

dren in their huts. The old woman was of a very dark

completion, with many figures painted on her fore-

head, and her noftrils bored ; but as he could not make
himfelf underftood by any word of the Koriac or Tfukcfi

language, he could derive no information from her : he

found feveral bows and arrows, with the heads very well

made, of iron, in the huts, and brought them away,

as he knew that they would be acceptable to me, as

well as an habit almoft complete made of birds feathers.

As he found nothing more which was remarkable, he re-

VoL. I. U u tired,
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tired, after leaving feveral knives and fmall mirrors, in:

the room, of the things he had carried away, which part of

his candu6l, I very ttrongly approved. This difcovcry *

at laft convinced me, that 1 had been fufficicntly fortunate

to \Trity the diftance between the two capes, concerning

which fo many conjedlures have been made, and of which
the Ruffians have fpoken fo fallcly ; for it is not true,

that any veffel has paffed this ftrait, though the people

employed on this voyage went as far as Anadir, where

their veffel was caft away in 1 5 degrees of longitude from

Bolflia, and 73 degrees of latitude. They finiffied their

journey by land to Anadir, and thence to Kamchatka,.

but not by fea as they have publiffied. At three P. M.
weighed , and made fail out of the bay of Aladar ; our

courfe was fouth-eafl, one quarter eaft, and we were fa-

voured by a ftrong tide. At day-break I difcovered that:

we had paffed berween the continent and an ifland named-

Aladar, at the fame time that I faw another cape on the.'

main land, which formed a bay, 1 obfervcd that the

middle of this, bay lay north. About ten A. M. faw

another cape, the extremity of which is diftinguiflied by

a mountain in the form of a fugar-loaf, fee plate X.

Latitude in, 63 degrees, 10 minutes; longitude in, 28'

degrees, 25 minutes; wind weft-fouth-weft ; current from^

north-weft ; courfe fouth-eaft, one quarter fouth.

. Friday June the loth, having obferved that the coaft

inclined to the eaftward,, I determined to fail along it, as

we Vv'ere no longer incommoded by the ice-drifts, and the

wind was favourable. We paffed an agreeable day, which

was the iirft fince our departure from Kamchatka. The
wind

* The Count was miftaken In fiippofing he ever reached America. See

th»''-'irur's preface.
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wind was frefh, though not too ftrong, the fca moderate,

and the ground from forty-five to twenty-fix fathom; the

night was no lefs beautiful than the day. At five in the

morning we faw a prodigious quantity of birds, whofe
flight was direded from fouth-eafl: to north-weft, but vve

loft fight of the land, and did not again come in fight 'till

near ten hours, when we faw it at a very great diftance in

the north-eaft quarter. Our courfe brought us nearer

and nearer, and at three quarters after eleven I took the

view, fee plate XI.

According to the report, nine fick ; the pump clear
;

latitude in, 63 degrees, o minutes; longitude in, 31

degrees, 4. minutes ; wind weft-fouth-weft ; current from

the fouth ; courfe eaft, one quarter fouth.

Saturday June the nth, fine clear weather with

a ftrong fleady breeze, the land conftantly in fight ;

many flights of birds feen in the direclion of yefterday
;

the people on board uncommonly quiet. At ten I ob-

ferved a headland, and the direction of the coafl v/as. to

the eaftward.

According to the report, feven fick, the pump clear ;

latitude in, 61 degrees, 42 minutes ; longitude in, 33
degrees, 40 minutes ; wind weft ; no current ; courfe

fouth-eafl, one quarter fouth.

Sounded, and got ground thirty-eight fathom.

Sunday, June the 1 2th, fine clear weather, and wind

as yeflerday. At eight P. M. the land being in

fight from eaft to north, founded, and got gf^ und at

twenty-two fathom ; fiiortened fail, and as the blacknefs

of the horizon indicated the proximity of the h nd, came
to anchor in fourteen fathom. At day-break found our-

U u 2 felves
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felves at the diftanee of a league and a half from a head-

land to the eaftward, and another cape lay north one.

quarter north *,.diflant five leagues; near the entrance of

a bay, which flrongly tempted me to come to, but the

affociates infifted that we fhould make the fhorteft courfe to

fome European eftablifhment, as they reprefented that

they had not entered into any engagement to run- over

the ocean in fearch of difcoveries ; I thought proper,

therefore, to fatisfy their defires, and abandoning my;

projed:, I weighed, and continued to fail along the

coaft.

According to the report, five fick, the pump- clear;

latitude in, 60 degrees, 40 minutes; longitude in, 35/
degrees, 5 2 minutes ; wind weft ; current fouth-wcft ;..,

courfe fouth-fouth-eaft.

Depth of water twenty-fix frithom.

Monday, June the 13th, the weather begarr to changer

and became fqually ; handed the top-fails, and continued

our courfe under the lower fails. To conform to the re-

folution of the company, I kept as near the wind as.

pofTible. In the night it was a dead calm, and the fliip

rolled in a dangerous manner. At day-break, no land

being in fight, we were furrounded by floating herbage.

The companions exprefied their fatisfadion at the mild-

nefs of the climate we had failed into; at ten faw there

elevated recks, and iliiled round the fouthernmofi:.

According to the report, five fick, the pump clear
;

latitude in, 59 degrees, 10 minutes; longitude in, 34
degrees, o minutes; wind weft, and weft-north-weft; no
current ; courfe fouth-weft, one quarter fouth.

Very

* So in the manufcript.
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Very high land in fight to the eaftward, diftant nine or

ten leagues.

Tuefday, June the r4th, clofe weather, inclining to

ftormy, the clouds becoming heavier and in heaps one
above the other. The wind veered to th^ north-weft,

and increafed its force, but as at the fame it became
fteadier, I ventured to fet the top-fails. The fmoothnefs

of the water encouraged me to take this advantage. Ths
weather in the night was fimilar to that in the day, no
land being in fight, but we obferved its fituation by the

blacknefs which covered the eaftern part of the horizon ,

founded feveral times, but got no bottom.

According to the report, five fick, the pump clear. -

N. B. Saw the land which I Sketched, fee plate XI.
latitude in, 57 degrees, 25 minutes; longitude in, 32
degrees, o minutes; wind north-weft; no current ; courfe

fouth-weft, one quarter fouth.

Wednefday, June the I5th5 having obferved ftgns of

an approaching gale of wind during the whole morning', -

I handed the top-fails, and got down the mizen top-maft; •

it came on by degrees, and its greateft force continued

only three hours, .but its violence was exceftive; kept

only the lower fails fet for the reft of the day. At- fix -

we were between the cape and the illandj which' we
doubled, but afecond ifland being in ftght, I lay -too- under

the mizen, with the fhip's head to the eaftward ; but the

force of the wind at laft obliged me in the morning to lay

to under her bare poles. The violence of the rolling of

the fliip ftretched our fhrouds and back-ftays in fucli a

manner, that in the morning the mafts were almoft en-

tirely without fupport ; we remedied this aswell as pof- -

fible, . by feizing them 'together with ropes.

Thurfday,

'
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Thurfday, June the i6th, we were in danger of running

aground on an ifland, which I avoided by little lefs than

a miracle. This was a day of extreme danger, as every

fea went over the fhip, and the pumps being unable to

keep her clear endangered our foundering. In this afflic-

tion I faw the lofs we fliould undergo of the rich furs we
had on board, which promifed to be worth near a million

of piaftrcs at China.

Friday, June the 17th, the wind infenfibly flackened,

and the company laboured hard to clear the fhip out ot

her ftate of confufion. At day-dreak it was almoft calm,

•we therefore fet up the fhrouds and back flays, and got

up the yards and top-mafts. At nine the wind entirely

died away, and the fun appearing, gave us an opportunity

to make an dbfervation.

According to the report, 19 fick ; pumps conftantly

going without being able to clear the well. Lati-

tude in, 55 degrees, 35 minutes; longitude in, 31

degrees, 30 minutes.

Saturday, June the 1 8th, variable winds from north to

north-eaft; heavy v/eather, with an irregular fwell. As
I had determined to anchor at the ifland mentioned to me
by Mr. Ochotyn, I refolved to ftand well to the eaflward,

upon its parallel of latitude, for fear of miffing it : For

this reafon I failed on a fouth-eaft courfe. At two P. M.
being defirous of infpecSing the cargo, I caufed the hold

to be opened, out of which iffucd putrid vapours, doubt-

lefs from the corruption of the fkins. The women and

lick, who v/cre fhut up below during the ftorm, were car-

ried upon deck : They at firfi: found themfcives faint, but

afterwards grew better. In the niiiht the fwell became

lefs, and the wind fixed at north-eaft, one quarter north.

The
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The pumps were conftantly kept at work without being

able to clear the well, and the courfe of the veflcl was

greatly impeded. At day-break faw land from the mafl

head, right a head; ufed every effort to come near it;,

about noon we faw it was an illand; founded feveral

times, but got no bottom.

According to the report, 1 8 fick ; the veffel making 1

8

inches of water per hour. Latitude in, 54 degrees, 28
minutes, north; longitude, 32 degrees, 4,6 minutes;

wind north-eafl, one quarter north ; current from north-

eaft; courfe fouth-eafk, one quarter fouth -

Sunday, June the 19th, at one P. M. the weather being

fine, the wind moderate, and very little fwell, I handed-

all the fails, andfent fixteerr men, under the command
ol Meffrs. Wynbladth and Kuzneczow, . on fhore in the

fhallop, to make difcoveries, while the fhip drove to the

fouthward along fhore. All this day was employed in

repairing the damages fuftained by the late gale of wind.

At feven Mr. Kuzneczow, returned with two boats, con-

duced by the iflanders, having two Ruffian ftrangers at

their head. He informed me, that the ifland was named
the greater Kadik, . and that there was another iiland to

the fouth-eaft, which the inhabitants called the iiland of

black foxes. On his landing he was furrounded by the

iflanders, armed with lances and arrows, who appeared
'

inclined to difpute the paffige v/ith him. He called out, •

that it they were of the party of Mr, Ocliotyn they

Ihould acknowledge his friends ; upon which exclamation

two Ruffians came forvv'ard for a more particular expla-

nation, and when they were at lafl: convinced that we
were really conneded with Mr. Ochotyn, from the ac-

count Mr. Kuzneczow gave of his ftay at Becring's iiland,

they
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they appeafed the natives, who laid down their arms, and

came haftily to give marks of their fatisfadion. They
propofcd to condud; Mr. Kuzncczow to their habitations

;

but his deiire ot fpeedily returning prevented his accepting

their invitation. Two Ruilians, therefore, determined

to accompany him, and as a .proof of their good in-

tentions, they had loaded the boats with different roots

and a quantity of beavers and foxes {kins.

From this account I gave orders for receiving the

iflanders, and entertaining them in the befh manner in our

power; while I loft no time in receiving the friends of

Ochotyn. They inform.ed me, that their number amounted
to twenty-two upon the ifland, and that the tajons of the

pkce 'had fubmitted to the command of Mr. Ochotyn ;

by whofe orders they were at that time bufied in con-

ftrucling feveral veffels. They then requefted that I

would give them fome proof of my having had an inter-

view with Mr. Ochotyn. I thought proper to fatisfy

them, by exhibiting his letter to the tajon of Urumuiir;

after perufal of which, -having no further miftruft, they

offered their fervices as pilots, to conduct the fhip to

Urumufir. I accepted their offer with great pleafure,

but I reprefented to them that one would be fufficient.

They therefore drew lots, and the chance fell upon

Gregoir Salafiow. We put ourfelves under his charge

till morning, and then having made up a prefent for the

tajon, which I entrufted to the companion of Salafiow, I

diftributed knives and looking glaffes to all the iflanders

on board, and difmiffmg them we purfued our voyage with

our two boats aftcrn.

At nine in the morning we found ourfelves at the mouth
of a bay, whcr j Salafiow requefted leave to go on fhore to

procure
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procure a Bajdara, to pilot us; I confented, and he re-

turned before noon with a boat and men. The agility with

which this fmall boat was managed, and the velocity of its

courie, though it had no other fail than a fmall piece of

cloth, faftened to a ftick in the centre of the veffel, afto-

nifhed me very much.
According to the report, eighteen fick ; the pumps con-

ftantly going. Latitude in 54 degrees, 00 minutes; longi-

tude 32 degrees, 30 minutes. Wind north- eaft ; current

north-eaft ; courfe fouth-weft, one quarter fouth. Land in

fight all day.

Monday, June 20th. Fine warm weather, moderate

wind, and no fwell : many flights of birds in flght, which
Salaflow obferving me to notice, informed me, that at this

feafon, the geefe and ducks retired towards Alakflna.

From the account he gave me, I was confirmed in my opi-

nion, that the land of Alakfina was the main continent of

America. He affured me that the diflance to the great

land, did not exceed thirty-five or forty leagues ; and that

the iflanders often made voyages thither, to vifit their friends

and relations ; the Tajon of Kadik, being married to one

of the daughters of the Tajor of Alakfina Homin. About
three o'clock, having the boats a-head, conduded by the

iflanders, we faw an ifland, which Salafiow affirmed to be

the ifland of Foxes ; and he informed me, that there were

three others to the fouthward of that ifland. About five we
faw another ifland, on the ftarboard; and Salafiow inform-

ed me, that there were four together, whofe pofition I

have marked from his information. I'he fituation of thcfe

iflands occafioning a very irregular fea, I determined to

come too; for which purpofe I confiflced my pilot, who
Vol. I. X X informed
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informed me, that the depth of water where we then were,

was twenty fathom. In fad: we found it eighteen, on

founding. I anchored in the mid-channel, and immedi-

ately afterwards Salafiow went on fhore in his boat, having

firfl: informed me, that I might continue my courfe through

the fame channel, and that he would rejoin me before I got

out of the ftreights ; for which purpofe he begged I would

hoift a blue flag, and lire feveral guns. In the night we
obferved feveral fires upon the great ifland, on our flar-

board hand, and one on the fmall ifland. At five in the

morning, weighed, and made fail, having a beautiful view

of the ifland along which we coafl:ed. At ten we faw a

fecond ifland, on the larboard bow, and its pofition agreed

with the information of Salafiow.

According to the report, fixteen fick, pumps conflantly

at work. Latitude in 5 3 degrees, 49 minutes ; longitude

in 30 degrees, 41 minutes. Wind north-eafk; current

north-eaft ; courfe fouth-weft, one quarter wefl:.

Tuefday, June 21. Wind and weather as yefterday.

Continued our courfe at a good rate. This day Mr. Pa-

now aflured me, that we were indebted for the good beha-

viour of the company, to our friendfhip with Mr. Ocho-
tyn ; and that he was well aflured, that if it had not been

for the fear of Mr. Ochotyn, a party of the companions

would have run the fhip on fhore. In fa£t, the perfect

tranquillity of the whole company, though worn out with

hard work at the pumps, led me to give credit to Mr. Pa-

now's conjedure; but I was contented to enjoy the ad-

vantage of this tranquillity, without minutely enquiring

into the caufes which produced it.

At
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At five, Mr. Salafiow returned, with three other vcffels,

which brought a quantity of dried fifli, roots, and one

hundred and fixty beaver fkins. On his arrival on board,

Mr. Salafiow prefented me with the provifions and fiirs, in

the name of the Tajon of the illand, whofe fon he brought

with him, with a requeft to convey him to the ifiand Uru-
mufir, where he propofed to vifit his relations. I con-

fented to this with pleafure, and returned his father an

afibrtment of toys, with a handfome gun, as a prefent
;

and after having diftributed fome trifles among the iflanders,

I difmifiTed them. At feven we pafled the fouth-weft

point of the ifiand, and came in fight of another, right

a-head, which Salafiow told me was named Amfchud. We
doubled the cape, and refumed a diredl courfe, at about two
o'clock. At fix we faw an ifiand on the larboard fide,

which Salafiow informed me belonged to Urumufir; and
that there lay another beyond it, which, in fad:, was feen

by the men at the mafl: head. At eleven we obferved three

other ifiands, on the ftarboard fide, which Salafiow called

the Beavers ; and we were in full fight of the ifiand Uru-
mufir, at the diftance of two leagues. Salafiow undertook

to condudl us into the harbour.

According to the report, ten fick, the pumps conftantly

at work. Latitude in 52 degrees, 25 minutes ; longitude

in 28 degrees, 15 minutes. Wind north-eaft, quarter

eaft ; current north-eaft ; courfe fouth-weft, one quarter

fouth.

Wednefday, June 2 2 . The wind being calm, hoifted

out the fhallop and fmall boat, and towed the veffel. At
two o'clock found ourfelves at the mouth of a bay, into

X X 2 ^vhich
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•wliicli we entered, and moored at one cable's length, dif-

tance from the fliore, in four and one-half tathoms water.

As foon as we came too, Salafiow requefted to go on
fliore, to inform the inhabitants and aflbciates of Mr.
Ochotyn of our arrival, in order to prevent any difturb-

ance. I fent Mr. Kuzneczow with him, and he return-

ed about three, P. M. with two other RulTians, who
invited me to come on fhore, and offered me the ufe of

a commodious lodging, and a ftorc houfe, large enough
to contain our whole lading. Mr. Kuzneczow informed

me that the Ruffians had promifed him every affiftance on
the part of the iflanders ; but that I could not fee the

chief of the ifland till the following day, on account of

the diftance of his habitation. Before I left the veffel I

gave the command to Mr. Cfurin, and left with him
twenty-eight affociates, whom I could moft depend upon.

All the reft of the company, including the women and

the {ick, I took on fhore with me. When I landed I

was taken to a very convenient habitation, near which
ftood a fpacious building fit for a ftore-houfe. As foon as

I had appointed the lodgings of the fick, and the women,
I eftablifhed a camp for my people, and fent immediate

orders to unload the veffel. This bufinefs was particularly

intruded to Meffrs. Panow and Wynbladth, and I was

content to have Mr. Kuzneczow and Sibacw with twelve

affociates near me.

The two Ruffians who conducted me to my habitation

left me for the purpofe, as they faid, to affcmble their

Affociates and the iilanders in order to vifit me in cere-

mony.

At
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At eight o'clock Salafiow returned to inform me that

the chief of the ifland was coming to pay me a vifi-t,

with the wife of Ochotyn, and a great number of the

iflanders, and confequently that it would be proper to

make fome fmall prefents to the principal perfons, of whom
he named eleven. After he had left me to join his com-
panions, I paiTed the whole night in fuperintending the

landing of our effeds, among which our guns were not

the fmalleft concern. Our alfiduity was fuch that with

no other aflifhance than the fhallop and the fmall boat the

fhip was unladen by five in the morning, and I had the fitis-

fad:ion to fee the veffel cleared.

At nine in the morning an old man was announced to

me, who fpoke the Ruffian language. He was admitted

and came in with a boy of twelve years of age, whom
he offered me as a prefent, which I accepted on con-

dition that he would permit me to make him a prefent in

return. His phyfiognomy convinced me that he was. not

a Ruffian, but as he fpoke the Ruffian language very

well, I was curious to enquire into this prodigv. There
is no doubt but he perceived my embarraffment, for he

burft into a laugh, and faid, Mr. European, you will be

furprized that I call you by that name, but I muft in-

form you that I know more than all the Aleuthes. I

was taken by the Coffacks in my youth, who carried

me into their own country, where I was conveyed from

one town to another, till at laft I fell into the hands of a

merchant, who fent me with fome Coffacks in fearch of

my country, which we at laft found, and the Coffiicks

fent me on fhore, that I might invite my countrymen

to trade with them. But for my part finding myfeU re-

ftored
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ftored to my country, I returned no more to the CofTacks,

but remained in my own iiland ; where the Tajon having

taken an attachment to me, gave me his daughter Kalki in

marriage : and as 1 knew every thing, the Aleuthes made

me their Tajon after the death of my father-in-law ; and

I am now the ftrongeft, the moft knowing, and the richeft

Tajon of the Aleuthes. As I am now in years I have given

up the government to my fon, and content myfelf with being

his friend and advifer. My fon need no longer fear the

ColTacks, for an European Tajon has married his daughter,

and this Tajon is a god. For this reafon it is that I laughed,

and fhall laugh on.

From this laft expreffion, underftanding that he fpoke of

Ochotyn, I informed him that I knew him well, and that

he was one of my friends, and had intruded me with a

letter for his father-in-law.

On this affurance the good old man embraced me, called

me his fon, his dear fon, and afterwards begged leave to

depart, to carry this news to his family. After the depar-

t~:ire of this good man, I gave orders to infpe6t the chefts

of furs. We did not find one undamaged. I gave orders,

therefore, that they fhould be expofed to the air to dry, and

the good ones feparated from the reft. The women took

charge of this bufinefs.

Thurfday, June 23. On fhore at the bay of Urumufin

At one o'clock I was informed of the arrival of the Tajon,

efcorted by the Ruffians of Ochotyn' s party, and a very

confiderable number of attendants. The good old man
preceded them all, and prefented his wife to me, as did

likewife the Tajon his children, with the wife of Mr. Ocho-
tyn and fome of the chief iflanders. After this ceremony,

the
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the company formed a circle, in the midft of which the

Tajon feated himfelf with all his family. I then caufcd the

letter of Mr. Ochotyn to be brought, which I put into the

hands of the Tajon. Its contents were as follow :

Health to my father, the Tajon Tuachta, chief of the

Aleuthes iflands.

In the hope, that God will condu6t my friend to you, I

have given him the prefent letter, to inform you of our

union, and to beg that you will give him every aififtance he

may want.

I wait the arrival of the vefTei to proceed to Kamchatka,
whence I hope to return, before the next fnow, to embrace

my wife, and convince you of my tendernefs. All that I

Ihall take from the CofTacks will be for you and your fub-

jedrs. I recommend likewife, by this prefent letter, to

my companions, to fhew every fubmiffion to my friend

who brings this letter, and to obey him as they would my-
felf. I wifh all happinefs to my father, our family, my
affociates, and my wife.

Signed OCHOTYN.
Bering's I/land, May 24, I77i.'

This letter was read by a Ruffian, and interpreted in a

loud voice by the father of the Tajon. The wife of Mr.

Ochotyn wept, and her tears convinced me that the people,

whom we are in the habit of calling favages, might ferve

as models to us for friendfhip and attachment. After the

letter was read, one of the Ruffians advanced and informed

me, that he was nominated commanding officer on the

ifland during the abfence of Mr. Ochotyn ; and that in

I confequence
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confcquence of his orders, he begged me to difpofe of him
and forty other alfociates. I thanked him for his offer, and

replied, that if fome of them were willing to afTift us in

our works, I fhould gratefully acknowledge their fervices.

The Taj on, on his part, requefted his father to propofe to

me to enter into friendfhip with him. For this purpofe, he

ordered feven veflels made of flcin and filled with water to

be brought to wafh our faces. The Tajon took one, and dif-

tributed five others to five other chiefs. The feventh he

prefented to me. After this ceremony, fire was brought,

and every one took a coal, and faid, with fire like this we
will burn the Coffacks. The oath finifhed by the diftri-

bution of feven arrows, which were broken by the pofTef-

fors refpe6lively, with the words, Amongft us arms are

ufelefs. The attendants then brought ftones, and raifed a

pile in remembrance of our oath. After which I regaled

the Tajons with brandy, and diftributed at leaft two hun-
dred pounds of tobacco among the iflanders. I likewile

difbibuted my prcfents, in return for which Tajon pro-

mifed me fome valuable fkins.

At the clofe of day the iflanders retired to an eminence

near us, and eftabliflied their camp. Being informed by
the affociates of Ochotyn, that they were about to make
a feftival of rejoicing, I determined to go and fee them. I

accordingly went, and the Tajon, as foon as he faw me,

came to meet me, and introduced me into the circle, that

I might ha\ e a better opportunity of beholding their

dance. In reality it was very fingular; for at the found of

the drum the whole company became agitated, as if in the

higheft rage ; and the Ruilians informed me, that I fhould

foon fee the whole company fall afleep, which was the

2 ufual
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iifual effed: of an infulioii of muchomor, which the iflanders

drink on fuch occaiions. This incident did not fail to hap-

pen foon after, and the Tajon himfelf fell afleep among the

reft. The old man his father was, however, an exception ;

he accompanied me home, and I embraced the opportu-

nity of inquiring, what reafon had induced him to part

with the boy he had given me ? He replied, that when he

was laft year at Kadik, the Tajon of that ifland had given

him the boy, who was born on the great land of Alexina,

where he had doubtlefs been made prifoner by the Aleuthes,

againlt whom they had fworn a declared emnity ; and that

being apprehenfive of the confequences on the part of the

young man, he had determined to get rid of him the firft

opportunity.

As I had promifed, when I accepted his prefent, that I

would make another in exchange, I gave him a handfome

gun, one pound of powder, fifty balls, and five pounds of

tobacco, with a bottle of brandy. Having thus fatisfied

him we parted, and I went to reft : Mr. Kuzneczow un-

dertook to keep watch. When I arofe, I learned that

twenty-two affociates of Mr. Ochotyn's party had under-

taken to aflift in repairing the fhip ; and two of them being

coopers, were employed in fetting up our cafks, which we
were in great want of for water, as the heat of the climate

to which we were going would prevent our availing our-

felves of the frefh water from the ice iflands, as we had hi-

therto done.

At nine o'clock, I v/as informed that a number of young

women were come to offer their fervices, but the report

came too late to put it in my power to make any decifion,

for my affociates had every one chofen companions from

Vol. I. Y y amongft

I
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amongft them. As I was defirous of infpeding the pro-

grefs of the repairs of the veflel, I accordingly went on

board, and had the fatisfadlion to fee that every thing

would be compleated in the courfe of twenty-four hours,

and confequently that I might quit the ifland in two or

three days. I was defirous of profiting by this interval,

and therefore determined to examine the interior parts of

the ifland, and more efpecially to vifit the iflands we had

difcovered on our approach to Urumufir.

According to the report fix fick ; a quantity of roots

and fifh were brought me on the part of the Tajon.

Friday, June 24. I made an excurfion, accompanied

by Mr. Kuzneczow, towards the eaftern part of the ifland.

I pafl'ed over the beautiful plains which are certainly fufcep-

tible of good cultivation, but I difcovered no veftige which

rendered it probable that thefe iflanders cultivate the earth.

Their food intirely confifts in certain roots, fifh, and the

flefh of bea\'ers and fea cows. The wood which grows on

this ifland is good, and proper for every kind of building.

The habitations of the iflanders, feveral of which we faw

and vifited, perfectly refembled the balagans of the Kam-
chadals. After I returned from this excurfion, I deter-

mined, from the fmall profped; of meeting with any thing

worthy of notice, to make no more, but double my at-

tention, to get the veflTel ready for departure.

According to the report fix fick. Saturday, June 25.

Mr. Cfurin informed me, that the veflTel was ready to re-

ceive her cargo. I therefore gave orders to this effecSt to

Mr. Chrufticw. The aflbciates of Mr. Ochotyn were of

great afllftance to us in this bufijiefs>

2 About
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About two o'clock, the father of the Tajoii came with a

prefent of fixty flcins, and a canoe made of fkin ; the

lightnefs of which furprized me, for two men could cafily

carry it, though it had eight oars. The keel only was
made of wood, and the reft was whale-bone, covered with
the fkins ot fea wolves, with the hair outwards, fewed to-

gether with twine made of the guts of beavers. At five

o'clock, the Tajon likewife arrived with prefents, and I

regaled him and his company with brandy. When he was
informed of my approaching departure, he requefted a let-

ter for Mr. Ochotyn, and I delivered him one to the fol-

lowing purport

:

Honourable Friend,

After a painful and difagreeable navigation, in which I

was compelled, by the obftinacy ot my companions, to fail

as far to the northward as 66 degrees, I have at laft returned

to the fouth, and have taken advantage of the winds to vifit

your ifland. I have received much advantage from the

fervices of Salafiow, one of your affociates, whom I parti-

cularly recommend to you. On my arrival, your friends

and companions have given me every ailiftance to put my
veflel into proper repair for a long voyage ; and the illanders,

from their exam.ple, have behaved with the utmoft cor-

diality to us. The Tajon Tuachta, more efpecialh', has

been moft friendly and attentive. I could have wiOied, that

the prefents I have diftributed among the iilanders had been

of greater value: but alas! you know that Kamchatka is not

a place from which any one efcapes overloaded with riches
;

befides which, all my poffefTions conlifted in furs, which

Y y 2 are
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are plentiful among the iflanders. During the time of my
il:ay, I have obferved, with fatisfaclion, that the iflanders

are fincerely attached to you. I therefore recommend to

you to avail yourfelf, as much as pofllblc, of their affec-

tion ; and for that purpofe, I would advife you always to

have a trufty party of thefe people near you ; for among
the Rufiians, who are with you, there will be fome who
will fhew the difpofition of the country. To place your-

felf out of danger of plots, you muft keep your people in

conftant employment : and I take this occafion once more

to repeat, that if I were fituated as you are, with two or

three veffels fuitable to the undertaking, I would retire to

the fouthward, where, doubtlefs, you will find iflands, and

the climate will fecond your attempts to eftablifh a flourifh-

ing colony. The knowledge you have of the commerce

of China, and the conflant refource which you might have

to your friends in the Aleuthes iflands for furs, to fupply

this trade, could not fail to put it in your power to make
an eftablifliment of the firft importance. Adieu, my friend,

I wifh you every profperity, and you may depend upon
my beft exertions to caufe fome European power to accept

your propofals.

Signed MAURICE AUGUSTUS.

After communicating this letter to the Tajon, I took

my leave, being refolved to embark the following day. At
eight in the morning, I gave orders for every one to go on

board ; and after making prefents to Salaflow, and the

other affociates, I likewife went on board with the fick and

the women, where I found every thing in proper order-

According
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According to the report, two (ickj the veffel drawing feven

feet eight inches water.

Sunday, June 26. Fine clear warm weather, and calm.

At three o'clock weighed anchor, towed out the veiTel, and
came too in the mid-channeL The affociates celebrated a

feftival on the occafion of baptizing the young American
on board, who was named Sacharie. In the morning, hav-

ing been informed that there were upwards of fifty women
on board, I gave orders for fetting them on fhore, after

the diftribution of prefents among them. At eleven, A. M»
weighed and made fail.

According to the report, two fick ; cleared the well, hav-

ing made no more than eight inches water during the

twenty-four hours.

Monday, June 27. At fea; fine temperate weather;

wind north-eaft, rather frefh; courfe fouth-weft, one quarter

fouth, with all fails fet ; the three iflands in fight till four,

P. M. and the fouth-weft point in fight till nine ; clear

ftarry weather in the night. At ten in the morning faw
land from the mad-head, which, the wind being favourable,

we approached within two leagues diftance.

According to the report, two fick; the well clear. La-
titude in 51 degrees, 30 minutes ; longitude in 25 degrees,

25 minutes. Wind north-eaft; no current; courfe fouth-

weft.

Tuefday, June 28. Altered our courfe to fouth one quar-

ter eaft, to avoid the breakers in fight near the fiiore. At
feven, P. M. the wind freftiened from north-eaft to eaft,

and the fea arofe very irregularly, which caufed the vefiel

to labour. At eight, the fouthern extremity of the iiland

being in fight, bearing north one quarter weft, we relumed

our
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our courfe, as I was dcfirous of reconnoitring thefc iflands,

which had been defcribed to me as fituated in the 48 th

degree of north latitude. At ten the wind fettled at eaft,

and blew with the utmoft violence ; I had only time to

take in the fmall fails ; the impetuofity of the wind re-

duced the fwell, and the fea became as level as a pond ; we
ran at the rate of ten knots and an half by the log under

the mizen. At feven, A. M. the wind began to flacken,

and permitted me to fct the top-fails, under which we failed .

with undiminifhed velocity. At ten, A. M. faw land right

a-head, which at noon was only three leagues diftant.

According to the report, one fick ; the well clear. La-

titude in 49 degrees, 6 minutes ; longitude in 22 degrees,

40 minutes. Wind eaft ; no current ; courfe fouth-weft,

one quarter fouth.

Wednefday, June 29. Strong gales of wind through-

out ; at three paffed a cape of the ifland Cufma ; about

five the horizon became clouded ; and at fix we had a

fhower, which did not laft long. The wind returned to

the north-eaft, with fuch violence as carried away the fore

and mizen top-mafts. The cargo fliifted with the fliock,

and fix buts of water were ftaved. I was chagrined at this

lofs, more particularly becaufe I was convinced that our

cafks would not hold tight in a hot climate.

According to the report, five fick ; the pump clear. La-

titude in 48 degrees, 40 minutes; longitude in 18 de-

grees, 30 minutes. Wind north-eaft ; no current ; courfe

fouth-weft, one quarter weft.

Thurfday, June 30. Hazy weather, with rain ; wind
from north-eaft to north, with a heavy fwell from north-

weft.

As



COUNT DE BENYOWSKY. 351

As I v/as defirous of taking every precaution to fecure

us againft the inconvenience of the want of water, I gave
orders for the regular diftribution of an allowance. But
Mr. Stephanow came and reprefented to me, in the name of

the company, that the allowance of bifcuit and water I had
fet was not enough, and that they required twice as much,
as well as an allowance of brandy, which they were in need
of to keep up their fpirits. This proceeding of Mr. Ste-

phanow irritated me to fuch a degree, that I threatened to

throw him overboard if he continued his cabal. I recol-

led:ed myfelf however, and was defirous of convincing hi'm

of the abfurdity of his conduct. But he paid no attention

to me, and left the cabin with the groffeft invedlives,with-
out doubt with the intention of carrying his plot into exe-

cution. To prevent this, I affenlbled the chiefs of the

company, in order to confult vv^hat was beft to be done ; for

I was well convinced, from my knov/ledge of the indivi-

duals who compofed Stephanow's party, that they were dif-

pofed to proceed to more ferious confequences. We had

fcarcely met, before we received information that Stephanow
had encouraged a party of the affociates to broach a barrel

of water to quench their thirft ; and with a view to per-

fuade them more effeftually, he had declared that we were
near the land, as he was certainly affured by my own ob-

fervations and the charts I had compofed from the infor-

mation of Mr. Ochotyn, &c. He told them, that he

knew very well the reafon'^^why I had determined not to

anchor at this land, and promifed to tell the reafon

in fecret another time ; but that it was highly neceffary,

at this moment, to compel me to obey their orders. This

report determined us to go vipon deck, to advife the affo-

ciates

f
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ciates to retvini to their duty ; but we found them all armed,

with Mr. Stephanow at their head, who fpared no impreca-

tion againll me, and declared, that as the company had

eleded him chief, he would preferve my life merely for

the purpofe of encreafing my fufferings. He then ordered

his people to feize me ; but luckily lor me, Mr. Kuznec-

zow thought of awakening the aflociates, who were afieep

in their hammocks. Thcfe came up the fore-fkuttle, to

the number of nine, all armed, and prevented them from

proceeding to violence. Being thus confined to the forc-

cafkle, we were fpedlators of the greateft diforders, which

Mr. Stephanow himfelf could not remedy; for the aflociates

of his party having entered the cabin, brought up three

cafl^s of brandy ; and while this kind of provifion lafted,

it was partly drank by them, and partly thrown about the

deck. In the midft of this debauch the adtors were inter-

rupted by the night, and being all drunk, without know-
ing what they did, or paying the leaft attention to the re-

monftrances of Mr. Stephanow, they went down to reft.

Seeing himfelf thus deftitute of all iupport, the unhappy
wretch followed them, to reprefent the dangers they ex-

pofed themfelves to by fufFcring me to refume the au-

thority.

We took advantage of their confufion to fhut the main

hatchway ; and while I went to vifit my cabin, Mr. Panow,

with two aflociates, Sibaew and Loginow, feized Stephanow,

whom they put in irons, and faftened to the mizen-maft.

At one in the morning Mr. Winbladth informed me, that

the revolters, heated by the great quantity of brandy they

had drank, and dcfirous of water, and at the fame time not

knowing what they did, had fl:avcd fourteen caflvs of water,

4 which
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which was entirely loft, and there remained no more than

two cafks and an half in all.

Such were the confequences of the rage which Stephanow

had excited. My friends advifed me to feize the' crimi-

nals and put them all in irons. But I was too much affe(5i:ed

with the profpecl of our approaching mifery to think of ad-

ding to our prefent and future unhappy reflections by an

open difiention.

At five o'clock, having taken the precaution to feize the

arms of all who had followed the party ofSteplianow, I muf-
tered the whole company on deck, where I expofed to them
the condud; of Stephanow, and reprefented in ftrong terms

the fufierings to which we were now expofed, without the

pofTibility of a remedy. The unhappy men, who had per-

petrated the crime of loflng our water, were entirely igno-

jant of the circumftance when informed of it. Their defpair

then burft forth in accufations of Stephanow, as the author

of all that they had done. With one voice they demanded
his death ; they inflfted on facrificing fuch a monfter, and it

was not without the greateft difficulty that I prevailed on
them to fpare his life. But as it was neceffary to fliew him
that I had power to punifh crimes, I propofed that lie

fhould be declared unworthy of the fociety, and con-

demned him to ferve as affiftant to the cook. The fame

fentence was pafTed upon the Sieur Sudekin, fecretary at

Kamchatka, whom I had brought away prifoner, and who
had fince attached himfelf to Stephanow. Stephanow was
then brought to the main-maft to hear his fentence, and as he
fuppofed I fhould condemn him to death, he was mean
enough to implore my compaflion, and ftill meaner after he

had heard his fentence read. He thanked me for the pity
• Vol. I. Z z I had
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I had (liewn on this occafion. Mr. Panow, enraged at his

puiilanimity, would have fliot him through the head, if 1

had not prevented him.

According to the report, twenty-one fick; the pump
clear. Latitude in 47 degrees, 40 minutes ; longitude in

15 degrees, 30 minutes. Wind irom north to north-eafti

no current ; courfe fouth-weft.

Friday, July i, 1771. The wind drawing round to

the weftward, and increajGing with rain. Saw a large quantity

of floating weed; and the colour of the water appearing

changed, founded feveral times, but got no bottom. The
company employed in colle6ling rain water, of which we
obtained two caiks. This fupply was very acceptable ; but

as the water tafted of tar, the affociates engaged to drink

no other, in order to preferve the reft of our ftock for

myfelf, the lick, and our female companions. Mr. Kuz-
neczow informed me of this refolution. At the clofe of

the evening it fell calm; but at two, A. M. the wind

rofe, and blew frefh from north-weft, one quarter weft.

At ftx, M. Le Surin informed me that there ftill remained

four cafks of water, which were covered with the planks

that formed the cabin of his lady. This account ^vas very

agreeable ; but I ordered him not to communicate his dif-

covery to his affociates. This day we replaced the fore and

mizen topmafts.

According to the report, four ftck ; the pumps clear.

Latitude in 46 degrees, 30 minutes; longitude in 12 de-

grees, 35 minutes. Wind north north-weft ; no current;

courfe fouth-weft.

Saturday, July 2. Clofe cloudy weather. At one,

P. M. a (quail came on, with abundance of rain ; after

I which
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which the wind ilackened, and at three it became cahn

;

but the rippling of the fea gave me reafon to apprehend

that we were in a ftrong current. At * the

fea was fo agitated, that the vefTcl roiled very much, and

it was not without fome apprehenfion, that I fav/ the main
and mizen yards touch the furface of the water, At feven

the weather became fqually from the north-v;eft quarter,

from whence we had a ftrong gale. I had already taken in

all the reefs : the courfe of the veflel through the water

made a confiderable noife, occafioned by a current con-

trary to its direction, and to which, no doubt, we were

indebted for our prefervation ; for, in the obfcurity of the

night, we fhould not have been otherwife able to have

avoided running afliore. The break of day rendered our

dangler evident, as we faw breakers at the diftance of three

quarters of a league. I immediately founded, and got

ground at thirty-fix fithoms, the bottom conlifting of mud
and broken fliells. At nine, A. M. we approached the

fhore, and anchored in twenty-eight fathoms ; after which I

immediately fent the fmall boat on fliore, with Mr. Kuz-
neczow, to examine the coaft, in order to difcover fome

port or harbour. The ftrength of the wind, however,

parted our cable, and drove us out; I therefore fired fcve-

ral guns for the boat, as I had little hope of reaching the

coaft with fo impetuous a wind. The fear of lofing our boat

and people, obliged me to lay to ; but the current carry-

ing us rapidly towards the fhore, I occafionally fet the

mizen. This manoeuvre fatigued the veffel greatly, and

was frequently attended with evident danger of deftruc-

tion.

* A blank in the M. S.

Z z 2 Accord-
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According to the report, fix fick; the pump clear.

Latitude in 4.5 degrees, 57 minutes; longitude in 11 de-

grees, 30 minutes. Wind from north-weft, to north-weft,,

one quarter weft.

Sunday, July 3. A very heavy gale from north-weft

to weft; fhip laying to, and firing minute guns, to recal

the boat. At four, P. M. we clued up the mizen, and

the yefi'el meeting the fwell, fhipped a confiderable quantity

of water, and it was with fome difficulty that ftie was

righted. The aflbciates, at the clofe of day, being appre-

henfive of being expofed to a repetition of the fame danger,

infifted, that 1 ftiould either continue my courfe, or run

the veflel aground on a fand bank which they had ob-

ferved. I reprefented to them, that it would be an ad of

the utmoft barbarity to abandon nine of our moft faithful,

companions, upon an unknown land, to the mercy of the

favages ; and that, therefore, I was determined rather to pe-

rifh than quit the fhore ; as I would not confcnt to bear the

reproach of having abandoned any of my companions. I

told them, that I was afhamed of their want of delicacy,

in making fuch a propofal as that of deferting their com-
panions; and that, with regard to their fecond requeft, it

was impoflible to carry it into execution, becaufe the v/ind,

having veered round to. the eaftward, did not permit us to^

reach the fhore at any particular fpot ; and the only means

of accomplifhing this, confifted in abandoning the vefl^el to

the current, which might probably throw us on the reef.

For thefc reafons, I informed them that I was firm.ly re-

folved to confent to no part of their propofal. This de-

termined anfwer enraged them, and federal of them threat-

ened me ; among thefe, Baylakin cried out, that he would
foon.
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foon put an end to the difpute ; and, fnatching a knife ouf
ot the hands of one that ftood by, he ran towards me. I

prevented his piirpofe by firing a piftol, which fortunately

difabled, without killing him. Upon this, feveral of the

aiTociates prepared to enter into a conteft by main force;

but the fight of MefTrs. Panow, Cruftiew, Baturin, Wyn-
bladth, and feveral others, armed with piftols, and ready

to obey my commands, checked their impetuofity. At
length the night clofed in, without fight of our companions;

for this reafon I kept two fires on board, and fired cannon
at regular intervals, About eight, the watch called out,

that he heard a fhouting. We all ran to verify the fad:,

and had the great fatisfaftion to behold feveral flafiies, at a

fmall diftance from us. Their fhort duration convinced us

that it was our companions, who fired their riiufquets,, in

which circumftance we were not deceived. At a quarter paft

eight they came on board, on the larboard fide, not with-

out fome rifk of fcaving the boat. Their happy return

confounded the mutineers, who durft not fhew their faces.

Mr. Kuzneczow gave me an account of the difficulties

and fatigue attending his return ; and, indeed, it was a mi-

racle that the boat had been able to refift the forces of the

lea. His report was, that, an hour after he left the veffcl,

he arrived near the lliore, but finding it impoifible to ga
on fliore,, he was obliged to raw round a headland, wliich

fheltering him from the wind, prefented a favourable place

of landing in an harbour, where he found feveral boats at

anchor, and a very large two-mafted veiTel ; that v/hcn he

came on fhorc, he faw inhabitants, cloathcd in the Chinefe

manner, in blue, with parafols. Fie accofted them with-

Gut hefitation, having left his fix affociates in the boat.

The
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The iflanders invited him to go further up the country
;

which he fhould have complied with, if he had not heard the

fignal lor his return. At this fignal, he did every thing in

his power, by iigns and gcftures, to convince the iflanders

that he was obHged to return. They fhewed no defire to

retain him ; but all which he could underfland, amounted

to a wifh, on their part, to explain to him that the wea-

ther was very unfavourable to go out to fea, and that he

ought to ftay on fhore, and return the next day in the

morning. But that, when they perceived he was deter-

mined to depart, one among the iflanders laid his hand
upon his breaft, (a flgn of friendfliip, as he undcrftood)

and then prefented him with his parafol, and a pipe, with

a little ba^ containing tobacco ; that he himfelf, in return,

having nothing about him to prefent to the iflandcr, had

given him his fabre, mounted with filver ; and that the

iflander, charmed with his behaviour, had given him a

knife. With refpeft to the country, he informed me, that

he had fecn a number of hogs, but no black cattle ; and

that the huts, or fmall houfes, built near the fhore, were

regularly placed, and perfcdlly fhaded by rows of trees, and
the coaft appeared well wooded.

This report, which was heard by all the company, excited

a deflre to go on fliore; and they intreated me to ufe every

exertion to continue in its neighbourhood. I was no lefs

interefted than themfelves, and therefore determined to

keep near the fhore. But all our hopes vanifhed when we
found the wind fix at the weft, with redoubled force.

I endeavoured to keep my pofition till two A. M. but then

being no longer able to lay to, I fet fail under the fore-ftay-

fail, and departed at the rate of eight or nine knots an hour.

At
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At day-break, the veffel was furrounded with porpoifes and

various fea birds, and the wind continued to fredien. Plate

I 2 contains a view of the fhore, taken by Mr. Kuzneczow.

According to the report, four fick, one wounded
; pump

clear. Latitude in 45 degrees, 20 minutes ; longitude in

13 degrees, o minutes. Wind weft; courfc fouth-eaft,

one quarter eaft.

Monday, July 4. A hard gale, with occalional fhowcrs,

which gave me fome hope of its flackening; but unfor-

tunately it continued with the utmoft violence, and de-

prived me of every hope of regaining the coaft we had

quitted ; I therefore hauled wind, and held on my courfe.

This day I examined the parafol, which was brought by

Mr. Kuzneczow. It was made of paper, foaked Vvdth oil,

and painted with feveral Chinefe and Japanefe characters.

The pipe was of a compound metal, of a white colour ; and

the purfe, containing the tobacco, was embroidered fatin.

The knife was perfectly well tempered, and the handle was

ivory, well iinifhed. Thefe circumftances convinced me
that the iflanders traded with the Japanefe. About fun-fet

the wind abated, and permitted me to fet the mizen and

clofe reefed topfails.

According to the report, three fick, one wounded. La-

titude in 44 degrees, 6 minutes; longitude in 1 2 degrees,

o minutes. Wind weft; courfe fouth-fouth-weft.

Tuefday, July 5. Hot weather, and the wind veering

round to the fouthward. Tliis day was employed in fetting

up our rigging, v/hich the hot weather had flackened. I

likev/ife changed our fails, which were lb rent and worn,

that
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that their effe£t was confidcrably diminifl-ied. I diftributcd

the old fails among the company, to make trowfers.

This day a council was held to determine, whether we
ought to fail for Japan ; for as I had no pofitivc know-
ledge of any ifland, I thought it proper to take this courfe,

to avoid the fufferings which threatened us for the want of

provifions and water. Our provifions confifted of fix cafks

of fait hfh, and two cafks of dried fifli ; but the dried fifli

began to putrify by the heat, and convinced me that we
could not ufe it much longer. Ail our bifcuit was con-

fumed, and our whole refource confifted in thefe two cafks

of dried fifh, with two cafks of rain water, and four cafks

of fweet water. I could not, therefore, depend on more
than fix or eight days provifion, and fourteen days drink.

The council determined to hold our courfe towards Japan,

but to put in at any ifland we might come in fight of.

This refolution was commimicated to the whole company,

who were very fubmiflive, and confented to the decifion,

from the fear of hunger. M. Meder, having infpedled our

provifion of fait fifh, afTured me, that in one or two days I

fliould be obliged to throw the whole overboard ; and,

in order to turn it to the beft advantage, he advifed me to

boil the faked fifh to the confiftence of a pafte, and after-

wards dry the pafte into the form of bread, which might

ferve us in cafe of extreme need. I very much approved

of this advice, and gave liim charge to carry it into execu-

tion. The night was clear and ftarry ; at fix, A. M. the

wind became variable, and at ten it fixed at north-weft.

This day we prepared lines for catching fifh, fevcral of

which we had feen.

Accord-
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According to the report, five fick, and one wounded
j

the pump clear. Latitude in 43 degrees, 20 minutes
j

longitude in 12 degrees, 8 minutes. Wind wefl-fouth-

weft, and north; courfe fouth-fouth-eaft.

Wednefday, July 6. Clofe cloudy weather to the north-

weft, but the rain having abated the force of the wind and
the fwell of the fea, we fet all our fails, and direfted our
courfe to the \veftward. This day we faw a quantity of

floating fea-weed, and feveral birds, which dire6ted their

flight to the north-weft. The iifhermen took no more than

two middling fized fifti, weighing together about three

pounds. At fun-fet we heard thunder, for the firft time
;

the (liip's company thereupon entreated me to permit them
to be bled, as, without that precaution, they apprehended

bad confequences from the heat, which they had already

began to feel. I confented to their requeft with fo much
the more willingnefs, as the precaution could not be hurt-

ful to their health. The night was dark, without any

appearance of the moon ; but the veflel making great "^vay,

gave us fpirits. At day-break the quartermafter called out

land. I went on deck, and likewife miftook fome low
clquds for land ; but fun-rife diflipated the charm. In the

morning Mr. Meder bled fifteen of the affociates.

According to the report, three fick, one wounded ; the

pump clear. Latitude in 43 degrees, 20 minutes ; lon»

gitude in 9 degrees, 4 minutes. Wind north one quarter

weft ; courfe weft one quarter fouth.

Thurfday, July 7. Very fine weather, and fmooth
water. Tlie heat of the fun was fuch, that it niL-lt^d the

pitch off the fides of the veflel. I gave orders to pay it

afrefli, and to wet the decks and fides every morning at

Vol. L a aa fun-
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fun-rife. The heat of the fun being very troublefome, I

cut up a fail to make an awning. This day we fitted out

the fhallop, and the company was employed in cleaning

their arms, and making fmall cordage : the night was very

fine. At nine, A. M. we £i\v fomething floating on the

water, and immediately lowered the boat, and rowed to-

wards it. The boats cre^v, on their return, brought another

boat, very much damaged, and overfet. When \vc had got

it on board, I obferved that it w^as a fmall fifhing boat, for I

found fome lines, made of twifted filk, ftill faftened to it.

The company, after examining the boat, undertook to re-

pair it, to fervc in cafe of need. This day fifteen other

affociates were bled.

According to the report, three fick ; the wounded man
able to come to work. Latitude in 42 degrees, o minutes;

longitude in 6 degrees, 38 minutes. iS^ind north-north-

weft ; courfe fouth-weft one quarter fouth.

Friday, July 8. The wind gradually increafing, with

fine weather, and the fun fhining ftrong. This day we
made a trial of the fifh-bread ; we found it harfh, four,

and very fait, but necefiity obliged us to eat it. At fun-

fet, faw a great number of porpoifes, but could catch

none. The night was fine and clear, throughout. At
day-break, four of the aflociates prefented themfelves, in

the name of the company, to afk forgivenefs, in favour of

Mr. Stephanow; and as I was aflured of their fidelity to

me, I promifed to comply with their requeft, with {o

jnucli more fatisfadion, as I defired nothing more ardently

than to convince the company how much I was devoted to

their wiflies. After their departure, I alTcmbled a com-
mittee ot tlie principal aflcjciates, to whom I declared my

intention
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intention to receive Mr. Stephanow again into our fociety.

They all confented to my refolution, except Mr. Panow,
who declared that I Oioiild have more than one occafion,

hereafter, to complain of this infamous man, for whom,
as a relation, he had fo much caufe to bluOi, This day

Mr. Meder bled twenty of the alTociates.

According to the report, three fick ; the pump clear.

Latitude in 41 degrees, 28 minutes; longitude in 4 de-

grees, 26 minutes. Wind north-north-weft ; courfe fouth-

weft one quarter weft.

Saturday, July 9. Purfuant to my refolution, I caufed

Mr. Stephanow to be called, and acquainted him that he

was forgiven, and received into our fociety ; at the fame

time that I exhorted him to defift, at length, from his en-

mity to me, and reprefented to him, that he ought not to

doubt the fincerity with which I offered my friendfliip, as

it was entirely in my power to clear myfelf of him. He
appeared extremely fatisfied, and promifed, on his fiith

and honour, to conduct himfelf with more delicacy in fij-

ture : he fpared no oaths to confirm his repentance ; and,

as a final confirmation, he entreated me to affemble the

whole company, before whom lie was defirous of publick-

I'y acknowledging his fault, and demanding pardon. And
though I excufed myfelf, by obferving, that I neither could

nor ought to permit fuch a proceeding on his part
;

yet he

perfifted, and intreated thofe preient to fecond his propofal

;

alTuring them, that he fhould not enjoy any peace, until

he had convinced the whole company that his heart and

his words agreed. As I faw it was not in my power to

change his refolution, I begged Mr. Crufticw to comply
Vvith Mr. Stephanow's demand.

A a a 2 After
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After the departure of Mr. Cruftiew with the penitent^

I expreffed my joy to Mr. Panovv, to fee his relation at

length recalled to reafon ; but this gallant man allured me,

that I fhould find myfelf deceived in my hopes, as he knew
him too well to hope for amendment. He added, that he be-

lieved him, at that moment, to be truly difpofed to keep

his engagement ; but that he would lay any wager, that,

before eight days were expired, he would give new proofs

of the wickednefs of his difpofition ; for which reafon, he

ftrongly urged me never to place any confidence in fuch a

wretch.

At five P. M. word was brought, that the hoops of one

of the water cafks had given way, and the water was en-

tirely run out ; and that another cafk was two-thirds

empty ; fo that no more than three cafks and fome pots of

water remained, with about nine hundred poimds of iifh

dried, or in the form of bread. In a ftate of extreme anx-

iety, and extenuated by continual tatigue, I palled a cruel

night ; and as it was necelTary to conceal my uneafinefs

from the affociates, this reftraint overcame me to fuch a de-

gree, that I was feveral times, during^ the night, ready to

faint. There was no rsafon to hope for rain or dew, as the

feafon unfortunately was dry ; and 1 had no knowledge of

the pofition of the neighbouring lands, upon which I could

place any well-grounded expedlation. At day-break I aflem-

bled the whole company, to give them an account ofour fitua-

tion, and to propofe that they fhould be put to the allow-

ance of half a pound of fifl:i, and half a bottle of water a

day ; and in order to convince them of the truth of what I

aflerted, I caufcd the provifion of fifh to be brought upon

deck, where, inflead of nine hundred pounds, we unfor-

tunately
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tunately found only four hundred and fixty pounds;and upon,

examination, the water proved to be much lefs than three

calks. This fltuation reduced them to defpair, for they af-

fured me that it would be impoffible to fupport life on fuch

an allowance of fuch food as the filli, which likewife produced

extreme thirft. Their reprefentations were but too true, as I

knew by my own experience ; and to prevent every difpute

concerning thediftribution, I divided our provilion among all

the afiociatesj and every one received his part, confifting of

about four pounds and three quarters; and 1 referved the

bifcuit, though damaged, for the ufe of the women. Se-

veral of the affociates received their provifions, weeping

bitterly ; and others curfed thofe who had led them to the

revolution at Kamchatka.—Such was the fcene which now
prefented itfelf before my eyes.

According to the report, lix fick ; the pump clear. La-

titude in 39 degrees, 40 minutes; longitude in 5 degrees,

o minutes. Wind fouth-weft one quarter weft ; courfe

fouth-fouth-eaft.

Sunday, July i o. Clear weather, and exceiUve hot ; a

flrong breeze, but unfteady. At fiin-fet the wind freflien-

ed, and the clouds drove along with great fwiftnefs. At
eleven, P. M. it thundered, and the clouds broke ; very

little rain fell on board. At four A. M. handed the fmall

fails. The vefTel lying along, made a coniiderable quantity

of water; for this reafon, I gave orders for covering the up-

per works with tarred fail cloth.

Latitude in 38 degrees, o minutes; longitude in 5 de-

grees, o minutes. Wind weft-north-wcfl; ; courfe fouth-

weft one quarter fouth.

Monday,
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Mondayi July ii. A ftrong gale, and cloudy, with

continual thunder and lightning. Prudence required us to

lay to, but our fituation did not admit of it ; for this rea-

fon, I encouraged the afibciates to continue the fervice,

but unfortunately they were all fo difheartened, that I de-

fpaired of keeping the fhip by the wind. A dreadful night

fucceeded this day, with every horrid circumftance that can

be imagined at fea; the fore and mizen topfails ^vere at once

blown from the yards, and the noife of the torn fails en-

creafcd the fears of the company. The wind encreafed by
fudden gufts, which threatened to difmaft us entirely ; and

as none of the affociates would go aloft, it was impoflible

to hand the topfails. At three, A. M. the mizen maft

was fplit by the lightning, but it did not take fire. The
deck was conftantly filled with water ; and if the wind had

changed with that rapidity which I have fo often experi-

enced in my navigation, we had been loft, without re-

fource ; happily, however, it continued in the fame

quarter.

According to the report, twent)—three fick ; cleared the

well from twenty-eight to fix inches water. Latitude in

36 degrees, 25 minutes ; longitude in 3 degrees, o mi-
nutes. Wind weft-north-weft ; courfe fouth-weft one

quarter fouth.

Tuefday, July 12. Meffrs, Cruftiew and Panow re-

prefented to me, that feveral of the affociates, having con-

fumed their pro\d{ions, were in danger of perifhing by

hunger, if I did not find fome expedient. They had al-

ready broke forth in exclamations of defpair : being there-

fore obliged to apply my thoughts to the invention of an

exf)cdient) I f^'H upon that of boiling fome fkins of beavers,

and
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and feafoning them with whale oil. I communicated this

idea to my friends, who received it with gratitude. To
make a trial, I gave orders to fcald and clean a fkin, and
then boil it. At fix, P. M. it was entirely prepared ; and
when I found that this ragout was capable of prcferving us

from dying with hunger, I immediately diftributed it to

the alfociates. The eagernefs with which they fet about

preparing their meal, made them forget the danger we
were in from the impetuofity of the wind, and it was not

poflible to employ them in any other fervice on board ; fo

that the whole care of the veffel fell upon me and the of-

ficers. Throughout the night the v/ind continued with

unabated violence, and the fwell of the fea began to threaten

us with the laft extreme of danger ; when all at once,

about four, A. M. its force flackened, and I was not a

little furprized to perceive that the fea became fmooth, al-

mofl immediately. This circumftance indicated the vici-

nity ot land, but in what direction to feek it, was a thing

impoffible to be determined. At day-break my compa-
nions thanked me for having employed my thoughts in pro-

curing them fome nourifhment ; and as there was no other

provihon on board, I caufed fome fkins to be drelTed for

the Tick. Mr. Meder informed me, that feveral of the af-

fociates had wafhed their fhoes and half boots, and that, at

the inftant he was fpeaking, there were more than twenty

pair in the pot. In fa6l, this report was confirmed ; and

I could only groan at the fcene of mifery, which, in the

fpace of twenty-four hours, could not but be greatly en-

creafed by the want of water.

According to the report, twenty-nine lick ; the pump
clear, as ufual. Latitude in 35 degrees, 4 minutes; lon-

1 gitude
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critude in i degree, o minutes. Wind wefl-north-weft
;

courfe fouth-weft one quarter fouth.

Wednefday, July 13. The weather clearing up gra-

dually, with fome intervals of fun-fliine, I gave orders to

open the hatches, to air the vcfTcl ; after which we cleared

the wreck of the mizen maft, and bent another mizen ftay

fail, which had been carried away. To replace the mizen

maft, I made ufe of a main topmaft, which I had taken in

exchange at Kamchatka ; and, notwithftanding our weak-

nefs, we fucceeded in getting it ftepped before dark. Dur-

ing the time we were employed in this work, the women
were bufied in unpacking the fkins. They conftfted of

feven hundred and eighty-two beavers, two hundred and

fixty-eight foxes, and one thoufand nine hundred fables,

all which were diftributed to the company. At day-break

we difcovered a great quantity of floating weeds, and faw

birds which refembled eagles. This fight renewed in my
mind that glimpfe of hope, which alone enables us to fur-

mount obftacles that appear invincible. About noon we
obferved the clouds become black to the fouthward, and we
waited with impatience for a fquall, to fupply us with fome

proviflon of water. Our expeftation, however, was de-

ceived, for the wind remained fteady.

According to the report, twenty fick ; the pump clear as

ufual. Latitude in 33 degrees, 50 minutes; longitude in

358 degrees, 56 minutes. Wind weft-north-weft ; courfe

fouth-weft.

Thurfday, July 14. Clear hot weather; a ftrong and

fteady breeze, with a following fwell. Mr. Meder informed

me, that there were no more than fifty pints of water on

board, and that he thought it proper to keep at leaft half

4 for
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for the fick. I gave him orders accordingly, to referve

half, and the reft was diftribiited among the aflbciatcs at

day-break. For my own part, having no longer any ex-

pectation of means to remedy the want of water, I rcligned

jmyfelf to that fate, which overwhelmed me by fuch dread-

ful trials, and being no longer able to find any ground for

hope, I palTed the night in refpiring the cool air. The
break of day at laft appeared, and the frefhnefs of the

morning revived me a little. At feven I aflifted in the dif-

tribution of the water. My companions received it with

avidity, and feveral among them drank it off at the inflant;

others, more careful, were attentive in preferving it. Af-

ter die diftribution, as I concluded it to be impoflible that

I fhould much longer fupport life, and finding myfelf op-

preffed v/ith weaknefs, occafioned by hunger, I prefented

my chart to the company, and pointed out to them, that

we were ftill two hundred and forty, or perhaps three hun-
dred leagues from the coaft of Japan ; that I had no know-
ledge of any ifiand near us, and that confequently fix or

feven days would be required to reach it, even with a fa-

vourable wind, of which there was no probable appearance;

and as I did not apprehend that I could fupport life for

fuch a length of time, in our prefent circumftances, I

thought it proper to point out to them, the courfe they

might hold, in cafe they fhould be fo happy as to furvive.

This natural confidence with which I opened my fcnti-

ments to them, affected them flrongly, and it was not

without the moft forcible emotions, that I beheld them all

eager to offer me a part of their lots. On this cccalion,

Sudiakow declared, that he ftill had three fait fifli in Iiis

cheft, which he offered m'", as well as a pitcher of water,

Vol. I. B b b which
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which he had faved out of his own allowance. This noble

adlion was univcrfally applauded, and he received the lir-

name of Generous, which the company gave him. Being

forced to accept this alTiftance, I confented, on condition

of his (haring it with me. When I took the meridian al-

titude, the company requefted me to direct my courfe to

Japan.

According to the report, eighteen fick ; the pump clear,

as ufual. Latitude in 32 degrees, 36 minutes ; longitude

in 357 degrees, 15 minutes. Wind from north-weft to

north-north-weft; courfe fouth-fouth-weft.

Friday, July 15. Fine weather, with the fun fhining

ftrongly ; a current fetting to the weftward. Saw a num-
ber of birds, among which we fuppofed fome to be land

birds, which gave new hopes to the company. Several on
board having drank the fea water, were feized with a vio-

lent vomiting. Mr. Meder attempted to correal the fea

Water, by infufing tea in it; but this precaution did not

deprive it of its bitternefs. I made a trial of it myfelf.

At fun-fet, two of the company from the maft-head cried

out land. Every one immediately hurried aloft ; but the

fun being fet, they could fee nothing. The men who
thought they faw the land, informed me, that it lay a little

to the fouthward of weft ; I therefore fet all the fails, and

ordered a ftrong night watch; but having failed from the

time they thought they faw the land, till four in the morn-
ing, over a fpace of twenty-four leagues and three quarters,

they were convinced that they had taken the clouds for the

land. At five, A. M. nothing was feen from the maft-

head but very thick clouds before us. At this time my
dog, Ncftor, flood on the forecaftle, continually barking,

and
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and fnuffing up the air. Mr. Meder obfcrving this cir-

cumftance, ran to me, and affurcd me, that he no longer

doubted of the vicinity of the land, as he knew it to be

ufual for dogs to fmell it. Mr. Kuzneczow himfelf went
to the top maft-head, fwearing that he would not come
down until he faw the land. At eight he called out land,

but a moment after, cried, that he had miftaken clouds for

the land. At nine, Saccharic, my American, looking out

a-head with the reft, called out, Alakfina, Alakfina, and
pulled me towards the forecaftle, faying in Ruffian, of

which he had learnt fome few words, " Come along."

When I came on the forecaftle, he fhewed me the place

with his finger, continually repeating Alakfina, though
none of us could difcover any thing. I called out to Mr.
Kuzneczow, informing him, that the American faw land

;

but Kuzneczow replied, that he faw nothing. I therefore

fent Saccharic to the maft-head, to fliew him the place,

and fent up my telefcope. At half paft nine, Mr. Kuz-
neczow at laft called out land. On his aflurance, I went
up myfelf, and had the pleafure to fee, at laft, the profpedt

of our fufferings beingr mitig;ated. At eleven, the land be-

ing evident before us, I founded, and got ground in twenty-

eight fathoms ; and after failing within a quarter of a

league of the coaft, we anchored in fourteen fathoms.

According to the report, twenty-fix fick ; the pump
clear. Latitude in 32 degrees, 47 minutes; longitude in

355 degrees, 8 minutes. Wind north one quarter weft
;

courfe weft 5 degrees north.

Saturday, July 16. At anchor, near an ifland, at one

quarter of a league diftance, in eighteen fathom water.

Wind from north to north-north-weft. At tvv'o, P. M.
B b b 2 fent
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fent Mr. Panow and Kuzneczow afliore, with twelve afTo-

ciates in the canoe, to examine the coaft, and endeavour

to find forae harbour, in which we might moor in I'afety.

I- fent feveral cafks likewife, that they might bring fome

water. At nine we faw three fires on fhore, which were

the fignal of the difcovery of an harbour ; but the fires ap-

peared to us to be two leagues difi:ant to the north-wefi: of

our anchorage. At eleven the boat returned with four

men, and fome water, which was eagerly confumed. Si-

baew informed me, that Kuzneczow had difcovered a very

commodious bay, on the northern fide of the ifland, into

which fell a rivulet of frefh water ; and that he begged I

would fend back the boat, that he might return, at day-

break, and condu6l the vefiTel to her moorings. This hap-

py news was very comfortable to every one on board ; but

the continuation of his narrative was ftill more fatisfadory,

when he afliired me, that there was a quantity of hogs and

and goats on the ifland. At this recital every one was de-

firous of going on fhore ; and it was with the greateft dif-

ficulty that I could retain a few of them on board to work
the fhip. The affociates, attending only to their own wants,

feized the fliallop, and departed, to the number of forty-

nine. After the departure oi the fliallop, I fent the fmall

boat likev/ile, armed with fix men, to obey the orders of

Mr. Kuzneczow.
At a quarter pafl: five, A. M. weighed, and made fail

under the topfails. At fix, faw the fmall boat out at fea,

and continued my courfe along the coafl:, north-weft one

quarter north; the profpe6t on fhore was very agreeable.

At eight it became calm, and I Was obliged to anchor again

in twelve fathoms. At the fame time I gave orders to Mr.

Kuzneczow
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Kuzneczow to go in fearch of the fhallop, that they might
return, and tow the veffel in. At half paft nine the fhal-

lop and canoe arrived, and I entered the bay, in which I

moored in fix fathom water, and at the diftance of fixty

fathoms from the fhore. One of our cables was faftened 011

the fhore, and the fheet anchor was down, at the diftance

of one hundred and twenty fathoms to feaward.

According to the report, eighteen jQck ; the pump clear.

Latitude in 32 degrees, 47 minutes ; longitude in 355 de-

grees, eight minutes. Wind north the firft part, afterwards

calm; courfe weft, 5 degrees north and north- weft.

Sunday, July 17. Sent the ftck and the women on
fhore, leaving only four men and two officers on board, as

a guard. Employed this day in cutting wood, and erecting

huts and tents, as well as a ftorehoufe, to land our whole
cargo. Mr. Wynbladth undertook to raife a battery, in

which he placed two three pounders. The aflbciates, who-

had gone on fliore the day before, brought feveral pieces of

game for the fick, and a goat; others brought different

fruits and plants, of a delicious tafte. I forbad them, how-
ever, to eat them raw ; but when boiled or roafted, they

proved very good, and wholefome. The abundance of

water, and plenty of provifions, foon made the company
forget their paft fufferings ; and their converfation ran en-

tirely on the happy and comfortable fituation before them.

For my part, I rejoiced at the event, which had deli\Tred

me from the horrors of a cruel death, and the reproaches of

my companions.

The night was fine, but the beauty of the fky did not

prevent me from employing the whole in fleep ; for my
frame, exhaufted with fatigue and watching, had need of

reft.
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reft. At day-break, I afTembicd the whole company, to

appoint the different fervices. Some received orders to

guard the veffel ; others were employed in the iifliery, in

the chace, or in fetting up the water butts ; repairing the

fails, &c. Atter this diftribution of their labours, I de-

clared my intention, that, as foon as we had made up our

provifions, I would fet fail for Manilla, on the Phillipinc

iflands, from whence we might moil eafily return into

Europe. My declaration was received with great coolnefs,

and the company replied, that they had need of repofe, in

the firft place ; and afterwards, they would confider what

fteps were the beft to be taken.

According to the report, eighteen flck.

Monday, July 18. On fliore, on the ifland of Liquor

;

a name which my companions gave to this ifland, on ac-

count of the excellent water they found here. At two,

P. M. Loginow, who had been fent to difcover the inte-

rior part oi" the ifland, with four aflLciates, returned, and
brought pine apples and bananas, in great quantities, with

feveral bundles of wood, with which, he aflTured me, the

ifland abounded. But that which excited the greateft afto-

nifhment, was feme pieces of rock cryftals, and flones,

containing metallic particles, which were very heavy, and
fhone like gold. The fight of the cryftal inflamed tlie

imagination of my affociates : they began to reafon upon
the circumftances, and concluded, that as the furface of

the earth produced cryftal, it doubtlefs contained diamonds

at a greater depth. The mineral they had found, could

be nothing, in their opinion, but gold. It was to no
purpofe that I reprefented, that appearances were often

fallacious; that rock cryftal would not change into dia-

monds ;
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monds- ; and that the pretended ore of gold, might be no-

thing more than marcafite. My reprefentations were not

attended to ; the illufion had taken too (Irong hold of their

minds, to be diffipated in as fhort a time as it was formed
;

and the vivacity with which the affociates had made their

refolutions, gave me reafon to apprehend ferious confe-

quences. Five of them prefented themfelves to declare,

that the affociates, being worn out with the fatigue and

fufferings they had experienced during their voyage, had
determined to fix their abode upon the ifland for fome
months ; and that with fo much the greater readinefs, as

they found fufficient abundance of provihons ; and that,

during this whole time, they meant to employ themfelves

in digging into the earth, to colle6t a quantity of ore, and
to blow up the rocks, with a view of coming at the balls of

the cryftal, that they might collect a quantity of gold and
diamonds, which would be ufeful to them on their return

to Europe. They accompanied this declaration with oaths,

that they were determined not to change their refolution
;

and they demanded, that I would give them my promife

to conform to their will ; but as I did not think proper to

give my word immediately, I difmiffed them with a pro-

mife, that I would confider of their propoiitions, and give

them my final anfwer the next morning.

After their departure, I affembled my friends, to deli-

berate upon the fteps proper to be taken. They advifed

me to fubmit to the pleafure of the company, as the law

of the ftrongeft ; and reprefented to me, that the affociates,

being on fiiore, would liften to no reafon : and as I was
well acquainted with their obftinacy, I had every reafon to

exped: they would come to extremities. Their advice

gave
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gave me no confolation ; for, by yielding to the will of the

company, I had nothing to expect but intrigues and ca-

bals, the ilTue of which might be of fatal confequences to

my party. I therefore paffed the night in contriving pro-

jects to bring them to their fenfes.

At day-break I found my tent furrounded with the aflb-

ciates, who demanded my refolution. My friends kept at

a diftance, to afllfl me in cafe of need. In this {ituation, I

thought it beft to reprefent to them, that I had determined

to have the ore examined, to be convinced whether it

contained gold or not ; for I thought it would be very ab-

furd to give ourfelves the trouble of colleding ftones, with-

out deriving any ad\'antage from them. 1 therefore re-

quefted my companions to nominate two amongft thcm-

felves, who underllood metallurgy, to make the alTay ; and

at the fame time declared to them, that in cafe the ore

turned out produ61:ive, I would immediately determine to

remain upon the iiland, as long as they thought proper: but

that the difcovery of the cryftal would avail us nothing, as I

was well affured that cryftal was never found in diamond

mines. The alTociates were fo firmly perfuadcd that the

ore could be nothing elfe but gold, that they were fatisfied

with my anfwer ; and deputed Andreanow and Ribnikow,

two goldfmiths, to make the afiay. It was with the greateft

fatisfadion that I gained fo far on the minds of fuch a num-
ber of headftrong people. My friends complimented me
upon my fuccefs ; and Mr. Panow affured me, that he

would do every thing in his power to deftroy the cabal,

which he fuppofed to be the work of Mr. Stephanow.

According to the report, fourteen fick.

4 Tuefday,
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Tuefday, July 19. Fine calm weather, but excefllvely

hot. This day a large quantity of iiQi was brought, half

of which I caufed to be dried, for our provifion, and the

other half was diftributed among the company. Mr. Ba-

turin informing me, that our ftock ot fait was confiderably

diminifhed, propofed to make a boiling ; I gave him three

Kamchadales to affift him. About two I made an excur-

iion into the country, in company with Mr. Panow and
Mr. Wynbladth : we found it very agreeable, and abound-
ing with cocoa nuts, orange and banana trees, with a cer-

tain fruit which refembled pears, but as they were too acid,

we did not eat them. On one of the fmall hills, we found

feveral pieces of cryftal, and of cinnabar - but the moil

agreeable difcovery we made, confiftcd in -the iight of about

fifty hogs. We followed them, with a view of killing

fome ; when the young pilot, PotofTiow, came to inform

me, that Mr. Stephanow had affembled a party of the aflb-

ciates, to whom he had fpoken with emphaiis, and that

they had all retired into the wood, to make an oath. Upon
this information, we returned towards our camp, where
we arrived at the beginning of the night, which was one of

the moft beautiful I ever beheld : the fky was without a

cloud, and the ftars fhone with a brilliancy and luftre that was
delightful to behold. I firft direded my fteps towards the tent

of Mr. Cruftiew, who was fuprized to hear the relation of

my difcovery \ and affured me, that throughout the whole

day, he had not quitted Stephanow, except for half an

hour, which appeared to him to be too fhort a time to form a

confederacy: butMr. Panow aiTurcd him that Mr. Stephanow

was capable of any thing ; and that he believed him to be

guilty. The former behaviour of the man, led me to adopt

Vol. I. Ccc the
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the opinion of Mr. Panow ; and I thought proper to take

meafures to prevent a plot. With this intention, I afTem-

bled thofe friends to whom I could fpeak with confidence ;

their number amounted to thirty-fix perfons. I immedi-

ately detached fix on board, to relieve thofe in the velTel

;

twelve others were difpofed to guai'd our fmall pieces on
fliore, and the reft remained under arms, to keep a regular

guard, without affording any caufe of fufpicion. Things

being thus difpofed, I waited for day-break. At feven in

the morning, the hunters were the firft who prefented

thcmfelves, to inform me that they had been unfuccefs-

ful, and had feen nothing ; though I was well affured that

they had been with Stephanow, inftead of following the

chace. I concealed my difpleafure ; but could hold no
longer, when I heard that all thofe whom I had appointed

to repair our cafks and lails, had refufed to continue

their work. I therefore gave orders for a general meeting

to be held at noon.

According to the report, eight fick.

Wednefday, July 20. Weather as yefterday. The
company being affembled, I explained our fituation, in

ftrong terms ; and the pains which I had conflaiitly taken

to fitisfy the defires of the company. I complained of their

ingratitude towards me, which was Ihewn in a new mutiny^

1 took notice of the obftinacy of the people not to work,

which would lead us to the moft dreadful neceflity; and I

demanded the reafons which had led them to a refolution fa

unworthy of men of fpirit and honour. Several of the affo-

ciates pointed out Mr. Stephanow, and cried out, " Speak,
*' and we will fupport you." Upon this fignal the wretch

fpoke, by loading me with inveftives, and threatening

both



COUNT DE BENYOWSKY. 379

both myfelf and Mr. Panow with fpeedy death. I inter-

rupted him in his imprecations, and made a fpeech, in

which I thanked the alTociates for having hitherto fharcd

my labours. I declared that I had preferved the command
over them for no other reafon, than to prefervc their lives,

in a voyage of great danger and difficulty; but that, at prc-

fent, as the greateft dangers were paft, I Ihould entirely

furrender the command ; and that they had nothing to do^

but chufe a chief. With refpecl to myfelf, I informed

them, that as I had nothing more to hope from men fo

deftitute of honour and probity, I was determined to quit

them, and live rather with the wild beafts, than among a

fet of uno;rateful men, whofe future condud: could not fail

to be made up ot crimes and M-'ickednefs. After this dif-

courfe, I retired ; faying, " Let thofe who have affection

" and attachment follow me." I was followed by thofe

whofe attachment I knew, and by twenty-two others, who
had appeared, till then, doubtful. On my return into my
tent, I found myfelf with fifty-two companions, befides lix

on board. I had nothing, therefore, to fear from the con-

fpirators, and employed the night in deliberating what was
befl to be done. At day- break, I was informed of the

arrival of deputies from Stephanow's party ; who informed

me, that having made themfelves mafter of the vefTel, they

had it in their pov/er to abandon me , but that their dcfigns

were more noble, as they aflured me, that they would
acknowledge me for their chief and king, provided I would
promife to remain upon the ifland with them ; and that,

to convince me that they were not come to impofe upon me,

three of their party would remain with me; and the com-
pany, as foon as they fliould be informed of my reiolution,

C c c 2 would
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would put Mr. Stephanow into my hands, that I might

have nothing to fear on his part. The furprize of the vef-

fel, filled me with confternation ; but I concealed it as well

as I could. My difgrace appeared inevitable ; for what

could I do upon a defert iiland without a velTel? For

this reafon, in order to recover fome infiuence over thefe

hcadftrong people, I invited them to a meeting, at which

I promifed to difcover the fentiments of my mind. The
company immediately aflembled, excepting Mr. Stephanow

with ten aflbciates, who were on board. I then reprefented

to them, that no one among them could be more truly

defirous of fixing his refidencc on this happy ifland, than

myfelf, but that various refledions prevented me from

adopting this refolution; and in order to fliew them that

they were well-founded, I declared to them, that our com-

pany confining ofa great number ofmen, and only eight wo-

men, the difproportion would hinder our union ; and that,

in faft, it was merely this want of women which had pre-

vented me from making the propofal to them of fixing our

refidence upon the ifland : But at length, as I faw they

had taken their refolution, I would acquiefce in their willies,

upon one hngle condition. Hereupon, they all cried out,

" Hear, hear." I then declared, that my intention was to

fail for Japan, and there make a defcent near a tov/n, from

which we would carry off as many women as we could feize,

together with cattle and grain. I concluded, by pro-

telling, that if they would engage to fecond me in this

projedt, I would promife to fettle with them upon the ifiand,

to which we might eahly return, and that one month would

be fufiicicnt for carrying the project into execution. I had

fcarcely finiilied my declaration, before they ail exclaimed,

1 " Long
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" Long live our Chief, long live our General ;" and they

came one after the other to kifs my hand.

Finding them brought to this point of fubmifTion, I re-

quired them to go on board, and bring Stephanow oji

fliore ; for I declared my apprehenlion, left that madman
might end his exploits by fetting fire to the veffel. This

fear took fuch inftantaneous hold of their minds, that they

ran with the greateft precipitation to the landing-place,

Stephanow feeing his party run, fuppofed them to be at-

tacked by my people, and came on fhure to join them ; but

he was ftrangely furprized, when his own party feized him,

and broug;ht him to me, where I confined him under the

guard of Mr. Sibaew.

According to the report, four fick, and one prifoner.

Thurfday, July 21. A light breeze from the eaftward,

and fine weather. I afl'embled the company, to renew
their oath of fidelity and obedience tov/ards me ; at the

fame time that I made oath, that, after having carried our

enterprize upon Japan into execution, I would return to

the iiland of Liquor, to make the fettlement of our com-
pany. After this ceremony, I gave orders for continuing

the works, the chace, fithery, and colle6ting of fruits and

vegetables, for our voyage. With regard to Mr. Stepha-

now, I releafed him from confinement, on condition that

he fhould publickly beg pardon of all the company; but as

it was no lon2;er convenient that I iliould entruft him witli

any part of the fervice, I contrived that tlie company
fhould declare him incapable of holding any employ. This

unhappy man requefted me to leave him upon the ifland,

but I relufed to comply with the iuggeftions of his defpair,

by reprefenting to him, that I hoped to mitigate his dif-

ejace.
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grace, when we fhould return again to the ifland, for I

diirft not acquaint him with my real intentions. My cle-

mency aftonillied him, and he acknowledged himfelf guilty,

&c. The aflbciates being delighted with the proje(9: of

forming a new colony, which might hereafter become an

empire, worked all night, and, as Mr. Panow informed

me, entirely neglc<5ted the allay of the ore, with the firm

intention of performing that part of their fcheme upon their

return. The night was clear and frefli, and the whole com-
pany in good health. The fifli we caught were very good,

and wholefome, and our meals were diverfified with excel-

lent fruits and game. Mr. Panow, liaving taken with him
fix good markfmen, went out to fiioot hogs. At day-

break I fouiid the afTociates ftill at work ; and our bufinefs

went on with fpirit.

At nine, I gave orders to carry all our provifions on

board, and eighteen cafks, which had been fet up and fil-

led with water. Mr. Baturin having taken an account of

our provifions, fliewed that we were very well ftored for

one month. This day I gave orders to ere6l a crofs, with

the following infcription:

—

" In the year 1771, on the i6th of July, the corvette

" St. Peter and St. Paul, anchored in the harbour of this

" illand, commanded by Maurice Augufte de Benyov/fzky,
" Magnate of Hungary and Poland, General of the Re-
*' publick of Poland; made prifoner of war by the Ruffians,

*' and exiled, by order of the Czarina, to Kamchatka, from
*' whence he had the good fortune to make his efcape, by
" the force of his courage. This ifiand is not inhabited:
'" it abounds with different wild fowl ; the fea affords excel-

" lent fi£h, and its fruits and water are wholefome. It is

fituated
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{ituated in 32 degrees, 47 minutes latitude, and 355 de-

grees, 8 minutes longitude, from BolfLa, in Kam-
chatka.

According to the report, one (ick.

Friday, July 22. Mr. Panow, on his return from the

chace, brought us two boars, and feveral pintado birds.

We faked the flefh, and carried it on board. At four, our

eifedts being on board, and the wind frefliening from the

eailward, I determined to raife our camp, and give orders

for our embarkation : at nine in the evening all the people

were on board ; we were employed till eleven in unmoor-
ing, and exadlly at midnight I fet fail, the weather being

very clear, and the wind blowing frefli from the eaftward.

We got out of the harbovir v/ith difficulty ; but when once

we had doubled the point, we had a calm fea, and as fine

a wind as we could wiffi, with which we failed pleafantly

along. Finding myfelf at length under (ail, and having

nothing more to fear, I had a quiet ileep. At day-break

the land was out of fight, and gaiety prevailed among the

affociates, who did not feem difpofed to make any com-
plaints on the want of provifions or water.

According to the report, one fick. Latitude in 32 de-

grees, 56 minutes north ; longitude in 353 degrees, 57 mi-

nutes. Wind eaft; no current; courfe weft 5 degrees north.

Saturday, July 23. Fine hot v/eather, with a Ircfli

breeze from eaft-north-eaft, and a long fwell ; the fea yel~

lowifii, and entirely changed in colour, which induced me
to found, but we found no bottom. At five, faw a double

rainbow. The affociates complaining of exceffive thirft, I

caufed them to put nitre in their drink, which they had

Gompofed of fruits boiled in water.

2 According
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According to the report, one {Ick ; the pump cleared.

Latitude in 33 degrees, 13 minutes north; longitude in

352 degrees, o minutes. Wind eaft-north-eaft ; current

from the fouthward ; courfe weft-north-wefl; 5 degrees

weft.

Sunday, July 24. Exceffive hot weather, inclined to

fqually, the wind becoming irregular, and by fudden puffs

changing from eaft to north ; a fwell from north-weft. At
fix, faw land, which we perceived to be an ifland, and fail-

ed round it, to the northward. In the night the wind fixed

at the north-eaft, and continued frefh. This day, per-

ceiving that all our rigging was flack, I caufcd it to be let

up.

According to the report, all well ; the pump clear.

Latitude in 33 degrees, 27 minutes north; longitude in

349 degrees, 34 minutes. Wind north-eaft ; current from

ibuth to north ; courfe weft one quarter north.

Monday, July 25. The heat increafing, and the wind

continuing with the fame force. Saw a number of black

ferpents along-fide. At four, P. M. faw feveral buflies

floating along-fide, feveral of which we hooked in ; a piece

of filk was faftened to one of them. This difcoyery con-

vinced me that we were near Japan ; but as 1 found no

bottom, I inferred that wc were in the Archipelago of iftands,

which furrounds Japan. I therefore kept a good look out

in the night ; luckily, however, we met with no obftacle.

At day-break, the men at the maft-head called out land,

but we could not perceive it from the deck till bet\veen

nine and ten ; and afterwards, as our courfe led us right

towards it, we faw it very diftindlly at noon,

According
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According to the report, all well ; the pump clear.

Latitude in 33 degrees, 28 minutes north; longitude 347
degrees, o minutes. Wind eaft-north-eafl 3 current fouth;

courfe weft.

Tuefday, July 26th. Very fine weather, with a hot

fun. Made fail for the north cape of the ifland, which we
foon paffed. The affociates requefted me to permit them
to land, the firft opportunity, in order to examine thofe

iilands, which might probably be inhabited. I promifed

to fatisfy their deiire, and that with fo much the more rea-

dinefs, as it was of elTential confequence to examine the

neighbouring coafts, of which I had no pofitive chart with

me, except a few pofitions of head-lands, which I procured

out of different colledlions, at Kamchatka. At half paft

three, P. M. Mr. Kuzneczow, being at the maft-head,

called out a fail, and foon after four ; and, in a fhort time,

he declared that a great number were in fight. I imme-
diately went aloft, with a perfpedlive glafs, and faw that it

was a fleet ; among which I perceiv ed three large vefiTels,

and that the whole were (landing to the north- weft. The
approach of night prevented my reaching this fleet. We
handed the lower fails, to be in readinefs to come to; and in

the night I advanced, with the lead conftantly out; but at

three, A. M. we fet all our fails, and at fix low land appeared

in fight, a-head. At nine, being at the diftance of no
more than two leagues, I flood off and on, and fent the

fmall boat, with Mr. Kuzneczow and fix aflbciates, to

make difcoveries upon the ifland.

According to the report, all in good health ; the

fliip near an ifland. Latitude in 33 degrees, 4.1 mi-

nutes ; longitude 345 degrees, o minutes. Wind north-

\'oL. I D d d caft :
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call; current from the fou tilward; courfc weft one quarter

north.

Wednefday, July 27. Upon approaching the ifland,

the current drove us to the weftward, near fcven leagues:

in fiv^e hours. I fired feveral guns, as a fignal for the

fmall boat to return, but not feeing her, I came to anchor,

at three, P. M. in forty-eight fathoms. The boat did not

return till eight. Mr. Kuzneczow informed me, that the

ifland was not inhabited, but that he had found feveral

huts, built of planks, round which he faw a quantity of

fifh bones, whence he inferred that the Japanefe fre-

quented this ifland only for the purpofe of fifiiing. The
night being clear and ftar- light, weighed anchor precifely

at midnight, with a light breeze, and fmooth water. At
four A. M. faw an ifland on the larboard hand, and at fix

another land on the ftarboard. I directed my courfe

through the channel, and about eleven was in the midft of

the channel. At noon 1 caufed a fketch * to be taken of

the northern extremity of the ifiand, which bore fouth-eaft,

and the land on the ftarboard, which bore from north to

north-weft.

According to the report, all well ; the fliip in good condi-

tion. Latitude in 33 degrees, 44 minutes north; longi-

tude in 343 degrees, 12 minutes. Wind north-eaft one

quarter eaft; current from the fouth, courfe weft by north
;

depth of water thirty-eight fathoms.

Thurfday, July 28. Very fine weather, but hot; an

irregular fea, with a ftrong current from fouth-eaft to

north-weft. At one, P. M. law another land to the fouth-

* Tliefe have notcome to the hand of the editor.

weft.
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\veft, and I refolved to continue my courfc through the

channel, with the boat a-head, and the lead conftantly

going. At five, faw three veffels, at the diftance of four

leagues a-head, ftanding aerofs the freights, from fouth to

north. In the night we faw fires on all the coafts. A. M.
made fail, and at day-break we entered a bay ; and as the

lead fhewed that the bottom was regular, I ftood in for the

fhore, with fo much the greater fafety, as the current was
againft us. At eight our foundings were fixteen fathoms,

coral rock, and fand. Our vefl'el appeared to be in the

midft of a foreft, for there were near one thoufand veffels

around us, who were bufied in the fifliery, without giving

themfelves any trouble at fight of us. Several of them paf-

fing near us, cried out, Fiajfi to Holland^ Fiafji to Smdzi',

and the others cried out, Namandabuz. At eleven, a

veffcl, very neatly built, approached and hailed us : her

mafts were ornamented with flreamers, and feveral colours,

upon which I perceived fome infcriptions ; but as we were
at a lofs to reply to the captain in the Japanefe language, he
at laft fent us his yawl, with cordage, and by the gefticu-

lations of his failors, we comprehended that he meant to

afiift in towing us. I immediately paffed the ends of two
hawfers on board the yawl which carried them on board

their own veffel ; they immediately lowered their fails,

and by means of upwards of eighty rowers, they towed us

along with incredible fwiftnefs. When we came near the

fhore, I anchored in twelve fathoms, at the fame time caft-

ing off the hawfers, which were brought back by the Ja-
panefe yawl, none of whofe people would confent to come
on board ; and when I was defirous of making them fome re-

turn, tliey refufed, at the fame time pointing to their

D d d 2 necks,
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necks, doubtlefs by way of letting me know that they

duril not accept any thing, under pain of deaths

According to the report, all well; at anchor in a bay at

Japan. By eftimate, latitude in 33 degrees, 56 minutes

north ; longitude in 342 degrees,. 20 minutes. Wind
north-eaft one quarter eafl: ; no current ; at anchor in

twelve fathoms ; off fhore tliree quarters of a league,

Friday, July 29. In a bay on the coaft of Japan ; fine

weather, but exceilive hot. Wind variable from north-

eaft to fouth-caft, and a ftrong tide. Gave orders for im-

mediately preparing our arms for fervice, and loading our

cannon with grape-fliot, to be ready in cafe we fliould be

attacked, as my companions pretended. At two, P. M.
ordered Meffrs. Wynbladth and Kuzneczow on fhope,

witli twelve armed men. Mr. Wynbladth \vas charged

with a letter, written in Dutch, containing a declaration

refpeding my voyage, and a requeft for a fupply of provi-

fions. With the letter I fent three beaver fkins, and fix

martens, as a prefent to the chief of the place; but as I did

not think proper to expofe my people to the mercy of the

inhabitants, I weighed, and towed the veffel, by means ot

the fhallop, to the diftance of two hundred fathoms from

the fhore, where I ancliored in five and one-half fathoms,

fine fand. Soon after we faw three fmall boats row to-

wards ours, and afterwards followed them on fhore. The
interpofition of a rock, prevented us from feeing their

landing, which gave me great uneafinefs. My uneafinefs

increafcd every hour, as I faw no one return till nine at

night, when the ccntinel called out, that he obferved three

fires approaching the vcflel. Having feen the appearance

aoyfelf, I armed the fhallop with fixtcen men, and fent

them
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them upon difcovery. They foon returned, and Mr. Pa-

now, who was commanding officer, called out, that our

boat was on its return, attended by two boats of the coun-
try, and that our people appeared joyful. Soon after, we
heard Mr. Kuzneczow, who called out to us to throw them
three ropes ; which being immediately done, Mr. Wyn-
bladth came on board, with a Japanefe, very well cloathed,

and armed with a fabre. He came on board with confi-

dence, and made a long harangue, every word of which
was perfedly unintelligible to me. In order, however, that I

might comprehend fome part of it, I fent for Bocfarew,

who had learned this language during the fpace of three

years, at Irkuczk, in Siberia, from a Japanefe, who had
cfcaped fhipwreck at Kamchatka, and after being taught

the Ruffian language, at Mofcow, was maintained by the

fenate to teach Japanefe to the Siberians. Unfortunately

it turned out that Bocfarew had forgotten mioft part, and re-

membered only a few compliments, with which he regaled

the [apanelc. But as I was anxious to know the report of
Meffrs. Wynbladth and Kuzneczow, I configned the Ja-
panefe to Meffis. Panow and Bocfarew, who introduced him
into my cabbin. The following was the report of Mr.
Wynbladth :

—

" As foon as we were joined by the japanefe boats,

" who came to meet us, they made a fign by placino-

*' each his left hand on his breaft ; we did the fuue ; and
*' after this ceremony, the Japanefe made a thoufand other
*' figns, none of which we underftood, excepting that they
" wifhed us to go on ffiore. I went on ffiore, with eight
" affociates, leaving four in the boat, to keep her afloat. We
" there found two hundred men on hoife-back, and an equal

" number
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" number on foot, armed with bows and lances, who like-

*' wife faluted us politely ; but perceiving that we were

defirous of repairing to the town or village we faw before

us, they offered us horfes ; we mounted, and were thus

conduced, in ceremony, to a cafcle at the extremity of

a village, which is about one quarter of a league diftant

from the landing place. Here v/e difmounted, and were

introduced into the court, in which we were very polite-

ly received by a perfon of diftindion, who conduced us

" into an extensive hall, built on columns. Here we
" found another great man, feated on a fopha, who faid to

*' us, FiaJ/i giizaf'imas, which we did not underftand, and
" therefore we only faluted him, and made a fign that we
" did not comprehend him. The fecond words he fpoke
" were, To Gol/andj which I underftood, and made a fign

" that we were not Hollanders. Afterwards he faid. To
*' Sindzi^ to which, upon my making a fign that I did

" not underftand him, he continued his quellions. To Pi~
" lip'ute^ To Braki^ To Mafui, To Tu7iguji

-,
and as I had

" always anfwered in the negative, he beat a drum which
" was near him. Upon this fignal feveral fervants entered,

" to whom he gave orders, and immediately afterwards

" they returned with books and rolls of papers ; he unrol-

" led them, one after the other, and having at laft found
" what he wanted, he made ligns for me to approach,

" which I did. He then fhewed me a chart, in which I

" diftinguifhed Japan, China, the Philipine Iflands, the

" Indies, and a trad; of unknown land, nearly occupying
*' the fpace and pofition of Europe. He took my finger,

" and direfted me to place it on the map. I comprehended
" that he fought for the country from which we came. I

fhewed
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^^ fliewed him Europe, which aftonifhed him very much.
*' He fliewed his furprize, by crying out, Natnandabez
" feveral times ; and afterwards, as he feemed to doubt
" whathe had learned, I availed myfelf of the afTiftanceof the
*' chart, and made figns to inform him, that the duration

of our voyage, and the hard weather we had experienced^

had exhaufted us, and that we were in want of provifions.

He feemed to comprehend me, and made a fign, by

pointing to his mouth and his belly; after which he

called his fervants, and fpoke with them a confiderable

*' time. For my part, being defirous of haftening my re-

" turn, I prefented to him the beaver fivins, and the mar-
*' tens, making a iign that they came from you, and that

" I was only the bearer, at the fame time that I prelcnted

" the letter, which he accepted, but he w^ould not receive

" the prefents ; and as I recoUeded that the Japanefc in

" the boats had refufed our offers, by making the fign of
*' pointing to their necks, I imitated them. This great

** man then conduced me into a neighbouring chamber,
" where I found a woman, to whom I gave the prefent, and
" fhe gave me a baflvct filled with flowers, which I have
*' brought with me.

*' After coming out of this chamber, we found a gen-
" tleman in the hall, to whom the chief of the caftle like-

** wife fpoke a long time, and then difmifled us. This
" gentleman became our conduilor, and led us back, with
" the fame efcort, to the landing place, where we found
*' two boats filled with provilions, which we have brought
" on board. The gentleman came in our boat, and is the

'' fame who is now on board,"

I After
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After having heard this account, I entered into my cabin,

to fliew civilities to the Japanefe officer, and to gain his

favour, I prefented him with tv^-o pair of fables. The pre-

fent appeared to him to be confidcrablc, for he made us

underftand that he iliould be contented with one ; but, at

laft, finding himfelf prefixed to accept the whole, he fhewed

by figns, that it was of confcqvience, that the prefent fhould

be kept a fecret, and he concealed the flvins, by carefully

wrapping them up.

When he came again upon deck, he gave orders for un-

loading the boats, which was done in a moment, after which

he took his leave, and would not permit us to make the

faialleft prefent to the boatmen.

The provifions received on board, condfted of twenty-

five facks of rice, four pots of foft fugar, four jars of tea,

one jar of tobacco very finely cut, eight hogs, fixteen jars

of preferved fruits, a quantity of onions, oranges, lemons,

pine-aples, and other fruits, two cafks of fait fi(h, fix

cafks of a very agreeable kind of wine, and about fifty

fowls ; but that which afforded the gre«teft pleafure to my
companions, was the fight of three barrels of very ftrong

fpirits.

Day break furprized us in our labour of hoifting thefe

good things on board. The wind, during the whole night,

blew from the fouth, and in the morning, we had a flight

breeze from the northward, which, however, did not laft

above half an hour. At fix I faw a boat arrive, called, in

the language of the country, periaqua, with three men.

They came along fide, and put a young man on board,

who was very handfomely cloathed, and, by his geftures,

appeared defirous of converfing with me ; but as it was

impoffible
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impofTible for me to comprehend him, I caufed Bocfarew

to be awakened, who, after riany explanations, informed

me, that the Japanefe came -O acquaint me, that a great

number of people were defiipus of feeing the vcffel, but

that they were afraid of the cannon, called in Japanefe

tippo. I informed him as well as Bocfarew could, that

every one would be welcome, and, in order that he might
pofitively underftand me, I caufed the tompions to be put

into the guns in his light, upon which he made an infinity

of falutations, and at laft retired. After his departure, I

gave orders to wafh and clean the veffel for the reception

of the company who might , corne, and we had fcarcely

ended this work, when at nine o'clock we faw three boats

rowing towards us. In each oC thefe boats we obferved a

perfon of diftinftion with a parafol. Mr. Wynbladth in-

formed me, that he had feen one of thefe writing with the

lord of the caftle. As foon as they came along-fide, they

came on board, and we faluted them by repeating the words

fiafli guzarimaz. Bocfarew being appointed to ferve as my
interpreter, was well cloathed, and followed my inftru6lions

with wonderful accuracy, for, at e\'ery word he fpoke, he

made the moft profound bows. Indeed, I am of opinion,

that his greateft merit confifted in this ceremonial, for it

was impoffible for me to gather any information by virtue

of his fkill in interpreting. But as I clearly underftood, that

the Japanefe meant to teftify their friendfliip, I gave myfelf

very little conc'in about the reft. With a view, there-

fore, to add ftrength to their good intentions, I took them
alide, and gave each two marten's Ikins, which they re-

ceived with infinite joy, and a great many complimentary

marks of acknowledgment. This proceeding fcemed to

Vol. I. Eee have
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have done us great fervicc in their opinions. After the

presents were received, they, informed me that they were

defirous of feeing the vefl'el, T, therefore, condu6ted them

myfelf every where. One amc^ g them being provided with

a pencil and paper, formed different characters, and when
he returned upon deck, he exa nined the cannon, and wrote

again upon his paper, no doubt an account of their num-
ber ; after which he was defirous of knowino; how many we
were on board, which he foor.. learned, for I had brought

all my people on the quarter-deck. He counted them all,

and wrote down their number; but v/hen they perceived that

there were women on board, their curiofity was extreme.

They behaved with great delicacy, and fignified by their

ligns, that our female compc.nions muft have fuffered much

;

after which they departed. About eleven, A. M. we received

two boats of provifions, and a portrait, together with

twenty-fix cafks of water and two of fpirits ; the boatmen,

as foon as their lading was hoifted out, refufed to receive

any thing from us, and departed. A light breeze from the

fouthward.

According to the report, one Tick. At anchor in the Bay

Ufilpatchar.

Saturday, July 30. Though I was extremely defirous to

go on fhore, my companions would not confent, but re-

quefted me to defer my intention, becaufe the good difpo-

fition of the natives could not be depended upon. This day

the people wereemployed in fetting up the rigging. At three,

P. M. we faw thirty boats rowing towards us with ftreamers

flying, and when they came near, we heard the found of

different inftruments and finging. All the vefiels flopped

at the diftance of lialf a cable, except three that came along-

fide. Out of one of the boats an old man came on board

I with
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with two boys richly cloathed. i'hc old man prefented a

written paper to me, which, however was ufclefs, as I had
no one on board who could read the Japanefe writing : for

this reafbn, I fent for the Sieur Bocfarew, who, after having
caufed the old man to repeat his words at leaft twenty times,

informed me, that the IJlikamhy, or King, fent me thefe

two youths as hoftages, in ^rder that I" might come to him
with confidence. I anfvered, and fliewed by figns, that I

was ready to go on (liore, but that I would not permit the

hoftages to remain on board, becaufe I had the greateft con-
fidence in their Ulikamhy. I immediately gave orders to

man the fmall boat, and went on board with four affociates,

the Sieur Bocfarew, and the old man, with the two boys,

leaving the command to Mr. Cruftiew. When we came
near the fleet of fmall boats, ail the Japanefe called out Uli

Ulan, and immediately preceded us, and the others fol-

lowed three and three at an equal diftance.

As foon as we came on fliore, carpets were fpread for

myfelf and companions to fit on ; immediately after which,
tea and preferved fruits were prefented to me. Litters were
then brought, on which we were carried about a quarter

of a league, followed by an armed troop, and conducted by
thirteen officers. We were fet down oppofite a fpacious

garden, at the gate of which flood two Japanefe centinels,

who cried out Uli Ulan. As foon as we had entered the

garden, we were received by two gentlemen richly cloathed,

who firft fpoke to our old man, and afterwards laluted me
by three profound inclinations. Alter this ceremony, they

took me by the arms, and conduced me towards a fmall

houfe, built in the middle of the garden. When we came
near the houfe, the gentlemen made me undcrftand that

E e e 2 Ulikamhy
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was in the houfe, where, in faft, we found him in the fa-

loon, feated on a yellow fopha. His cloathing was green

and blue filk, with a yellow- girdle. Immediately after I

had faluted him, a fopha was likewife brought me, of a red

colour, upon which I fat doWiti. Ulikamhy propofed three

quefkions, who I was? whence j^. came? and for what reafon I

had come to Nipou ? I replied, by the aiTiftance of Bocfa-

rew, that I was a warrior of Europe, arrived at Japan by
accident, and the impetuofity of the weather ; but as Uli-

kamhy could not well comprcliend my interpreter, he be-

thought himfelf of ufing the afTiftance of painters, who
having taken paper and pencils, 'painted figures, by which
he informed me of the objedls he was defirous of fpeaking of.

The firft pidlure which he prefented to me contained my
portrait, very little refembling me, it muft be confefTed,

but diftinguiiliable by my cloaths, and that of Ulikamhy,

who prefented me a heart. To fliew that I underftood the

explanation, I prefTed the figure of Ulikamhy to my breaft,

who being very well contented, caufed me to come near and

join hands with him. He then fpoke a fliort time to his

people, who foon after caufed my four affociates to come in,

whom I had feledted exprefsly. Their fize and tallnefs fur-

prized him, and he ordered them to be meafured, and their

portraits to be taken, which was done in an inftant, for the

figures were merely fketched out. By his geftures and figns,

I underftood that he wifhed to know why I was fhorter

than my people. In anfwer, I caufed a low ftool to be

brought to fupport my right foot, and then he faw me in

my natural height, which likewife was fome furprize to

him. It was with much ditHculty that I could make him
underftand, that in confequence of a wound in battle, my

right
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right leg was fliortened four inches, which caufcd me to lean

towards that fide, and deprived me of fo much in height.

The evening having furprized us in the midft of our dif-

courfe, the Uiikamhy propofed to me to pafs the night

with him, and he informed me, that he was defirous I

fhould flay three or four nights together, becaufe a man
would foon arrive who was able to converfe 'with me, which

I very ardently wiflied, in order to gather fome information

refpe6ting the country.

About nine in the evening, Uiikamhy departed with his

attendants, and we were likevvife conducted to a houfe ad-

joining to his palace, where wa were regaled with tea,

rice, dried fifh, roaft meat, preferved fruits, &c. and tc^

wards the end, with a very fweet kind of wine. We made
a very bad ihift to eat with theii- little flicks, and the fer-

vants had a good deal of trouble in teaching us.

After fupper, cufhions were laid for us on the carpet,

where we paiTed a very good night. At eight in the morn-
ing, I received the report from on board, by which I found

the Japanefe had fupplied us with one hundred facks of

rice, and twenty hogs, with a great quantity of fruits and
dried fifh, wine, and poultry. This report w^as brought by

a Japaneie, w^hom I fent back with orders to fet up our

water cafks.

About ten, A. M. we were informed, that Uiikamhy

was coming. I went out to meet him, and fiw him accom-

panied with three Bonzes, who had very large chaplets at

their girdles. One of them faluted me in very good Dutch,

The King cane to me, gave me his hand, and made figns

for me to fpea with the Bonze newly arrived. I compli-

mented him 01 - his fpeaking a foreign language fo well, and he

politely
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politely thanked me, by affuring me, that he (hould be

happy to do me any fervice. This Bonze informed me that

he was born at Toiiza, bur: tJiat his parents, having been

obliged to live at Ximo, he had had an opportunity of

learning the Dutch language at Nangafaki, and that he Iiad

become a Bonze, to deliver himfelt from the yoke of the

fecular power. With regard to Ulikamhy, he informed me,

that he vvas King of the province, and had married one of

the daughters of the Emperor^ ; that he was one of the moft

learned men in the country, being acquainted with aftro-

nomy in the higheft degree, and that his foul was endued

with celeftial qualities, having never done harm to any one;

that he was adored in his own province, and defired in all

the others. He then requefted I would inform him who I

was, and how I came to Japan ? I gave him a defcription

of my country, and of Europe in general, which, he faid,

he had heard fome accounts of. I informed him, that hav-

ing fell in battle, I was taken prifoner by the Ruffians,

who had violated the common law of nations, by fending

me into exik at Kamchatka, from whence I had delivered

myfelf with courage, to return to my own country, but

that contrary winds having obliged me to touch at Japan,

I had come thither with fear, on account df the relations

the Hollanders had wickedly publifhed, that the Japanefe

put the Chriftians to death. Upon thefe laft words, he re-

plied, that it was true, that there was a decree of the Em-
peror not to admit any Spanifh or Portuguefe Chriflian into

the country, but that the decree did not affed the Chrif-

tians of other nations, who had never done harm to the

empire. He was going on with his difcourfe, when Uli-

kamhy fent for us : we therefore went to him at his palace

in the garden, where we were regaled with fruits and tea.

The
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The Bonze related to Ulikamhy, what he had learned from

me, upon which he propofed feveral qneftions concerning

the manner of fighting in Europe. He condoled with me
upon my fate, and made me an offer to remain at Japan,

where he promifed he would procure from the Emperor an

important command in his armies. I thanked him for his

goodnefs, but excufed myfelf on account of my family, the

fituation of which could not but be an obje6l; which I

held too much at heart. The King approved my fenti-

ments, and afterwards queftioned me refpedling the Hol-
landers, whofe true hiftory L thought it proper to relate, at

the end of which, he thanked me for having told him the

truth ; for, he faid, he knew very well that the Hollanders

were but a fmall merchant people, v/ho were fubiected to

a Prince who received money of them, as a re^\'flrd for de-

fending them with his troops. I took the liberty likewife

to afl-L the King, whether he thought the Hollanders were

Chriftians, and he replied, that merchants had no religion,

their only faith confiiting in getting money, while they gave

themielves very little trouble about the belief of a God.
Being well fatisfied with this anfwer, I was defirous of pro-

pofing feveral other queftions, but we were informed din-

ner was readvi I was ferved upon a fmall table, two feet

high, oppofite thatof Ulikamliy. Therepaftconfifted of rice,

roaft meat, preferves, and a great variety of fweetmeats,

with a liquor refembling hydromel. During the whole din-

ner, the King talked continually w4th the Bonze, and it

was not till the ferving up of the defert, that he afked me
whether I v/as a Chriftian, ftrong enough to die in defence

of the Crofs. I replied, that I had no other refpe6t for

the Crofs than what the value of its materials mi2:ht de-

raand, and that certainly I fhould never expert to find a

nation
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nation fo abfurd as to put me to death for faying, with ti uth,

that wood was neither more nor lefs than wood. Hereupon
he informed me, thac 1 had not underftood him, as he

. meant to afk, whether I was refolved to die for my God? I

anfwered, that by dying for my God, I fhould iikewife die

for the God of the Japanefe, becaufe I acknowledged one

only God, who had created every material and viiible thing.

This anfwer fatisfied him, for he exclaimed Namandabaz,
and caufed me to be told, that I was truly a Japanefe in

my religion, if I believed in nothing elfe. I was contented

to inform him of my faith, that I had no other belief than

in the only God, the creator of all things, and that my
whole religion confifted in doing as much good to my
fellow-creatures as was in my power, and to injure no
one. After this information, the King embraced me,

. . and faid Sindaulla, Sindaulla, which denotes very well,

very well, and then he retired to take his evening's re-

pofe.

After his departure, I walked in the garden with the

Bonze, who gave me an account of this rich and extenfive

country, its government and policy ; I made a few notes

at that time, to enable me to commit my obfervations to

paper more at large at a convenient opportunity.

Sunday, July 31, 1771. At the palace of the King
Ulikamhy, at Japan, at the bottom of the Gulph of UHl-

patchar. The Bonze requefted me, at three in the afternoon,

to give orders to accompany him on board my vefTel, which
he was defirous of feeing. I direded Mr. Bocfarew to ac-

company him, with orders to make him a prefent of fables,

and to receive him with kindnefs and refped:. At the fame

time, I fent inftrudions to bring on fhore fix pair of fine beaver

2 fkins.
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fkins, twenty-four foxes fkins, and twenty-four fables, with
forty good mufkets well cleaned, and two pieces of cannon on
their carriages. Thefe cannon, were models which I had
found in Kamchatka; and, as the Bonze had pro-

cured for me the order and permiflion to bring my people

on fliore, I allowed a certain number of the company to

land every day. After the departure of the Bonze I laid

down to reft, on account of a violent head-ach I was af-

flicted with. When I awoke, that is to fay, at eight in

the evening, the Bonze returned, and thanked me for the

politenefs with which he had been received on board, and
the prefents which had been made. We fupped alone, for

the King, with all his attendants, was gone to a neigh-

bouring town. During our fupper, and afterwards, we
continued our converfation, and I found abundance of good
fenfe and underftanding in the difcourfe of the Bonze. It

was very late before we feparated ; and as the reft I had
taken after dinner prevented me from fleeping, I walked
out into the garden, whereupon, approaching the houfe of
the King, I heard a female voice, accompanied by fome-

ftringed inftrument. The muftc and the fong appeared to

be not deficient in melody.

At day-break I received an account, that the prefents I

had fent for were on their way, and that Mefl*. Panow, Batu-
rin, and Kuzneczow were coming, in order to be prefented

to the King; that all was quiet on board, and that the af-

fociates behaved in fuch a manner as to make themfclves be-
loved by the natives.

At ten Mr. Panow, with his companions arrived, and the

prefents were carried into my apartment. About eleven,

the return of Ulikamhy was announced by a noife, and the

Vol. I. F f f _ found
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found of an hundred different inftruments. The Bonze re-

commended me to meet hini, and prefent my companions,

which I immediately did. The firft converfation confiftcd on-

ly of the ordinary civilities ; but, as the Bonze had feized a fa-

vourable opportunity to inform him of the prefents, he ex-

prelTed fo Itrong a defire to examine them hinifelf, that he

poftponed dinner, and repaired to my apartment. When I

prefented the articles, I pronounced a difcourfe, which was

received with the moft engaging attention ; I then accom-

panied the King, where I found thirty-five covered tables

for three perfons at each table. Every thing was ferved up

with furprifing elegance and order. During the time of

dinner feveral inftruments were heard, which, though con-

fufed, were neverthelefs agreeable. After dinner we pro-

ceeded to the garden, where the arms were tried at a cer-

tain diftance. The butt was a round piece of wood, co-

vered with paper, and feveral of my companions diflin-

cuifhed themfelves. The King- was at laft defirous of

making a trial himfelf, and after having charged one of the

mufkets, he caufed a horfe to be brought, at which he fired

with fo good an aim, that it fell down lifelefs. His fa-

tisfadlion was extreme, and, in the fulnefs of his joy, he af-

fured me, that I might make any requeft I chofe, with the

certainty of obtaining it. I availed myfelf of this favourable

inftant, to requeft permiffion, that I might return into his

dominions, to open a trade under his prote6lion. His an-

fwer furprized me, for he granted me this favour with-

out hefitation; obferving, at the fame time, that my
charafter had deftroyed the prejudices he had imbibed by

tradition, and that he not only granted me his prote6lion in

his dominions, but likewife would exert his influence with

2 the
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the Emperor, to obtain permifllon, that my veffels might
enter all his other harbours. He allured me I might de-

pend on his promife, as long as my views fhould be diredted

to trade only, and I jQiouit:; not aim at eftabliihing any

change of r»^iigion, or endeavour to acquire power by build-

ing fortreffes. He concluded his difcourfe, by informing

me, that before my departure, he would contrail engaQ;e-

ments with me under the confirmation of a mutual oath.

Monday, Auguft i. Towards the evening, I faw pre-

parations made for a grand illumination, and, as my inter-

preter, the Bonze was abfent, I was anxious to know the

caufe. He arrived later than, ordinary, and informed me,
that the King had convened the great men of his country,

to whom he was dehrous of prefenting me, for which rea-

fon I was requefted to wait \ipon him ; and, as he thouo;ht

it necelTary to inform me of the formalities to be obferved,

he took that trouble upon himfelf, after which he led me
towards the great hall, where I was received at the foot of

the fteps by two gentlemen richly cloathed, who introduced

me into the hall, and placed me immediately oppofite the

King, who was feated on very rich carpets, having a quan-

tity of armed gentlemen, with their fabres dravv^n, belide

him. In a right line between myfelf and the King, I faw

eighteen principal Japanefe feated on carpets, and a number
of armed men behind each of them.

Such was the order in which I found the aiTembly. The
Bonze ftood up befide me, and near the King ftood the

literary lords, v/ith paper, ink, and pencils in their hands.

One of them demanded, with a loud voice, who I was ?

why I came to Japan ? whence I came ? and whither I

was bound. The Bonze interpreted thefe demands, and I

F f f 2 made
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made the fame anfwer I had before giv^n to the King.

The next queftion was, whether I was defirous of efta-

blifhing a trade for my nation, and what it would confift

in. To the firft part I anfwcred in the affirmative, but

excufed myfelf with regard to the fecond, becaufe, not

being a merchant by profcfTioh, I could not fpeak deter-

minately to it; but I promifed, that at my firft voyage, I

would bring merchants with me, and fhould be able to

enter into formal fubmiffions. The King was content to

reply, that the veffels fhould be loaded with furs, which

I abfolutely promifed. The laft of all his demands were,

that I fhould bind myfelf never to bring to Japan any

book treating of religion, and Itill lefs any Bonze of my
own country, which 1 likewife promifed j after which the

Bonze told me I might retire. He foon afterwards came

to mc, to inform me that Ulikamhy was about to retire to

the town of Kilinigu^; but that before his departure, he

would make me prefents, and give me a flag, by which I

might be known on m.y return to Japan ; and that the

King, moreover, was deiirous of entrufling me with a

gentleman, to make the voyage with me, on condition

that I fliould bring him back the earlieft opportunity.

About nine in the evening I received advice from on

board, that all was in readinefs for failing; that the fhip

was full of provifions; and I learned with pleafure, that

tlie women on board had received vifits, and feveral pre-

fents, from the Japanefe women. About ten, fupper was

ferved up in my apartment, at which the Bonze arid my
officers were prefent. At fix in the morning I was in-

formed of the arrival of the prefents of the King, which

\vere brought by two gentlemen, the Bonze preceding them.

He
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He declared that he had orders to rxcompany me on board, or

to remain with me all the time X might chufe to ftay until

my departure. The prefents confifted of a fabre, orna-

mented with gold, and fufpended to a belt wrought with

iine pearls; a complete fervice of porcelain, gilt; a quan-
tity of tea and tobacco ; a flag, to be difplayed upon my
return, containing an infcription, of which figure i, plate

16, is a copy; a little box filled with differentjewellery ; and
another box, containing fifty pieces of gold, each weigh-

ing two ounces and a quarter, intended to defray the ex-

pences of the voyage of the young gentleman whom the

Bonze prefented to me.

Being informed that the King was already gone, I ac-

quainted the Bonze, that I was likewife determined to go
on board, which being interpreted to a gentleman prefent,

palanquins were foon brought, in which we were carried

to the fea fide: here we found a prodigious number of peo-

ple, who cried out " Uli ulan," &c. As foon as we came
to the harbour, near thirty boats appeared, with whom
we went on board, in company with the Bonze and two
gentlemen, who perceiving that my fmall boat was worn
out, fent on fhore for another, which was built in a fu-

perior manner, quite new, and varnifhed. They pre-
fented us with this in the name of the King; and for my
part, I made new prefents to the Bonze and the two gen-

tlemen. Thefe laft put into my hands two rolls of papers,

containing, as the Bonze informed me, permiffion to re-

turn to Japan. They all three recommended to my care

the young man, who was to go the voyage with me ; and

I did not obferve any embarralTment in him, at finding

himfelf among ftrangers. They then returned to the fliore,

aiid.
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and on my arrival on board, Mr. Cruftiew informed me,

that the affociates had carried on a very advantageous trade

with the Japanefe, to v/hotn they fold a quantity of furs,

and received in exchange, gold, porcelain, pearls, and

other articles.

According to the report, all well.

Tucfday, Auguft 2. On board the corvette, St. Peter

and St. Paul, at anchor in the gulph of Ufilpatchar. A
li<7ht breeze from the eaflward, and fine weather. This

day I affembled the whole company, to determine whether wc
fhould carry our proje6l into execution, and make an in-

curfit)n, according to the plan ftipulated at the-ifland of

Liquor; but not one of them ventured to reply. I then

took advantage of their filence, and declared, that I thought

it would be moft advantageous to continue our courfe to

Canton, in China, where we might fell our furs, and re-

turn to Europe ; and afterwards, under the protection of

fome fovereign power, carry into execution a more certain

projeft of forming a permanent colony, in which we could

not fail, as we had had the good fortune to open the trade

of Japan. Thefe words were fcarcely fpoken, before the

whole company cried out, that 1 might follow my own
pleafure in all things, and they would punctually obey.

Upon this alTurance, I gave orders to hoift our Japanefe

colours, and fet fail. At three, P. M. having faluted the

country with twenty-one guns, we fet fail to the fouth-

ward. We met an immenfe quantity of fifbermcn in our

way, all whom, at fight of us, called out " Uli ulan."

The night continued fair, with a light breeze.

According to the report, all well. Latitude in 34 de-

crees, o minutes; longitude in 341 degrees, 30 minutes.

Wind
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Wind from the eaftward , curren'i from the fouth ; courfe

fouth-weft.

Wednefday, Auguft 3. Under fail. Several of the af-

fociates threw themfelves at niy feet, and intreated me to

anchor again upon the coaft of Japan, in order to procure

them new opportunities of trading, and turning their furs

to account. I granted their requeft the more readily, as I

was defirous of becoming a'cquainted with the coaft ; but
I promifed to confent to their wiflies on condition, that

they fliould behave with the'moft exad: fubordination. At
fun-fet, the weather appeared fqually to the northward.

At 'day-break we difcovered an European veffcl before us.

I refolved to chace her, but I foon obferved the Dutch co-

lours ; and as the veffel ftood to the fouth-fouth-ea'ft, I

purfued my courfe, and fujffered her to go on unmolcfted.

I failed along the coaft of what I took to be a peninfula.

According to the report, all well. Latitude in 33 de-

grees, 36 minutes; longitude in 340 degrees, 20 minutes.

Wind eaft-fouth-eaft; current fouth-eaft j courfe fouth-

weft one quarter fouth.

Thurfday, Auguft 4. On the coaft of Japan, in fight

of land, and in foundings of twenty-eight fathoms ; coarfe

fand and ftiells mixed with coral ; all fails fet, weather
lowering, and a rifmg fea, with a frefti breeze from the

fouth-eaft. The night was dark, and at ten P. M. a

ftorm began, attended with thunder and lightning. About
three, P. M. a heavy (howcr fell, and abated the wind.
At day-break, we found ourfelves driven on the coaft by a

ftrong current from fouth to north. Finding that we were
near an opening, which promifed to lead us into fomc o;ood

road or harbour, I fuffered the fliip to drive, and at laft

came
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came to, in fixteen tatho^tns. The fmall boat was imme-

diately lowered into the water, and Meffrs. Kuzneczow
and Panow, with eight aiTociates, went on board ; and

the Tapanefe palTenger, who was to be put on fhore in the

fliallop, with fixteen armed aflbciates, followed under the

command of Mr. Cruftiew, to fupport the fmall boat, in

cafe of need. After the difp^itch of the boats, I gave or-

ders for cleaning and loading our arms, and priming our

great guns afrefh.

According to the report, adl in good health ; the fhip

making no water. Latitude in 33 degrees, 34 minutes;

longitude in 339 degrees, la minutes. Wind fouth-eaft;

a ftrono- current from the louth ; courfe fouth-weft, but

the current drove us to the Morth-weft.

Friday, Auguft 5. At anchor on the coaft of Japan,

to the weftward of the kingdom of Idzo. At two, P. M.
the boats returned with a large " Japanefe veflel. When
they came near us, Mr. Kuzneczow called to us to weigh

our anchor, and fend out towing ropes to the fmall boat,

the {hallop, and the Japanefe veffel, to carry us into the

harbour, which I accordingly did. Mr. Kuzneczow com-

ing on board, informed me, that having happily arrived

on fhore, the Japanefe, at firft fight, fled before him ; but

after they heard the Japanefe paffenger call to them, they

returned, and in confequence of his information, they had

been very eager to fhew their politenefs to our people ; that

they proceeded to a village, where they were received with

acclamations of joy, and the inhabitants gave them rice,

tea, fruit, and a very agreeable liquor ; that during their

repaft, a Japanefe, armed with a fabre and lance, game

.and converfed with the paffenger ; after which he addreffed

his
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Iiis difcourfe to Mr. Kuzneczow, by pronouncing the

words, " Nangliafaki Kallas Tohollandi FiafTi Guzarimas,"

and that immediately he ordered a boat to be got ready,

giving them to underftand, by iigns, that he propofed to

follow us, to conduct the veffel into the harbour, which
he performed to our very great fatisfaction. Annexed is

the view * of the land, and the fituation of the harbour,

named Mifaqui Iphima Kallas.

At ilx we arrived at the mouth of the harbour, where
we moored in eleven fathoms, muddy bottom. The Ja-
panefe boat quitted us, to go on fhore, and foon returned

with five others, which towed us to another fituation,

where we anchored in five fathoms, good anchoring ground,

confiding of mud. The Japanefe feeing us fafely at an-

chor, left us, when I took the precaution to moor the fhip.

At ten, a well-cloathed Japanefc came on board, who in-

formed me, by the interpretation of Mr. Boclarew, that

he was appouited to guard us ; after which he immediately

retired, and we foon perceived three long boats at anchor

near us, each having three fignal lights. On my fide I

likewife kept a fharp look out on board, with lighted

matches hanging befide the guns. In the night the wind
veered round to the fouth-weft, and blew with fuch vio-

lence, that we thought ourfelves fortunate that we were in

a harbour. At fevcn in the morning a boat came alongfide,

and three gentlemen came on board, who queftioned me,

whence I came ? how long I propofed to flay ? whither I

was bound ? whether I was a Hollander ? and in that cafe

* Thefe drawings never came to the hands of the editor.

\^oL. I. G^ gg . -
ti^^y
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they requeftcd a letter for Nanghafaki j and, after all,

they defired to infpe6t the veflel, aiid demanded how
many people we were on board. My anfwer was, that I

came from afar, and was on my way to Nanghafaki ; that I

had anchored there to avoid the tempeft ; that I was in

want of proviftons and water ; that I was defirous of

trading ; and, laftly, that oui number amounted to one

hundred and fifty men, who were in want of every thing,

but that the veffel fhould not be infpedled. I know not

whether Bocfarew interpreted well or not, but I perceived

they were not fatisfied with us, for they made figns that

they did not believe Ave were Hollanders, pointing to our

beards and cloathing, and ar the fame time exclaiming,

" Hay, to Gollandi, To Pilipines;" whence I under-

llood that they took us for Spaniards, coming from Ma-
nilla. I gave them a letter for the Hollanders, to the fol-

lowing effect

:

Copy of the letter given to the yapmjefe^ hi the Bay of
Mifaqiii, to he forwarded to the Hollanders at Nang-
hafaki,

" Health to the officers in chief of the Fadlory of the

" Dutch Eaft India Company.

"I ACQUAINT you, gentlemen, that finding my-
" felf upon the coaft of Japan, whither I was driven by a
" feries of thofe incidents which often at fea compel the
*

' navigator to feek his fafety where-ever he can, I find my-
" felf in diftrefs, which cannot be defcribed ; for which
" reafon I have thought proper to addrefs myfelf to you,

2 " and
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" and to requeft you to fend me an interpreter, and affift-

*
' ance to condud: me to your port. My fhip is a corvette,

*' with near one hundred perfons on board. An anfwer,
*

' if you pleafe.

" I have the honour to be,

" Gentlemen,

" Your fervant,

" MAURICE AUGUST. BENYOWSKY.'*

*' P. S. In order that you may not be prejudiced bv fuf-

*' picions againft me, I declare to you, that having been
" chief of the confederacy of Poland, I had the misfor-

*' tune to be made prifoner by the Ruflians, whofe fove-

" reign exiled me to Kamchatka, from whence I have
" made my efcape, by the exertion of courage and valour,

" with ninety-{ix companions ; and in confequence there-

*' of I am now upon the coaft of Japan, in my way to re-

" turn to Europe."

After the departure of the Japanefe, my companions, de-

fpairing of being able to open the trade without fighting,

requefted me to leave the harbour as foon as the wind

fhould flacken ; to which I confentcd, and immediately

got under way, with a fwourable breeze from the north-

north-weft.

According to the report, all in good health. Under

way, failing out of the port of Mifaqui.

G g g 2 Saturday
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Saturday, Auguft 6. Saw feveral thoufand fifhing

boats, many of whofe nets we broke, not being able to

avoid them. We continued our courfe, with all fails fet,

the fea being calm, and a ftrong current from the fouth.

At day-break no land nor veffel was in fight.

According to the report, all in good health. Latitude

in 32 degrees, 56 minutes; longitude in 338 degrees.

Wind north one quarter weft; current from the fouth;

courfe weft.

Sunday, Auguft 7. Wind and weather as yefterday.

About fun~fet, faw twenty or twenty- two veflels ftanding

to the north- eaft. My companions being enraged at the

difappointmcnt of their hopes, at our fecond anchoring

place, requefted me to fall on thofe veffels ; but I refufed,

as I did not mean to give -he fmalleft caufe of difcontent

to Ulikamhy ; I therefore continued my courfe, with the

wind and tide in my favour.

According to the -report, all well. Latitude in 32 de-

grees, 53 minutes; longitude in 336 degrees, 18 minutes.

Wind north by eaft ; current from the fouth ; courl'e

weft.

Monday, Auguft 8. A pleafant breeze; the fea fomc-

what irregular, and fine hot weather. Continued our

courfe, with all fails fet. The night was clear ftar-light.

According to the report, all in good health. Latitude

in 32 degrees, 51 minutes; longitude in 333 degrees, 15
minutes. Wind north-north-eaft ; current from the fouth;

courfe weft.

Tuefday, Auguft 9. Fine weather, as yefterday. About
fun-fet we thought we faw land in the north-weft quarter.

At midnight faw feveral headlands. At day-break, found

ourfelves
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ourfelvTs on the coaft, and the wi.nd being in our favour, I

determined to come to. At noon, perceiving the entrance

of a bay, I proceeded, and anchored in eighteen fathom
water, coarfe greenifh fand.

According to the report, all well. Latitude in 32 de-

grees, 45 minutes ; longitude in 330 degrees, 22 minutes.

Wind north-eaft ; current from the fouth j courfe weft one
quarter fouth.

Wednefday, Auguft 10. • "The portion of the velTel not

permitting me to fee all that happened on (hore, I ordered

Mr. Kuzneczow and Mr. Wynbladth, with eight affociates,

to land, and endeavour to junnuate themfelves into the

minds of the inhabitants ; but the violent reception my
companions met with, gave me reafon to apprehend difa-

greeable confequences ; but happily my fears were calmed,

by the prudence of Mr. Kuzneczow, who, feeing the Ja-
panefe determined to defend the landing, returned. After

the arrival of the boat, and upon the affurance that there

was a town fttuated upon the coaft of the bay, I weighed,

and approached within one hundred fathoms of the ftiore,

where I anchored in fix fathoms; the night favoured my
enterprize, and at day-break we were moored before the

town. At feven in the morning I fent Meffrs. Panow and
Cruftiew, with Bocfarcw as an interpreter, and twenty-two
armed affociates, having likewife mounted two pieces of ar-

tillery in the fliallop.

After having difpatched the fhallop and the fmall boat,

I embarked myfelf in the Japanefe yawl, which I had re-

ceived as a prefent at Ufilpatchar, and as it was the iighteft:,

I landed firft. The Japanefe feeing us near the fhore, pre-

fented themfelves armed with lances and fabres, and ap-

pecn-ed
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peared difpofed to oppofe our defcent ; but perceiving by our

countenance that we were determined, at any rate, to land,

they retired to a fmall diftancc. When I came on fliore, I

made figns to the japanefe to approach, and immediately an

old man, of a good appearance, advanced, and demanded by

what right we had landed, in their country, and whether we
had the permiffion of Daifi ; obferving, that the Dutch

never came on fhore without orders. I caufed him to be

anfwered, that we were neithei- Hollanders nor Spaniards,

but men, and friends, who came for water and provifions.

Whereupon the man replied, that we fhould have provifions

and water fent on board, jout that it was neceffary we
fliould ourfelves go on board again. But as I declared that

I would not quit the land before I had received provifions

and water, the Japanefe haftened to load three boats, with

which I went on board. Several of the Japanefe having

come on board, began to trade with my people, and

haftened to return again to {hore, whence they arriv-

ed with ten other boa.s, laden with copper, porcelain,

tea, {iibres, filk, and gold, which they exchanged for

furs. Thefe commercial tranfidions familiarized them

with us, and feveral among them teftified their attachment

;

among others, a young man faid much to me, without

being able to make himfelf underflood ; when, being out

of patience, he repeated, " To Holland!, To Sindzi, Pu
" pu Tippo," which I underftood, and in anfwer, led

him to the guns, and faid, " To Gollandi, pu." To-

wards noon the Japanefe retired.

According to the report, all in good health. At anchor

on the coaft of the ifland Xicoco, in the harbour of Toufa.

Thurfday,
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Thurfday, Auguft 11. Extrcmly hot weather, with
fome fhowers at intervals. About two, P. M. we heard a

great noife on fliore, refernbling the beating of many drums,
and foon 'after we perceived on (hore a quantity of men on
horfeback, armed with lances and darts, and a flill greater

number on foot, who haftened on board an infinite number
of boats. Upon this appearaiice, 1 immediately fent Mr.
Panow, with Bocfarew, and eighteen affociates, to declare

to the Japanefe, that I was deiirous of being informed of

their intentions, that I might receive them either as friends,

or enemies. But they had hardly put off before I perceived

three fmall boats rowing from the ihore, the middle one of
which had five flags, and near fifteen ftreamers. I took

thefe for marks of diftinclion, and therefore prepared myfelf

to falute them on their arrival. Our fmall boat at lafl: ac-

cofted the Japanefe, and performed its commifiion; and
afterw^ards returning with them, I faluted the Japanefe bv
a running fire ofmufquetry, intermixed with the difcharge of

fix of our great guns. This mark of politenefs was
fuflicient to have driven our vifitors back, for their fear

was fuch, that they fell on their faces in their boats, and
could fcarcely be perfuaded to rife by any encouragement

of Bocfarew, who urged them to proceed. But as I

was ignorant of all this, I gave orders to fire fix additional

guns, at the inftant the Japanefe gentleman entered the

fhip, which was accordingly performed. His terror at this

noife was fo great, that he fainted away, and it was more
than a quarter of an hour before he was able to fpeak. To
revive his fpirits, I gave him fome Japanefe wine mixed
with fugar, which comforted him, and reftored his cou-

rage, I then caufed Mr. Bocfarew to aik what he had to

%
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fay to me. He informed me, that he was Uchaymi Ma-
mas, commander oi: the guard of the coafl of the king-

dom Touza; and that bemg informed that we were

ftrangers, who arrived in the country without orders of the

Emperor, he was come to ai-reft us ; and to prove that we
ought to obey him, he drew a large roll of paper from be-

neath his habit, which he prefented to me. Upon this,

pretending to be ignorant, or not to underfland what he

faid, I received the roll, and gave it to Mr. Cruftiew, with

orders to keep it ; at (ight of which the poor devil requefted

his paper, and pointed to his neck, to fhew me, that by loiing

his deputation, he ^lould be punifhed with death. To
fet him at eafe, I caufed his paper to be returned ; but in-

formed him, by my interpreter, that I efteemed his mafter,

and fhould be his friend, as long as I fhould be convinced

that he was juft, but when afiured of the contrary, I fhould

defpife him. At thefe words Mimam fhut his ears, and I

found great difficulty in making him underfcand, that he

might think himfelf very happy that I did not arreft him
himfelf. The tone of alTurancc with which he faw ,me

fpeak to the interpreter, foitened him, and I feized the op-

portunity to make him a prefent of a beaver fkin, and fix

fables, which he was very glad of; and I fiv/ him retire

with fitisfadlion, and promifcs of fricndlliip.

After his departure, being convinced that we could not

carry on any regular commerce at this place, I weighed,

and taking the advantage of a breeze from the northward,

made fail, and ftood to the fouth. At day-break we faw

a veffel, on which I fired, but he would not come to, un-

til a fhot flruck him. I then fent my fhallop on board, but

we
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T^e found her to be only a filliing vcflcl, and let her depart

in peace.

According to the report, a)l well ; the Ihip making no
water. Latitude in 32 degrees, 15 minutes; longitude in

350 degrees, 16 minutes. Wind north; no current;

courfe fouth.

Friday, Auguft 12. pi-ne clear weather, and excefTive

hot, with a moderate breeze. Doubling a cape we faw
four barks ; after which I ftood for a fhort time, but as

they direded their courfe ti the north-weft, I gave up the

chace, and ftood again to the fouthward. At fix, P. M.
faw land on the ftarboard bow, at the diftance of five

leagues, for which reafon I kept only the topfails fet.

About three in the morning we were fo near the fhore, that

we heard the breaker'- ; and ar day-break we faw the danger

we had happily avoided. At feven we faw another land

a-head, and as we approached it very rapidly, we faw it

very diftindlly, at ten, bearing due fouth, and a fmall

ifland fouth-weft. My companions propofed to me to

make a defcent in a bay, then in fight, and I could not
refift their prefling folicitations. I therefore anchored in

twenty-two fathoms, between the fmall and the large ifland ;

but at a very fhort diftance from the latter. Mr. Kuznec-
zow was immediately difpatched, with eight aft'ociates, and
I fent the fhallop after him. When we had entered the

found, which we at firft fuppofed to be a bay, the fmall boat

pafled very near a large bark at anchor, whofe crew fhot at

them with arrows, and at the fame time near fixty boats put
off from the fhore, fo that my people were in great danger.

I was advifed of this by two reports ot the pateraroes which
I heard, and I immediately weighed, and proceeded to

Vol, L Hhh fupport
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fiipport my detachment, by entering the found. I Tooa

perceived the ftate of affi\irs, and ftanding towards the great-

bark, I fired two fhots into her, which drove all her peo-

ple from the deck. The Jliallop then went alongfide, and

took pofleffion of the veffel, while, on my part, I ap-

proached the fhore, and anchored in four fathoms and aa
half, at the diftance of half a canion {hot off fhore, whither

I likewife caufed the Japancfc bark to be brought, in which

we found lifty-fix men, four of them being mimas, or gen-

tlemen ; revenue officers of the Emperor, The lading of

the bark confided of tobacco, fugar, filk, varnifh, porce-

lain, one hundred pieces of leather, fome bales of cotton

and filk, feveral chefts of fabres, belts, and other articles

of wearing apparel.

According to the report, t\Vo lick ; the fhip making no

water. Latitude in 30 dcr;,rees, 38 minutes j longitude

in 329 degrees, 51 minutes. Wind north; current north-

eaft ; courfe fouth one quarter weft.

Saturday, Auguft 13. At anchor near the ifland Taca-

fima. I affembled the company, to decide what was beft

to be done; and the fociety determined to take the lading

of the bark on board, and quit the ifland. But that which

gave me the moft fatisfa£lion, was, that my Japanefe paf-

fenger, who had accompanied Mr. Kuzneczow, was

wounded by an arrow in the attack. We provoked him,

and he declared to Bocfarew, that he fhould be very glad if

we would kill all the prifoners, as he afllired us that they

belonged to the ifland Ximo, all whofe inhabitants were

wicked, and good for nothing. Mr. Bocfarew fucceeded

in making himfelf more clearly underftood by him, for

which reafon I availed myfclf of the fervices of both, to ex-
'1 * amine
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amine the officers v/ho were pr'ifoners. They replied, that

they were civil officers, chargcH to colled; the revenues of
the ifland Tacafima, and of 'the ifland Nanghafiki; that

they had entered the harbcur only a moment before us,

having feen at a diftance the; chace I had made of feveral

barks, likewife carrying officers to collect the revenues in

the fouthern provinces; that they had entered Tacalima
with no other view than to put the inhabitants on their

guard againfl us; and that they had only done their duty
in attacking our people. I caufed my interpreter to anfwer

them, that I approved their zeal, and that their want of
fuccefs was no fault of theirs ; but that, as they were now in

my power, I thought it proper to prevent them from doino^

me any injury, and for tha . reafon I fhould confine them
till my departure. They en.reated that I would not de-

tain them, for they faid that tl>ey were ordered to repair, in

the courfe of eight days, to the port of Vranda, to join the

convoy, which would depart about the end of the month,
to the number of five hundred ^xflels, for the port of
Ofachta ; but when they underftood that they were no lon-

ger permitted to hope that I would reftore their velTel, they

Ihewed figns of the utmoft defpair. Their prayers, how-
ever, were in vain, for my companions certainly were not

difpofed to attend to them; and all that I could obtain was,

that the lives of thefe unhappy people fhould be fpared.

At five in the evening, I fent four of them on fliore, to

demand boats, that the reft might be landed ; but it was
not till feven in the evening that fix boats came off, in which
I fent them away, under the conduct of fixteen of my alfo-

ciates. About nine I weighed, and made fail, and with

much difficulty (by the affiftance of the boats which towed

Hhh 2 us)
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us) we got out of the found. As foon as we were in the open

channel, we continued our courls to the fouth-wcft during

the whole night ; and as my companions were unacquainted

with the manner of working the bark, I was forced to take

her in tow, which impeded rny courfe. For this reafon I

determined to take her lading on board, which was done

in the courfe of the ds;, after which we fcuttled and funk

her. The cargo of this bark would have been worth three

or four hundred thoufand iivres, I'rench money, if we had

been in Europe.

According to the report, one Tick. Sprung a leak.

Latitude in 30 degrees, o minutes j longitude 328 degrees,

o minutes. Wind north ; no current; courfe fouth-wcfl

by fouth.

Sunday, Auguft 14. aye hot weather. The
leak continually increafing, demanded our exertions to pre-

vent its confequences. After fome fearch, it was at laft

difcovered that the water entered in a ftream as large as a

man's arm, through a cleft in the fore part of the fhip.

This misfortune was, no doubt, occaftoned by the carelefs-

nefs of my alTociates, who, in difcharging the Japanefe

bark, and coming alongfide, had knocked the oakum out

of fome of the feams under water ; and as it was impoflible

for us to remedy this misfortune, we were extremely alarm-

ed. At fun-fet the wind flackened, and the water became

agitated, with a noife refembling that of a river falling into

the fea. From fix, P. M. till noon, the pumps were kept

conftantly at work, without being able to clear the well,

in which we had continually three or four feet water.

At eight, a breeze fprung up in the north-eaft quarter,

find the man at the mad-head called out land. Unfortu-

nately
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nately the ihip's cargo was iliifted by the water fo much,
and (he heeled to ftarboard to fuch a degree, that the
pumps could not be worked, and the water entered upon
the deck. In this mofl: deplorable Situation , iindino- my-
felf at the mouth of the ftreight, between the two iHands,

the diredlion of which I could fee but very confufedly in the
night, I determined to advance with the lead Gjoino-. The
fhip foon after being fomewhat righted, I employed all my
people in pumping and baling, for there were near fivt feet

water in the hold. During this laborious bufinefs I fent

Mr. Kuzneczowon fhore, to difcover a good anchoring
place ; and about two in the morning he returned, with
the news that he had found a good and commodious harbour.

I therefore refolved to proceed to it ; and as I durft not
fatigue the veffel by weighing the anchor, I flipt the cable,

and flood forward under the top fails. At half paft three

we arrived at the place Mr. Kuzneczow had pointed out.

I found the entrance dangerous ; and perceiving the wind
increafing, and difpofed to be ftormy, I was extremely

alarmed, and lowered down the Japanefe yawl, in which
I v/ent a-head with four afTociates, after having given or-

ders that the fhip fhould ftand after us with all the fail fhe

could fet. At four we had a dreadful ftorm, the fea being

all in a foam, and notwitliftanding our eflbrts to keep a-

head, the fhip over-ran us ; and to complete our misfor-

tune, the yawl flruck on a rock off the fouthern point of a

bay, and overfet, at the diflance of about two hundred fa-

thoms from the fhore. I ufed the utmoft exertions to

reach the port by fwimming, but the fea was fo rough,

that it was not till after the greatefl exertions that I reached

the fhore, quite exhaufled. I lofl all recoUeftion of what
followed,
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followed, until I was rouzcd by my companions, wlio^

having taken notice of the rock on which the yawl ovcrfetj

fent the fniall boat to take us up. Loginow, one of the

people who was with me, called to them, and they at laft

found me in a ftate of ftupefa£i;ion, at the foot of a tree.

The information I received Irom them, that the fhip was

at anchor in a good harbour, and that the ifland was inha-

bited, made me forget the paft misfortune, and I prelTed

them to return ; but under{landing that three of my alTo-

ciatcs were ftill wanting, I engaged them to proceed in the

fcarch of thefe unfortunate men, of whom we found one,

named Andreanow, alive, and the other two dead upon

the beach. After this we embarked, almoft lifelefs, and

went alongfide the fhip, which was at anchor in four fa-

thom water, and fo deeply immerfed, that I determined to

run her aground upon a fand bank. At eleven, I was, by

my own orders, carried on fhore ; for the fatigue had ex-

haufted me fo much, that I could not ftir any of my limbs.

My aflbciates fet up a tent, while others were employed in

unloading the cargo; and Mr. Baturin undertook to bury

the two people who were drowned. . Plate XIV. No. 3,

exhibit"-^ -^ ''an of the harbour of the illand of Ufmay Li-

gon.

According to the report, feven flck ; the veffel aground.

Latitude in 29 degrees, 00 minutes ; longitude in 326 de-

grees j 20 minutes. Wind north-eaft ; current from the

northward , courfe fouth-weft one quarter fouth.

End of Volume I.
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